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Come and ſee the works of God Pal. 66, 5. 
That they may ſee, and know, and conſider, and 
underſtand togetber, that the band of the Lord 
bath done this, and the Holy One of Iſrael bath 
created it, Ila. 41. 20. 

And I ſaw, when the Lamb opened one of the ſeals, 
and I beard as it were the noiſe of thunder, one of 
the four beaſts ſaying, Come and ſee, Rev. 6. 1. 
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To the READER. 
EFORE (chou) enter into the 
Parlour, give me leave to 

ſalute thee with a few words 

in this Porch. There are two 


Books which deſervedly call for the ſe- 
rious peruſal,both of Miniſters and Peo- 

lez Teachers,and thoſe who are taught: 
Thoſe Books are, the Two Volumes of 
the Sacred Scriptures, and Divine Pro- 
vidence: And theſe are Comments on, 
or Expoſitions of each other. I grant 
the former to be determinative, and y et 
the later I adjudg to be inductive to, 
and ſo harmoniouſly illuſtrative of the 
former. The Moon hath its light for the 
uſe of man, though the light thereof be 
borrowed from the Sun in part, as ſay 
the Learned. Divine Providence is a 
Torch ſet up in the World, and is light- 
ed at the — fire, vis, The Will of 
God, with the Scriptures: A difference 
A 3 there 


To the READER. 
there is, and yet not ſuch, but that both 
Scripture and Providence do concenter 
in the glory of God, the uſe of man, 
and the mutual elucidation of each 
other. 

have in the following Treatiſe la- 
boured to preſent thee with a Draught 
or Picture of Divine Providence ; and 
have caſt my weak eye on the Sacred 
Scriptures in drawing this Picture. 1 
look on the holy Scriptures, as the li- 
ving and lively Face, and whoſo ne- 
glects them, will do the work by halves, 
as it is vulgarly phraſed. More parti- 
cularly ; in the proſecution of this Sub- 
ject, I have (qr at leaſt · wiſg would 


have) conſulted three things. 


x. A pertinent Variety, for the Mat- 
ter; and this as founded on the Scrip- 
tures, and amplified from ſome inter- 
mixt Hiſtories, ſome whereof are found 
on record in Authors; others are re- 
hearſed by me: and though I have not 
ſo particularly ſet them down for Time, 


Place, and Perſons 3” yet they are no 
Fictions, but Realities, commended to 


me from thoſe who would not tell a 
Iye for Providence. Far be it from me 
to affect lying-Legends 3 and as far be 
it from me (becauſe of lying-Legends 


7 the RE ADE R. 
in the World J'to bury the Works of 
God in the grive'of a contemptuous 
Oblivion l Extreams in matters, are of 
dangerous conſequence. An holy Pru- 
dence teacheth to beware, leſt whilſt 
we eſſay to run from : fin, we do not 
run into fin. And thus / for the firſt thing 
2. A ClearneG for Method. That 
Method pleuſeth me, which may be 
moſt uſeful for the common Reader, 
whoſe good is intended in the Subject 
ta be treated of. I like not that hu- 


mur of ſome, ho will nat; travel the 


euſieſt and plaineſt Road, hecauſe of 
the company ef ſuch who indeed are 
honeſt and plain men, and will commit 
no robbery, unleſs it be on the luſts of 
men; by a facib aceeſs to their fouls in 
the way of- Teaching; and let ſueh ho- 
neſt Robbers be forgiven this wrong. 
Here, if T miſtake not, I have kept pace 
with that Method which not, only the 
common Readers capacity may admit of; 


but the Subject here handled doth in a 


ſort reſolve it ſelf into, It matgers not 
by what appellation: this Method is 


termed, ſo it be ſuitable! to the nature 
ok the ſubje&, and the Reader's capa- 
city. It eny liſt to be contentious, I 
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fay no more, but, That we have no ſuch 
cuſtom in our Countrey to cavil about 
the colour of a Cow which gives down 
her Milk with eaſe, and that too good 
for ſuch who ſcorn it becauſe of the 
mixt colour of the Beaſt. And thus for 
the Method here. | 
3. An ordinary Plajanefs for the 
Phraſe or Language. I affect not high 
and long lines; but rather ſhort Say - 
ings and plain Similitudes, The one beſt 
ſuns with a weak memory, and the o- 
ther with a low underſtanding, Simili- 
tudes, or popular Allußons, baye a fur- 
ther advantage; for as. they are þor- 
rowed from things in and about which 
Providence doth work, fo they bring to 
remembrancethe Works of Providence. 
The Water of Life may be called to 
mind at a Jacob's Well, If the phraſe 
then here uſed run not ſmoothly, te- 
member Lſtudy Things, not Words. A 
Diamond, though not poliſb'c, is not $0 
be thrown by, as a mine ys K 
If ia the reading thou object, (i.) That 
ſome · places of Scripture ate more than 
once mentioned. (2.) That tbe ſame 
matter is in ſome places of this Treatiſe 
epeated. I muſt crave thy patience to 
feat, before thou condem, Andto the 
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0 of theſe take the Reply as ſollow- 
eth. | 

1. The fame places of Scriptyre may 
be quoted, and yet the ſame Scriptures 
not ane repeated. One and the 
ſame place of Seriptuxe hathdivers thjp 
wrapt up in it. There are more Jews 
Fan one in the Casket, If one be ta- 

Ken out at one time, another at angther 
ſeaſon, thou wuſt blame thine own eyes 
in looking meerly on the Casket, and 
not on the diſtin& Jewel. 

3. Thapgh the fame Fer iprores may 
be repeated, yet thou may ſt find thera 
perhaps: o repeated, as may wipe off the 
calumoy.of a vain repetition, It is yell 
obſerved by one in reference to Solo- 
pow's- Proverbs , That thowgh the ſame 
proverb be here and 77 catter . ges 


e have it with intere 1 
Ae the ee Fler ee 
he follow iag ere (4-) Diſtinguiſh 

and formal or pre- 


ween the materia 
eiſe coplideration of a thing. Ap, old 
ruth may be found a new one; nem, 
in regard of the Principle from which 
it is deducted ; and old, for that the 
ſame, for the matter, was before inti- 
mated, The Doctrine of the Reſurre- 
ction is a Truth known from divers 
ork rat places 


To the READER. i 
places of Scripture; but this, as rati6- 
nally infer'd by our Saviour from Exod. 
3- 6. may well be-ſpeak the funerals 
of fooliſh cavils, rad the reſurreCtion of 
an holy admiration, But 2,).if ny 

office not, remember, the Writer mä) 
Forgerful, as well as others; I could 
ation warthy Authots, in whoſe 
Writings ſome things occur once und 
agaid, I attribute this not to'theit bar- 
'Fennefs; but forgetfulneß, and loathneſs 
to diſtever the Links of the Chain, be 
ing joined in à friendly ritighbour- 
hood. Hive chatity then 10 this caſe, if 
Bot for others, yet for thy ſelf: for it 
505 be % lake thin 1 ny un al. 
I e oe er a-tre t u 
de being vor Þ 55 NN NY : t pra- 
Qicilly impro\ 10 by thee, 4 it © boutd 
be 7 To write 4 Hire 1 Jou, to 
ae & indeed is n ro rie vo or you it 
'* fafe, laitht de Apoſtle ets th " Philippi- 
ans, be 27 
Having thus far been thy Guide leſt 
thou may 'ſt loſe thy way 3 5 it 8 time now 
to leave thee to thy journey. I hope 
thou wilt not meet with mire and dirt 
' here. What is ſo, if any, I muſt own: 
what is not ſo, Providence will own, 1 


mult confeſs, the Subject may call for 
Quil 


" 


* To the READER. 
5- # Quill pluck't from the wing of a gera- 
d. pb; and though that be ſa, yet that is 
ls no apology to have Padlocks on our 
of Tongues or Pens: for the Tongugaught 
iis to be the Pen of a ready writer; and the 
ay pen the Tongue of a ready ſpeaker, to 
Id publiſh the wonderful works of bim wha 
e is the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King 
nd 4 hrefngg of lords who 

ath immortality dueling in the light 
eſs | which no man can approach unto, whom 
e · xo wan bath ſeen, nor can ſee : to whom 
r- | be bowonr and ever „Ames. 
if 1 Tim. 6. 15, 16. 
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PREFACE. 


2 1 
ws imports or eme. 
d ſenſe, and ſo 


times it is taken ins 
r an un fore eaſt or comri- 
vayee in rap tp 
left or other: ſo Rom. 13. 14. But put ye on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and make not ptoviſion for 
2. 2 —— — are 
ident for 1 . nr ; They are 
Lite be de evil ; but to do good they have no 
knowledg, Fer. 4. 22. 

2. Other while the word is taken in a good ſenſe 
and ſoit is applied or accommodated, (1. ) To men, 
(2.) ToGod, 

1. Arit is applied to men; it notes or points at 
4 Moral Virtue, a Political Endowment, and a Spi- 
ritual Grace. A prudent man in ordering bis f- 
fairs, is all one with the provident man. Paulus 
Sergius is ſtił dis prudent man, Ad 13.7. Ter- 
tullas is bis Oration doth politically uſe, if not 
through flattery abuſe,the term Providence}, Very 
worthy deeds are done unto this Nation by thy 
— — be to —— re 24. 2. The 

pale Paul doth call for tbe exerciſe of Pre-confi- 

deration, Prudence, ——— as a Tbeologi 
Virtue or Grace to be made conſcience of by Chriſti» 
ans, 


: PRE FA CE. 

aur, Rom. 1 2. 17. Provide things honeſt in the 

ſight of all men. Aud in 1 — 2 8. But if 
any provide not for his own, and eſpecially for 
thoſe of his own houſe, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worſe than an Infidel. And thw, as 
the word is applied to men. 

2. The term is trauiſerr d to God; and ſo it is, 

I. Decretal, Original, Ordinative,ondis nothing 
elſe but the eternal Platform of. things, the origh- 
wel. Draught. or Copy of them Iſa, 40. 12, 13,14. 


Acts 2.23. Acts 4-28. 
2. Adel or — which is the Comm er- 


or of that Copy, and notes more than 4 
— 45 1 or 2 — wood or buſhes 
75 Second Canſer and Contingent Events, Abra- 
ham*s belief dath note more than a meer infight, 
when. be ſaith #0 Iſaac, God will provide. him- 
ſelf 3 Lamb fora burnt-offering, Gen, 22.8. fe. 

cording therefore 10 this later acceptation of the 
word, 'I may thus deſcribe it, as the deſcription is 
founded onthe Sacred Scriptures, vn. 

Providence is a work of God, whereby he 
ſuſtains, governs, orders, all the Creatures, AC- 
cording, to the good pleaſure of his will, to his 
own glory, 

It is a work ] As there are the works of Crea 
tion, ſo there are tbe workg of Providence. It is ſaid 
Deut. 32. 4. His work is perfect. And Pſol. 44. 1. 
We have heard with our cars, our fathers have 
told us, what work thou didit in their days, in 
the times of old. $0 Pſal. 77. 1a. I will meditate 
alſo of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. 
And Ia. 28 21. That he may do his work, his 


Ie work, and bring to pals his ad, his | 
litange 


7 
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PR EF ACE. 
Grange act. My Father worketh, ſaith] Chrift; 

Joha 5. 17. N 5 141 #2 
01 . So it is ſaid, Pſal.x 11. 3. His work 
is honourable and glorious. No Perſow of the 
bleſſed Trinity is excluded ; My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work, afſerteth our Saviour inthe 
place fore-mentioned, John 5. 17. The Spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters, Gen, 
1.2. And Abus in the Creation there was an agen 
cy of - tbe 52 ſo in the works of Providence, 
Iſa: 48.16. — and his Spirit hath ſent me. Aud 
Mt. 4. 1. Then was Jeſus led up of the Spirit. 
Whereby he ſuſtains ] So Plal. 50; 12. Up- 
hold me with thy free Spirit. And Pſal- 66, 9. 
Which holdeth our foul in life. And Heb. 1. 3. 
Upholding all things by the Word of hisPower. 
Governs and orders ] So Job 25. 2. Domi; 
nion and fcar ate with him; Pſal. 22. 28. For the 
kingdom is the Lord's, and he is the Gover- 
nour among the nations. Iſa: 9.7. Of the en- 
creaſe of his government and peace there ſhall 
he no end, upon the throne of David, and up- 
on his kingdom, to order it, and to ſtabliſh it, 
with judgment. and with juſtice from hence - 
forth. even tor cver. The zeal of the Lord of 
Hoſts will perform this. Jude v.25. To the only 
wiſe God our Saviour be glory, and majeſty, do- 
minion and power, from henceforth for ever. 
All the Creatures | Þato me eyery knee 
fhall bow. I/a.45.23. All the Creatures are his 
hoſts who is the Lord of Saboath, Fam,5.4. For 
of him, and through him, and to him are all 

things, Rom. 1 1. 36. oh 

According to the good pleaſure of his will] 
He 
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He hath done whatſoever he pleaſed, P/o, rx 5.4 
I, even I am the Lord, 14.43.11. My connfe 
Melt end, and I win do all my pleaſure, Is 

. to, Who worketh all things after the 
counfel of his wilt, Epbeſ. r. rr, 

To his own glory ] God's glory ir notbing elſe 
bar the irradiation or ſparkling fertb of bis 
exclency. He conſults the glory of bis Attribute! 
bt bis work of Providence, His work honours. 
ble and glorious, Pſal.111.3. 4s then God alteth 
from biniſelf. and from no other ; ſo for bineſelf,die 
own glory nltiniately. For of him, and tough 
him, and to him are all things, to whom 
glory for ever, Amen, Rom 1 1.36; 

Haviny thus pointed at the Scriptures on which, 
with the Ne others, as a firat baſis or bottom, the 
Deſcription flandeth : 1 ſhall now with my Coal 
draw out the Bneaments of the enſuing Diſcourſe, 
which may be braneV/d forth imo Five Parts. The 
Firft comains the Scripture- Arguments for the 
provf of what ir bere ſuppoſed, namely, That there 
ir 4 Providence. The Second takgs in the variow 
Confidergtions or Diſtinctions of Providence. 
The Third treateth of tbe Object or Extent of 
Providence, in regard of the ſeveral things it it | 
tonverſant abont. The Fourth preſents, with Mil- | 
cellancous Aphoriſms or Obſervations on the 
Providence of God. The Laſt comprebends Dire- 
Qions for the better improvement of God"s Pro» 
vidential Diſpenſations, Theſe are the Five general 

Paris; and of theſe in their order, according to that 
Providettisl pbraſe, Heb.6.3. And this will we 
do, it God permit, | 


A 
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Divine Providenee. 


PART l. 


— — — — 


HAT there is a Providence, (t.) ap- 

pears from thoſe Sacred Hiero- 
glyphicks, Pictures, or Repreſen- 

tations thereof in Sacred Scrip- 

ture. He that ſhall climb Jacob's : 
Ladder in his Meditations , may. behold the 
God of Providence at the top thereof; Bebold, 
the Lord ſtood above it, Gen. 28.13. He that 

was above, had an eye on what was beneath, 
F ſaw the Lord ( ſaith Micaiab) fitting on bis 
throne, &c, 1 King. 23. 19, C. God's Provi- 
dence is there Viſioned-forth , or ſet out to 
Micaiab. 


| A Pꝛolpect of 
Micaiab. In the firſt Chapter of Fob, there is 
a Providential ſcheme or draught of what 
was to take place in Job's caſe there, Exze- 
kiel's Vifion of the Wheels, is a confutation 
of the Wheel of Fortune, They who know 
God, have the Wheel of Providence to meditate 
and diſcourſe of. 

2. From poſitive Aſertions in Scripture : 
The Lord looketh from heaven, be beboldeth all 
the ſongs of men : from the place of bis babitation, 
he looketh upon all the inbabitants of the earth. 
be faſhioneth their hearts alike ;, be conſidereth all 
their works, Plal. 33. 13, 14, 15. The eyes of 
the Lord are in every place, bebolding the evil 
and the good, Prov. 15. 3. Bebold the fowls of 
the air, for they ſow not, neither do they reap, 
nor gather into barns : yet your beavenly Father 
feedeth them, Are ye not better than they ? Mar. 
26. Sce allo Mat. 10. 29. 

3. From Divine Aſſumptions and Appro- 
priations of the work of Providence to God 
himſelf, When the Lord anſwered Fob out of 
the Whirl-wind , how doth he challenge to 
himſelt a ſupream Agency in and over the 
Creatures? Who ( ſaith he) provideth for the | 
Raven bis food Job 38. 41, And in Ja. 45. 7. 
I form the light , and create darkyeſs : I make 
peace, and create evil: I the Lord do all theſe 
things. 

4. From Expoſtula tions, Checks, Commina- 
tions, bottomed on the conſideration of Di- 
vine Providence, So Pſal, 50. Theſe things haſt 
thou done, and I kept filence : thou thoughteſt that 
T was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf: but 1 
will 


Dibine Pꝛobidente. 

will reprove thee, and ſet them in order before thine 
eyes. Now confider this, ye that forget God, lejt I 
tear you in pieces, and there be noxe 10 deliver, v. 
21, 22. And ſo likewiſe in Pſal. 94. Underſtand, 
O ye brutiſh amongſt the people; and ye fools, 
when will ye be wiſe? He that planted the ear, 
ſhall be not bear ? He tbat formed the eye, ſhall 
be not ſee ? He that chaftiſeth the beathen , ſhall 
be not correl ? He that teacheth man knowledg , 
ſhall be uot know ? v. 8, 9,10. 

5. From the Religious forms of ſpeech : 
by which are implicd the verity of God's Pro- 
vidence, extending, to affairs in the world. Thus 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, As yet 
they ſhall uſe this ſpeech in the laud of Judab, and 
in the Cities thereof , when Iſhall bring again their 
captivity , The Lord bleſs thee, O babitation of Fu- 
flice, and Mountain of Holineſs , Jer. 31. 23. For 
that ye ought to ſay, If tbe Lord will, weſhall 
live, and do this or that, James 4.15. Itraft (ſaith 
Paul) to tarry a while with you, if the Lord per- 
mit, 1 Cor. 15. 7. 

6. From Prayers made to God. The Scrip- 
ture hath no Altar for an unknown God. We 
are not taught to pray to Fortune, to our 
own Wills, Saints or Angels: None of theſe 
are the Father which is in Heaven, whole 1 
tbe Kingdom, the Power, and tbe Glory, The Or- 
thodox Prayers of Saints, are demonſtrations 
that they were not Heterodox in the point of 
Providence; they acknowledged a Providence on 
earth, who were ever and anon looking up in 
prayer to the God of Heaven. See Ezra 8. 21, 
22, 31. Neb.2.4, with 18. Rom. 1. 10. 

B 2 And 


A Pyoſpect of | 
And thus I have ſhewed how there is a 


Providence; This was an old Article of the 
Saints Creed, I ſball for further clearing up 
the point, 1. Lay down other Argaments. 
2, Reply to ſome Objections. 3. Draw ſome 
Conſectaries or Inferences. Of theſe in their 


order. 


CHASE. L 


7. LRom God himſelf: And fo obſerve, 

| 1. That the appellations or titles gi- 

ven to Him, are implications of the thing, 

He is Fehovab, who gives the Creatures their 

beeing and operation, Ads 17. 28. He is the 

Fudg of all the earth, Gen. 18. 25, He is the 

King of all the earth, Plal. 47.7. He is the 
Fit Cauſe; Ixil bear the hea- 

Non ſanz multum in- vens , and the beavens- (þall bear 


t , I 
——— the earth, &c. Hof, 2.11. * To 


procuratione atque a- deny then his Providence, is to 
Rione privet; mihi e- take up the Bucklers againſt 
aid nihil — theſe no leſs glorious, than true 
— * — Appellations of his. But, 2. His 
; glorious Attributes of Power, 

Goodneſs, Witdom, Juſtice, are as ſo many de- 
monſtrations of his Providence: for all theſe, 

the World exiſting, are not dormant : Theſe 
Attributes are richly interwoven in the works 


of Providence, The Scripture faith unto Pha- 
; roab, 
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roah, Even for this ſame purpoſe haue I raiſed 
thee up, that I might ſhew my power in thee, aud 
that my Name might be declared throughout all 
tbe earth. Rom. 8. 17, Thou art good, and doſt 
good, Plal, 119. 68. O Lord, bow manifold are 
thy works ! in wiſdom baſt thou made them all : 
the earth is full of thy riches. Pſal 104.24. But 
God is the Fudg, he putteth down one , and 
ſetteth up another. Pſal. 75. 7. Laſtly, The 
Lord's creation of the World doth , accor- 
ding to the Logick of the Scripture, infer his 
Providence: For, 1. He is called, the faithful 
Creator, 1 Pet. 4. 19. The Lord leaves not the 
ſtately Houſe of the World, after he hath 
erected it, 2. Conſiderations or Motives for 
ſupportation and conſolation, are couch'd in 
God's creation of the World: fo that they 


; who have an intereſt in God, may hope for 
: a diſplay of his Attributes in his government 
, of the World: fo in I/. 40. Ha thou not 
a known , baft thou not heard, That tbe everlaſt- 
f ing God, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
- fainteth not, neither is he weary ? &c. v. 28, 29. 
5 3. There is an indiſſoluble or firm knot knit 
o bdetwixt the Lord's creating and governing 


N the World: tor, what is Providence but a kind 
of continued Creation ? and therefore that 


D word is uſed to ſet forth Providence by in Sctip- 
. ture ; (ce Pſal. 51. 10. and 104. 30. Iſa. 43. 7. 
Again, to acknowledg God the Creator, and 
e, {ome other the Governour, is, to rob the Lord 


ſe ef his glory; againſt which robbery he ve- 
hemently proteſteth, as in I/a, 42. 8. Laſtly, 
obſcrve, in Iſa. 45. the ſame God there, who 
B 3 made 


4 
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made the Earth, and created Man upon it, in 
v. 125 raiſed up Cyrw, and proſpered him, in 
v. 13. There is no reaſon then to break the 
band of amity or alliance betwixt Creation 
and, Providence, which the Lord ſo conjun- 
Rively owneth and appropriateth to. himſelf, 
ſce Fer. 27. 5,6. 0 
2. From Providence it ſelfſ. There is an 
intrinſecal or inbred light in Providence, by 
which it is (cen, Bat ask now the beafts , and 
they ſhall teach thee ;, and the fowls of the air, 
and they ſhall tell thee : or ſpeak, to the earth, 
and it ſhall teach thee, and the fiſhes of the ſes 
ſpall declare unto thee ; Who knoweth not in all 
tbeſe, the band of the Lord bath wrought this # 
Job 12. 7, 8, 9. | 
There are four things obſervable ; the firſt 
whereof is generalz the other three more 
ſpecial : but all of them corroborate or con- 
tim the teſtimony of Providence. That 
which is general, is the admirable and wiſe 
diſpoſition of things. The Creatures know 
their ranks and files; ſo in Pſal. 74. The day 
i thine, the night alſo is thine; thou haſt prepa · 
red the light and the ſun: thou hat ſet all the 
borders of the earth: thow bat made ſummer 
. aud winter, v. 16, 17. Note bere, 
Gimul etiamà facili how the words do not only declare 
mmm n an exact =_ I order in 
| an, Naturals 3 but do likewiſe imply a © 
5 rich diſplay of Wiſdom, in the vi- 
Holeras in loc. cillitudes and ſucceſſious of diſtrel- 
"T " ,-, fes and deliverances, which are 
wilcly timed by the Providence of God for 
woot 's > | h is 
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his people, And to this purpoſe tends the 
ſcope of the Pſalmiſt here, 

The things ' ſpecial in the Providence of 
God, are, 1. The tranſcendency or extraor- 
dinary vifibility of it in ſome matters. Pro- 
vidence oftentimes mounts aloft above the 
reaſon of ſecond Cauſes. Thus the Centurion, 
and they that were with him, watching je- 
ſus, when they ſa the Earthquake, ind what 
was done, they feared greatly, ſaying, Truly this 
ws the Son of God, Mat. 27. 54. 2. The won · 
derful adæquateneſs and proportion of a di- 
ſpenſation. An inſtance tor this is that in Fug. 
1. 6, 7. As I baue done (ſaith Adonibezekthere) 
fo God hath requited me, 3. The corteſpon- 
dency or accord of a diſp.nſation with Di- 
vine Predictions and Comminations, So the 
raiſing up of Cyrus, Exel. 1. 1, 2,34. compared 
with Iſa. 44. 28. and 45. 13, And ſo likewiſe 
10 under their calamities might be- 
hock the convincing- hand of Providence; 
wen the ir language is, Like tbe Lord of 
Hoſts thought to do unto us, according to our 
ways, and according to our doings, ſo bath he 
dealt with us, Tech. 1. 6. And not only the 
cruſhing- diſpenſations by the Babylonian, con- 
ſidered in conjunction with the threatnings 
of the Prophets, carry the more of a couvin- 
cing-light in them; but likewiſe thoſe by the 
Romans, fore-told by Daniel, and more nearly 
intimated by our Saviour, Mt. 24. 15, 16. Luke 


23. 28, 29, 30. I hall here annex what J- Antig. liv 


phus a Jew hath as pertinent to the matter in 
hand, and ſo paſs to the next Argument. 
B 4 "= 


10. C. 11. 
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„At the ſame time Daniel wrote as tou- 
ching the Empire of the Romans, how it 
* ſhould: deſtroy our Nation; and hath left 
all theſe things. in writing, according as 
God declared unto him; fo that they who 
© rcad and conſider thoſe things that have 
happened, admire Daniel for the honour 
„God hath dignitied him with; and find 
* thereby that Epicures err, who drive all 
* Providence from human life, and affirm, 
That God governeth not the affairs of the 
„World; or, that the World is ad miniſtred 
*©by an happy and incorruptible eſſence, 
e which cauſeth' all things to continue in their 
6: becing : but ſay, that the World is managed 
* by it ({clf , by Caſualty, without any Con- 
c ductor, or (uch an one as hath care thereof: 
© for if it were ſo, and that it were deſtitute 
© of a Soveraign Governour (as we ſee Ships 
« deſtitute of their Pilots, to be drowned by 
tothe Winds; and Chariots, that have no 
© Drivers to conduct them, to beat one againſt 
&* another 3 even ſo ſhould it ruicate it (clf ), 
By theſe things therefore that Daniel hath 
* foretold, I judg, that they arc far eltran- 
* ged from the truth, that aficm, That God 
& hath no care of human affairs: tor it we 
e (ce that all things happen caſually, then 
happen they not according to this Pro- 
* phecy, 

3. From the Abſurdities on the contrary. 
J. The World, in regard of the comely œco- 
nomy or adminiſtration of it, which takes 
Place, would not be a World, whillt it is a 

: World: 
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World: . for if there arc evil Angels, 


and theſe fo malicious and miſchievous 
as the word of God affirmeth; theſe 
would marr the beauty of all, and turn all 
into heaps of contuſion, were there not a 
curbing- Providence, as is fully declared from 
Job, chap. 1 and 2. and Mat. 8. 31,32, In both 
which places men may behold Beelzebub with 
his Companions in the Chains of Providence, 

2. The Checks of conlcience, and fears on 
the ſpirits of men, would be but a falſe fire, 
and groundleſs fancy, if there were not a 
Providence; and this is contrary to that of 
the Apoſtle in Kom. 2, 15. where he ſpeaks of 
an accuſing and terrifying Conſcience in the 
Heathens, who flood in ſome awe of a Deity, 
or a Providence controlling them and puniſh- 
ing them for their miſ-deeds. The barbarous 
people of Melita had an obſervation of Ven- 
geance purſuing Murder, as may be collected 
from Ad, 28. 24. 

3. A gap to Atheiſm, Brutality, and all 
manner of. prophaneſs, would be opened by a Si provi- 
denial of God's Providence: If this deep be dentia 
broken up, no wonder if a deluge or flood of gde 
ungodlineſs follow. What the Apoſtle doth fypus Fu. 
infer from the denial of the reſurrection, will manis, , 

nihil ef 

amplius de religione ſatagendum. Augu#, Si autem homoed 
devenit, ut ſecum cogitet nullam eſſe providentiam , & Deum 
noſtra nihil curare , patefecit jam ſibi jauuam ad omnem ne 
quitiam, audet quidvis tam dicere, tam facere, necullum repri- 
pri mit affe&tum, quere & diabolus ejus rei non ignarus, con- 
tendit omnibus vicibus hominem eo inducere, ut divinam pto- 
Yidentiam neget. Lavat. in Fob c. 22. A 
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be the firſt uſe of ſuch a wicked doctrine, 1 Cor. 
15. 32. Let wu eat and drink, for to morrow we 
dye : but ſurely Humanity, much more Chri- 
ſtianity, dictates other wiſe. 


CHAP. II. 


Hough the Doctrine of Providence be 
' A . written with a Sun-beam, yet there 
arc ſome miſts and fogs, by reaſon whereof, 
ſome are at a puzzle, and ready to queſtion 
the truth of God's Providence. 

The great and common Objection is, The 
ſeeming confuſion in the World by reaſon of 
the fury and tyranay of ſome wicked ones, 
who proſper in their attempts on others,bet- 
ter than themſelves; and not only Heathens 
of the wild Common of the World , but 
others of the encloſed Garden of the Lord, 
have hereupon been ſtaggered; as Tſal. 73, 
9. 2, 3. 

I ſhall not here fall in with a large diſ- 
courſe by way of reply to this Objection: 
In ſhort then, let it be conſidered, 


1. Whatever there is of proper ataxie, diſ - 
order, or conſuſion, is not to be charged on 
the Lord, who is not the author of confuſion, | 


x Cor. 14 33. 
2. There is a wiſe and righteous method 
of God in all the diforders and confuſions of 
men, 


r, Aa 2 ao . . A comm. wa awcwa . 
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men. Providence is in the head of the Crea · 
tures, obſerving a goodly order, when the 
Creatures to our apprehenſion keep neither 
rank nor file. A ſerious ſearch then bei 
made into the diſorders and barbarous inſo- 
lencies of men, it will be ſo far from diſmanc- 
ling the Throne of Providence, as that it will 
clear up the eye of faith, to behold the Lord 
ſitting there, and ſceptring it over the proud- 
eſt and molt outragious Monarchs of the 
World. I ſaw the Lord ſiting upon a throne, 
faith. the Prophet, 1/a.6, 1. and yet in the 
ſame Chapter we read how Cities were to be 
waſted, without an Inhabitant, and the houſes 
without men, and the Land to be utterly de- 
ſolate, v. 11. The ſame Prophet hath a Di- 
vine Treatiſe on this ſubje&, in the tench 
Chapter, where indeed the Prophet plays the 
Caſuiſt, and giveth ſatisfaction to the 
doubt, Ia. ch. 10. 


There are ſome other Objections, which 
the weakneſs or per verſneſs of man doth ſtart 
from places of Scripture : I ſhall name them, 
and lo reply. 


Firſt, From that paſſage of David, 1 Sam, 
24. 14. Let ws now fall into the hand of the Lord; 
and let me not fall into the band of man, 


Anſ. 1. The meaning of Davidis not to de- 
ny the Providence of God as reaching to the 
Swords and Spears of an Enemy he had not 
ſo learned Providence : for he who was a man 
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of war, Was alſo a pious Soldier, aud obſer- 
ved God's Providence in the field. Sce Pſal. 18, 
31,32, 33,34. Tſal. 78. 62, 

2. The ſenſe then muſt be otherwiſe 3 and 
that cither, 1. By way of a comparative oppo- 
ſition between the righteous and eminent 
hand of God in the Peſtilence, ( as 2 Sam. 24. 
16.) and the wicked hands of men, who will, 
with their victories, inſult over Religion, and 
blaſpheme God with their tongues, which up- 
on this account cut deeper on the tendet 
Conſciences of Saints, than Swords and Bat- 
tle-axcs do on their fleſh. See Pſal. 74. 18, and 
137. 41546. Iſa. 37. 1,14,15, with 23,24. Ac - 
cording then to this interpretation, David may 
be underſtood: and if not fo, though not ex- 
cluded 3 then, 2. By way of popular alluſion: 
David ſpeaks after the manner of men, as Bex- 
badad, 2 Kings 20. 31, or as a Child, who ha- 
ving incurr'd his Father's diſpleaſure, is deſi- 
rous to be corrected by his Father, and not to 
be turn'd over to ſome baſe Slave for corre- 
ction: and the rather he deſires this, becauſe 
he hath to do with a Father. After this ſort, 
David's phraſe of ſpeech may be underſtood; 
and that, 1. Becauſe he renders this gs a rea- 
ſon for his choice, For very great are bis mercies, 
1 Chron, 21,13. 2. Becaulc in other places of 


Scripture. God is ſet forth as a Father, whoſe ? 
bowels turn whilſt the rod is in his hand, Ha. | 


103, 13. with Hoſ. 11.8. 


Another place of Scripture is Zech 1. 15. 
For I ws but a little diſple ſed, and they for 
ward the affiiclion. Anſ. 
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. Nothing elſc can rationally be infer- 
red +: nice, but an aggravat ion of the fury and 
czucicy of the Church's Enemies; they in- 
tended, hoped, and endeavoured, an utter ex- 
tirpation of the Church, when God intended 
a purgation, This ( faith a modern Divine) 
made God as angry with thoſe he ſet a-work, 
as them againſt whom they were employed: 
So hateful is cruelty and ambition to him, and . 
ſo different is his mind and man's in inflicting 
che lame puniſhment; Compare with this, 
| Iſa. 47. 6. and 10. 5. 2 Chron. 28, 9, Pſal. 69. 
26. Exck. 25. 12. Obad. v. 10. Exel, 26. 2. 
| 


Another objc&ion may be from 2 Cor, 4.4; 
where Satan is called tbe God of #bia'world, 


: Anſ. He, who is worſhipped, obeyed, dread. 
Jed by ſomc as a God, is ſtill a limited Devil, 
ne who hath ſinners at his nod, is fill at the 
beck of the Lord. The common 'Hang-man 
" MW hath not the power of life and death, becauſe 
ne is the Sherit's under-officer. The Devil is 
* WM an Exccutioner of Divine Wrath, but no ab- 
* MW folute Lord. Paul never meant otherwilſe;for 

he acknowledgeth the Lord as Supream; who, 
„ chough he permit Satan to work in the Qu4 pers 
world, is ſtill above him; yea, therefore above ——_—_ 
him, becauſe he doth permit him, —— 


|; Paulus, 
9 proſecti- 
onem ſuam quam in uno loco ( 1 Theſſ. 2 18.) dixerat à 82 
tanã impeditam fuiſſe : alibi 8 Cor. 16, 7.) in Dei permiſ- 
fione ſtatuit. Cale. 


Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, That in 1 Cor, 9.9, Doth God take 
care for Oxen ? may be objected. 


Auſ. The Apoſtle doth not deny the Pro. 
vidence with reſpe& to Oxen; (tor that is 
_ aſſerted in Scripture, Exod. 9, 3. Pſal, 

7. Pſal, 114. 14.) but his purpoſe is to back 
the Doctrine of Miniſterial maintenance from 
thence”; and that, as myſtically or typically 
held. forth by the labouzing-Oxe , who had 
the priviledg to be without a muzzle; or 
rather by. arguing 4 fortiori, thus: Dethb ( 
take care for Oxexn? he doth ; and therefor 
if the Lord would have equity obſerved to 
wards the labouring- beaſt, much more (hou 
they , who labour in the Lord , have thei 
double hangur. See 1 Tim, 5.17, 18. The 
Lord values a good Miniſter more than Oxen 
though ſome men, worſe than, Beaſts, val 
their Ozen more than their Miniſter, Th 
place then being thus underſtood, is a proof tc 
the Doctrine of Previdence: for the great Lo 
of the World hath, an eye, in his Prov 
dence, on the very dumb Beaſts, who have 
God for their ſpeaker, 
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CHAP. m. 


HE ConſeQaries or Inferences from 
a the Doctrine of Providence , now follow; 
. W which, in ſhort, ſhall be pointed to: — 
amplification is here waved, ſeeing occaſion 
will be offe ted to (ay more in the other 
Parts of this Treatiſe. 

Firſt then ; It is no leſs dangerous, than 
erroucous, to deny the Providence of God; for, conni- 
the connivence or winking of Providence, is ventia 
not biindneſs. They who will not ſce God in Dei non 
his Provide ner , may juſtly fee] him to che _ 
wo. If thc Meditation ot . Providence be not a . 
Load-fione it: draw men from Sin to Virtue; 

God may jult'y make ſome diſpenſations of Quod fi 
his to become a Mill-ſtone: Appoſite and full Provi- 

for this purpole , is that in Zepb, 1. 12, 13. dentis _ 
And it ſhall come to paſs at that time, that Too & 
will ſearch Feruſalem with candles, and puniſh unius Dei 
the men that are ſetled on their lees, tbat ſay in nutu gu- 
their bearts, The Lord will not do good, neither. will bernatur, 
be do evil: therefore their goods ſhall become 0 
booty , and their bouſes 4 deſolation: They alſo tiquitas 

all build bouſes, but net inbabit them; and they imperito- 
ſhall plant vinyards, but not drink, the wine thereof. rum, g- 
See more by way of Commination for their —— 
Atheiſtical Reaſonings about Providence, in ver. vel cap. 
14, 15, 16, ta, ad er- 
rorem 
mutui rapere conſenſus 3 cum Philoſophorum ſuorum ſententiis 


reſellatur, quibus & rationis & vetuſlatis aiſtit authoritas. Ain · 
«ns Feliz, in {uo Oct. p. 61s 


2. Be- 
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2. Behold the Foundation · ſtone for a reli 
gious acknowledgment of the hand of God 
both in proſperity,and in adverſity ! The pleas 
fant ſtreams of the one, and the bitter rivu- 
lets of the other, flo from the Spring - heads 
of Providence. Agur acknowledge th this in that 
prayer of his, recorded Prov. 30.8, And ſo Fob 
in his doxology or thankſgiving, Job. 1. 21. 
yea, God himſelf doth: atteſt this in his con- 
teſt with Iſrael, ſaying, For ſhe did not know 
.; that ] gave ber corn, and wine, and oyl, and mul- 
tiplied ber filver and gold, which they prepared 
— for Basl+ therefore bebold, I will return, and 
* fake away my corn in the time thereof, and my win 
in the ſeaſon thererf, and will recover my wool 
and my flax given to cover ber nakedneſs, Hol. 2. 8.9 
3. There is a proper and full object tot 


—— aich and meditation to be converſant about, 
go non 5 4 | 

oſſe i- in order tothe tranquillity of the ſoul, and 
em no- that in the midſt of all the great concuſſions, 
ſira ſtare terrible aſpects of ſecond- cauſes, windings and 


mame turnings of affairs that are or (hall be in the 


= — world; Let it be conſidered in whoſe hand the 


currat government of the world is, and then though 
nobisPro- Heaven and Earth do come together, a gra- 
— cious heart, and ſolid quiet, will not be far 2. 
29 ſunder, God # our refuge. and ſfrength, a very 
rebus 

contuſis 


ſciat, cur tantum permittat licentiz reprobis: deinde quorſum 
evaſuri ſint eorum conarus , & quis tandem futurus fit exitus 


Niſi ergo hoc nobis perſuaſum ſit, Deum atcand Providenti3 
moderari res turbatas, centies quotidie, imo ſingulis momenti; 
Satan excuteret nobis fiduciam , quz debet quieſcere in Deo. 
Calv. in Hab.i.v. 1a. 

we 


preſent belp in time of trouble: therefore will uu 
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we fear thowgh the earth be removed, and though 
the mountain be carried into the mid of the 
ſes ;; though the waters thereof roar and be trou- 
bled, though the mountains ſhake with the ſwel- 
ling thereef, Selab. Pla), 46. 1, 2, 3. The Lord 
is good, a firong-bold in tbe day of trouble, and 
be -knowetb them that truſt in him : but with an 
oter. running flood he will make an end of the 
place thereof, and darkneſs ſhall purſue bis ene 
mics, Nahum 1. 7,8. See more, Rev. 2.10. and 


7. 25 3. 
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HE various Conſiderat ions or Diſtin- 
d ions of Providence (ſo termed for 
our better apprehenſion ) come now 
to be ſpoken unto; and theſe may 
be ranged into ſeveral orders: as, 

1. In reſpe& of the Parts ( as ſome call 
them), or Form (as others term it), namely, 
ſupportation or upholding , and guberne 
tion, 

2, In reſpect of the Object about n 
Providence is converſant, 

3. In reſpect of the Mode or Manner ho 
Providence is converſant about matters. 

4 In reſpect of the End, Iflues, or k 
vent of Prot idence. 

Of theſe a little in their order. 
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CHAP. L 


ROVIDENCE, as upholding the 
Creatures, may be conſidered, 

1. With reſpe& to their Beings : Neb.9,6. 
Fob 33.4. Pſal. 104. 30. Ad. 17, 28. 

2. With reſpect to their Well-beings: Pſal. 
105. 37: Pſal. 144, 12, 13, 14. 

Now oppoſite unto this Conſideration of 
Providence, is Providence conſidered as deſerting: 
As there is Providence upholding , ſo there is 
Providence with-holding its influence: Thou 
( faith the Pſalmiſt ) bideſt thy face, they are 
troubled >. thou takgfi away their breath, they dye, 
and return to their dul, Pal, 104. 29. and 102. 
ver. 20. 

Deſerting- Providence reſpe as, (1.) the bee - 
ings of things as ſuch, Pſal. 90. 5. Fer. 52.1 3. 
Dan. 5.30, 31. 

2. The well-being: Egypt to be a King- 
dom, but a baſe or low one, Ezek, 29.14, Me- 
Pbibaſheth a Man, but a maimed or lame one, 
2 Sam. 4. 4. : 

Again , Providence as Governing or ruling, 
may be conſidered , 

1. By way of Motion, direction, and ordi- 
nation of the Motion to ſuch ends and uſes as 
God intends, As 17.28, 1 Kings 11. 14. Exra 
Fi 2.1. Gen, 50. 20. 

2. By way of Inhibition, or checking the 
Creatures in their operations; and this is, 
C 2 1.Ab- 
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1. Abſolute, or eminently controlling them, 
Exod, 11. 7. Exod. 14 22. 2 Kings 19: 32. Dan, 
3. 29. and 6. 22,23. fobn 19.36. a 
2, Comparative, partial, or in part, 2 Chren. 
12. 7,8. Rer. 2. 10. 4 


CHA P. II. 


ROVIDENCE, in regard of the Ob- 

n 
1. General, as it reſpects the whole world, 
Pſal. 135. 6. Prob. 15.3. Heb. 1. 3. | | 

2. Special, as it reſpects, (i.) Perſons, or in- 
telligent natures. (2,) Things. 

1. As it reſpects Perſous, or intelligent 
Natures; and ſo it comprehendeth, 

1. Angels; and that (1,) Good, Heb.' 159; 
Adi 12. 11. (2.) Bad, who ate ſubjected to 
Providence, 1 King, 22. 21,12. Job t. 9, 10, 11. 
Mat. 8 3m. W nh TIN 

2. Men; and that (1.) ſingly or parti. 
cularly, as Gen. 28. 12,13. Exod:2: 6. (2.) Con. 
junctively or relatively; and that (1.) in re- 
gard of Family- relation, 2 Sam. 23. 5. 1 King 
14.10. (2.) In regard of a Political combina- 
tion, as perſons are united under this or that 
form of Civil Gove rument; all the Govern- 
ments in the world are under a higher Go 
vernment: Sce Fer. g. 15, to 1x9. 

3. In regard of an Eccletiaſtical or Spiri 
tual Society, Proridenet doth ſignally and mon 
peculiarly reſpect the Church of Chhriſſ 


i 


Dent, 
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Dias. 26. 48. Fal. 135, 4 1 Tim. 4, 10. 

Again, Providence reſpects Things, as well 
as Perſons; and that, 

. Animate, which have lifez as Trees, 
| MW Herbs, Fiſhes, Fowls, Beaſts of the field, Fſal. 
ic. Fonab 1 17. & 4 6.Mat 6.26,28,30. 

2. Inanimate, without life 3 Fob 38. 22, 23, 
&c. Pſal 48.8. 
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CHAP. III. 


P ROVI DENN E, in tegard of the man- 
ner, hom convetſant about its objcctsz is 


| variouſly diſtinguiſh; In the fit plage, it is 
Effecttye, or., Permiſſive. | 

The former reſpecteth the production or 
bringing forth of whatever hath a real or 
proper beeing, whether natural, mazal, ſpiri- 
tual, as Fames.1. 17. 

The later reſpects the anomy, irregularity, 
warping, aſide from the Rule of Rightcoul- 
neſs. 3, and this as inherent, or adherent to the 
natures, motions, actions, of intelligent na- 
tutes, whether Angels or Men. This Permiſſive 
Providence is not a moral conceſſion, or legi- , 
imation, or warzanting from Heaven what is 
done: but a not- hindring by way ot phylical 
dr natural mterpoſition, or not-putting forth 
bf a force inhibitive or curbing. Neither is it 
a meer beholding the evils; for there is an. 
fficacy of Providence, though not an efficiency (as 
he Orthodox term it) with reſpe&t to the 
C 3 ſins 
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ſins of men; and there is more in Permiſſion, 
than an idle contemplation of matters. See 
Heb, 6.3. 2 Sam, 12. 11. 

Again, Previdence is ( 1. ) ordinary, which 
keeps the uſual road or inſtituted order both 
in naturals and ſpirituals: See Pſal. 19.4, 5.6; 
Fer. 31.35, 36,37. Rom.10:17. | 

2. Extraordinary, which is oppoſte to the 
former, as Fobn 10. 12, 13. 2 Kings 20.9,10,11, 
Allis 9. 3,4, 5. — 

Here if I might (though I affect not inno- 
vat ions in Divinity) I would dittinguiſh Ex- 
traordinary Providence into that which is (1 Re- 
ally and properly miraculous, (2;)Eminencly 
and remarkably wondrous, I may ſet fort 
this by an alluſive Inſtance : For a Child to 
throw a ſtrong Man to the ground, and that 
by grappling with him hand to hand, may 
well be interpreted miraculous; there being 
no proportion of ſtrength in the Child to th 
of a Mighty man, And yet ſuppoſe the mat 
is ſitting according to a tottering poſture in 
a Chair, ſo that his body is in cqual porze, 4 
{mall puſh of a child ſends him hcad-Fong te 
the ground. In like manner Providence, by 
wonderful con junction of weak means 
thcm(cives, and by opportune application d 
means, brings forth a work very glorious, Se 
Judges 4. 21. and 7, 16, 17, 18, 2 Chron: 24, 
23, 24. | 

Latily , Providenre is diſtinguiſh't into im 
mediate and mediate. Immediate excludes the 
intetpoſition or intervening of means; inſtr 
ments which God uſcth at other times * 

Wel 
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when the Lord himſelf preached to Adam, 
Gen. 3. 9. Mer yrs, but not by the ule of 
the creatures, Exod. 34. 28. 

2. Mediate , when the Lord uſeth means, 
(1.) more common or general, as the Angels 
for their miniſtry ; the Heavens and the 
Earth for Corn, Wine, and Oyl. Sce Pal. 
148. and Hoſ. 2.21, 22, (2,) More peculiar, 
and particularly deſtinated for ſuch ends and 
purpoſes, Iſa. 38. 21. 4d, 10. 5, 6. the Angel 
will not there take away Peter's work 3 he 
willeth Cornelius to ſend for Simon Peter 
(not Simon the Tanner) for his Tca- 
cher. | 
Moreover, Means in order to Effects and 
Conſeqdents, are, 

1. Ncceffary, or definite; which ordinari- 
ly work this way, and no other; as, tor the 
Sun to ſhiae and give forth heat, Pſal. 19. 

$, 6 
94 Contingent and indefinite; whoſe ef- 
fects, beſore they exiſt, might not fo have 
been, as confidered with their next Cauſts; 
though otherwiſe in reſpect of God, his 
will to the contrary ,* the ſaid «tes arc 
nee ſſary; So the bones of Chriſt were not 
broken, Jebu 19 31, 32, 33, with 36. 
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CHAP, IV. 


ROVIDENCE, in regard of the 

End, Iſſues, and Events, hath its con- 
fiderations. | 
1. The End: is ultimate, or laſt 3 and that 
is the Glory of God, Rom. 11.3 2,33, 36. or in- 
termediate, which is the creatures ſetviceable - 
neſs and uſctulneſs, according to its place or 
ſation, in order to the former. So the Hea- 
vens and the Earth are Caterers for Fezreel, 
and that to the Lord's glory, whoſe bounty 
and mercy are diſplayed in hearing the Hea- 
vens and the Earth for Jezreel , Hof. 2. ver. 
21, 22, &f 
" Again, the Iſſues of Providence reſpeRing 
matters, are ſometimes by way of furthering 
and ſucceeding things, ſo that the ordinary 

articular End is attained; fo when God 

careth the Heavens, the Heavens the Earth, 
the Earth the Corn, and the Wine and Oy], 
and they hear Fezreel, Hſ, 2. 21,22. 

Or, {econdiy , By way of dathing things, 
not withitanding a probability of ſuch and 
ſuch Ends, though not of ſuch Ends as Pre- 
pidence intendeth, where and when the Lord 
croſſeth, diſappointeth, or thus daſherh in his 
Di penſations. Sce 1ſa.7.5, 6, 7. Hag. 1. 6, 
9, 10, 1 t. 8 

Laſtly, The Events of Providence are, 

I Foyſu!;, which terminate in the good, 

| com- 
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comfort, happineſs of the Creature, Exod. 14. 


30, 31, Efth. 9. 22. 
Or, ſecondly, Moxrnful, or by way of 

ſmart , diftreſs, tribulation 3 as Exod. 14. 27, 

28. 2 Sam, 1.12. | 

Thus I have marſhall'd up the ſeveral Di- 
ſtinctions or Conſiderations of Providence : 
There are other ſubordinate Conſiderations 
of it, yet reducible to ſome of the fore-men- 
tioned Heads of Diſtinction or Conlideration. 
What thoſe other Conſiderations are, I may 
only point at. 

Providence then may be conſidered as dired 
and collateral: An inſtance for the former, is 
the Lord's ſtirring up Cyrw in otder to the 
delivery of his people, Ezra 1. An illuſtrati- 
on for the later, may be the Philiftines invadiag 
the Land; which (at leaſt in regard of ; any 
ſuch _ intended by them) was aby-blow 
for David's deliverance, 1 Sam.23.26,27. 

Again, Providence may be confidered as more 
plain and obviow', ſo that he who runs may 
read; or more dark and intricate. Moreover, 
It may be conſidered as fingle or in part; and 
as copulative, as when the whole of a buſi - 
neſs is laid together. 

Loaſtly, It may be conſidered, as concealing for 
s time; or reuialing, bringing #bings to light. 
Thele and the like. Conſiderations being ex- 
emplified in the following pages, I forbear en- 
Jargement here, and ſo pals on to the Third 
Part of the Treatiſe, 
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HE, Extent of Providence hath been tou- 
ched by an enumeration of Creatures 10 
which it extendeth, as in the former 
Part of this Treatiſe hath been ſnewed. 
To avoid then prolixity and repetition, I ſhall 
here (7.) Prove the extent of Providence to 
all the, Creatures. (2. Improve this Do- 
crine of . General Extent, by giving the 
Conſectaries or Inferences. from . and 
under this, later, (ball, launch: forth into 
ſome. en arms of this Sea, where the 
beissen ſeem more difficult by feaſon 
of the — 4 at. the Water -ſpouts, the. wel- 
ling of the waves. aud billows. to the con» 
trary. And fiſt then of welt, : 


— I IY 
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_ proof far the Extent of Providence, 
appeareth divers ways, as here brit fly to 
be infilicd on, followeth. 


I, From 
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1. From expreſs aſſertions in Scripture : 
The aſſertions have their latitude; they know 
no bounds of mans reſtriction ; fo Neb. 9. 6. 
Thou even thou art Lord alone; thou baſi mall 
beaven, the heaven of beavens witb all their hoſt, 
the earth andall. things thereiz, and thou prefer + 
veſt them all, and the hoſt of heauen worſhippeth thee, 
fay that godly company there on their {0+ 
lemn Day of Humiliation, 2. 1, 4 In the Ark 
God not only took care of Noab, but of the 
creatures : It's an obſervable expreſſion which 
is in Gen, 8. 1. Aud God remembred Noab- and 
every living thing, and all the cattel that was with 
him in tbe Ark To this add, what the Lord 
himſelf aſſerteth to this purpoſe in the 38, 39, 
40, 41 chapters of Jb. 7 
2. From God; without whoſe will, aud 
againſt whoſe will (the will of Purpoſe; not 
ot Precept, diſcovered in his Law-giving 
Rules for: man), nothing comes to pals, Are 
not two ſparrows (faith Cheiſt) ſold. for 4 far- 
thing ? and one” ef them ſhal not fall on (the 
ground without your Father, Mat. 10.29. bo i 
he that ſaith, and it comeih to paſs, when tbe 
Lord ccommundeth it not ? Lam. 3. 37. 
3. From the Creatures; «which: becauſt 
they are Creatures, are not independent, or 
exempted in point of dependency, from thę tirit 
Cauſe, Theſe (ſaith the Pſalmiſt ) wait all upon 
thee, that 1bou mayſt give them their ment in due 
ſeaſon, Plal 104. 27. See further other places of 
Scripture, which are quot ed upon other par- 
ticular accounts, though upon the general ac- 


count of Providence they are repeated, as Hoſ.2. 


21,22, Acis 17.28. 4. From 
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4. From the cognation or kinſhip of +Pravi- 
dence with Creation, Providence (as was before 
intimated) is a. kind of continued Creation. 
God not only gives the creatures their beds 
to lye on, but (bear with the phraſe) makes) 
their beds. As Creation, therefore is enten - 
five- to the creatures without exception, as: 
Gen. 1. 25. ſo like wiſe is the Lord's upholding 
them and governing them to his own glory. 

See Pſal. 89. 12, 13, GC. 1 


CH A P. 1 


IRST then, from the Doctrine of the Uai- 
verſal extent of Gods Providence , it may 
be evinced „ That vain and falſe is the conceit 
of thoſe, who though they allow a Provi · 
dence, yet narrow it in regard of: the Object; 
\ 8s if ſo be Provide reached to ſome of the 
more noble of the creatures, and not to others. 
Whatever the Philoſophy, or rat her the ex- 
travagancy of Philoſophy, diftates;; true Di · 
Nam ex vinity le ſſoneth other wiſe. Mbatſoru er the 
collie“ Lord pleaſed that did he ia the beaven, and in the || 
— 4 earth ; in the ſeas; and in all deep places Plat, 
Qualiter 135. 6. 9 T (1 


moderari a gs he N 0 T 
quicquid in cœlo & terrã agitut: quia abſurdum eſſet, 


loa 


Deo creatos fortuith nunc volyiz & res vel hominum erbitcls? 
vel temere & caſu miſceri in terri; quia proprium Dei eſt tueri 
& gubernare quicquid condiditr Ne cum profanis hominibus 
imaginemur pulchercimi hujus theatri conſpectu otioſum ſtui. 
calv. ad locum. 
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In the ſecond place then; Here is 2 large 
field ſor contemplstion of, and meditation 
on, the Prorideme of God. Providence, which 
reacherh to all things, teacheth man to eye 
God in every thing, and to beware of ſlight- 
ing him in any thing. There arc five tracks 
or paths of Providence which here I ſhall point 
out at, and ſo encourage the Chriſtian to ſet 
foot in them for his good and benefit. 

The firſt is, the path which Providence beats 
out through the heads and hearts of men, in 
Civils as well as Sacreds. 

2. The cleanly way of Providence through 
the dirt and mire of men's fins, 

3. The ſtraight road of Providence, not with- 
ſtanding the many lanes, windings, and turn- 
ings of contingencies. « 

4. The Church-yard-way,or the ſable walk 
of  Providenee to Gdlgotb;or the place of skulls: 

5. That leſſer, trivial, and fearce a way of 
Providence (to carnal- reaſon) in matters of 
ſmaller moment. 

All theſe 1 may well call the beaten paths 
of Providence,” I ſee no reaſon why we ſhould 
not cye the Almighty in theſe paths. Be not 
therefore (O Chriſtian) at à fiand here, as 
they were at the place where Aſobel fell 
down, 2 Sam. 2. 23. Here is no bloody Aſabelz 
I mean, no ſuch black and bioody notions in 
afſerting the walk of che Lord in theſe paths. 
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A. Pyoſpec of 
SC T2, 


That the Providence of God reacheth to the 
Wills of men, is queſtioned by ſome ; but ttuly 
aſſerted by others, and that according to the; 
ſacred Seriptures: For, | 

1, They who ſcem to be moſt arbitrary 
in the world, are yet aſſerted to. be in ſubje+ 
ction to Providence: the Great · ones of the 
World owe homage to the Great Lord of the 
World; though they are Lords of men, yet 
not of Providence: Solomon, who faith of a 
King, He doth whatſoever pleaſeth him, Eccleſ. 
8. 3. faith alfo, Tbe-Kings beart is in the band of 
tbe Lord, as the rivers of water; be turueth it 
whitherſoever be will, Prov. 21.1, Chriſt aver · 
reth to Pilate's face, faying , Thou coulaſt have 
no power-at all againſt me, except it were given thee 
from above, John 19. 11. 

2. The reaſon why men take this or that 
courſe, is in ſome reſpect attributed to the 
Providence of God, as over-ruling. Sampſon is 
for a TIimuab-Damoſel; his Parents knew that 
it was of ibe Lord, that be ſought an occaſion a» 
gainſt the Philiftines , Judg. 14. 4, Saul went 
bome to Gilead, and there went with bim a band of 
men whoſe bearts God bad touched, 1 S2m. 10,26, 
See more 1 Sam. 1 1. 5, 6. Mat, 21. 2,3. 

3. The Prayers of Saints do imply the 
truth of this aſſertion, God Almighty give you 
mercy before the man, that be may ſend away your 
other brot her, and Benjamin, lait h Jacob to his ſons, 
who were now ſetting forward to Egypt, Gen. 
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43. 24 Sce alſo Neb, 2. 4. with the following 


verſes, which give to underſtand Nebemiab's 


belief in this point; and fo likewiſe that of 
the Apottlc, 1 Tim. 2. 1,2. | 

4. There ae clear inſtances of God's in- 
clining, winding and turning the hearts of 
men, and that contrary to their natural byaſs 
and probable inducements which might 
ſway them another way. Laban lays not 
violent hands on Jacob, though covetouſneſs 
and fury might edg him on ſo to do. See Gen. 
31, 7:29. Eſau had an invetezate hatred a- 
gainft Facob'z and howbeit he is kind and com- 
plemental, Gen. 33.4. The Lord gave the V. 
reelites favour in the fight of the Egyptions, 


 Exod,.42. 36. Cyrw let go the captives with» 


out price and xewazd, I/. 45. 13. 

J. The-Pravidence of God is converſant a» 
bout the ſenſes: of men. The hearing ear and 
the ſeeing · eye, tbe Lord: bath made. even both of 
them, Prov. 20.42, Notable inſtances there are 
of the marvellous extent of Previdence to the 
eyes and cars of men! Witneſs the Sodomites 
blindneſs, or want of diſcerning Lo#'s dore, 
Gen. 19. 11. The Syriaus were led in a dance 
by the Prophet to Samoria, 2 Kings 6. 18. In 
like fort the Lord is ſaid to make the Hoſt of 
the Syrians to hear 4 noiſe of Chatiots, and a 
noiſe of Horſes, even the noiſe of a great 
Hoſt, 2 Kings 7. 6, Now Providence , which 
thus walketh in the Porch of ment ſenſes, 
walks from thence into the Parlour of the 
nobler faculties of men's Underſtandings, 
Wills, Affect ions. There is a natural —— 
courle 
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courſe betwixt this lower and upper houſe of 
man, Reaſon not only takes a true, but even, 
falſe alarum of the Senſes, as in the place 
laſt mentioned; The King of Iſrael ( (aid the 
Syrians one unto another) bath bired againft u 
the Rings of the Hittites, and tbe Kings of the 
Egyptians, to come po w : wherefore they aroſe 
and fled, 2 Kings 7. 6, 7. 

6- The conſiderable revolations, changes, 
iſſues of matters in the World, turn in, and 
turn out at the doors of men's hearts. What 
is ſtated and accorded at this Council - board, 
hath a conſiderable influx on the affairs of 
Nations and Kingdoms. Abaſnerw his heart 
is towards Eftber, chap. 5-3. and 7. 3, 4. and 
what a change follows both in Court and 
Countrey, after, the following Hiſtory de- 
clares, Let a Dariw be partially won to own 
Daniel's God, and what a change is there in 
bis Dominions ? Dan. 6. 26, 27. Auguſtus Ceſar 
is reſolved on a Tax, and what an influence 
hath that throughout the Roman Empire? 
Lake 2. 1. 

Laſtly, The Objections to the contrary, 
namely, That Providence doth not thus reach un- 
to the hearts of men, have no weight in them. 


Firſt, It's objected, Where is then man's 
liberty ? 


Anſ. Where is, on the other hand , the 
Lord's Prerogative-Royal over all men, and 
all of men? Is not the Lord, King of kings, 
and Lord of lords? Hath not he the ſupream 

Agency 
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Agency in and over the hearts of men ? Do not 
men think, adviſe, determine thus and thus? 
and yer the anſwer of the tongue is from the 
ie i Lord, ſee Prov. 16. 1. 

” 2. Let the Objectors reconcile man's liber · 
ſe 


ty with the fore-knowledg of God ( which 
is not denied )z-and the like reconciliation 
may be found with the Will and Providence 
of God. Look at what door the fore-know- 
ledg of God goes out at, without a juſtle at the 
wills of men: at the ſame door the Will and 


i, Providence of the All-wiſe God can and do 
of Weo forth. 

rt 3. The Scripture hath plain and full inſtan- 
id res of accord betwixt man's liberty and Di- 


ine Providence. Saul acted freely in ſeeking his 
ather's Aﬀes; and yet the Lord had told 
Samuel before , I will ſend thee a man out of the 
and of Benjamin, 1 Sam. 9. 16. The King of 
Babylon reſolveth, and that freely (having uſed 
vis divination ), to goagainſt Feruſalem; and 
his holds correſpondence with the threat- 
ings of God by the Prophet, againſt the In- 
abitants of Jeruſalem, Ezek 21. i8. 
4. Man therefore acts freely, becauſe God 
th conſtituted in him afreedomfrom coaction 
d brutiſh determination. The Lord hath em- 
lliſnt the foul of manwith the noble faculties 
Reaſon, and Election, fo as that he differs 
om a Beaſt; and hath a liberty in acting, 
ough not a liberty of abſolute independen- 
. He who learns to ſwim, puts forth his 
ands and feet freely , though another hold 
d guide his head, And this may ſerve 
D by 
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by way of reply to that fuſt Objection. 


2. It may be axed by ſome, Would not 
this Docttine make God the Author of fin? 


Anf. 1. Would not a denial of God's Pro- 
vidence about the Wills of men, make them 
the Authors of Grace? Surcly ſuch Doctrine 
which robbeth the Lord of his glory in work - 
ing on, changing, and renewing the hraxts of 
men, is not of God, Iſa. 26. 12. Phil. 2. 13. 


1 Cor. 4. 7. 
2, It may be replied then to the Objecti- 


on, with that of the Apoſtle to the like; God 
forbid; for then bow ſhall God judg the world 
Rom. 3. 6. The holy God, who made the 
houſe of man's ſoul, and the ſeveral rooms 
thereof, knows all the naſty corners of the 
ſinner, and can goin and out in his Providence, 
without detiling the garment of his Holineſs 
The Sun ſhines on the Dunghill , and is not 
therefore a Dunghill-light. Whatever the 
Aſſyrian was, and his deſign was, all bad e- 
nough ; yet God himſclt diſtioguiſheth be. 
twixt his own work, and the Aſſyrians bar- 
barous Villanics, Iſa. 10. 12. We are not then 
to make a contuſion, where the Lord maketh 
a diſtinction. What is proper to ſinful and ſi- 
ning man, let man have: what is proper it 

a Wiſe, Juſt, Powerful God, let God have 
He that holds a ſtone and a piece of Cork ur 
der water, is not becauſe he withdraws: his 
hand, the proper intrinſecal cauſe of the one 


its ſinking, and the others its ſwimming A 1 
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both ſtone and cork do cqually parti- 
| cipate in the hand: the ſtone doth not 
| therefore fink, becauſe the hand is with- 
, drawn ſor then the cork ſhould fink too: 

and the cork doth not therefore ſwim 3 for 
then the ſtone ſhould ſwim too. This may 
4 little illuſtrate the matter to weaker ca- 
pacities. It's a / myſtery, and hath its knots 3 
yet it's unreaſonable therefore ſtill to diſpute, 
und not to believe. The Scripture doth plain- 
ly lay before us, how God, Men, and the Devil, 
had a concurrence in Job's caſe 3 a work of 
Providence there was, though not ſor the like 
end, and'in the like manner, with a malicious 
Devil, and plundering Sabeans and Chaldeans: 
Providence: knoweth how to do cleanly work by 
the foul hands of finners. Caiapha was the 
Trumpet of a glorious Prophecy: Hr is like 
a ſervant who broacheth a barrel in a dtun- 
ken humour: the Matter of the houſe may 
well puniſh the ſervant for his luſt, and yet 
wiſely order the veſſel to be drawn forth for 
the uſe of the family. It's wonderful indeed 
to confider, how the Lord's arrows are ſhot 
in men's bows! and how he throws a Jewel 
in their Slings! But ſo it is, as it appears no- 
tably from t hat inſtance of Caiapba. Sce John 


11. 50,51. with 47,48, 49,53. 


; The Conſectaries from the Doctrine of Pro- 


vidence , as here reſpecting the hearts of men, 
are theſe: 
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1. Abſurd then is the conceit of thoſe who 
D 2 would 
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would have men exempted from the influx 
and conflux of Providence.” The Creatures of a 
lower ſorm are under the Law of Providence, 
and that too in reference to man, Fſal. 104.14. 
And are not men much better than they, as 
Chriſt argueth, Mat.6.26, There is little rea- 
ſon, and leſs divinity, to deny the ſubjeQion 
of the greateſt of men to the . controlling 
Providence of God. Daniel preached no ſuch 
Docttine at Court; he aſſerts before Belſhazzar, 
ſaying, The God in whoſe band thy breath is, and 
whoſe are all thy ways, baſt thow not glorified, 
Dan. 5. 23. 

2. There is reaſon to eye God's Providenct 
even then, when men's hearts are hardned 
and filled with fury towards perſons, True 
it is, God inſtilleth no venom ot fin into their 
hearts ; but yet there is a wile and righteous 
hand of Providence in this caſe, --- He turned 
their heart 10 hate bis people, to deal ſubtilly with 
bis ſervants, Plal, 105. 25. Men would do well 
therefore, not only to look upward to God, 
but alſo inward on their ſouls, and backward 
on their lives; and may they not cry out 
then, Men have done us wrong, but God 
hath done us right? The ſons of Belial are 
injurious , but the hand of Providence is righ- 
teous; righteous, righteous ! 

3. It is a pious and prudent courſe to begin 


with God, when we have to do with men, c- 


pecially in matters of greater conſequence, So 
did Eſther; the faſts, and her Maidens, the 
Ladics of Honour faſt; and the Jews in Sbu- 
Pan, the Metropolitan City, falt , before ſhe 
ma* 


L 
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maketh her addreſs to Abaſuerws, Efth.4.16. and 
ſurely there is encouragement ſo to do; for 


the Lord can work more ways than we can 


imagine, on the hearts of men: ſometimes he 
knocks out ſparks of pity from flinty hearts, 
Pſal. 106. 46. He made them alſo to be pitied of all 
thoſe that carried them captives. At other times 
he awes, ſtartles, and doth bring to pals 
great things by fears, which take hold on 
men's ſouls with their tenter-hooks. See Foſh. 
2, 11. Ad. 22. 29. 

4. Know to whom the tribute of praiſe 
and thankfulneſs is due for what of Providence 
is diſplayed in the conveyance of mercies by 
a touch from Heaven this and that way, on 
the hearts of men on carth. David hath a ſong 
for God's delivering him out of the hand of 
San, 2 Sam. 22. chap. Now one way of Da- 
vids delivery, was by an acceſs of Providence 
to Saul's heart, 1 Sam. 26. 25, Oc, with chap. 
27. V.4. The fame man of God hath left re- 
cords of God's Providence in his deliverance 
from Achiſh , who look't on David as a mad- 
man, and fo flighted him without trial made, 
or making ſure work with him, who though 
he had been under a phren ſie for the preſent, 
might aſter become a fober Captain to lead 
an Army againſt the uncircumciſed; fee Pſal.34. 
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with 1 Sam. 21. 14,15, Auſtin relates, how by Enchirid. 


the loſs of his way, he found his ſafety in eſca- 
ping the bloody Donati, who had way-laid 
him. There was a good man, who travelling 
on the road, and intending for a certain place, 
meets with one party, and asketh the way to 
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another place for which he intended not, and 
which place he very well knew. The min 
ſets forward, and meets with another party, 
and demandeth alike from him, and puts for- 
wards to the place he intended tor; but not the 
place he fo asked for. A while after, an Ofh- 
cer unknown to him, was following him on 
the ſcent ; and meeting with the firſt party, 
deſcribes the man whom he hunted for, asking 
whether the party ſaw ſuch an one? who te- 
plics, Lea, and he asked the way to ſuch a place. 
The like anſwer was given him by the next 
party, who met him. And fo upon this light 
given, thc man groped in the dark, and the 
r Miniſter eſcaped the ſnare, having had a 
ind of Providential Comment with Aſtin on 
that Text, Prov. 29.24. Man's goings are of the 
Lord. 
SECT. 2; 


That the Providence of God reacheth to the 
ſins of men; yet ſo, that it cannot truly be 
impeach't with pollution (for as wicked men 
participate not in the righteouſneis of God, 
though he uſeth them, their luſts, in a righte- 
ous way, for his glory: ſo Providence partici · 
pates not in men's untighteouſneſs, though 
they are the righteous inttruments of Provt- 
dence, as Jebu, and the Aſhyriau King) hath ber 
tore occationally been intimated; the leſs here | 
may therefore be ſpoken 3 and that the ta- 
ther, ſecing more will be in another Part of | 
this Treatiſe. I (hall then lay down ſome Ar» 
guments in the general tor the proving of - 
- | an 
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and then adjoin ſome proper inſtructions from 
thence. The Arguments from Scripture arc 
as following. - 

1, The puniſhing of ſin with ſin, or fin as a 
righteous judgment of God, is aſcribed to 
God, and owned by Him. Thus Ezek 14. 9. 
And if the propbet be d:ceived when be bath ſpo- 
hen a thing, I the Lord have deceived that prophet , 
ond I will firetch out my hand upon bim, and will 
deſtroy bim from my people Iſrael. Rom. 1. 24, 
Wherdfore God alſo gave them up to uncleanneſs, 
thrawgh the luſt of their own bearts, to diſhowour E 
their own bodies between themſelves. 2 Theſ. 2. Cauſa igi - 


11. And for this cauſe be ſhall ſend them ftrong * — 
luſion t, that they ſpould believe a lye, — 


tas aver · 

tens & hzc initiat, voluntas reſiſtens & hæc continuatz Culpa 
romerens & hæc confirmat: Deus gratiam non dans; & hzc non 
iberat. Deus juſte puniens & hæe ordinat. Ger/on in ada parte 


Operum. p. 349. 


2. The handing good in and through the 
ſins of men, is the work of Providence. The 
good handed, is (1.) Spiritual: So the death 
of Chriſt, with the ineſtimable benefits flow- 
ing from thence, is ſet forward by the ſin of 
the Jews; Him being delivered ( ſaith Peter) by 
the determinate counſel and fore-knowledg of God, 

ye bave taken, and by wicked bauds bave crucified * 
and ſlain, Act. 2.23. The converſion of fouls, 
and the exerciſe ot converted ones graces, ate 
let forward by the furies of men, through an 
over-ruling Providence; ſee Ad. 8. 5,6,7,8, Phil, 
I, 12,13,14. (2.) Good temporal; or as it 
reterreth to the outward man, is brought about 
; D 4 this 
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this way; Joſeph acknowledgeth ſo, Gen, 45. 3, 
8,9. We read in 1 Sam, 30. 13, 14, 15. how 
the barbarous cruelty of an Amalekzte towards 
his ſick ſervant, was an introduction to the 
recovery of captives and goods, which the E- 
nemy there had carried away from Ziklag. 1 
have read how the Proteſtants of Bezzers in 
France, were wonderfully preſerved on this 
wile: A drunken Drummer going to his 
Quarters in the mid-night , rings out the la- 
rum-bell of the Town, and at that very in- 
ſtant the Enemies were at the Wall ſeeking 
and cſſaying for a ſurpriſal of the Tawn. 

3. If God's Providence be knock't off from 
ſinne ts, his Government will be little, or no 
Government: for, the greateli part of men in 
the world arc ſuch, in whoſe hearts fin hath its 
; regency ; ſee 1 Fobn5.19, Epbeſ.2.2. this then 
8criptura were to narrow the ſupream regency of Chriſt, 
+ eg who rules in the midit ot encmics, according 
lum bonas to that in Pſal. 1 10.2. 


enato- | 
—— voluntate*, quas i pſe facit ex malis verum etiam illas, quæ 
conſervant ſæculi creaturam , ita eſſe in Dei poteſtate , ut eas, 
qud voluerit , quando volueri faciat inclinari, vel ad beneficia 
quibuſdam præſtanda, vel ad pena; quibuſdam ingerendas, ſicut 
ipſe judicat ; occultifimo quidem judicio, fed fine dubitatione | 
juſtifimo., Angufi. de grat. & lib, arbit, cap. zbc. 


Manife- 4. God hath his various ways of acceſs to | 
tum eſt, meus finful and ſinning diſpoſitions, judg - 
operar! 
— in cordibus hominum ad inclinandas eorum voluntates {| 
quecunq; voluerit,!fi+e ad bona pro mifericordia : five ad mala 
pro meritis eotum, indicio utiq; ino aliqnando aperto,aliquan- 
do ccculto, ſemper autem juſto. Auguſt. de grat. & lib.arbit c. ai. 
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ments, and affect ions; ſome of , theſe ways are 
explicable, others inexplicable, yet all righte- 
ous. We may ſaſely wade in theſe waters, ha- 
ne ving the Scripture for a guide. Three ways, 
En amongſt others, as explicable in compariſon of 
18 other foot-tteps of Providence without toot-ſteps 
in to be ſeen and traced by the weak eye of mor- 
us tal man, the Scripturc points out: as, (I.) That 
his way of Providence in the denial and ſubſtracti- 
la. on of ſuch help, aſſiſtance, proſperous influ- 
n- WF ence, which the Lord is not obliged to give 
ng or continue. Thus the Lord, in times paſt, 
ſuffered all Nations to walk in their own 
ways, As 14. 16. and ſo the Spirit of the 
Lord departcd trom Saul; and no wonder 
then if the ſpirit, in regard of political in- 
fluences, breathes not as tormerly , that both 
Family and Kingdom go down the wind. See 
1 Sam. 16, 14, 1 Chron, 10. 13,14. Moreover, 
another way how Providence is concerned 
here, is, by letting looſe Satan this and that 
way to work. Satan is a Skiltul Engineer, to 
go through with the black work which by a 
Divine permiſhoun and commiſſion he under- 
takes: ſo its ſaid, There came forty a ſpirit, 
and ſtood b fore the Lord, and ſaid, I will her made 
bim. and the Lord (aid unto bim, Wherewith? and 
be ſaid, I will go forth, and I will he alying ſpi- 
rit in the mouth of all bis prophets « and be ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt perſwade him, and prevail alſo: go 


tes orth and do ſo, 1 King, 22. 21, 22. 

ala Laſily, There are occaſions offered, where- 
n- by wicked ones, yet through their own luſts, 
„. ere cnſnarcd. The waters of the Sanctuary 


arc 


41 


42 


Dr. Sclatey 


fin. Some there were in Paul's days, who dil 
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are pure and good; men's luſts, like lime, are 
inflamed, when theſe waters ate providenti- 
ally caſt on them. Amaziab is cauſleſly offen 
ded with wholſome counſel, The bridle to 
check fin, becomes a ſpurr to edg him on ig 
the road-way of fin, where he mcets with 3 
break-neck fall at laſt, 2 Chron, 25.15, 16. Per- 
tinent for this purpoſe is that in If. 6. 10 
Make the beart of this people fat, make their ears 
beavy, &c. and that in Ja. 28, 13, The word 
the Lord was wnto them precept upon precept, pre- 

t non precept ; line upox line, line upon line 
= lathe — there — that thy mich 
go and fall backward, and be brokgn , and ſnares, 
aud taken, And thus for the Arguments; the 
Inſtructions follow. 


—_— a As oa_c_ 


1. Take no encouragement to fin, because 
God's Providence is righteouſly verſant about 


fly-blow his Doctrine, and pretend abſurditie 
from thence, Rom. 3, 8. Oa what hindg thei 
corrupt reaſoning did hang, is intimated, v.5. 
The Apoſtle doth reply there, as one well ob- 
ſcxveth, (.) by way of caution, I ſpeak afte 
or according to man; that is, not in mine o 
perſon, as if Icither approved or deviſed (uct 
a deduction. 2. By way ot deteſtation, G# 
forbid! that ſhews his abhorrency 3. By wa 
of contutation, elſe bow ſhall God judg the worlds 
The manner ot antwer may in Logick (cem at 
ſurd, but is in Chriſtianity the beſt that. canis 
ſhaped to deniers of Principles; neither w# 
it want of skill that made the Apoltle det 
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the conc] but wiſdom rather, to dire& 


* 


— 
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wards ſuch as queſtion undoubted Principles: 
ſtill hold cvident truths 3 yea, though thou 
know not how to aſſayl doubts raiſed by men 
of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of the truth- 
The direct anſwer is not here expreſſed by the 
Apoſtle; partly, for the cavil is ſo odious, that 
it required rather deteſtation than anſwer 
partly, becauſe the anſwer was ſo obvious, 
that any man might frame it: See what it is, 
the anſwer is on this manner; That it fol- 
loweth not, becauſe the illuſtration of God's 
gloty flows not from our fins, either by the 
nature of them, or by the intention ot the 
committer z but by accident rather, 

2, Make not apologies and defences for fin 
comitted, by way of reflection on the Providence 
of God. There is an evil this way. Adam faith, 
The woman whom thou gaveſt me to be with me, ſhe 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat, Gen, 3.12, Aa+ 
ron doth little leſs than glance at Providence, in 
giving a form to the Calt, I ſaid unto them ſaith 
he to Moſes ) whoſoever bath any gold, let bim 
break, it off : ſo they gave it me, then I caſt it into 
the fire, and there came out this Calf, Exod. 
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ach 32. 24. 

o 3. Eye the Providence of God in and about 
da;, fo as to admire, love, and thank him, who 
r" is wondertuliy gracious, even when men are 


monſtrouily vicious. Foſepb did look through 
the villanics of his brethren, to the All-wiſe 
Providence of God, Gen. 50.20. Peter, who ar- 
raigus the Jews oftMurder, in Ads 2. 23. 
breaks 


God's children how to carry them(clyes to- 
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breaks forth into Doxology, or large Encomi- 
on of the free -· grace of- God, diſplayed in the 
death and reſurrection of Chriſt, whom' the 
Jews had fo barbarouſly murdered, See 1 Pet, 


1. 3y 4 
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SECT. 3. 


What is meant by Contingents here, may be 
demanded by ſome of a weaker underſtanding, 
I ſhall therefore premiſe a few things, before I 
cloſe in with the proof of the extent of Pro. 
vidence to theſe. Contingents then in the gene · 
ral are ſuch, which according to their proper 
nature in themſelves conſidered, have an hab 
lity, propenſity , or inclination, to act thi 
way or that, and to fall out this way o 
that; and may here be confidercd three ways 


t. Contingents are conſidered, (1.) in equil 
balance; ſo that the effect and conſequent, 
before it is, is not determinable more one way, 
than another, (2.) As having a propendulow 
and approaching propenſity to one way, more 
than another. | 


2, Contingents are conſidered, (1.) in re 
gard of natural things; theſe may for diſtio- 
ction ſake be termed Caſual. ( 2. ) In regard 
of voluntary Agents: Thus the acts of the 
Will are accounted- Contingenr, in reſpect d 
the different objects about which they arc 1 

; el 
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ken upʒ and alſo in teſpect of one and the ſame 
object, but as differently verſant about it, whe- 
ther as willing, or nilling. 


5587 


3. Contingents are conſidered as ſingle; or 
implicated, ſo that there is a combination or 
conjunction of them as caſual, or voluntary, 
or both. An cxemplification hereof is in Fo- 
ſepb his caſe ; there was an heap, of Cont in- 
gencies, if we confider , his Father's ſending 
be bim to his brethren, or not ſending him, his 
8 brethren's ſo acting as they did, or not ſo 
ting; the Iſmaelites paſſing by at that time, 
70. or not paſling by; their buying him, or not 
ne- buying of him: moreover it is ſaid, Foſepb 
dei was caſt into the pit, and the pit was emp- 
b ity, there was no water in it, Gen. 
hi 
or 
ys 


$ 


that there was a pit there nigh at 1 ard 
that this pit, which was receptive of water, 
and probably deſtinated for that end, was 
now without water, is all contingent, Here 
we have a Chain of Contingencies, ſome 
links whereof will contribute to the proof of 
the matter in hand in what now followeth, 
both by way of argument and inſiruQion. 


Firſt then, the Scripture plainly aſſerts the 
extent of Providence to contingent matters. So- 
lomox, who had made a deep ſearch both into 
the works of Creation and Providence, atteſteth 
this; and that, (1.) with reſpect to volunta- 
ry Contingents. Prov, 16. 1. The preparations 
of the heart in man, and the anſwer of the tongue, 
# from the Lord, Men think to bring forth — 
an 
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and that diſh on the table, and in this or thaf 

Szpe a- order; but there is a wiſe: controlling Pros 
1 ol dence ; ſuch and ſuch diſhes come not onthe 
unt ho- Table, the Council- table; or not in that or- 


mines po- der are they placed, as was intended. 

litici quid | 

in conſeſſu judicum, ad milites, ad populum, apud principes di 
Ruri ſint+ fed teſponſlonem lin = Deus pro ſua Provide 
tia temperat . Exempla extant oratorum, qui in mag na frequets 
tià hominum turpiter o mutuerunt. Concionat otes ſæ pe tei 
aliquam, d iligenter med iitantur: poſtquam vero ſuggeſtum cou 
ſcendunt & omnium oculos in ſe converſos videut , trepident 
& quæ diligenter weditati ſunt, quemadmodum optarent, pro- 
ferre non poſſunt. Mala etiam ſibi dicendi homines proponugt, 
ſed, nifi Deus juſto Judicio'eos loqui permittat quod volunt, ne 
quaquam poſſunt. Exemplores erit maniſeſta. Balaam ariolt 
corruptus pecunifl regis Ammenitici,devovereliraelitas ſtatuerat 
ſed velit, nolit, bona imprecari eis cogitur. Quod de ſermonegdy 
3 multo magis de ſactis eſt in telligendum. Lavar, Com. it 

1 | 


!,41 
Again, (2.) with reſpe& to Contingents na 
tural, or caſual ; and fo in the fame Chapter i 
is ſaid, The lot j cuſt into tbe lap; but the whe 
diſpoſing thereof is of the Lord, v. 33. What is mot 
contingent in it (elf, than a Lot? yet heres 
the 2 — of Providence ſeen. Exctii: 


plifca there are for this in Achan : the 
tribe of 7#dab was taken, then the family, and 
then the petſon of the family, Foſh.7. 16,17 
and fo likewiſe in Saul, ſec a Sam. 10. 21,21 
Thus we have tlie teſtimony of Solomon; and 
yet behold @ greater than Solomon doth wits 
nels the ſame: for; what more contingent, 
than tor a Sparrow to be taken in net, or kil- 
led otherwitez and yet faith Chriſt, Are nn 
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two ſparrows fold for a farthing ? and one of them 
ſhall ho fall 4 the ground wis bout your Father : 
Met. 10. 29. 

Secondly , If Contingents were without 
the bridle of Providence , God ſhould be ſome 
petty Lord, not an Abſolute and Univerſal 
Governour over the World: yea, remove 
Contingents, and faxewel to the Government 
of the World. Let theſe be dumb Cyphers in 
the Table of Providence, and the ſpeaking, Fi- 
gures will become ſilent ones. To judg by way 
of proportion; let there be a. ſurvey taken of 
the Providence of God in the caſe of Foſephyſct 
by the Contingencies ,, and what becomes of 
that Map or Landskipof Providence? Certain · 
ly the Province of Contingents is of vaſt ex- 
tent ; ſo much may be gathered from that 
paſſage , whether of the wiſe man, or the 
fooliſh man, brought in by the Wiſe man, yet 
ſpeaking truth in regard of the extent of Con- 
tingencics, Eccleſ. 9. 1 1. Time and chance bap- 
peneth to all. 

Thirdly , Matters of conſiderable and great 
conſequence, hang on this nail of Contingea- 
cie: As, 

I. The prevention of great dangers, A con- 
tingent-dilpenſation doth ſet a guard to won» 
der. Joſipb his life was in an ordinary way (if 
not ſome what extraordinary) ſaved by the 
empty pit, and the Merchants, who did traf- 
fick with his brethren for ſuch living Goods, 
And fo Mpſes his life did hang on the cord of 
Contingencies, ſee Exod. a. 5,6, 


2. An 
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2. An in- let to great ſtirrs, tumults, and 
combuſtions, is by virtue of a Contingency, 
The coal of an inteſtine warr was blown by 
Sbeba, who happened (as it is (aid) to be there; 
2 Cam. 20. 1, ſee alſo Fudg, 8 1,2,3. 

3. Great advancements are brought about 
by - Contingencies, The Butler opens his 
mouth at Court for Foſepb ; he was before fi- 
lent; ingratitude had (er a Padlock on his lips, 
as -himfelf acknowledge th, Gen. 41. 9. Eftber 
paſſed to her Royal Palace through ſeveral 
doors of Contingencics. Mordecai likewiſe he 
finds Contingencies to be the golden ſtirrop to 
his Honours: ſce Eftb.2,21,22,23. and chap. 6. 
1, 2,3. 

4. The invention of Arts, and things of 
confiderable conſequence , have drawn their 
firſt breath by Contingency. The invention 
of Guns, that deadly inſtrument in warr, 

Bib Which ſome think to be hinted in that of Rev.g. 
in locum. 17, is reported to be uſhered into the world by 
a ſpark of fire falling into a Mortar of ſulphu- 

reous matter, and ſo gave an occaſion for an 

eſſay what Powder would do in a more ex- 

Biſtory of act Engine. Acoſta relates how the Golden ip 
the ladies, Mines of the Mountain Potogg, were found out in 
lib. 3. c. s by an Indian going to hunt for Veniſon ; in Wor 
the purſuit ot the Beaſt , the Indian laboured en 

to aſcend a ſicep place, and laying hold on cet- 

tain Plants, which yeilding , he eſpied in the Wb 

P, 
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hole, or root, metal; and ſo by this means that 
Golden Mountain was diſcovered, 
5. By Contingent-diſpenſations the Lord 
afflicte th the ſons of men as he * A | 
uſter- 


bluſtering wind of diſtrels gets in at this hole. 
Jenab's Wind, Whale, Gourd, Worm, were 
all Contingents, Fob in like fort drank deep 
of the Lord's bitter cup; Contingent-Provi- 
dence held forth the cup to that ſervant of 
the Lord. Thow breakeft ( faith the Pſalmiſt ] 
the ſhips of Tarſbiſh with an eaft-wind, Plal. 48.7. 
Laſtly , Notable exploits , victories, are 
hereby brought about. That Egyptian (by 
whoſe diſcoverics made, David became ſo vi- 
Qorious, 1 Sam. 30) might not have been (0 
left by his Maſter, or elſe have had ſome kil- 
ling-potion of Soldier-like Phyſick admini- 
ſired to him to put him out of -pain : his not 
ing knock't on the head, proves the means 
for David's knocking down the Amalekiter, 
who (as it happened) were eating, drink- 
ing, and dancing, when David falls foul on 
hem, 1 Sam. 30. 16,17, It is obſervable, how 
in Naval-fights, the Wind, which is a Contin- 
zent at ſuch a nick of time, is of great conſe- 
quence. And not only at ſea, but at land, doth 
Victory hang on Contingency. The Prophet 
aiab gives a deſcription of an happy concur- 
ency of Contingencies, in order to a triumph- 
ng-conqueſt ; and all this with ſubordinati- 
pn to Divine Providence, And he will lift up an , 
nſign to the nations from afar, and will biſs 
mo them from the end of the earth ;, and behold, 
bey ſhall come with ſpeed ſwiftly : none ſhall be 
Peary, nor ſtumble amongſt them; none ſhall ſlum- 
er nor ſleep ;, neitbes ſhall the girdle of their loins 
looſed ; nor the latchet of their ſhoves be bro- 
n, Ia, 5. 26, 27. 
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Fourthly , In the 'glafs of Contingent · di. 
ſpenſations, may be ſeen the Attributes 0 
God in a glorious equipage: As, 

1. The Power bt God, which is notably 
dilplayed in the Winds, Seas, Oc, Pſol.147,rg 
2 Chron. 20, 37. 

2. Mercy of God, as. in the preſervation o 
Joſepb, Moſes, and David, with others. 

3- The Fuſtice of God as when the tw 
Bears came out of the Wood, and devoutd 
forty and two Children, 2 King. 2.23,24. © © 

4. The Verity or Truth of God. Samas 
anoints Saul Captain over the Lord's Inheri- 
tance, 1 Sam. 10. 1. After this, the Lot findeth 
out Saul, though he hid himſelf amongſt th 
ſtuff, v. 20, 21, 22. The Land of Canaan we 
divided by lot 3 and the diviſion holdeth cor 
reſpondence wich the Prophecy of Jacob be. 
fore, as may be inſtanced in Zebulun, Gen 46 
13. with Iſa. 9. 1. Job. 9. 10, 11. 

5, The Viſdom of God: By unthought-d 
Contingencies matters are brought to paſsib 
God's time. In Foſeph's caſe all the Contin- 
gents were the Bridg of Providence for the 
Dreams to paſs over into the Land of Eg 
for their real accompliſhment. 


Having thus given the proof for the extent 
of Providence to contingent matters; there ar 
theſe Leſſons or Inſttuctions which are d 
ute. 


i. There is no reaſon to ſlight Conti 
gent · diſpenſations. The ſame Will of Godi 
I 
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the foundation of Contingents, which is of 


Neceſſarits, or things which are not ſo in 
themſelves conſidered as Contingent; A Spar- 
row hath not the like principle of life as an 
Angel, or Man; and yet the Sparrow falls 
not to the ground without the will of the 
Father, Mat. 10.29, Moreover, as hath been 
intimated, God doth notably diſplay his glo- 
ry by a confederation or concatenation of 
Contingents, Make not leight then of the 
lealt link of the Chain. Remember who cou- 
ples all together, and how he uſeth it. 

2. Here is a check for the proud and in- 
ſulting Adverſaries of the Church. How ea» 
ſily can God, by a Contingent-diſpenſation, 
preſent them with ſuch a {narled knot which 
(hall be too hard for mortal fingers to unty ? 
Haman was wonderfully bafficd in his Projects, 


and that by a junQure of Contingencies, The 


proudefi Child of Hamam hath no reaſon to 
boaſt of to morrow; for the morrow may 
bring forth the death of the Plot, and the 
burial of the Plotter. There are Contingen- 
cies , which to man's apprehenſion, at the 
firſt, ſeem no otherwiſe than ſo many looſe 
ſtraws; but with theſe ſtraws, artificially 
twiſted together by the hand of Providence, a 
Rope is made no leſs ſtrong to bind, than 
Chains and Fetters of Iron. 

3. There is great encouragement to live 
in dependance on God for proviſion and pro- 
tection. Contingent-diſpenſations are often- 
times the Saints Exchequer and Liſe-guard. 
It one had ask d a godly Iſraelite in the Wil 
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derneſs, ſaying, Where is your food ? He muſt 


have anſwered, Above in the Clouds (a v 

high-Cupboard, out of the Children's reach), 
but on the morrow it will be had out from 
thence. Again, if it had been ſaid, What if an 
Enemy ſhall fall on you? It might have been 
replied, That ſuch a blow happened to the 
Egyptians behind, as no need to fear them for 


one Forty years: and ſuch fears had fallen in 


upon the hearts of the Canaanites, before them 
ſo that there* little ground to be diſmayed, 
Thus, through Providence, the Egyptians Frenzy 
at the Red-ſca, and the Canaanites Palſey, ww 
the means of the Iſraelites ſafety. | 
4 Take notice of Mcrcies conveyed on the 
wings of Contingent-diſpenſations, In this 
Treaſure-houſe are Mercies of all ſorts. The 
woman of Samaria happened to come in 4 
good time to Jacob's Well, where the Foun- 
tain of Life was open for her, Fob. 4,6,7, Rath 
goes a gleaning, and her hap was to light on 
a part of the field belonging to Boaz, as it i 
ſaid, Ruth 2, 3. and from a Gleaner ſhe be 
comes a Miſtreſs in Boaz his Family, to whom 
ſhe marricd, and at marriage hath the pray- 


ers of the good people in Bethlehem; which 


prayers of her neighbours had a glorious i- 
ſve, no leſs than Grandfather to a King 6 
born to the joy of Naomi, Boaz, Ruth, and the 
reſt of the people of Bethlebem See Ruth 4 
11. to the end. 
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SECT. +4 


That the Providence of God extendeth to 
the deaths of men, may be illuſtrated, 


1, More generally. 
2, Particularly, 


Firſt, In the general, It appears from theſe 
and the like Arguments. 

I. God giveth lifez and no longer than he 
upholds lite, doth it laſt, Thow (faith Moſes ) 
earrieſt them away as with @ flood, Pſal. go. 5. 
The Jews went about to kill Paul, yet their 
delign was incfiectual 3 as Paul giveth the 
reaſon, ſaying, Having therefore obtained help of 
God, I continue unto this day, Acts 26. 21, 22. 

2. If the Providence of God ſtoops to a 
Sparrow's falling on the ground, why not to 
the grave of a Man? and yet Sparrows are 
not long-liv'd birds, as Naturalifis obſerve; 
they arc birds of little value too. To deny 
then the inference from Sparrows to Men, is 
to aſperſe our Saviour's Logick, for ſo is the 
ſcope of the Argument urged , Mat, 10. 29. 
with 31, 

3. Death is en Evil of (mart; and ſhall 
there be any evil in the City, and the Lord batb 
nos done it / Amos 3. 6. 

4. On the death of ſome perſons, the ad - 
verſity of a whole Nation is uſhered in: that 
is a ſignificant place of Scripture for this pur- 
pole, in Lam. 4 20, The breath of our noſtrils, 
| E 3 the 
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the anointed of the Lord was 8 in their pits, 


of whom we ſaid, Under bis ſhadow we ſyal 
live among #be beathen. And thus briefly in 


the general. 


Secondly, In the next place, more particu- 
larly, Confider the extent of Providence, 


1. To the Kinds of death, | 
2. To the Timing of enn ö 


Firſt, As ſor the Kinds of death, they may 
be diftinguiſhs thus: 

1. Natural; as being affixt to nature ſine 
the fall of out firſt Parents, Gen. 3. 19. 
natural death here, is underſtood the diſſoluti 
of man ſrom Principles of Mortality with 
in, though there (bould not be any violenc 
from wer of : Thus ſome; according to the 
Providential iſpoſition of the: Almighey, com 
to the grade bi & full age, like 95 o fhockof con 
cometh in by Feaſth, 5, 26. fee for ral 
Dent. 34- 5. Pal. 90. 10. 

2. Violent; when the candle of life butt 
not out, but is bult out, aud that by the hot 
breath of 2 raging Enemy, or the ſentencings 
mouth of the Magiſtrate. Job's ſervants wert 
flain by the Chaldeans Sabeanr, but not 
without the Providence of God, as Fob acknow: 
ledgeth, chap, 1, 15, 17, 21. Achan is toned 
to death; and yer glory is due to the Lord 
whom Acban had offended, Foſh. 7. 19,25,26 

3. Caſual 3 which though it may be vis 
lent, yet is here conſidered as not intended bj 
men 
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men as Agents or Inſtruments.God's Providence 
reacheth ta Chance-medly. The ſlaying of 
man accidental, is ſaid to be God*s delivering 
4 man ina the band of the ſlayer : ſee Exod. 21. 
13. Deut. 19. 5+ 


Secondly, The timiog of the deaths of 
men, hath its reference to the Providence of 
God: for as he ſets bounds to the ſea, Fob 38.8. 
and bath determined the bounds of mens habita. 
tions, Acts 17. 26. fo he hath not left the 
lives of men boundleſs, The truth of this will 
appear, |... 

1. From plain places of Scripture at- 
firming ſo, Job 7, 1. Is there not an appoint · 
ed time io mau upon the earth ? Are not bis days 
like the days of an bireling ?_ Job 15. 5. Seeing bis 


days are determined, the r of bis months are 


with thee, thou haſt appointed bis bounds that he 
cannot paſs. Eccleſ. 1.1, 2. To every thing there 
is 8 ſeaſon, and a time to every purpoſe bea- 
ven; 4 time $0 be born, anda time to dye, Accor- 
ding here to Solomon's Divinity, time or ſea- 
{on for things fall under the Providence of God, 
and particularly, birth and death arc in the 
front of the catalogue of the inſtances there: 
which we are (as one obſerveth ) to under- 
ſtand only according to the event, what things 
fall out after God's appointment; not the law- 
ſulneſs or unlawfulneſs of them, what things 


ſhouid bz: by God's commandment. 


2, From the reaſon rendered in Scripture, 
why ſome arc not ſooner removed out of the 
worldby the hands of violence, notwithſtanding 

| © < pro- 
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| romiſſory, or rather comminatory probabili- 
— John 7.30. Then they ſought 2 talf bim: 
but us man laid bands on bim, becauſe bis hour 
was not yet come. The ſame reaſon is repeated 
Fobn 8. 20. Chriſt backs the ſame reaſon as 
ſplid and true, when he ſaid to his horns 
ers, When I was daily with you inthe enple, ye 
ſtretched forth no bands agginſt mer but "this ij 
your bour and power of darkpeſs, Luk. 22.53, © 

3. From the verity of God ia timing the 
deaths of perſons according to particulat 
predictions. So in I/a. 7. 16. For before the 
child ſpall know to refuſe the evil, and chuſe thi 
good, the land that tbou abborreſt ſhall be forſakgy 
of both ber kings, Pckgh the fon of Remaliah, 
was one of thoſe Kings, and his death is re- 
corded 2 King.15.30. It is faid of the Ari. 
an, 1a.37.7. I will cauſe bim to fall by the ſword 
in bis own land. Here was a prediction of death; 
the kind of it, and the place where; and act 
cordingly it was ' fulfilled, as it is recorded iu 
the 37, 38 verſes of the ſame Chapter. 

4. From the peculiar Prerogative of G 
as he is (.) the God of Mercies, and ſo 
hands Mercics to men, 1. by their bon deaths 
they are takgn away from the evil to come, 
houſeth them in Heaven ' before the black 
ſtorms fall out on the earth. See 2 King, 22.20, 
Ia. $7. 1. 2, By the deaths of others, who are 
thorns in the ſides of his people; the burning 
up of theſe thorns is a Joyful bonfire. So ih 
2 King. 13. 22. Hazael oppreſſed Iſracl; in ver. 
23. The Lord was gracious to them, and had c:mpaſ- 
ſion on tbezn, &cc. Now how the Lord ſhews 
VV him - 
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Divine Pꝛobidente. | 
himſelf thus gracious and compaſſionate , we 
have in v. 24. So Hazael the King of Syria died. 
Thus the Lord is a God of Mercics even in 
the deaths of men. But then (2.) as the God 
of Judgment; and fo not only wrath, hut 

t wrath, comes forth on the ſtage of the 
World in timing the deaths of perſons, The 
glorious terribleneſs of Juſtice is here ſeen 3 as 
(1.) when Providence ſuddenly ſnatcheth a 
man from his fancied - Paradiſe 3 Thon fool, 


this night thy ſoul ſhall be required of ibee, &c. 


Luke 12. 20. Death, as Providence doth judici- 
ally time it, hath a ſting in its Ring : fo in 
that Monarch, who was'flain in his Royal City 
by his own Sons, and while at his devotions 
in the Houſe of Niſroeb his god, I/. 37. 37,38. 
(2,) When the deaths of many thouſands are 
timed together i The Lord in known by the judg- 
mens which be execxteth, Pſal. 9. 16. We read 
of Seventy thouſand men who dyed of the 
Plague in three days time, 2 Sam.24.15.And in 
1 King, 20. 29. the children of Irsel flew of 
the Syrians an hundred thouſand foot-men in 
one day, Now iſ there were not -# Providence 
in the timing the deaths of perſons, the glory 
of Divine Juſtice would have l its grave with 
the vaſt multitudes who fall by Famine, 
Sword, or Peſtilence; all which are the Lord's 
Arrows, as the Prophet Gad informeth David 
in 2 Sam.24 12,13. $4 

5. From the ſucceſs and non-ſacceſs of 
means uſed in order to the proroguing or 
lengthning forth of life. The prelervatives 
of lite are cunſervative of it no otherwiſe 

1 . than 
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| * 

the, Loxd's mercy, — — 3 is * 
in the. raiſing of. perſons from the grave; ſo 
lc(s may the hand of Providence be {cen in teꝶ 
dering tha means us d for health ſucceſſeſ 4 
Colledg of Phyſicians are Phy ic ians of no v4 
luc, when, and where the Lord, the gien 
Phyfician, wichdraws his manute nancy, or ſue- 
ceeding hand of Providence : witneſs this is 
Aſa , who had his Phyſicians, but not his cure, 
dye he muſt; his diſcaſe lodgeth him in hs 
grave 2 , Chron, 16. 12, 1 3. 


But, 
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Bat, adiy, in be mater, ok Diet: ſome 
Creatures haue mote of, 8 eqſtarative; virtue 
than other\3 and yot c re Meal tigt, 
fairer, live longer withthair Bults, than others. 
who ent their postion ef be King sweat. 
Dan. 1. 1a, 15. Mbence is this? the Word) 
doth plainly leſſon, Exod. 23. 25. He hal | 
thy bread, and thy water; and I will take fick: 
neſs away frim, ther. And Mat; & 44 Man fall 
not live: by bread alone ," hut by every werd they 
proceedeths| ona f the math of Gl. 
Laſtly , I. de gacateſt'eaiutiby,op citaum: 
ſpection men uſe to preſerve themſelves in 
dangers. The King of Jrorl:dyſguiſeth hun- 
ſelf, and hath his, Armour „ xet 40 Arroxy 
finds its paſſage between the joynts of his 
Harne, x King: 22::Qn the cher hand Fabo- 
ſapbar, who was in the Game! Aght,:and in 
greater than King «dliab, is preſetuedt 
I tame to pn (ſath the Tet Ih tbe Cops 


an of 'the Charidar: faw eh A invchi 
Royal Robes) abt the ſaid, i u che of 


Iſratl', therefore. theyichraþ afſgd: about bum 10 
bat Feboſaphas wiah aut, ae Lord. 1 
bine ad God: nne t bem toc dapart from bios, 
2 Chron. 1%: 31. „et how 7 5 181 
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6thly, and laſhy, From theabſurdity which 
would otherwiſe follow. For if the timing bf 
men's lives here in the world, be not accor- 
ding to the bounds which the Lord (ets; then 
to whom ſhall the glory in point of preſer- 
vation be attributed? Shall men think them- 
{clyes, or acknowledg Fortune, in contradiſtin- 
ction 
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ction to Providence? The Scripture otherwiſe 
tencheth, Plal. 31. 15. My times are in thy 
band : deliver me from the band of mine ene- 
mies, and from that perſecute me, And 
Pſal. 68. 20. He that is our God, is the God of 
ſalvation ? and unto God the Lord belong the 


iſſues from death. ; 


In the next place it remains, that ſome re- 
ply be made to the Objections which look, 
and do but look, rhe matter here aſſerted in 
the face 3'and they are as follbweth, | 

. Fifteen years are ſaid to be added to the 
days of Herekiab, Iſa. 38. 5, | 


Anſ. The addition there is no new Additi- 
on, as it reſpects the Purpoſe of Gad; it 
rather a new Edition oi the Purpoſe of God 
4 diſcovery of what lay hid beſore, and it 
now made mauifeſt, not withſtanding the con- 
trary might be concluded im teſpect aſ tie 
muligaity of Heri abs diſeaſe : To aſſert, that 
there was a new Purpoſe of God, becauſe of 
the declaration of the Prophet there, were 
to make a new God, who is till the Ancient 
of days, and with whom is no variableneſs, ni. 
ther ſhadow of turning, as the Scripture affirms 
Him tobe, Dan,7.9. James 1. 17. 


2, It may he objected, That in Pſal. 55. 2 " 
Bloody and deceitful. men ſhall nat live out haf 
their days. 1 


An; 
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Anſ. The days of men are confidered ac- 
cording to the courſe of nature, Pſol.go. 10. 
The days of our years are threeſcore years and 
ten, &c, and according to the courſe of Di- 
vine Providence, which holds an exact accord 
with the Purpoſe or Determination of God. 
I know ( ſaith the Prophet to Amatiab) thet 
God bath determined to deftroy tber, becauſe thou 
boft done this, and boft not bearkgned unto my 
counſel , 2 Chron, 25. 16. Men live not then 
halt their days, according to the probable 
courſe of Nature, though they dye according 
to the number of days fore-known or deter- 
mined by God. 


3. It may be objected, That ſome are the 
cauſe of their own death, and fo dye before 
their time, according to what is ſaid, Eccleſ.7. 
17. Why ſhoulaſt thou dye before thy time ? 

Anſ. 1. The fame will hold, if it had 
ſirength, as to others being the cauſe of the 
death of others, as the Jews, who killed 
Chriſt; and yet this horrid fact of theirs 
was conſiſtent with the fiated time of Chriſt's 
Miviliry on earth, as was before proved, Fobn 
7.30. Jobn 8. 20. Fobn 13. 1. 

2. However ſome are the cauſe of their own 
death , yet not without the wiſe Providence of 
God, cither as rightcouſly puniſhing them, 
1 Sam. 31.4 2 Sam.17,23. or graciouſly cha- 
ſtizivg them, 1 Cor. 11. 30. For this cauſe many 
are week aud fiekly among, you , and many ſec. 
So Jaſiab is in a ſort acceſſory to * _ 

cata; 


death — — 
IN u of the e TT Mn 
e is emo 
1 Fpectator of them, ry 
not to be the object of a barbaropus and in- 
Aulting Adveriary s reproach aud cruelty, Se 
* 28. 20. with - 2 e and 5 
i hun 5. 


| Now * what hath been ſaid as touchi 
the extent of, Divine Fr to the death 
perſons, theſe four following Conſectat ies a 
Leſſons may be commended. 


8 * 8 1 proce hl he 
es i 
3 and. * yet 
biting compariſo 


x. There is no reaſon: to give way to aux 
ous and diſquieting 'thonghts, from the cat 
'fideration ot difficultics-, dangers, caſualtic 


which may attend our (elves, or thoſe rel 
ted to us, in the way or calling in which 
-by his Providence engageth in according 
his word, 2—.— the way or callir 
There is un irregular feartand Ales, whi ic 
*eups 'objeRtively from the black face of f 
cond cauſes, into the hearts of men and 
men. Our Saviour intimates fo much in Mz. 
10. 28. the diſeaſe there, is Feats about tl 
body and the cure of this diſeaſe, is by ge- 
ing into the Shop of Divine Providence, when 
2 retnedy may be had, v. 29. the ſweet and 
ſcrious meditation on Divine Providence, is the 
beſt Cordial under all tears and rere 
this nature. It comes to be the death of fe 
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and diſquiets which referrs to"deth. There 
is a ſtoly of an Husbandman and Sea · man 
communing together: The Husbandman asks 
the-$ca-man, Of what Civil Profefion his 
Father was? He replies, A Sea- man as be was, 
and ſo likewife was bis Grandfather too, The 
Husbandman enquires, where his Father diedꝰ 
Anſwer is made, At Sea, and ſo did his Grand- 
father too. Hereupon faith the Husbandman, 
Are you not afraid to go to Sea? The Ses- 
man asks the Husbandman, of what Proſeſſi- 


on was his Father? and after, his Grandfather? 


and it — 1 — They were both Hul- 
bandmen 3 he further asketh, where they died? 
Anſwer is made, At home in their beds. And 
are not you (faith the Sea- man) afraid — 
to bed? The application of this Rory is caſie, 
and needs not a ſcrew. f ; 


2. It's wiſdom then for; perſons to intereſt 
themſelves in the God of Providence, Happy is 
that people whoſe God is #be Lord, Plal, 145.15, 
there ate two great encouragements to look 
after an intereſt in God, as reconciled to the 
foul in and through Jeſus. Chriſt, 


(1.) None go with fo ſtrong a guard, as 
they who have. thus the Lord for their God. 
Chriſt tells his Diſciples, that the very hairs 


of their head were all numbred, Mat. 10. 30. 


(2.) Whatever diſtreſſes Saints meet withal, 


ſuppoſc a violent death, they have a counter - 
poyſon or remedy againſt the evil of the evils, 


The 


A Paoſpect of J 
The Lord's Jabn 'Boptifts loſe their heads, but 
not an hair ; they arc then gainers when they 
{demi to be loſers. There is enough by death to 
make amends for death : Bleſſed are they which il | 
che in the Lord, dec. Rev. 14. 13. 


3. It may quiet the ſpirit , when God takes 
away, by death, Friends, Relations, acquain- © 
rants: Theſe dye not at hap-hazzard. The 
God of Wiſdom placeth and diſplaceth per- 
ſons in the World, and all wiſely and 
righteouſſy. If Children are with us like 
Jeuab's Gourd, for a night; and then a 
Worm eats them to a withering, There 
is no reaſon to quarrel with the Lord, 
who hath variety of wiſe Ends in the il * 
Gourd.diſpenſation - of this Nature; We. 
have reaſon to quarrel. with qur unreaſons. 
ble quarrellings at the Lord's bereaving u 
of Relations. There was never a Mat- 
riage, but a Funeral as conſequent; An 
yet doth not the Funeral of Relations 
uſher in the Funerals. of  quietneſs add 
thankſulneſs to God ſor the loan of cott. 


a 

e 
fortable Relations ſo long? If one lend is, f 
an hundred pounds for ſome years freely, 7 
and aftex calls for it; Is there ground, for. f 
diſquiet and ſullenneſs , as if ſo be thelt” 4 
had been no courteſie at all for dises | 
years? How. often do we forget our ſelves ., 
as men, and much more as Chriſtians, in | 
matters of this nature! The Apoſtle Pam Pc 
doth caution againſt irregular oy, o 

eat 


x 
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death of perſons, 1 Theſſ, 4. 13. and an ex- Illud quo: 
cellent Copy is left for us to write by, when que , qui 


Juſtitia i 
Death ſets its cold hand on any of our — 


friends, 2 Sam. 12. 22, 23. rebus es, 

2 neceſſe eſt 
te adjuvet, cogitantem, Non injuriam tibi ſactam, quod talem 
fratrem amiſiſti , ſed beneficium datum, quod tam diu pietate 
e jus tibi uti fruique licuit. Senecs de conſolatione ad Polybium, 


wow & ” 
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4, What ground is here for a mortifi'd 
frame of ſpirit both to things and perſons in 
the world ? Our days, and the days of others, 
will have their period. We and others are 
like paſſengers in a Ship; who, whether they 
fir, walk on the Decks, or ſleep in the Cabins, 
are in motion towards the Haven. The World 
is tather an Inn, than an accuſtomed Home- 
Stall, or Dwelling-houfe ; one generation paſ- 
{cth away, and another cometh, Eceleſ. 1. 4. 
I's folly then for the ſons of men to be el- 
bow-deep in the thick clay of the world; as 
if ſo be they and their wealth, their pomp 
and their pleaſures, were to abide here for 
ever. Oh that what the Apoſtle Paul adviſeth, 
were engraven on the heart with a pen of 
Iron, and the point of a Diamond! But bi 
I ſay, brethren, The time is ſhort ; it remainetb 
that both they that have wives, be as though they 
bad none; and they that weep , as tbougb they 
wept not; aud they that rejoyce, 48 though they 
rejoyc:d not; and they tbat buy, tbongb they 
poſſiſſed not; and they that uſe this world, as not 
abuſing it : for tbe faſhion of this world paſſeth 
away, 1 Cor. 7. 29, 30. 31. 
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That the Providence of God extendeth to 
the meaneſt creatures, and things trivial or d 
"Teſs moment in human apprehenſion , come 
in the laſt place to be inſiſted on ; and this ap- 
pearcth to be {o from the following Argu- 
ments, | 

1. The Lord made creeping things # 
well as the Whales and Elephants. T 
is plain from the Hiſtory of the Creation 
as is made manifeſt in Gen. 1. 24, 25. Ne 
if the Creation be comptehenſive of thing 
which move in 4 leſs ſphere of a@ivity; 
Why ſhould the ſaid things be look't on 
below the Providence of God in point of gy 
bernation, and ordering them to his owl 
Slory⸗ | 2 „ 


2. Theſe are a part of the Univer 
and fo fall under the Providence of Got, 
| The ae ase js not excluded from tit 

inflnence of the Soul, becauſe it is not 
equal bigneſs 'with a limb of the body-n 
euzal: if ſo in Man, the little World, 
he is termed by ſome; Why ſhould it on 
hold, by the like parity of rcaſon, in it 
greater World? © 0 


3. We find how the Lord hath conds 
ſcended to give informations and diredion 
about 
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boat meiber matters. The Laws given to 
the Jews have inſtances __ to evidence Res erat 
this; and why ſhould it then be thought be- Parva, ca. 
neath Providence in governing matters of leſ- pellazinire 


ſer conſequence, when Laws have been enact - —— 


ed reſetring ta lefler matters. ctis 8 

| maculo- 
fis : veruntamen Deus ed uſq; 'extendit ſuam Providentiam, 
monens ea de re Facobum per inſominum Geneſ. 31.12. ut Jacob 
diſceret fidere Deo in magnis, videns eum etiam ad hzc minuta 
curam extendere. Molin aus in Enod. grav.queſt, p. 24. 


4 TheScripture hath frequent inſtances of 
God's Providence as verſant about the meaneſt 
and moſt inconſide rable matters: if we calt 
an eye at ſes, there ſhall we find, that the 
Prozidence' ot God not only re ſpects the Tar- 
fab cet of: (hips, but alſo a ſingle ſhip, and 
the broken pieces of that ſhip, Ads 27. aa. with 
24. Not only à ſhoal of fiſh, -Lxke 5. 9. but a 
ſingle fiſh, Mat. 17.27, And if the eye, from 
its Sca - voyage, return, and walk at Land; 
there may be ſcen the ſame God in his Pro- 
vidence on the ſhare, God's Providence reacheth 
to a Birds neſſ, Pſal. 104. 17. and to Birds in 
the neft, Job 38.4. Whether the proviſion for 
the young, Ravens, ſpoken of in that place of 
Fob, be by worms out of the dung in and'a- 
bout their neſts, or by flyes crofling over the 
heads of the young ones, which flyes are ta- 
ken captive, and fo ſerve for food; I ſhall 
not largely diſcuſs ; it's enough to note, that 
they ate cheriſh'd, and that both ways, as is 
obſerved by fone, And not only are the Birds, 
but Trees, where they neſt, and fing , within 
| F 2 the 


ou 
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the verge of Providente. So the Fig»tree which 
our Saviour curſed, Mt. 31. 19. the,Sycamors 
tree on which Zicheu climbed up to ſee Chriſt, 
Luke 19. 4, 5. the Fig-tree under which Chi 
ſaw Nathaniel, Foh.,1.48. All theſe were upon 
ſuppoſition of divine knowledg , ſo under the 
ſecret Law of Providence, as that they were not 
to be cut down, ere ſuch moral references 1 
theſe Trees had, were accompliſh't. Not ops 
ly Trees, but Houles, (beholding to the Treu 
for their materials) are ſubjected to the Pre 
vidence of God: Thus the Winter-houſe ant 
the Summec-houlc, the Palace and the Cal 
ledg, are liable to the gun-ſhot of . Prodis 
Amos 3. 15. and 6.11. Yea, to lay no more, 
Providence of God (with rtcverence be it | 
ken) ſtoops ſo low as to concern it (elf int 
ſhooes that ate in Houſe 3 the An el ſid 
Peter, Gird thy ſelf, aud bind on by Sn 
Ads 12. 8. 

5. The meaneſt things coplidered in tht 
uſes, connexions, reference s, do abundantly! 
ftifie the Providence of God as extenlivet 
them. Sampſon's Feaſt, and Riddle propout 
ed de the .Fealt, ae introductions Fn müttt 
of grand weight and importanck, Fucdg. N 
The ſtying of an Arrow in battel is 4 leit 
thing, yet this kills a King, and ſo the w 
Army is routed, 1 King. 22, Iu our 10 

Speed Hi · Hiſtory it is recorded of Richard the f N 
ſtory of how a Caſtle was offered him, if he woup 
rita. fave the lives of the beſieged: He would ud 
but threatned to hang them: Hefeupon ba 
Arbaliſter charged his Bow, and with/a ſquat 
Arto 
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Arrow; making firſt his prayer to God, That 
he would direct that ſhor, and delver the in- 
nocency of the beſieged from oppreſſion, it 


ſtruck the King, whereof he dyed. 
Mention is made likewiſe, how the 
life of Edward the (ſecond, hung on 
the doubtful anſwer of Traviftone not 
being pointed: Edvardum occidere 
nolite timere-bonum eft, To kill King 
Edward you need not to tear it is 
good, If the ſiop be plac'd at ut, its 
{eaſe is different from the ſtop being 
ſet at the word | fear}. Loyalty and 
Treaſon in this point, are at à point. 
I might give other inſtances as in 
a perſon's ſtooping down to tye the 


Antiſtitis præclariin- 
duſtria — cuſtodes 
captivi Princip li- 
terz componuntur 
in hzcverba, Edvar - 
dum occidere, &c. Ad- 
vertite amphiboli- 
am ; fi iſte modo le- 
gantur hæc verba— 
cœdem prohibent : fi 
verd ſie jubent. 
God w. de præſul. Ang. 
p. 283. 


ſhooe, and upon a ſudden alteration of the 
poſture, an Horſe at that wick of time comes 
by , is frightcd, throws the party on Horſe- 
back before; and what is conſequent upon 
falls oftentimes, moſt know —- I have known 
the life of a. Child to be preſerved by means 
of a thwart or bcnding ſtick, which hath 
check*t a board ot weight from ſo falling 
down dite ckiy, as otherwiſe the Child might 
have periſht. And not only in matters of this 
lite have (maller mattets their connexions Dr. Held(- 
and references; but alſo in matters of Religi - 999th in 
on. Thus that man's braring a Pitcher of wa- — 
ter, La 22. 10. What is ( faith a learned 1,2 fir 
man &) of leſs moment, than tor a man to that may 
beat a Pitcher of Water? What is a Pitcher pals for 
of water to God's Providence ? Yes, God gui- e, Do- 
ded it to à good end to the Ditciplesz ſhew- ad 
E'Y ing others. 
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ing them hereby, where they might eat the 
Paſsover. 

6. If God's Providence ſhould be deni'd tg 
ſmaller matters; then, 1 

1. Might it not as well be deni'd to greats 
er matters? For ſmaller matters, confiderd 
in their connexions, become greater matten 
Who knows what ate the notable produdy, 
it may be, of things, little heeded by ſome 
for the preſent ſeaſon ? Beſides, a fair way 
laid open to deny God's Providence in greatet 
matters; which become nor ſo great circum 
ſtmtially confidered, as was betore intimated 
Auſtin tells a ſtory , how when one had (aid 
That the Fly was made by the Devil; a cer- 
tain Manichce inſinuates, That then by the 
fame Devil is made the Bee, Locuſt, Lizzard 
Oxe, Elephant, and ſo Man-. Knock off Pw 
vidence in leſſer matters, and a way is laid ope 
for one to play the Manichte in greater. 

But 2dly, To deny God's Providence in It 
ſer matters, is to break that ſeries or chan 
whereby Divine Wiſdom hath ordered af 
As in the workmanſhip of the Tabernack 
there were Loops and Taches, and thelt 
had their uſe; and without theſe, Whit 
would become ot the Tabernacle ? Sd hertz 
Providence takes in a Loop, a Tach, as well s 
the Purple, Blew, and Scarlet, of greater mat 
ters. 
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Omnia 3. To deny God's Providence in leſſer mate 
puberna* ters, were to derogate from the glory of God 
re,eft Deo (f.) More generally, ſceing its glorious fot 


bene God to have all at his check and control 


(2. More 
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(2) More particularly, ſecing his glory doth 
notably ſhine forth in and about ſmaller mat- 

ters, as was in the Miracle of the Lice, that 

the Magicians>cry out, This is the finger of God, 

Exad. 8. 19. No work indeed ſo little, but if Nullum 


aſt t 
look't into, beſpeaks a great God. — 
Dei opus, 
uod non in ſe contineat aliquid miraculi, ubi repuratur cut 
— Calv, in Zach. c. 8. v. G. 


Now from what hath been ſaid, I may 
bricfly commend two things, ſeeing more may 
be (aid of this nature in the following part 
of this Treatiſe. 
1. There is no reaſon to judg the care of 
meaner matters as without the circle of Divine 
Providence. It's enough that our Saviour Chriſt 
hath decided the controverſie to an hair, and 
the natural colour of an hair, Mat. 10.30, with 
Mat. 5. 36. it this fatisftie not perſons, I know 
not how to f(atishe them. It they knew what 
it were to Providence it over the meaneſt of 
creatures but for one moment, they would gi tamen 
ſee reaſon ſufficient to acknowledg the Crea- aliquis 
tor in all; and that as they cannot make a exiſtimet 
Fly, ſo not providentially hold it up in its bee- 92 
ing, and govern it. —— vie 
rum) g- 
bet nationem pat um convenire Majeſtati Dei is faciat periculum 
in re abjectiſſimd, num forte poſſit illam ita regere, ut ipfi ſit ad 
nutum, & ab ipſo pendeat in omnibus, quæ ad curam & guber- 
nationem creaturz pertinent. Fatebitur ille profecto, ſe in rei 
vilifimez gubernatione talia obſervare, quæ longe ſint majora, 
quam ut ab homine,imo ab hominibus in unum conflatis præſtari 
queant, A/Acd, Theol. Caſ. c. 3. 
F 4 2. There 


_ A P2oſpeit of 
Non ſe 2. There is the more hand-faſt for 
ſubducit to lay hold on God for 8 matters, ſee. 
— Pr ing his Providence is verlant about ſmallet 
& de ipſis Thus Chriſt reacheth, Mat. 6. and fo My, 
capillis 10. 30, 3t. And fo I have done with the Thin 
noſtris Part ot this Treatiſe; The Fourth now is 10 


— be proſecuted. 


deditz 
quid times hominem homo in ſiau Dei poſtitus ? ja&a in 
Deum curam tuam.  Avgnit. Ser. 6, in Mat, | 
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AVING thus far launched into 
i the Sea of Providence, where the 
Chriſtian may behold the wondrous 
works of God; Come we now to 
give à recital of the Sacred Maxims or Ob- 
{ervations which this Voyage will afford. 
— And here I ſhall, 

1. Prefix the Obſervation. 

2. Afhx the Illuſtration or Confirmation; 
together with the Accommodation or Im- 
provement of the Obſervation illuſtrated or 
confirmed, 
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OBSERVATION . 


The knowledg men have of the Provi- 
'dence of Gad, is imperfttly appre · 


benſiue, not comprehenſive. 


_— 


C. H AP. I; 


* E truth of this appears, (1. ) From po- 
ſitive aſſertions in Scripture, Ecele& 3,11, 

He hath made every thing beautiful in bis time: 

alſo be bath ſet the world in their hearts, þ 
that no manu can find out the work, that G1d ma- 

keth from the beginning to the end. (2.) From the Wi 
Lord's poſing partics about his Providenee: 
When he takes the matter in hand, as in the 
caſe of Fob, How did the Lord argue hig 
into a modeſt filence ? See chap. 38, 39, 40 

41. with chap. 42. v. 1,2,3,4,5,6. (3.) From | 
ertors and miſtakes about God's Providence; Wil 
which have more or leſs ſcized on not only 
men, but the beſt of men. Job's Friends wert 
no Atheiſts, but good men; yet ſaith the 
Lord unto Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath 
is kindled againſt thee, and again thy ay 
friends : for ye have not ſpoken of me the thug 
that is right, as my ſervant, Fob bath, Job 42,3, 
(4. From the ingenuous confeſſions or b. moaꝶ 
ing acknowledgments of godly ones, Lo (faith 
Joh) theſe are the paths of bis ways ; but bt 
little a portion is beardof him! Job 26, 5 i 
00 
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' fookſs. was I ( faith. the Palm) andignorant, 


I wa 4s a beaft before thee, Pla), 73. 42. Surely [ 
am ( ſaith Agar] more brutiſh than any man; 
and haue not the underſtaudiug Fa man : I neither 
learned viſdom, nor bave tbe knowledg of the Holy: 
Who hath aſcended up iuto heaven, or A fande, ? 
Who bath 7 the wind in bis fits ? Who 
bath. bound the waters in 4 garment * Who 


| hath eftabliſhed all the ends of the earth ? What 


is bis name ? Or what is bis Son's name, if thow 
cauſt tell? Prov. 30, 2, 3, 4. 

Moreover, the truth of this will further 
be evidenced, it we conſider, 

4. The Object, ris, Providential diſpen- 
ſat ions. 

2. The Subject, Man under this or that 
diſpenſation. 

To begin with the firſt of theſe. The 
Scripture doth inform how that the Lord is 
wonderful in counſel, and excellent in working, 
Iſa, 28. 19, and be only doth wondrow things, 
Pla}. 72. 18, Look as what comes out of Hea- 
ven's ſhop , beſpeaks the skill of the great 
Workman of Heaven and Earth; fo there 
are ſome divine pieces of Workmanſhip ( if 
I may ſo ſpeak after the manner of men) 
which hold men at an amazing or aſtoniſh- 
ing-gaze. More particularly: Two things 
in Divine diſpenſations of Providence do nota- 
bly gravel the ſons of men, (T.) The unu- 
ſualneſs of a Diſpenſation. Rebeccab's Warr in 
her bowels makes her fay, If it be ſo, why am 
I thu? and ſhe went to enquire of the Lord, 
Gen. 25. 22. Job's afflictions in ſuch ſort, 

* and 
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and befalling ſuch an one who keeps up com- 
munion with God; yea, prays for his Chil. 
dren, leſt in their regular ſolace of themſelves 
together, they ſhould be irregular 3, muſt in 
all likelihood ſtartle himſelf and his friendy 
who probably obſerving how God did then 
ordinarily bleſs the Tabernacle of the righte- 
ous in regard of outward proſperity, were 
the ſooner induced to paſs wrong cenſare 
on that holy man of God. But in the next 
place, The intricacy of a Diſpenſation doth 
likewiſe contribute to the non-pluſling 01 
baffling of a party under the Diſpenſation 
We read in Exek 1. 16. of @ wheel within ; 
wheel: Whether that be to be underſtood inclys 
ſively, as one wheel within being out of ken, 
and ſo there is a (ecret winding of matter 
which the cye of reaſon diſcerneth not: oy, 
whether in a tranſverſe ſenſe , and ſo it notes 
the thwart or croſs - turnings of things; when 
one while matters go this way, and anothe 
while that way, I determine not: either of 
the interpretations give us the thing hett 
contendedſor. To this we may add ſome exem 
plifications of the intricacy of Providence, Thit 
in Fadg. 20. where the children of 1ſrael had 
a good Cauſe and a Divine Warrant to fig 
Benjamin; and yet they were worlicd and put 
to the rout. Jacob had warrant to return to 
his Countrey a promiſe that God would 
deal well with him in that return, Gen. 32.9 
and yet behold a Providence which ſe-mingy 
claſhed with the Promiſe ! Is this ( might 
Reaſon be ready enough to prompt Jacob 1 
k 
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the 922 to be dealt well with? What! to 
have thy throat cut by Eſax's Ruffians ! 
Here is a returning to thy Kindred indeed, 
by returning to thy duſt! And yet Je 
black cloud blows over, and the Promiſe and 
the Providence do more ſweetly kiſs each other 
than the two Brethren do. | 
In the next place confider , conſider the 
SubjeRt 5 and ſo man is not much unlike Se- 
neu s Harpeſten, who complained the room 
was dark, when ſhe was blind. The light of 
Providence is not ſo taken in ; partly, by reaſon 
of darkneſs in the underſtanding 3 | for, we 
know: but in part, 1 Cor. 13. 9. and partly, 
by reaſon of turbulent paſſions; which be- 
ing croffed in this or that diſpenſation, do 
raiſe z fog or miſt, which cloud the under 
ſtanding. How is David tranſported on the 
death of Abſalom! 2 Sam. 18. 33. How doth 
_ pride and paſſion hinder him from 
ubſcnbing to the Wiſdom and Mercy of God 
in ſparing Niniveb ſee Jonah chapi4.+ Men had 
need therefore watch againſt charming luſts 
and paſſions, which otherwiſe will joyn their 
additional iſſue with the intrinfick darkneſs 
of the underſtanding; and ſo, like the Earth, 
interpoſe between them and the light of 
Providence, 
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N gtaund to throw by the obſcrvy 
tiog of the Lords Dilperiſations, be 
cauſe our knowledg of them is not a compre» 
henſive knowledg, It is adangerous:infereng 
from that of Peter (peaking of Pau Epitiles, 
in which are ſame things hard to be undes 
flood , 2 Pep. 3. 16. to reject therefore * the 
reading af the Sacred Striptures, The like 
inference here from the things hard ta h 
understood in the courſe of God Preridena 
is of dange raus conſc quence. What is fa 
of the criptures, ho & is R iner her 
the Flephont ey ſwim, aul yet the Lamb ma 
made the Game, by way af proportion, maj 
be. ſaid as tapching the Lord's Provide u 
Diſpeaſations; - ſome of which, gravel the 
proſoundeſiʒ others gra underſtood by the 
mezneſi- for t heir inſtru&ion.' Heaman's Coun 
ccliors,' and his Wife Zoe, iearn't a cal 
tiodary in the School of Providews, 
they bid him beware how be cagage't 
geinſt a Merdicat, 4 Child of Providend; 
Hih. 6. 13. The Apottle Poul informeth;hav 
there is 4 common Catechiſm 'bf Provides 
for the World, Rom. 1.20, Moyeouer, | 
may be well remembred here', That ſome 
Diſpenſations of Providence which are dart 
for a time, may after become light to the 
induftrious and waiting Chriſtian on his God. 
When I thought to know this , it was t00 pan 
ful for me; until I went into the — 

| j 
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God ;. then underflood I their end, Plal. 73. 16, 
17. | Laſtly, Such myſteries and riddles of 
Providence , the depth whereof we are not 
able to fathoraz yet by the light of God's 
word wo ae taught to ſubſcxibe unto, and 
to xelt contented , by way of admiration, 
where we cannot reach by way of compre- 
henfion 3 Ever ſo Faber, for ſo it ſeemed good 
is tby fght, Mat. 11, 26. | 
2, No reaſon for any mortal man to pride 
himſelf in his attainments, Though a man 
be got up on the Mountain of . Providence, 
and others arc in the Valley, yet that man 
is far enough from touching the sky. Two 
things may check pride upon the account of 
knowledg here. (1.) The Angels in Heaven 
may learn by the Providences of God on 
earth. That Heavenly Academy admits of an 
addition of experimental knowledg z ſee Eph. 
3. 10. 1 Pet. 1,12, No man therefore knows 
ſo much, but he may know more; and to bc 
lifted up with high apprehenfion of man's 
appre henſions, is ſo far from being wiſe as an 
Angel of God, as that the man lies open to 
the condemnation of the Devil, 2s the Apo- 
{tle teacheth, 1 Taz, 3. 6, But (2dly) he who 
hath an high conceit about his knowledg in 
Divine Diſpenſat ions, may quickly be miſtaken 
in matters, and pay deer for his miſtake. We 
had. how a good Prophet, by a pretended 
Providence of an Angel's appeazing , is pre- 
vail'd on to do otherwiſe than he ſhould 
have done, and that to the Joſs of his life, 
1 King, 13. 18, 24. Though a man 8 
ave 
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have made more progreſs in the ſearch of 
Word and Providence, than others; yet let him 
remember, his knowledg is rather a ty. 
light-one , than Meridian; and let him, ac 
cording to that in Pal. a. 11. ſerve the 
Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trembling. 

3. From this, learn to bid an hearty web 
come to ſuch means, helps, furtherances, u 
— lot the better — 

8 0 diſpenſations. This inference 8 
— ll oo premiſed Theſes or Poke 
tions.” The Cripple needs his Crutches, and 
no reaſon to throw them away till he ca 
go without them, There are two moving 
Conſiderations here : 

1. It is diſ-ingenuous to do otherwil, 
Shall God offer thee Spectacles | for thy 
weak ſight, and wilt thou throw them + 
gainſt the wall, or trample them under th 
teet? It was the aggravating fin of the 
Gentiles, - That they did impriſon the 1 
tions of Providence, which God had ſent s 
gueſts into their hearts ; They beld the trail 
is wwrighteouſneſs, ſaith Paul, Rom. 1. 18 
Pharaoh had Moſes and Aaron, togethe 
with Catechiſing-Plagues 4 and. yet he cov 
tinues as block-headed a King as ever fat 
upon Egypt's Throne; and juſt it was witl 
God, that ſuch a Block ſhou!d float « 
the waters, where Iſrael ſaw the grett 
work which the Lord did upon him and bs 
Egyptians, Exod. 14. 31. 

2. Herein is a diſplay of "Wiſdom , Te 


uſe kindly theſe Gueſts, I mean Wy and 
urthe 


Divine Pꝛobidente. 
Furtherances for the better taking in of the 
mind of God in his Diſpenſations. Alrabam 
"I was no loſer by entertaing the Angels as his 
*c- Gueſts. He learnt that in their company, 
the which otherwiſe he had been ignorant of, 

"WH Gen, 18. 17. It's wiſdom then to ſet open 
BY the window-leaves for Heaven's light to 
u come in on our Underſtandings,, Whoſo is wiſe, 
dB 2nd be ſhall underſtand theſe things 3 priedent, 
, be ſhall know them: for the ways of the 
ol BY Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walkin them, 
Hol. 14. 9. | 
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OBSERVATION II. 


Gods Decree, Will, or Purpoſe, i ii 
original bottom , or faundation , 
bis Diſpenſations in the world. 


CHAP. L 
HE truth of this may be cleared on thi 


wiſe : 

1, There are Alluſions or Similitudes i 

Scripture , which according to their prope 

{cope and drift, declare this. In Pal. 13g 

16. I; thy book all my members were writte 

Jer. 18. 4. So be made it again another veſſel, 

ſeemed good to the Potter to make it. And! 

Zech. 6. 1 the Chariots there come « 

Et hie ap- from between two Mountains. This Text 

tifime a picture of the proccſs of Providence, Thing 

—— before they come to paß, are latent bet wet 

con- 0 1 

lium Dei theſe Mountains, as Calvin interpreteth, 


guoniam 

antequam res in actum erumpant, ſunt quaſi incluſz inter mc 
tium anguſtias: quod enim Deus decrevit , non apparet, (eds 
abſconditum, quaſi lateret in altis montibus- Tunc ergo incipt 
mus agnoſcere Dei conſilium, ubi ipſa experientia nos docet bx 
vel alio modo fuiſſe decretum quod prius nos latebat. 


2. Matters in Scripture are inſiſted on, 
having a reference to God's Decree or Wi 
| (1. ) Som 


Divine Pꝛobidente. 
(1,) Some things are referred to God by way 
of proper efficiency, Paul ſpeaks of veſſels of 
mercy which the Lord bad re prepared unto 
glory, Rom. 9, ver. 23, What this preparing 
of the Lord is, the ſame Apoſtle doth give 
to underitand, not only ia that Chapter, but 
elſewhere, as Eph. 1. According as be bath cho- 
ſen us in bim before the foundation of tbe world, 
that we ſhould be boly, and wit bout blame, before 
bim in love, baving predeſtinated us unto the adop- 
tion of children, by Jeſus Chriſt , according to the 
good pleaſure of bis will, v.4,5, and not only 
good ſupernatural, as Vocation, Juſtification 
ind the like, center in the Purpoſe or Will 
of God, as the Apoſtle here ſheweth : but like- 
wiſe, good natural and moral; for be bath made 
"a 4 decree for the rain, Job 28. 26, The fire aud 
TR bail, ſnow and vapours , ſtormy wind, fulfil bis 
s word, Plal. 148. 8. Every good and every perfect 
Y gift is from above, and cometh down from the fa- 

ther of lights, James x. 17. (2,) Other matters 

have a reference to the Decree or Will of 
God, by way of a wiſe, righteous permiſſion. 
It may be obſerved how the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
differently ot the veſlels of mercy , and the 
veſſels of wrath, Ram. 9. the veſſels of mercy 
the Lord is {aid to prepare unto glory, v.23. 
the veſſels of wrath, are ſaid only to be fitted to 
deſtruction, v. 22. God infuſeth no evil into 
them; and yet the evil of ſin cannot be with- 
out his Will ſo permitting; not by way of 
approbation , but phyſical non-impedition, 
5. There is indeed à curious and ſpotleſs arti- 
| ſice of the Holy One of Iſrael , even in and 

G 2 about 
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about the fins of men, He never acts defich 
ently from the Rule of his Eternal Righte- 
ouſneſs; and therefore the Lord's Willing 
fin in a ſenſe, is not to be ignorantly jum- 
bled together with man's not. hindering, 
who is under a Law to hinder it. I ſee oo 
Needubi. reaſon then to deny the reference that ſu 
tandum hath-to the Will or Purpoſe of God. The 
et, Deum hand of Providence writ the Copy of Eterni 
facere be · Love in Chriſi's Sufferings 3 the Pen had it 
ne, eti- hair, and that its blot, a very great and 
— finen- black one; and yet what ſaith Peter? AG 

o fieri a * 
quæcun- 2. 23. Him being delivered by the deter minus 
que male: counſel and fore-knowledg of God, ye have taken 
non enim and by wicked baxds have crucified and ſlain, Add 
oc niſi to this, that in 40, 4. 27,28. which ſcems ty 
dicio fl. be a full and clear contcfſion of the Churd 
nit, & in this point. 
rolecto 
onum eſt. orne quod juſtum eſt: nam niſi hoc eſſet bonus, 
ut eſſent & mala, nullo modo eſſe ſinerentur ab Omn ipotentt 
Bono, cui procul dubio, quam facile eſt, quod vult, facere, tan 
facile eſt, quod non vult eſſe, non ſinere. Auguſt. in Enchirid, 
cap. 98. 
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3. Matters are inſiſted on in Scripture, aa 
only by way of mcer Refer. nce , but allo by { 
way of Inference, from the Purpoſe or Will 
of God as declarcd. An inſtance full for this, 
is, the not breaking the legs of Chriſt, Foby 
19. 33, 36, The Apoſtle Paul doth alſo inet 
calling , &c. from predeſtitation, Rom. 8. 30 
yea, he doth infer a patient bearing of afl. 
Rive diſpenſations, on this wiſe, ſaying , tha 
no man ſhould be moved by theſe afflilions , fat 

* 
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your ſelves kum, that we are appointed there- 
uno, 1 Thel. 3: 3» 

4. Inſtruments, in their actinge, have a ſub- 
ſcrvicncy to the Purpoſe or Wiilot God. In 
EzekiePs viſion, the wheels are mov'd by the 
living creatures z they go whither the Spirit 
was to go, Ezch, 1. 12. And not only Inſtru- 
ments miniſterial, who act kuowingly and re- 
gularly; but others, who intend no contormi- 
ty to the Will or Purpoſe of God in matters 
brought to pals, do yet pay a kind of tribute 
to the Lord's Will; as in the ſelling of Jo- 
ſeph into Egypt, and the crucifying ot Chriſt, 
Gen, 50. 20, Atls 4. 27; 28. 

J. If the Lord's Will be not the foundati- 
on of Diſpenſations, then ſomething elſe muſt 
take place; and if men, as the nobleſt of 
creatures here below, ſhall have the Chair of 
State, then to (acrifice to their own net, and 
to burn incenſe unto their drag, will be tound 
good divinity , which the Prophet cenſures as 
bad, Hab. 1. 16, But Chriſtians have not ſo 
learned Chriſt ; for he teacheth to reſolve 
o WM cheir mercies ultimately into the good plea- 
by ſure of God, Mat. 11. 25, 26. 
iſ 6, The Scripture doth plainly aſſert this 
truth, Pſal, 115. 3. But our God is in the bea- 
„or, be doth whatſoever be pleaſctb, 113,46. 10. 
My comnſel ſhall and, and I will fulfil all my 
Pleaſure, Din. 4. 29. This is tbe interpretation, * 
O King; and this is the ckerce of the Moſt 
High, which is come upon my Lord the King. 

Mat. 10, 29, Are not two ſparroms ſ.Id for a 
arthing ? and one of them (hall not fall to the 
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ground without your fatber, Eph, 1. 11. | 
worketh all things after the counſel of bis om 
will, \ 
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CHAP, II. 


. DE the more confirmed in the truth e 
this Obſcrvation. Look not on the Will 

or Purpoſe of God as a Plant of Time, but x 
the Eternal Root of what comes to pals in 
Time, And good reaſon is there fo to do; for, 
(r,) The Scripture carries the Purpole of 
God with reſpe& to matters beyond thai 
preſent exiſtencies in the world, Jer. 1.5. 
Mat. 25. 34. Rom. 9. 11. ( 2. ) The gloriow 
Attributes of God ſpeak another language 
than (o, as if he were not reſolved on the 
government of the world, till things have: 
thcir exiſtencics: for, ( 1.) He is Onmiſcient 
from all eternity: He knows matters before: 
they exiſt, or have an actual becing, Pſal. 139.2 
Thou underſtandeſt my thoughts afar off. Acts 15, 
13. Kaown unto God are all bis wor ks from the 
beginning. (2,) He is Omnipoteat z nothing re- 
ſiſteth his will. He ſpake, and it was done, Plal, 
33. 9. Porrer belongeth to bim, Pal, 62. 10 
(3.) He is Iadependent in his operations: He 
lacquics not aftet the Creatures; none of the 
Creatures give to him, ſo that anew. Purpole 
hercupon is originally framed , which was 
not before, although not declared, God is no 
ſuch debtor to auy of the Creatures, Find 
yok out 
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Dibdine Pzobidente. 
out the Creature” to whom God is ſuch a 
debtor, and the debt ſhall be well paid, Rom. 
11. 35; (4% He is Unchangeablez there is uot 
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the leaf} change in Him. He is not a yeſter- 
di God purpoting, and to day 2 God nor pur- 
poſing, and to 'morrow a God purpoſing; 
or on the contrary , 2 yeſterday not purpo- 
ſing, and to day pnrpoſing, and to marrow not 


— 


— 


Plal. 33. 11. 


place. How many live as if 
Men were God, and God but 
Man! The Lord takes no- 
tice of 'this, and rebukes for 
it, in Ia. 50,12. I, wen I, am 
be that comforteth you : who 
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purpoſing: no, no; He ig the ſame yeſterday, 
and to day, and for ever, Heb. 13.8. Thegifts 
aud calling of God are without repentance, Rom. 
11; 19; The counſel of the Lord ſtandeth for ever: 
the thoughts of bi heart 10 all generations, 


2. Look not on man's [Iwill] ſo, as to 
forget that God's Will or Purpolc mult take 


Scito autem homo, nullum 
tibi ad verſari potuiſſe, niſi 
Deus poteſtatem dediſſet, 
nec poteſtatem habuiſſe t in 
te adverſarius, niſi permit - 
teret Deus. Univerſa, quæ 


e *. 
2 „. thou, that thou ſpould be accidunt tibi, abſq Dei 
afraid of mai , that ſhall d non veniunt voluntate, 
5 that ju u Me, Iniquorum poteſtas ſuper 
be BY £27 the ſon of man, which hall te, ex Dei datur licent'3 : 
c- be made as graſs, and forget - qui tibi adverſantur , Dei 
7 tat the Lord thy Maker, &c. tactunt conſilium. der. 
a There ate two things wor- Hiſpal. lib. 1; Soliloq., 
thy of the Chriſtian's meditation here: 
(.) That mars [Iwill] without God's. CI 
eil], is bur a ſounding braſs or tin kling cym- 
. Ic makes a noiſe in the ear of ſenſe and 
o reaſon, and it's but a noiſe. Men's Decrces 
4 WY Prove oſcen ſmoak and bubbles. The enemy 
It G 4 ſaid, 
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ſaid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I will divide 
the ſpoil , my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied wpon them; 
I will draw my ſword , mine band ſball deſtroy 
them, Exod. 15.9. Here is carth's [I mil] 
upon | I wil]: But what is Heaven's . 
will]? That we have in the next verſe, Thou 
did blow with thy wind, the ſea covered them, 
they ſank, 4s lead in the mighty waters. (2.)That 
though man's [wit] may be co-incident in 
part with God's [I will] in regard of afflid. 
ing the Lord's people; yet God intends o- 
therwiſe than man, whois his rad, and is al. 
ter thrown into the fire. A full place for this, 
is that in Ja. 10. 5, 6,7. 


3. Ruſh not into fin, nor plead for it upon 
a pretence of the Divine Will or Decree, 
Shall Adam plead thus with the Lord, I 
thou hadit not decreed to make the woman, 
and accordingly to give her to me to wiſe, | 
had not had forbidden fruit from her; 't 
the woman thou gaveſt to be with me, ſhe 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat, Gen. 3.12, 
Adam might blame himſelf; the Lord had for- 
bidden him to eat; that Law of Prohibition 
was a Rule, according to that in Deut. 29.29. 
The ſecret things belong unto the Lord our God: 
bat thoſe things which are revealed, belong um 
us, and to our children for ever, that we may do all 
the words of this law, Look then to what God 
lays forth before thee by way of duty: ſay 
not as the Heathen Servant to his Maſter, 
in excuſt of his fact, That the gods bad decreed be: 
Gould d jo To whom the Malter replisd, * 
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tbe gods bad likewiſe decreed be ſhould be beaten 


for jo doing, 


4. Learn from hence, thou whoſe Bucket 
hath gone down into the Well of God's Eter- 
nal Love in Chriſt; 

1. To view thy ſpiritual mercies in the 
Spring-head of them: ſo doth Paul, Gal. 1. 
16. But when it pleaſed God, who | jeparated 
me from my mothers womb , and called me by bis 


grace, to reveal his ſon in me—, Chriſt tcach- 


eth to eye the Fatber*s good pleaſure in gi- 
ving a kingdom, Luke 12. 32. 

2. To rcjoyce in the Lord, ſeeing his 
Purpoſe, as declared, bodes good to godly 
ones, according to that of the Apotile, 
Rom, 8. 28. And we know that all things work, 
together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his pur- 
poſe, Obſerve here; it is not ſaid, To them 
who are purpoſed as they are called; as if 
the Election did lacquy after a Calling, 
which may vaniſh after, and that fort of 
Election with it: ſuch a gloſs is to make 
Paul's Cordial here to become a venomous 
Potion. | 

3. To be watchful” againſt fin : For God 
bath choſen us (faith the Apoltle ) in bim, 
that we ſhowld be holy, Eph, 1. 4. And where 
ſia is indulged , there ſmart will be uſher- 
ed in. Who knows what black diſpenſati- 
ons of affliction are wrapt up in the Lord's 
Purpoſe, for Children who play the wan- 
ton: Though the Lambs arc not thrown 
into 
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into the month of the roaring+ Lion of 
Hell; yet there are Dogs, that may not 
only bark; but bite them: E, David, He- 
zekiab , are lamentable inſtances for this, Sct 
chap. 3, 4, of the firſt Book of Samwel 5, and 
2 Sam. 12. and Iſa. 39. 
Quin fi 4. To calm and quiet the heart from the 
videri- meditation of the Parpoſe of God; beſide 
gr which, or contrary to which, men and de- 
re orbem vils can do nothing. Hence is that glorious 
cum om- triumphancy of the Apoſtle, Rom. 8. 38, 39. 


nibus ele · 

mentis, & imminere cervicib us noſtris; tamen dicere mus, etian 
ruendo non rues, niſi Deus velit, etſi capiti incumberet, nibil 
nocebis, nec opprimes me dieeremus, aut fi fic viſum eſt Deo, u 
obruar mole tus: fiat ſane quod bonum eſt in oculis Domiti. 


Luth, : l 
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OBSERVATION III. 


The Lord's, Will. is not only the ground 


why things are, but why they are: 


not. 


C HAP. I. 


T H E truth of this appears: For, 
1. There is a ſufſiciency of Power to 
bring about what is not, and may never be 3 
and what is not, and yet may be, when the 
Lord ſhall fee it good to be, and after this or 
that fort to be. The Lord is deſcribed in 
Scripture as the great Potter of the world, 
Iſa, 45 9. Rom. 9. 21. and ſo he hath a liber - 
ty for poſſible veſſels, not tobe 3. and for fuck 
veſſels as ate intentionally to be, not to be 
of this faſhion or ſhape, ot ſuch a bigneſs, and 
not to be at ſuch a time, but when he plea» 
ſeth. The Apoſtle Paul hath well ſtated this 
point, Why all fleſh is not the ſame fleſh; 
Why one Stars hath not the like glory for 
degrce that another hath; Why the grain 
lown thrives and ſo conſequently, why when 
it thrives not; He reſolves all into the good 
will of God, as that paſſage. of his imports; 
but God giveth it 4 body as jt bath pleaſed him, 
I Cor. 15. 38. The Baptiſt tells the Phariſees 
and 


91 


A Pzoſpect- of 

and Sadduces, That God is able of the ſtones 
pteſent before their eyes, to raiſe up children 
unto Abraham, Mat. 3 5. Why the ſtones are 
not multiplied into children unto Abraban 
is from the Lord's will: the Iſraclites they 
had Manna in the wilderneſs, which neither 
they nor their fathers knew before, as Moſe 
ſaith, Deut. 8. 3. and whence * is this, but 
from the Lord's will, not to give it in 
Egypt? S 

2. The reaſon rendred in Scripture, why 
things are not, is plain. and poſitive, if an 
eye be had to the Lord's Dominionſhip, 
Thus in 2 Chrox. 15. where it is ſaid, Then 
was no peace to bim that went out , nor to bin 
that came in, &c, v. 5. And how ſo? for G 
did vex them with all adverſity, v.6. Like un. 
to this, is that in Fer. 47. 6, 7. O thou ſwordif 
the Lord, bow long will it be ere thou be quiet? 
put up thy ſelf into thy ſcabbard,' reſt and h. 
fill, How can it be quiet, ſeeing the Lord bath 
given it a charge againſt Aſhkglon and the ſes. 
ſhore ? there bath be appointed it. The Lord 
could, if he had pleaſed, have given to the 
people exiſtent in thoſe black times, better 
hearts, and ſo they had had better times; or 
might have vouchlafed fat times of proſpe- 
rity and plenty, and ſo they might be ſpiri- 
tually puniſht with blindneſs of mind, and 
hardneſs of heart. That therefore there is m 
peace, the ſword is not ſtill and quiet, is from 
the Lord, though vn doth intervene as the 
procuring-cauſe of fuch fad diſpenſations, 


3. The 
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'- 3, The verity or ſaithfulneſs of God is 
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concerned herein, why things are not, as well 
en as why they arc. There are predictions 
re . which reach the denial of this or that to be. 
Wu fleſh ſpall not be cut off any more by the 
6 waters, F flood ; neither ſhall there any more 
ebe flood to defiroy the earth, ſpake the Lord to . 
Jer Noab, Gen, 9. 11. No ſucceſs for an Abab at 
ut i Kametb-Gilead, 1 King. 21. 28. Shall be pro- 
u per, ſhall be eſcape that dotb ſuch things ? or 
ſhall be break, tbe Covenant , and be delivered? 
ly Ezek, 17. 15. So not a bone of Chriſt to be 
broken, becauſe the Scripture ſo fore · told. 
18 fob! 19. 36. So Chriſt was once offered to bear 
en the fins of many, Heb. 9. 28. 
bin 4. There is a rich Treafure-houfe of Mer. 
God cy in this ſeemingly empty houſe of Things 
un. zot to be, It's not beyond infinite Power, 
47 and affronted Juſtice, and contriving Wiſ⸗ 
er dom, to elevate the moſt ſmarting troubles 
| BY that are in the world, above what they are, 
10 WH The Lord knows how to find out new ones, 
ſes. and to put more teeth, and ſharper ones, in- 
or to the old ones. Yea, the worm that dieth not, 
the and the fire that goeth not out, can be made 
tter to bite deeper, and burn tiercer. Not only is 
» there mercy in the non-conſtitution of new : 
pe. ſmarts, or heightning old ones; but in keep- 
* ing off ſuch ſmarts for the kind of them, as 
* 


others are made the ſubject of. That Judg» 


5 0 ments which have an exiſtence, have not a 
_ te ſpectiye exiſtence to thee, is from the Lord*s 
[ 


mercy. Moſes notes this in his (ſpeech to the Iſ- 
5, raelites, Deut.7.15, And the Lord will take away 
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from. thee all fiokneſs., and will put none of th 
thee, but will lay them upon all that bate tbee. 

5. The Prayers of Saints do objectivch 
reſpect things which are not, but to be; 
and things which ate, but not to be. 
Duniel prays for the releaſe from the captivi N 
Now berefore, O our God, bear the prayer of 
ſervant, aud bis ſupplications , and cauſe thy fm 
40 ſhine upon #by ſandlunry tbat is deſolate, fi 
the Lords ſake, Dan. 9. 17. fee more Pſal. x1, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. Kev. 6, 10. . 

6. It God hath not the Negative voice, 
hath ? Find him out truly, that we may com 
and worſhip him: Bat who is be that ſaith, 
it cometh to paſs, when the Lord commandeth i 
act? Lam. 3. 37. To deny the Lord's Pren 
gative in Negatives, is to pull the Cro 
from his head, or to make him a God of tit 
Hills, not of the Plains; becauſe victory 
not in the Plains, he hath nothing to do thetg 
he may get him gone tothe Hills, and their 
be politive in his actiags: But away with thi 
Syrian language, 1 King. 20, 23. 
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CHAP, II. 


1. CHARGE not the Lord ſooliſhly with 
want of power, when things are no 
thus and thus brought to paſs. Thinkeft 
( faith Chriſt to Peter) that Icamot vow! 
80 my Father, and be ſhall preſently give me 
i 
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than twelve legions of angels ? but ham then ſhall 
the Scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it muſt be? 


Mat. 26. 53, 54» 
2, Look more to God, and leſs to the 


Creatures , when they give not down their 
Milk, If there be a lock ſet upon their vir- 
tues, forces, operations , remember in whoſe 
hand the key is. If ſome, who ſhould be, 
and ſometimes have been Melchizedecks, bring- 
ers forth of bread and wine for refreſhment, 
Gen, 14. 18. become Nabals, hide-bound ones, 
and inſulting-ones, 1 Sam. 25. 10, 11, 12. be 
not ſtartled at it; eye God in all: their hearts 
are hardned to ſoften thine 3 their cars arc 
ſhut, that ſo thy mouth may be the moze 
opened to pour out thy prayer at a Throne 
of Grace to God , who hath wiſe ends in 
ſuch a Diſpenſation. Be humbled then for 
fin before the Lord, who hath all the Crea- 
tures at his beck, and at whoſe girdle hang 
all the keys for unlocking any Creature what- 
ſoever: fee 1/o. 59. 1, 2. 

3. Bleſs God tor Negative Mercies. If the 
Lord were not the cauſe why things are nor, 
what had been your caſe in regard of milerics? 
All the temporal evils inflicted on others, are 
Memorandums for thy thanktulneſs. The Lord's 
withholdingSatan from falling in on thee with 
this or that temptation, at fuch a nick of 
time, doth call tor thy acknowledgment. 
There is, beſides a with-holding Providence, 
a limiting one, when Satan is let looſe, as in 
Fob his caſe : All this may leſſon to ſay as Da- 
vid, Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, Pſal. 104. 1. 

That 


A Pzoſpect of | 
That Pſalm is a Meditation on the Provideus 
of God; and the Fſalmiſt there obſerveth the 
Providence of God in Negatives, There are 
four obſervables there. - (1.) Why things are, 
and conſequently arc not, in regard, of the 
continued beeings : for if God with-hold hy 
influences, the Creatures are g nigrum nibil, a 
empty nothing: this in v. 30. Thou ſend 
forth thy ſpirit , they are created: and tha 
reneweſt the face of the earth, (2.) Why thing 
are not, in regard of their operations. The 
Water is a fluid body, and would quickh 
diffuſe it (elf : And why not? Thon haſt ſes 
bound, that they (the Waters) may not paſs ove, 
that they turn not again to cover the earth, vg. 
(3.) Why things arc not in ſuch a conjunch 
on. The beaſts of prey are not ordinarily + 
broad when man is: this in v. 22, 23. the Sm 
ariſeth, they gather themſelves together, and lg 
them down in their dent: man goeth forth um 
bis work, and to bis labour until the evening 
(4.) VVhy things are no longer in regardd 
duration or time for their exiſtencies. This we 
have in v. 29. Thou hideſt thy face, they an 
troubled ; thou takeft away their breath, they dy 
and return to their duſt, - 


Diviine'Pyobidente. 
” OBSERVATION w. 
There is # wiſe Platform of things drawn 
0 forth by wet or, The adminifiration. 


of #hings in the 'World., 5s according 
to tbe Draught of Divine Wiſdom. 


CHAP. I. 
HAT chere is an intertiütxtute of Wiſs. 


dom in the Diſpenſations of the Lord, 


the Pſalmiji, doth ſolemnly profeſs, ſaying, 
0. Lord, bow - manifold are thy works ! in wiſe 
dom baſt thon made them all „ the earth is full 
of. thy ricbes, Pal. 104 24. This will more 
fully appear, if we conſider three things: 
1. Whoſe Platform it is. 
„ 2. How it is deſcribed in Scripture; 

3. With what it may be compared. 

1. Every thing, ſo far as it comes from 
God, hath an, Excellency ſtampt on it; and 
if a beam of the Sun be glorious, what is the 
Sun it ſelf? God being then wiſe, Fob 9.4. yea, 
only wiſe, Jude 25. his management ot mat- 
ters in the world hath an harmony with the 
Idcal draught of his Wiſdom. 
4. Obſerve how Paul deſctibeth God's 
working of all things, Eph ,1. II. it is after 
the counſel of bis own will, There are two 
obſervables in this Text: ( 1.) The term 
[ceonnfel.]; which 2s it implies ſome deſect 
in the creature, as not ſeeing by and by into 
an H the 


A Pzoſpect of 

the bottom of a buſineſs; and fo there isds 
liberation; ſo. it is nat applicable to God, bu 
as it notes the height or top of rational cc 
trivement 3 and ſo, after the manner of me 
it is accommodated to God for our better us 
derſtanding. Counſel, in this fenſe,” js not 
elſe but the reſue of Wiſdom and Unde 


Sapientia 


eſt virtus, ſtanding ( ius a lestned man obſerveth): 
— when attributed to God, it notes his glorioy 


2 Perfection in ordering ail things, according 
om to that in Fob 12.16. 'With bim is wiſ 


mi motu 

& ratio- aud flrength , be bath underſtanding. 
cinatione | RW 
res alioqui amplas & magnas complectimur. 1ntelligentia & 
virtus, qua longo reru m uſu R experientia edo@i de futuro 
ſueceſſu decernimus.  Confiliom eſt animi defignatio ex di | 
illis virtutibus prognata. Cartwright in Prov, Sal. = 


(2.) The other thing in the Apoſile's & 
ſcription , is, the order or diſpoſition of 
words; it is not ſaid, He worketh all things 
cording to the will of bis counſel | as it ſo be t 
Lord did firſt conſult, adviſe, and fo a Will dil 
follow, as in human affairs: but, be worketh4 
things azcordivg to the connſel of bir wil; to u 

At vero (as one obſerveth on the place }that the Lol 
aliquid = Will is his Counccllor: That includes Wildon 
ſolo con- Holineſs, rectitude, and is the Rule of all Rig 
filio vo- teouſnels and Wiſdom. 
luntatis, . 
ubi voluntasin obliquo caſt confilio ſubjungitur, denotat ( 
ezus voluntatem qui ita aliquid operatur, ipſo conſilii loco e 
conſilii vicem præbere: adeo ut illi couſultare vel deliberated 
re aliqud, nihil fit aliud, quam ſolum velle: quippe quod e 
ſola voluntas omnem in ſe fapientiam, fanRitatem ; Joftitiam> 
rectitudinem includens, juſtitiæ omnis atq @apientie fit 
Ke. Eodins, N 7; 

3. Cc 


1 


ds 


Dibine —-— 
3. Compare the Wiſdom. of God with the 


left : (Goto the Angels of Heayen, who ate 
wilett of creatures; as that in 2 Sam, 14. 
Led # wiſe , according to the miſdom . 
Angel Gad, |to know al things that gre. in 
earthy doth import: Yet What are An- 
Is in compariſon of God! How quickly 
h their Mountain of Wiſdom vanith into 
a Mole- hill, their Wiſdom into Folly, ore 
the All-wiſe God! $9 it is ſaid 7 Aud 
diu Angela be charged with fich. Their live can- 
not reach the bottom of Divine Wiſdom in 


the myſtery of — gant they are at 2 
gaze with the Plot of the manifold Wiſdom 
of God, as the Apoſtle: intimates in Epb, 


3. 10. 


— — 


CHAP, 1. 


1. ENS uR E not the All- yiſe God 
for miſgovernment of the World. He 

rules wiſely , whatever Senſe and Reaſon do 
object to the contrary. Wiſdom ang might are 
bis, Dan. 2, 30, Inſte ad of ſhooting the fool's 
bolt, acknowledg thine own folly, Vain mar 
would be wiſe, thongh man be born like a wild affe s 
colt, Job x1, 16. Here is an Aſſe, a wild Alle, 
and the Colt of the wild Aﬀe; all which 
may abafe man, and give a check to his con- 
trolling-thoughts of the Lord's Diſpenſations. 
H 2 1 


explic.de hege 
— here 
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Theſaurns Luther Rath à very pertinent paſſatze, Which 
may be inſerted. <4 (Aaith he) have de 
teten eſſayed to preſeribe certain Inſtruckiot 


te Sod, which he ſhduld follow in the ad: 
4 miniſtratioa of the "Church and other A,. 
«firs 3*O' Lord; 1 ſai 4: would haydthis 6 
dene, in this ordef, und with fuels ſavcely 
c. But God did centrary to that hid 
« I 48 petition for- Then I began to muſe, 
* Sorkly my counſel? is not diſagreeing troy 
— of God, but makes very mul 
4 for the ſanctifying of thy Nanic{the gy 
* eh; ring ” and cncrenſing of thy Kingdom, 
«the eating of thekhowledg of the'work 
«bri-fly, it was moi Beautiful, and excellent) 
©« thus, thought on: Sed rifit haud dubie Don. 
e aus banc ſapientiam; But God did without 
«doubr laugh at this wiidom , and ſaid, G 
«to, I know thee to be prud-cat and learns 
debut this is never my manner, that cithe 
« Peter, or Doctor Martin, or any other, ſhould 
« teach, frame, govern, lcad me. I am not1 
« paſſive God, but active; who am wont i 
© lead; role, and fafhivh, as I pleaſe, | 
2. Subtnit to his Difpenſations, though 4. 
flitive.” When God puis Worm wood into thy 
Cup; beware of diſgorging thy Gall, Be & 
lent when Frovid/uce makes a noiſe. Aaron hell 
his peace, when God did wage wart from Hes 
ven ag inſt his two ſons; Lev. 10. 3. Thou at 
tavghit to fay , Thy will be dine, Mat. 6. 10 
that not only refpe&eth the Will of hi 
Precept, as to obey in what hecommandert 
f * but 
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Dibine Nobidente. tot 


but likewiſe; the Val of God declared in Quicquid 


his 5 And ſo, it is [ thy will be — 
done) by »way 0h. fubmiſlign, in oppoſition to mund & 
impatieney and murmuting. yet in Ecele- 


eld c 4 _ fla, quic- 
quid nobis acGdit, certum gt non fieri fine vollintsid Det, Jaw 
10. 29. vel operante, vel permittente. Quiz vero illam Dei vo- 
luntatem, vel diſputando non probamus, vel per impatientiam 
de caquerimur, contra cam murmuramus & oblutamur : peti- 
mus igitur patientiam, ut reverenter & obedicnter noliram vo- 
luntatem divigæ voluntati ſubjiciamus, vel certe Tubjicere cone- 
mur, ac contra impatientiam luctemur non maligne de iis, quæ 
Deo volente ac permittente nobis eveniunt, judicemus, ſed dicas 
mus, Sicut Domino placuit, ita factum eſt. Chemnis, Harm. 
Zvang· c. 51. | , 


3. Give not way to anxious and perplexing 
thoughts about futuriticy. There is One who 
will goyern the world well enough, | aod 
knows what He hath to do, without calling 
you to the Council-Table of Heaven. Let 
not your heart be troubled, (aid Chriſt to the 
Diſciples, Fobn 14. 1. When Chriſt the Pi- 
lot was about to leave their Ship in regard 
of his bodily preſence, their hearts, like the 
Sea, was ready to work, and caſt up ſome 
mire and filth; Chriſt therefore ſeaſona- 
bly beſpeaks them, (ſaying, Let not your. 
beart be troubled, and withall, bids them , 
look to the calming-grace of Faith, the 
exercile of that: Te believe (faith he) in 
God, believe alſo in me. The way then to 
have more ot quiet, is to get and excr- 
cile more of faith, as reſpecting the Lord 
in his Diſpenſations. 


H 3 4. Imi- 


162 


A Pyoſpec of 

4. Imitate the All-wiſe God, in aQiig 

wilely according to thy ſphere of #Rivity, 
example is not in e caſes a Ci 

for the Creature to write by : Howbeity in» 
aſmuch zs the Lord hath his Platform d 
Wiſdom , his Will: n may learn nut # 
be .as the horſe, or as the mule, which have m 
1 Pſal. 32. 9. but to direct his 
courle according to the tevealed will d 
God. The Teſtimonies of the Lord are 9 
be a man's Counſellors, Pſa. 1194-24. To 
haye an eye ever and anon on this Sacre 
Model of the Lord's preſcribing, is wiſdon 
indeed, Bebold ( faith Moſes to the Iſraelites ) 
I bave taught you ſtatutes and judgm. nts, wha 
as the Lord my God commanded me, that y 
ſhould > ſo in the land whither ye go to po 
[iſs it: Hep therefore, and do them , for thith 
your wiſdom, &c, Deut. 4. 5, 6. | 


Didine Pzobidence. 


OBSERVATION u. 


God is Unthangeable , and his Provi- 
dence bolds correſpondence with his 
Unchangeable Will. 


CHAP. I. 


O illuſtrate this: 1. There are Emblems, 
Pictures, Similics , which do notably de- 
8 clare this in Scripture, Exek 1. 12. the living 
creatures went every ove ſtraight forward; whi- 
ther the ſpirit was to go, they went; and they 
returned ot when they went ; that paſſage in the 
14th vtrſe is no contradiction; for whereas 
( as Calvin noteth ) the Angels ate diligent 
in their work; it is no wonder if the Prophet 
faith, they ran and returned; and yet ſaith,they 
returned not this well agreeth, becauſe they 
do not return till they have diſcharged their 
office, or done the work undertaken. To this 

of Ezekgel, add that in Z:ch. 6. 1. the Moun- 5 
tains are ſaid there ro be Mountains of 
Brais. By theſe Brazen Mountains (faith learn- 
ed and pious Pemble) all underſtand God's 
g. Provident Decrees and Counſels; which as 
they are moſt firm and immutable in them- 
ſelves, like unremovable Mountains of Braſs 
or Steel; ſo are they the beginujngs of all 
H 4 Actions 


104 K Neo pet of 
AQions and Effects in the world: and there. 
fore theſe Chariots are ſaid to come forth 
from between theſe Mountains; God's Pro- 
ridence appointing, them their courſe. 
2. The oppolition that is made between 
the Creator and the Creatures, doth ſet 
torth the unchangeableneſs of God. God i; 
#0} a man that be ſhould lye + neitber tbe ſon 
of man that be ſhould repent. Hath be ſaid and 
ſpall be ut do it f or bath be ſpoken, and ſhall 
be not make it good? Numb. 23. 19. The 
words were uttered by Balaam; he was the 
Jeaden pipe for their conveyance , and they 
ar? nevertheleſs pure SanQuuary-watef 7 for 
tle Lord mit him, and put a word in his month, 
as it is ſaid v. 716. To this may be added what 
we have Pſal. 102. 25, 26, 27. 
3. The Seripture doth tar and wide remove 
any thing of real” change from God. Ian ih 
Lord, I change not, Mal.3.16. ---with bm is # 
variablen ſi, neither ſhadow of turning, Jam, 1.17. 
tin God (as one comments on the place) is a'Sup 
q * always bright, a moſt pure Light, and immu- 
{ge P. 61. fably Good,; he never ſuffers an eclipſe or 
change; never 4s. obſcured with darknch, 
but abides the ſame for ever. 
4. God is All- wiſe, and therefore ſecond- 
thoughts are not better with him. He being 
infinite Y Viidom, there can be no addition to 
His Underſtanding, The Lord is not to (eek 
bt his de ſign as man is, who cannot ſore · ſe 
matters. They are the princes Zan who br 
tome fools, ihe princes of Nopb bit art deceirdd, 
Wa, 19.13. The Lord he is only wiſe, Jade * 
3 MA. x 
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Dibine Pꝛobidente. 
The Lamb ouly was worthy to receive wiſdom, 
Rev. $.1% „ „„ 

5. Nothing from without that can pro- 
perly change the Almighty, All the united 
foxces. of the Creatures cannot obſtruct his 
will from taking place, I will work, and who 
ſpall let it? Iſa. 43. 13. My father. which gave 
them me, is greater than all, {faith Chriſt, Fob. 
10. 29. . 

6. The changes .that arc in the world, do 
pay their homage! to the unchangeable Will * 
or Purpoſe of: God, 'God's Will was, That 
Foſeph ſhould be the Grandee, or Honourable 
amongſt the Brethren, according to the pro- 
pherical dream, Gen. 30. 7,8, 9. Now all thoſe 
changes or varicty of conditions which be- 
fel Jes „ did providentially contribute to 
bring about, in the Lord's way of wiſdom, 
the Lord's Will in regard of Foſeph's ad- 
vancement: ſo he tells his brethren, Geu. 50. 
20, Jonab hath a commiſſion to go to Ninivch, 
and denounce the wrath of God againſt them; 
and this his denunciation is bleſt to their re- 
:formation : and ſo the Lord's will in the {u- 
ſpenſion of Judgment is uſhered in, which 
before lay latent or hid. God doth often 
threaten, not that what is threatned is to take 
place, but the contrary 3 the threatning being 
2 ſunctiſied means as the Lord ordeteth it. 
God wils a change, and yet changeth not his 
Will. The Looking-glaſs is ſtiil the ſame, 
though one while the face is not ſeen, and 
« another while it is ſeen, | | 


CHAP. 


106 A Dzoſpec of-- 
CHAP, Il. 


Ogers, l. TER E is ground then to reject ſuch 
mutas ſed T Doctrine as cxpreſly , or by neceſſary 
non con- conſequence, aſſerteth a mutability in 
liam 4®- The Lord's Will is not as the Sea, which hath 
gas. in "© - 

Medit. c. its acceſſes and receſſes, He is not another 
29. Opus God from what he was. The ſons of 7 
non con- change, but the God of Faz#þ changeth not. 
filium 2. His Rightcouſucſs is not like the morning 
Im credi- cloud, and the tarly-dew.; bat like the great 
mus mu- Mountains, as the Pſalmifi deſcribes it, Pſ, 366, 
on quia per varia Tempora diverſa przcipitz ſed ma- 
nens idem incommutabilis & @tetnus , quid cuiqz congruua 
eſſet tempori ab ipſa æternitate in e ju menſir diſpoſitione cow 
filii. Ide - Hiſp. lib. 1. Sent. c. 1. 


2. How may wickedly-impenitent one: 
or impenitentiy- wicked ones, tremble at the 
confideration of God's unchangeableneſs 
his Providence, as keeping accord with his 
Parpoſc ! Their preſent profperity is no ar- 
gument of impunity, The pride of their 
heart deceiveth them. Though they exalt them- 
ſelves as the eagle, 4nd ſet their nels amongf 
the ſtarrr, yet thence will Providence bring then 
down, Obad, 8 4. | 
3. How thould Chriſtians aſpire aſcer 4 
kind of immatability in point ot holding to 
what is good and —— The wil 
of a Chriſtian be for his God. I hn 
ſworn, and I will perform it , That I will bw 
aby righteow judgments, aid David, Pſ. 11 Sato. 
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POSSESS 


Be ye pirfed( {laich Chriſt ) even ar your father 
which w in beavett- is perfell, Mit. 5. 48. Well 
then, it becometh the children of ſuch 2 
Father, to be good , eminently good, and to 
hold on in what is good, left ocherwiſe it be 
ſaid, as of old, O Epbraim, what. foall I do unto 
thee ! O Fudab, bat ſhall I do unto thee | for 
your: goodntſs is 4 the morning cloud, and u tbe 
early dew it paſſeth away, Hol. 6. 4. 

4. What ground of ſupport is there from 
hence for . the Church of God undet all 
threats, contrivements, attempts, of men 
and devils. God will have a people, let 
men and devils ſay and eſſay the contrary, 
No weapen that is formed againft ther, ſhall pro- 
ſper, Iſa. 54. 17. The gates of bell (ball not pre 
vail againit it, Mat. 16,18, God is not 


changeable in his Purpoſe, Prediction, 
Promiſe : and though men may rage, 
and be as the great Mountain, as it is 
ſaid Zech. 4. 7. yet the Chriltian 
hath Mountains to oppoſe againlt 
the worlds Mountains; what the 
Chriſtians Mountains are, the place 


An plus exiſlime- 
mus ad impugnan · 
dum poſſe humana 
conamina , quam 
quod ad protegen. 
dum _— di- 
vina tutela, Oer. 
lib. 1. Epiſt. 8 


before quoted, Zech. 6. 1. doth give tounder- 


ſtand; they ate Mountains of Braſs, 


afford two Mcditations : 


and ſo 


1. That wicked ones will find theſe Moun- 


ders to overturn. 


, fains of Braſs too ficm for their weak ſhoul- 


2. That the Arrows which the ſons of 
Belial (hoot againſt theſe Mountains, will 
recoil back, and miſchief themſelves in the 
end. The Dyvegrof the world, whoſe fingers 


itch 


: A>'Phoſpect- of 
itch to be medling with God's p. will 
have their hands fuli of Wo one dy.“ A 
black prophecy there is for ſuch, Eſal, 32 
5, 6, 7. and they themſel ves take the courſe 
to have it accompliſh't, as Doeg. did: for if 
the Lord did not pour forth wrath on Duc 
before David came to the Throne; what 
could Doeg expect from a David ; but to be 
the inſtrument of God's wrath towards him, 
who' had belied David, and murdered the 
Prieſts of the Lord, as 1 Sam. 22. It is of- 
ten to be obſerved, That the way wicked 
men take to tuin others, ruins themitlves, 
Pharaob, who will kill the Jraeliter, or drown 
them \ periſheth with his Hoſtin the waters, 
Exod, 14. 23, with 28. 
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OBSERVAT LON VI. 


God hath His Secrets or Depths's but is 
ve der unjuſt in 'His Providential Di- 
rw 
A* Nee 
warty T 7' op Siabprnd 
THAT. the Lord bath. his Secrets, 
may be made manifeſt if we conſider, 
1. How this is ſymbolically or myſtically 
inſinuated in Scripture, That of God to Moſes 
Exod 33 23. Ibo ſpalt ſee my back-ports ; but my 
face . thaw ſhalt not ſee ; doth intimate, we have 
not full view of the Lord, as when.a man 
comes up face to face 3 but ſee him in part, 
at a diſtance, as the Apoſtle Paul hath it, 1 Cor. 
13,9. We know hut in part. We read, how 
when the Lord appeared, he vailed himſelſ 
with 2 cloud, Exod, 16. 10. 1 King, 18. 10, 11. 
And in 1ſa, 6. 1. there is mention rage of the 
train ox skirts, nothing of the upper ornaments, Nec caret 
as one obſerveth ; and what may this import, mos. 
but our ſeeing of the Lord after a poor, low, — 
imperfect (art, in compariion of what He is. nit Pro- 
| | pheta de 
ſuperioribus Divinz Majeſtatis ornamentis, ſed de fimbriis 
ranturs.' Exprimitur conſter natio animi'refigiofi, qui in viſioni- 
bus die inis non ſuperiors; ſed vix inf contemplatur. Et ad- 
modum aſſemus tcelices, fi vel fimbrias Divinz Ma jeſtatis pie ac 
teligioſe conte plate mur. Au ſcu lu. 
; 2, How 
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2. How otherwiſe were there ſuch ground 
for admiration, if the Lord had not His Se- 
crets or Depths to be admired?” If There 
were no knots to unty, how could it be ſo 
ſaid, O the finger of God? The Angels are 
ſaid to cover their faces with their wings , Ia, 
6. 2 Paul eries out, O the depth of | the. riches 
both of tbe wiſdem gnd_hrowledg of G bow 
unſearehable are bis judgments, and bis mays 
finding out! Rom. 11. 33, Here by the 
let it be noted, That if ſo skilſul a Pilot as 
Paul cries out, O the depth I ſhall ſuch who 
may be fearce reckoned - common *Fog- 
malt. men, pretend to find out-'a Nor 
weſt paſſage, a new way in the Decvces of 
God, and the Providence of God ; aud ſachy 
way, as that it may he ſaid, Bebold be Pla 
according to their model; which yet is a Lab. 
rinth, where they loſe themſelves 3 and hi 
they labour to Tinker up one hole, then 
make two. . 

3. The Scripture plainly aſſerts, ho it i 
the glory of God to conceal a thing, Frov. 25.4 
For the better underſtanding of this place, 1 
ſhall annex what pious and judicious Curt. 
wright ſaith ; & God verily is to be honoured 
< inaſmuch as he hath revealed his counſd 
and will in many things. But ſuch myſic- 
©« ries of the Kingdom of Heaven, whoſe 
*< cauſes and reaſons are. unſearchable, yield 
« to him the richer crop of honour ;, ſuch 
© are the Myſteries of the Trinity: The three 
* fold diſtinction of Perſons-in one Effence; 
“The eternal generation of the Son; The 

| | « pro- 


SES no DES e I BTTSESE RT SO BEAST ngas 


« of the Holy Spirit; The eternal 
* predeſtination of {ome to life, others to 
« death-z The incarnation of the Son of God; 
* or the: aſſumption of our frail fleſh into the 
unity ol his Pexſon; Of, Cod, all things 
© whatſoever: «xc done, both decrecing, and 
« his Providence ſo ruling, that out of the cvil 
* which is done, he contracts no guilt; Or 
& Pazents fins ta be puniſht on poſtetity 4 


“many generations : Of juſt judgment tobe 
* executed. by the unjuſt: Of the burning of 
« the Wife, for the Husband's fin, and the 


Children for the Parents, Foſs. 7. 25. Of 
which, and all ſuch kind, it may be truly at- 
fxmed , They do each afford to men a large 
field of praiſing and glorifying God 3 yea, he 
is the more amply, and with ſuller mouth in 
theſe to be extolled, than in other matters, 
whoſe cauſes and principles with our minds 
and underftanding we do in ſome meaſure take 
in: for firſt of all, it is appatent from hence, 
That God's Wiſdom is infinite and unſcarch- 
able to the Creature: Morcover , That God 
is to be be lic ved upon his own teſtimony, and 
according to his pleaſure may do whatever he 
will; and ſo ſer condeſcends from his right, 
when he vouchſaſeth to render a reaſon of his 
doings or ſayings. 

That though the Lord hath his Secrets, 
Depths; yet he is never unjuft in his Diſpen- 
ſations. The Lord hath his Throne of righte- 
ous Judicature z The judgment was ſet, and the 
books were opened, as Doniel beheld in that Viſt- 
on, chap. 7. 10. It is ſaid thete, v. 9. that the 
An- 


| „ Profpett'of -- 
Ancient of day r:did'fit, whoſe garment was whih 
& the ſnow, ande ibe hair of | bis Bead like pare 
wool + there is hot the leaſt ſpot or taint d 
in juſtice in his management af mnatrers for 
ſo much my be denoted by this deſcriptioi! 
though I deny not but the whitenefs of the 
rg —— betolen ſupream dignity; 
I being an Bnſigu of Honour,asisoblerved'by 
Majeſiati Yum 0h the plate. Be ſides this gtaphical de 
Dei pro- ſeription of the 'Lord/as righteous, accordity 
3 to Doniel's Viſion, there att nor wanti 
quod an. Plain aſſertions in Scripture : that in Dun. 324 
tiquiſß- th is the rock, bis work ist perſtb, ſor all bi 
mus die- wuyt are judgment: 4 God of triab, and without 
bus eſt, ad ahiuity: juft aud right 'is be, And itRat in Pf 
— 05.17. The Lor ir righteous in all bis mi 
ternita- bol in all hir work. n t 
tem ilius. ; * 


(a.) Quod veſtimentum e jus nirei coloris eſſe dicitur, qut# 

colorem, inſigne ſuiſſe regni, veteres Hiſloriæ ſacrz & prophy 

nz docent. (30 Quod capiſlus ezus Gmilis dicitug ſuiſſe lanz po- 

rz, i.e. ab omni patte puri mus & ſimpliciſimus; aded ut ne 

ta quidem parte, quæ in homine a natura vacife ſordibus ni 
v 


poteſt » 


mi nimm vitium aut veſtigium) eius depre hen 
potuetit. 1 Nene 


er 
17 


Moreover, let it be conſidered hexe, (1 Tha 
ſome of God's Saints who have been ſtumble 
at ſome paſſiges of Providence, have had fatilh 
faction when the Lord hatb let forth his light 
into their judgments or underſtandings, the 
have ſeen their ſolly, and given him the glory 
of his Diſpenſatjons: So Fob 42,3. So tha 
Prophet, Pſal. 73. 16, 17, 22+ (2.) That cons 
ſide ting who the Lord is; He, whoſe wy 
ed ecla* 


Divine Pzobſerite. 173 
declated toi man, is fora: Rule ; and, wWj0W 
borrows not j rectitude from the Cteate: 

it is wiſdomi to hold to. this. That his ways, | 
though they are above aur Reaſon, yet ne yet 
againſt Right. We find this cto be the path; 
wherein we are © walk:;/ when objections to 

the contrary: offer themſelves by way of diver- 

ſion from the! ſaid path. S0 Je. 12. 1. Aigle 

- art thou, O Lord : yes let me talk, with thee” 

727 7. judgments, &c. So Faul, "What ſhell, we Nequa- 
jo — ther wnrighterſeſs with Gel Gad, 74 ink 
8 dum poſ- 

_ di- 
dere, in que divioum. e. elle judicium non denegare, 
y RE RITA eaves Bath, DD 2 Re — 

qu 1 - 


r r 


non valet. Salo. ol 7 


* _—_ 20170 
e en A nn 
' BL 4543610 
R OM the Lord's Wing his Secretory” 
Peß the r 1.) Ty xeverence (oaigh- 
ind glorious'4 Sod. Shall the reputed Orbbfer gi ſeire 
for Wiſdorh be cty'd up in the world? and;vis quid 
ſhalt not che God of Lafiite Wiſdom be ace fung ir 
knowledged ?' Paul was higb in knowledg;and babes li- 


caught h into Paradiſe, 2 Cor. 12. 4. and yet teras $a- 
5 gerast per- 

eee Quicaul autem Den þ bæc de quibus 
— Da ?. nolo à me requiras. Homo [um, non in- 
blligo hemp E bor bn 1795 ayges ; & ideo 'erlam atten» 
1715 aſi _— temerita- 
reſt 6 —— ad nmr! va Mciat-tibi quod Deus & 
nn . de guber, Dei, * 


* N LOOP | SILW « 120 
vii I hath 


— 
— — 9 = 7 2 >; % 
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A: :Ppufphct: of: ©: 
hath ground enbugh to admire the Lots 
wiſdom , whoſe judgrnensr are un, arahabla, 
bi'ww#y7 pa ſiuding ant, Ron 17 350 0 H 
— tos cho ld di rryex ing him 
is au about ſuch e Diſpen (ation, which t 
wiſe ſor want og ght U, οꝗνj or cc 
quem might; by reaſon of the da rh of! 
unten ding, hie had ablick improver 
Ir wn condeſer nien of the Lord 0 & 
bam, iu that whadhe was about te do c 
was navhid frotHlbrabom, who bath a 
with the Lord concerning thempoaels 
— — Sodom; (ce Gen. 18.175 
is ithething dye of proportio tat Land 
dilcchetieg cd Abbe, 4 God" Jh ton 
preparatjphs, as. they de Ipecl a furufe d iſpe 
tion, as ſome Chriſtians have experience q 
ſome matters. And not only is thankfy 
due to God for zn antecedeny light at 
matters; but alſo for conſequent diſcoreꝶ 
weben this or that, dipenſatiam de 
all gate nce. Jaan Nas ſtartle an og 
- Prividense 3 God: (tisfied: him, aþund wk . 
7. Let it then b xemembred, Th tft nw 
| "diſcover; himlglt yo fo any 45 og . 
the greater obligation 20 m; by v * 1 
a thabhkful dapotent, 65 inp. th IF 
but ſervants, as Chriſt — . (i 15.15. 
1, From the Lord 25 Fe, all 1 
WAYS Earn, THR ET „ pines "I 
o xcje&'6 
ee et pain a mY Lords 
dente is not —— 1 —— 


age no ſuch wares in this bottom, 2 en 
ole 


Dibine PebbidencP, 

ame paſſengers in the Ship of Fools ſay the 
tracy > It was an old ſlander, or blaſphes 

wy tatber , The 'woy of the Lord is un ue, 

| 18. 23. The confutation of this is an- 
thert; (1,) moe gentrally; and that 

1. by way of contra · poſition, or implied a6 
tion, Hear now, O Ie, u t un way 
? That interrogation is a ſtrong afhrma- 
n. 2. By way-ot retortion ; the Lord turns 
0 ten. bout, und fir es it on themiei ves, 
Se d vt wayr unequal? that is; 
de And this is the teply in the general. 

2. There is a reply mose particularly in the 
— verlta, where e have che Erd 
eading-apology ort detenct abdut his 

paring ſune and puniſbing-bohers, in his Pro- 
„Bat à0t to enlarge on that 5 in the 

ce it follows: 


* Hold to this, That the Lord i 5 righte- Verunta- 
A Lernot only the tongue, but the heart, men de 
Arete converfation; keep up a cor- hac alti- 


nN truth. r N _ , 


nl or 2 * nis Dei 
; non con- 


we l Amn A dic um Dei 

wy Hor 1 . — habere 1 — quod 

» uf, inv non poteſt, quare ita ju 

a quis judicet. 22570 libs 2 de — For 


x; Hat Princes their Reaſon df 'State*Ge- 
— their Deſigus in wart allow 'd 
to a charitable” oonſtruction 7. 

in cafe, whoſe firatagem in falling 
pon the Madl amtes wirh Trum nipecs, earthen 
knchets, and the 27 in them, js not rejected 


by 


A Pepe of: ++: 
by the Soldiers as; amcrry or mad frolick of 
ther Leader, Judges And-ſhall nt the 
wiſe God (who abuſeth not Reaſon-of 8 
as a covert for wickedneſs, as men do ſom 
times ) be owned as Wiley Juſt, Holy; 
Adminiſtrations , though -we-tee; 
preſent the bottom of. his — + 4 
Is it not to be obſet ved how c 
were diſcontented (pitits, — | 
did mutter againſt Chriſt, ſaying , M bat 
we 0 uo with. thee, Feſu,:thou Sou N Gad 
thox come hit ber to torment ws | before the tim 
Mat. g. 29. The Deyilahere have their play 
would fafteo»injuſtice on Chtiſt. * 
3, Is not a:cavilling ſpirit at the Lordi 
ſpenſations, bad-bath in its roots and fruji 
What are the tools of it, but (.) Ign 
Pſal, 73. 22. (a.) Pride, this niterh v op, 
2. 3, 4. (3.) lmpwicncy, or want of 
aon God to ſee iſſues ol matteras ſoit Fe 
+ $9,111, (4.0 —— 
is, and wbo.man is that grumhles ahi 
Er. 3 39. Rom. 9. 20. And DENIES 
they are none of the beſt, but bad et 
— ne, Men Oui of 75 in duty vey, yes, toch 
Ae comtin- it off, Pſal, 73. 13. Ma, Wa 70 
gat im- to blaſpheme 5 321 AR 


pingere | 
adverſus Deum & L en 


noſtram temeritatem, & id 1 1 05 a 


ergo atqz nobis ↄbrepunt e ee 

quam notam 8 iniæ, eas citiſiwe a L 
mittimus, pan 3 ieretient, nem 8 
tremam hand veſanlam, ut nyltrreligio , vel pudor — e 
quin palam blateremus 2dverſus Deum. Cv. prælect. i in. a 


E. 10. „ 
* 0858 


* 


* 
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"OBSERVATION vn. 


pods Soveraignty. 4 6 in bis | Di» 


2 ſhould. be 4 golden Fitt to 


min's' corruption; and a ſacred 
owe | To Pry” Fo the exerciſe of 


n 


"CHAP. ? 


YE Sapcraigsty of God, whereby, as 
Abſqlote Lord, he doth whatſoever he 


leaſeth, El, a 5. 3. hath its latitude or ex- 


*; it is, like the Sun, which is not confined 
d one part.,of the Zodiack, but bis going 
arth is from; the end of the heaven, and his 
ucuit: unta the ends of the earth, I ſhall- 


therefore; cquſider it largely, as it is expreſly 


e abſolutely or reſpectively, in 
n \particulars diſplayed, A view then we 
ay take of it, (1,') In Spirituals. (2.) In 
Temporals. In Spirituals, and ſo, 
1. In Election ot a perſon to life and glory 
veſo Chriſt. Nas ut Eſau Jacobs brother, 
the Lord d. 1.2. Yea, it may be an- 
788 and his eldet brother. too; and yet.the 
| nat yet horn, neither having done 
0d or . that the purpoſe of God according to 
lein * flaud, uot 15 works, but of bim 25 


callet 


A Nene if. 

calleth, Jacob have I loved, and Eſam baue 
ted, Neither is there unrighteouſneſs with G 
in paſſing by the one, and chuſing the othe 
for be ſaith unto Moſes, I will have mercy on 

will baue merey ; aud'I will haue a 
whom I will haue ion, Rom. 9. 11, 13, 
15. Thus the in chat. Divine Trad 
Piedeſtination, aflestcth Replies to Obj 
ons, and wades fathes on in the Conte 
ſic io the following, Verſes, and ſpeaks gas 
cularly of the Soveraignty of God, in . 
21. On which Aquinas comments, liyit 51 


bout the election of the good, and the rep 
bation of the bad, a two-fold queſtion: i 
be moved: One in the general, WhyG 
will hardcn ſome, and have compaſſiba 50 
thers? The other is ſpecial, or partici 
Why he takes compaſſion'on this, aud 

t 


at man? There may be a reaſon of the 
mer aſſigned but not fo of the later, u 
The meer wil of God, An illuſtration 
which, we have in human affairs: for if 
willing to Band an houſe , ſhould have m 
ftones alike and equal gathered together; the 
tniy ſome reaſon be Kanes , why de pl 
ſome above, ſome beide from the End int 
ed y Becauſe to the perfection of the H 
which he intendeth to build, there is rc 
xd: a Foundation, which hath Abnes b 
and Tkowife the top bf che WIH, which h 
Rönes above the others / but Why. be 
place theſe (ivnes-thove, and cheſs betowA 
dot uny reaſon, uoleſt, Becauſe he , AttifkX 
Maſon wilt have it b. Thus Aun. 
3 . > ; 1 6 . 9 76. ; 1 
|. 


Divine Pqabſdence. 
, 10 nd frond raucedgf the means of grace 
to theme, 7 to ocheis. 12 bis 
e 55 ſtatgis/ and bi on 
nue Yragl 4. he 4 art not deals ſo n- 
bie. 41 M: Her (bis. judgments, — 
raise ye. the Lord, Plal. 347. 18. 
„Aud this is not ouly.,Qid:Teltamcar, Dor 
wok but al fo New 3 the Lord digt Pap! 
aud, Timasby, where, and where not, they ate 
(9.preach. the. Goſpel, Now when they had gone 
\Phrygio , and. the region of .Galesis, 
and were forbidden of the Holy Gba to prxech the 
word iin Aſia, after they wre dome 20 Myþa, they 
ed 1 go pho —— — — 
paſſing came 
Gowp to 1 and a vlan appeared to Paul i 
the night obere flood @ man. ' Macedonia , 4nd 
prey COP 27 Come aner into Macedauia, 
and belp after we had ſeen the viſion, ins 


cudaavoaved 40 go into Macedouia, 
. that heLedbod called us py 

10 preach the Goſpel unt abe, Acts 16. 6, 
3. In conſert ing gifts and — 
Jome , and not on others, All are not alike 
lubjehs. of ſuch and (ugh qualifications. Ba- 
uam prophefieth, Numb. 23. Abitopbel is a re- 
puted Oracle for wiſdom and counſel in Tree, 
2 Sew, 16, 23. Many will ſoy to Chrift iu that 
"Key, Lord, Lard, bave we net prophefied in thy 
Neve, ond in thy name done many wonderful 
worlg, Mat. 7. a. The Apoſtle Paul Gappo- 
eth. That Ewe; like Lead, may Have a very 
ſpechus ſtamp of ſome gifts, and yet be Lead 

ſtill, Gr. 18.1, 2. 

14 4. Ia 
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. Ina planting ſaving-grace in the heart 


of not ſo in the hearts of others. Ii 
gien unto you (ſuith Chriſt to the Diſciples) 


10 h the myſteries bf the kingdom. of beaver; 


and t0tbem iti not given , Mat...13\ 11. Out 
Savigur ſpeaks of ewo ſorts of hranches,ſoms 
fruit-bearing ones; others not ſo; Fobn 15. 


The Author of the Epiſtle to/ the Hebrews, 


doth tacitly diſtinguiſh of profefſors', when 


he ſaith, But beloved, we art perſwaded batt 


things of you, and things that acconipany ſuli> 
'» &k - hs 


| tion, Heb. 6, 9. 40 . 


5. In calling home by his grace ſome # 
one time of their: life, and in a different wi 
in point ot circumſtances, others not 
Some; their ſhip” arriveth ſoouer at the Polt 
of Gtace, and are brought in with gentk 


-gates3 others after u long courſing up and 
down, meet with rough winds, and ſo ar 
landed at laſt. Joab, Feremiab, Fobn the 
tit, Timosby, may ſerve as inſtancts on the 


part: Manaſſeb, Paw, with others, may be es 
empliſicat ions on the other. Some are fw 


- won into the Vinyard; otheis are driven; 
(as it were) hunted in, and at diſſerent ſeatons; 
for we reid of the morning, the third hows, 
the ſixth, ninth, and ele venth, Mat. 20. 


6, In giving larger meaſures ot grace t0 
ſome, nat ſo to others; Some arc ſmoaking 
flau, and bruiſed reeds, MIt. 1a. 10. Others 
grow as the Lilly, and ocaſi forth their x00tslike 


Leban nz t heir branches ſpread, and their beauty 
is as the Olivestree, and their ſmell as Lebami, 


Bk 14. 6,7. Jobs rangeth Clyiltas nf 
J a 4 tie. 


- 


a © a@- nn) on I.E _ A. 
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ce. 

tie dfildren, fathers; and young men, 1 John 
4¹ 1 1 Whychey who are the children, are 
not the young men; the ybung mon the fa- 
thers; and why the fathers are not the young 
men, and young men the children, the one 
in one place, the others in the other; is ſu- 
2 froth the Soveraign Will of God, who 
coald have wroughc/ otherwiſe, 

% Un carrying on ſome id their Journey 
nward;- without ſuch falls by the way as 
have had David, Jona; Peter, did 
ſplinter their bones, though they brake not 
their nec ks : thy fell into the mire, though 
whey wallowed not in it as fwine of the De- 
vils Herd. We do not find that Faul, with o- 
thers, had ſuch. plusges after their primitive 
or firit acquaintance” with Jeſus Chriſt: I 
Neem (ith Faul] usching by my ſelf ; yet am [ 
not hereby juſtified, 1 Cor. 4.4. ' 

8. In landing ſome at the Pore of Heaven, 
28 it were, with top and top-gallant, pennents 
fireaming, and flags Gying: They go out of 
the world tfiumphantly z. they are in Heaven 
before they are in Heaven: a ſight they 
have ol the Beatifical Viſion on earth. Ste- 
pben being full of tbe Holy Gboſt, looked up ſled- 
faftly into. beaven; aud ſaw the glory of God, and 
Jeſus ſlanding on the right band of God, Acts 7. 
55, 56. Others, though they may have as 
much of inberent-grace, yea ſometimts more, 
yet. go out of the world in 2 cloud, though 


not iu a ſtinking (nuff. Chriſt kiawelt;upon the 


Deity's ſuſpenſion. of his or,], goes off 
the ſage of the world with a My God, my 


God, 


EY 


11 (:iPacſpent; af | 
— 1 — —— — 
2. In rals, veferting 
this life, the Lord's Soveraign Will. 
s | un yas 114 - rank 
1. In giving ſuch abecing for kind. That 
the lfficievcy of God was: not otherwiſe ea 
ployed, io regardof the objec; at ſachs ja 
ſon; or in ſome other way, as Ad was made 
out of the duſi of the earth,; Kve not ſo ia 
mediately, bat out of 4 rib of Adam , 15 
r 
1 the weeping to the im 
Cardinals going to the Council of Cons 
and demanding of the Shepherd why he ww 
ſo pathetical? I dure (. fakth he) 2% L 
ib I was not made as youder Toad, Fob tel 
notice of the Lord's Providence; in his heeing 
and the mode of it, ſaying, H hom 102 por 
ed me ont like milk, and prod —_— 
thou bat dothed' me with thin and flap, and be 
fenced me with bones aud funews : then bei grant 
ed me life aud favour ; und thy viſitation. hath 


all my 
which in com inwence were 


4 © 1 


3. 1 


Didine: Pravidenre. 


on £ In bd6tig birthed into the world at ſuch 


or ſack a ties. The time 'tnight have been 
ſuch, when the women did est their fruit, 
and children of 3 2 how ag, Lan. . 20. Our 
Saviour black days, When he 
th, Vo m_—_ mbich are * — 
to them ches give ſuch, in theſe days, Mat 

19. ſee moreover there, u. 21,23. 


4. In portioning. forth the of habi- 
tation, There is a wiſe ſo lot of Fro- 
vidence in God's diſpoſal of ta their 


reſpective places of abode. Gen (aud Paul) 
bath determined the times oud 
the hounds of their babigation,,A&s 27,26. 
in regard of places for accommodation, whe 
ther for. 23822 . or . — 
may ay, are un mae in 
plurer; 22 I buve a goodly beritage, Plal. 16. 6, 
5. In calling fome to one employment, 
others to another. Bake! wy Skilttul JH 
ſicer, Exod, 3 1. f begioning * 
choſe . — n e. 
Heep. fold: from following the em gras with 
young; be bromybe bim 30 feed Jacob bis 
aud Iſrael bis inberit ante; Pfal. 78. 1. Ie 
mah was ordained a Prophet, Fer. 1. 1. 17 
bank Cbriſt Feſus our Lord (duch Panl) who 
enabled me: for 167 be counted me faithful, putting 


* imo the 1 Tim. 1. 22. 
6. In giving to: ſume ſuck und ſuch Rela- 
1 When Tſom lified up bis cyer aud ſaw the 


wen and oh, , bo ate theſe with thee, 
Hab be % fh and be ſaid; . The children 
5 God bath gracio y giuen ih ſtrvaut, Gen. 


33+ 5* 


* 


, '"A*Paoſpect of- 
33:'5. Feb was bereft of his children GO 
gives him poſterity again; for he had ſeven 
ſons and three daughters, Job z. 13. Theſe 
hing goods cime out of God's Treaſures 
houſe. That reply of Facob to Rachel, ſaying 
Give me children,” or elſe I dye; doth atteſt the. 
ſoverzign will of God, Am I (Haid Jacob) in 
God's flead? who. bath with · beid from tbee the 
fruit of 'the-womb?! Gen, 30. 3. 8 

7. In giving and continuing to ſome as 
a5 he pleaſeth; Land, Wealth, Health, Friends, 
Liberty ; to others not ſo. He 'maketb' peace 
in thy borders, and fileth tbee with the 1447 
tbe wheat, Plal. 147. 14. Others cut up Mal- 
lows by the buſhes ; and Juniper - roots for 
their meat, Jab 30. 4. The rich man ſeaſteth, 
and hath his Purple and fine Linnen; Lars 
rus is laid at his gate full of ſores , Lab r 
19, 20, Pharsab hat h his liberty to gallop: up 
and down Egypt: . Foſeph was fold for a ſer» 
vait, whole feet they hurt with ſetters; be 


was laid in irons, Pſal. 105. 17, 18. 


8. In taking ſome out of the world in the 
morning of then ⁊ge, others at mid- day, others 
in the evening. Many Candles are putt- out, 
ere they burn out to the ſocket of old age: 
yea, ſame: no ſooner lighted, but are extin- 
guiſht; and many with one breath are blown 
out toge they 2s in a Plague time, and fea» 
ſon of Wart: Sh any (ſaith Fob) teach God 


- krowledg , ſeeing be judgeth thoſe that are bighs 


One dicth in bis ful firength being -wholly at eaſe; 

anden quitt, hiv bryafis ere. fl of. milk, ad bi 

bones are moifined with "marrow ; and * | 
| p et 
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e e Ye tir ya 
eth with plea e 
ale fr ape ac tao jene 
2 * young Ae, in whom is found 
towafd the Lord God "of 
2 — —— ones ſurvive 2 
1 Kings 14 18 13. | 
fob Nen ny { 
Now, that ig Seren of God Apply. 
ed, "ſhould be 4 zölden birt to check man's 
corruption; ippeareth ,: {$20 eee Ee % 
t Tfdue © 25 yo be had to 85. 
periors, much more ought: ĩt to be yielded to 
God, who is abſolute Lord. Elibu harps on 
this fring; þ „18, 19, 'Nebuchadnet- 
an it th Fe bn, Fus 5435. 
1 Otherwiſe, Whit 59 it Bt to alt Cl) 
to the Potterſhip ? > He that quarrelleth with 
God's Diſpealirdns,” doth To far forget that 
conf: ſſioꝝ of faith, Iſs. 64. 8. Ban How, O Lord, , 
thin att our Father ; we art abe cy, ard then 2, 09" 
our Potter; and we all are tbe work, of #y bars. homines 
wilt o -corutoget fil aoN8&1NIN"? _.! ſibi nego- 
elſe eum 2 Bo , puiletst-ipſor - contra ſaum-opifcem i in- 
cen eq; tum 
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What are parties Note contend- 
ind” but blows ? Mo wito bing vue verb with 


bis Mater; KW; *orfherd füße wah the Per- 
Jherds 0 the Ab or. Iſs, 45: 9. 
We 
The tune derkeagy of Godſbould be'a 
Ficrtd Sad, to ye to oy 'exerciſe of 
Race: For, ane 4 . 0 
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things..of. this life, than: webaye- That cis 4 

#emarkable dass, Mf A0. 45. 17 it not low 

fal for = to do. — — en _—— own? Is claw 


eye evil, becau uſe N 

3. Hopefulne 96 irie ale the — 
diltraſſes, hgtheg qut wusd or inward. May 
not God .cxalt Gravis Mexgy? Are ther 
4 bones? yet may they not live? EKR N. 
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12, 13. Is the heart as low. as Hell in regaid 
of fears, ſorrows, &c? yet will not he who 
dwelleth in the higheſt Heavens, take up 
his habitat ion in the loweſt heart ? Iſs. 57. 
16, 16. 41 AA. H 3 6 
* Love aud thankfulneſs; and that (i.) with 
reſpect tu ſmling · diſycuſat ioms, whether 
they reſpect ſouꝭ or / body. Who: am I, Lid, 
Cid: Doyid »bpon;. N view of iy mercies)? 
abet 11 my.:bawſe, thet ban beſt brought 
me'hbisbeeto 243 (Chabn, 7. 16. Sac moreover; 
Ni 66.1, 2% nd Tim, ,t, ig (2% With 
raſpedt to frowning once: That there 38 
ny 7 mitigation ſanctincnt ion of them, 
is ol dove and thank@lnels: for 
might have einlted Juſtice 401 its height 
in chy aſflicti ve diſpen ſaions. la is of the 
Locifmercier that we ore , nos; used, he» 
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e 166, b 0 eat ee you 
e thei meditativ God's Soy 
1 e be d dsr alley to t 
breakings ſottho of *ingrarivqde } pride, diſ 
content, en vy dt jectionuadenvhis Admi 
ſtrations. Confider, (t. V there not a 
unto them that gu in the bwayof Cain 
v, 11. And bst westthatwhieh fed! C, 
in his wey:y14Þ were hoe the firſt patt 
his way ? Was it not diſcontent at the Lowe 
Dripebfation?-Bur uurů Gu undo bis feu 
. had nit eſpe: aui Cali wu very v 
ond hir ch f felt, Gen 44. 5. (21) Wh 
judgment Ah kalte plact rr . 
Lord's, who is infallible, rightcous, ſupream 
or man's, who is made up of wants 0d 


I, 
trary carriage? Bebold, be taketh away, who em 
binder ? who will ſay unto bim, What a 
thou ? Jobg. 12, 2. G 
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2. Go down to the potter bouſe, Jer. 18. 2, 
,4, And what may you learn there? Is not 
the Clay ductile, pliable, obediential, to the 
hand of the Potter ? And ſhould not a Chri- 
ſtian labour more and more to have his Will 
moulded or fa 8 Will of his hs 
ker in point of holy fubmiſſions? Carry 
( Gaith David to Zadock,) the Ark of God into 
the City: if T ſhall favour in the eyes of the 
Lord, be will bring me again, aud ſhew me both it 
and bis babitation : but if be thus ſay , I have 
uo delight in thee ; bebold bere am I, let him do 
to me as ſeemeth good to bim, 2 Sam, 15, 25, 26. 
3. The way to have God to be gracious; is 
tocxerciſe grace with reſpect to the Lord's 
Soveraiguty to be diſplayed as he pleaſeth. 
There is a way of order, though not of merit; 
a way of our Duty, though God doth ſome- 
times notably exalt Soveraign Mercy when 
duty is neglected: The Iſraelites provoked God at 
the ſea, even at the red-ſea z nevertbeleſs be ſaved 
them for bis Name' ſake, +bat be might make bis 
mighty power to be known , Plal, 106, 7,8, And 
thoagh this be ſo, yet men have no ground 
to neglet their duty. Fob his captivity is 
turned, and God exalteth kindneſs to a won» 
der; yet Fob is reaſoned firſt into an holy ſi- 

lence and ſenle of his failings 3 ſee Fob 42, 
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There is a gloriows' diſplay ef #he pom 
of God in the management of mal 
ters in the World. ; 


CHAP. L 


HE Power of God may here be con 
| dered four ways. 1 


1, In regard of God Himſelf, 
2. In regard of Human Power, w 
3. In regard of the manner of being 
diſplayed. + | | 
4. In regard of its extent, or the vu 
ous objects about which it is 
verſant. pil 


Firſt, In the firſt place, The Power 
God may be viewed in regard of God bi 
ſelf ; and that, | a 

1. As a glorious Attribute of God. 
God is faid to be Love, 1 Jobn 4. 16, ſo He 
Power infinite, God bath ſpoken once, twice 
T heard this, That power belongeth 10 God, Pl 
62.11. Touching the Almighty, we cannot finab 
ont : be is excellent in power and in judgn 
}ob 37. 2% The Apoſile Paul ſpeaks of 


Divine Pzobidence, 
exceeding greatneſs of his Power, Epbeſ. 
— 1. 19. 

2. As conjoined with Wiſdom. According 
to this Conſideration, in regard of our ap- 
prehenſion, God's Power is glorious in bring- 
ing matters to paſs. He is mighty in ſtrengib 
and wiſdom, Job 36. 5. Wiſdom and might are hir, 
Dan. 2.20, It is laid, That, in Warlike aftairs, 
Policy ſurpaſſeth Power: What cannot then 
both intinite Power and Wiſdom accompliſh, 
though the Wiſdom of Myriads of Achitophels, 
aflay the contrary ! 

Secondly, The Power of God in regard 
8 of Human Power, will appear the more 
1 tranſcendent, if it be confidered, 
| 1. That Human Power is derivative, or 
borrowed from Him who is the bleſſed and 
only Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, 1 Tim. 6. 15. Nebuchadnezzar was a 
great Monarch, he had Kings ſubordinate to 
him z yet faid Daniel to him, Thow, O king, art 
king of kings: for ibe God of beaven bath given 
thee 4 kingdom , power, and flrength , and glory, 
Dan: 2, 37. All Nebuchadnezzar's Power wat 
but a Slip taken out of Heaven's Garden. He 
was beholding to God, who placed not only 
the Crown upon his Head, but his Head alſo 
upon his Shoulders. And not only the Power, 
but the exerciſe of it alſo, is mutatitious, or 
—_— 'So _ to Pilate, Thou couldf 

e n power at all againſt me, except it were given 
thee from above, Jokn 19. 10. 5" 10 

2 The Power of God is (cen as glori- 
ous, in compare with Human Power; in that 
1 K 2 the 
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the Lord can, and dpth ; when he pleaſeth 
dethrone the greateſt Potentates of t 
World, How quickly is a Nebuchadnezzar hu 
ried from the Palace to the Park, Dan, 4.34, 
God is Fndg, be putteth down the one, and fo 
teh up another, Plal. 75. 7. And hence NM 
ſpeaking of the two Kings, Sibox and 
whom God had cauſed to fall before his pes 
ple, Deut. 3. 21. annexeth a pertinent deſem 
tion of the Lord's Power, ſaying, O LN 
God, thou haſt begun to ſpem thy ſervant” 
greatneſs, and thy mighty hand; for what Go 
there in beaven, or in eartb, that can Wer 
thy works, and according to thy might ? v. 24 
Thirdly , The Power of God is to be col 
nidered in regard of the manner of its diſpliy 
and that three ways: i 
1. Immediately, or without means, If then 
be wanting means, yet there is never way 
power to bring about matters, where" 
when God pleaſeth, without means. He that 
made the World without a Tool, can a& with 
out an Inſtrument, If there be not an huma 
arm to cruſh a Labax, yet there is not want 
an hand from Heaven to reſtrain him: '@ 
acknowledgeth, ſaying, Ir ir in the ower if 
my band to do you hurt: bat the God of yi 


father ſpake unto me yeſternight , Habe 


thou heed that thou ſpeak not to eine 
good or bad, Gen. 31. 29. „ „tu 

2. Mediately, by means; and theſe though 
weak and improbable, God checkt tat 


inſolency by Frogs and Lice.” The blowing 
of the Trumpets of Rams-horns, is on 
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al. to levelche Walls of Jericho, as if a thous 
{ſand barrels of Gun-powder had been mined ' 
in under them, Joſh, 6. 20. Gideon with his 
hree hundred men , routeth the Army of 
the Midianites, as well as if his Army had con- 
ſiſted of Three hundred thouſand, Fadg. 7.19 
o, The Apoſtles, being delegated by Ek 
tothe preaching of the Goſpel , what multi- 
tudes are drawn into Chriſt by them? who 
were to confront the world in that work, as 
it was then adjudged, Ads 16. 21. & 17 6. 
& 24. 14. 
3. Contrary to the nature of means is the 


Power of God diſplayed. He made the fluid 


Waters to ſtand up as a ſolid Wall for his 
people to paſs by, Exod. 14. 22, Fire ſhall 
flame, and not burn, Dan, 3. 26. Lions (hall 
he hungry, and yct not devour a Daniel, Dan. 6. 
22 3. An harſh and crucl Jaylor to a Faul 
and Silas, ſhall become all kindneſs, Ads 16. 
23, 24» 33- * 
Fourthly, The Power of God in regard of 
the extent of it, hath its conſideration. Thox 
hat ( Gaith the Pſalmiſt ) a mighty arm : ſtrong is 
thy band, and bigh is thy right band, Pſal.8g, 13. 
With God all things are poſſible, Mar. 10. 27. For 
with God nothing ſhall be impoſſible, Luke 1. 37. 
Abd not only in the general is the Power of 


Cod marvellous, but like wiſe more particu- 
* larly, if we viewit with reſpect to, 


I. Spirituals. 
2. Temporals. 
1. The former, the Apoſile ſpeaks of in 
1 Epbeſ, 1.19. — the exceeding greatneſs of bis 
K 3 | power 
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power to #5-ward who believe, according to th 
working of bis mighty power, As the Power « 
God was richly diſplayed in making the Het 
vens and the Earth; fo likewiſe is it increp 
ting the new Heavens and new Earth, 177 
17. Look we into the new World, and 
ſerve what a golden thread of Power j 
drawn thorow theſe following Pearls. 

1, Converſion-work, regeneration, or thi 
new · creature, declareth the Power of God 
Thy people ſhall be à willing people in abe wk 
power, Pſal. 110.3. That the Wolf dwells wi 
the Lamb, and Leopard lies down with 
Kid, is from the Power of God, Iſa, 11. 
compared with 487 9. 5. and 1 Cor. 6.5 
10, 11. | 

2. The forgiving of fin , and the mort 
cation of it more and more, do likewiſc hold 
forth the Encomiums and Praiſes of Go 
Power, I bo is aGod like unto thee, that 
doneth iniquity, and paſſeth by the tranſgreſſumi 
the remnant of bis heritage? be retainetb not hi 
anger for ever, becauſe be delighteth in mercy © 
will turn again, he will have compaſſion upon 1 
be will ſubdue our iniquities ; au thow wilt 
all their ſins into the depths of the ſea, Mic. 7 
18, 19. But that ye may kvom ( (aith Chriſt to 
the Scribes) that the Son of Man bath power u 
forgive ſin, &c. Mat, 9. 16. For fin ſhall not hae 
d»mixion over you \ fer ye are not under tbe lan, 
but under grace, Rom, 6. 14. | 

3. The railing up of parties to, a ſenſe d 
God's love, eſpecially affer a ſpiritual languiſh- 
ing, falls, flips , conflicts with their _ 
| an 
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Power of God in ſo doing. Create iu me aclean 
beart T aith'Pavid ), and renew a. right ſpirit 
within. me +. reftore unto me the joy of aby ſalva· 
tion, Pll..51-:10, 12. I create the fruit of the 
lipsy Peace, peace, Ila. 17.19. 

4. The yigorous ſuſtentation of parties in 
the exerciſe of graces under ſufferings, doth 
proclaim, the Power of God. Be wot bon 
( writes Paul to Timothy) therefore aſhamed of 
the. teflimony of our Lord, nor of me bis priſouer; 
bt betbou partoker of the afflitions of the Go» 
. according to the power of God, 2 Tim. 1. 8. 
Fee more, Adr 4.8, 13. Rev, 2. 13. 

5. The couflict of Saints with Satan, doth 
wit neſs the Power of God. The God of peace 
ſhall bruiſe Satan under your feet ſhortly , Rom. 
16. 20. The Devil is 4 20aring Lion, 1 Pet, 
5-3, and yet he is not an itreſiſtable Adver- 
ſary 3 forv.g. it is ſaid, N bom refit , ftedfaft in 
the fuith. | 

6. Perſeverance in grace, even unto glory, 
doth - exhibit a large teſtimonial of the pow- 
er of God; ſo i Pet: 1,5. Who are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto ſalvation. 
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2. In the next place, The Power of God 
is ſeen in Temporals. What is the World 
but an Hall hung with this Cloath of Arras? 
We may behold the Power of God in the 
meaneſt or leaſt of Creatures, Amongſt other 
4 things, obſerve the ſparklings of this Dia- 
mond in two things. 
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aud clondineſs of ſpirit, doth beſpeak the 
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1. In point of Proviſion for parties: 
did God feed ſo many thouſand, and for me- 
ny years, and in a Wilderneſs, of old! See Numb, 
11. 21- Dent, $, 2,3, 4. As the Power of God 
was then ſeen, ſoit is ſeen in a larger =__ 
neſs, the whole World, io feeding the ſons of 
men, as ſhall after be ſpoken unto 3 and the 
ſame Power of God is ſeen as it teſpects pets 
ond, familics , in theix particular Wilderneſs) 
ut, | LEES - 
2. In point of Protection, notwit i 
dangers, It would fill à Volume to 
the many remarkable preſervations which 
ſome have had, whilſt the Lord had wiſe End 
ſubordinate to his glory, ſor their 'exiſtedee: 
here in the world. It may ſuſſice that Chu 
ints out the Power of God in pre ſerviag 
when he ſaith to his Diſgiples, Bebold(l ſeuu v 
forth as ſheep. in tbe midſt of wolves, Mat. 10. 
What a notable dravght have we of the Puwit: 
of God in the reſcue: of Peter (one of tha) 
Church's Bell weathexs) from t he Paw of that) 
ion Herod, Adr 12. Neither Qustermiom 
of Soldiers, nor Chains, nor Iron- gate, ſhall: 
hold him whom God will ſet free. It 64 
N Ged's Peters are immortal till hi vn 
e donn. | „ 


\ 


„% ew wa a 1.22 Tmrmwww ©oS=.oua ww. 


Y vid 
\ 
5 


„ 


CHAP. 


a<« Aa a wo iz A _ owc<a= we 


_ I 5 TI OX 7 - 3" IE, EY. WET. IS 


tt <2 fr He £3 05 ED 3Y 


— * — 


— — 


Dibine Probſdence. 


CHAP. I 


1 HERE is vo ground to be deſpon- 
1 dent or dejected in and under trou- 
blen Deſpondency of ſpirit is an evil of fin, 
which ſteals in on parties under theit evil of 
ſmart. Devid ſaid im bis beart, I ſhall now periſh 
one day by the hand of Saul, 1 Sam. 27. 1. and 


yet Sans day of death was then nearer, and 


David lived to fee the day, for a confutation of 
his black imaginations; for ſo is it recorded 
2 Sam. 22, 1. A David ſpoke unte the Lord the 
words f tbis ſong in the day that the Lord bad 
delivered him out of the hand of al bis enemies, 
and owt of the band of Saul. Let not the Chri- 
ſtian then be ſinking under his Saul - like diffi- 
culties, but ask his ſoul this queſtion, Can I 
find out an Om t Diſtreſs? If my Re- 
ligion ſay; nay ; ind tell me there is but one 
Omnipotent in the World; Why doth my de- 
jected practice ſay, yea? or tacitly proclaim 
the contrary ? 

2. Diſtruſt not the truth of God's word, as 
if the Lord could not be as good as his word 
for defect of Power. *T was Zacbariab*s fault, 
that he look*t too much to Second-cauſes,and 
did not conſider, as he ſhould, the Power of 
God, which had Nature ( though decaycd) at 
his beck, Luke 18. 19, 20. If therefore there 
be 2s great an unlikelihood of things ſpoken 
of in Seripture, in point of being fultilled, as 
there was that Zacbariob and Elizabeth, being 

old, 
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old, ſhould have a fon ; yet give no way t 
cavilling-unbelicf; but take a view of matt 
in conjunction with the Power of God; 
ſo indeed we are taught in Scripture, as in t 
cale of the Fews, who have lien in. a forlon 
eſtate for ſo many Centuries of years. Hom, 
11. a3. God is able to graf them in agoin.. A 
ſo like wiſe in the caſc of Antichriſt, K. 
Therefore hall ber plagues come in one day, death, 
—— — and. ſhe ſball be . 
terly burnt wi e for: gr 
judgeth her. And ſo in bee Ae 0 
let chat he remembred, Gen. 18. 14. IL in 
any thing t60 bard for tb Loa? 5 
3. Be. cncouraged to go on in ſuch 
God calleth you unto in his Providence. 1 
that hath à God of Power to ſet him u 
work, and pay him wages, may takes 
more encauragement tu follow: his work. 
God be with Moſes, as he promiſcth; ſayi 
Certainly ¶ mill be with tbe, ExOd. 3. 12. 
may take heart not withſtanding all 
the way, Heaven's Warrant will bear Gul 
Moſeſes out, notwithſtanding all the fury. 
the ſons of the earth, and the ſons of. hel 
too: Sce Fab. 1. 6, 7. Fer. 1. 17, 18, 19M 
28. 19, 20. 4d, 18. 9, 10. | 
4. Retolve on the exerciſe of faith mar 
and mote on the Power ot God. Let nets 
glorious-a Jewel lye by, without taking W 
quent views of it by the cye of Faith. Cov 
lider two things: | as 
1. Hereby you glorife God, in giving hs 
a due eſtimate of his Power, A clear and ful 
| excu- 
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lification for this, we have in Abrsbam, 
who being not weak, in faith, confidered not bis 
ann body now dead, when be was about an bux- 
dred years old, neither yet the deadneſs of - 
rab's womb ;, be ſtaggered not at the promiſe of God 
through unbelief : but was firong in faith , gi- 
ving glory to God,, and being fuly perſwaded, 
that what be bad promiſed, be was able alſo to 
perform, Rom. 4. 19, 20, 21. | 
2. Hereby you conſult your own good 
and quiet. Had men more of Faith, they 
would have leſs of diſquiet. Let not your 
brarts be troubled; ye believe in God, believe alf 
in me; was a word ſpoken in ſeaſon by Chriſt 
for the calming of the hearts of his Diſci- 


ples, John 14. 1. 


If it be faid here, I queſtion not the Power of 
God. It may' be replicd, 

1. It is well if you do not ; as good as you 
have had their reflections on the Power of 
God. Moſes queſtions how Six hundred t hau- 
land ſoot · men ſhould be provided for ficſh for 
a Month in the Wilderneſs, Numb. 11. 21,22. 
God tells him, ſaying, Is the Lord's band waxed 
ſhore ? thou ſhalt ſee now m bether my words (hall 
come to paſs unto thee, or #9, v. 23. 

2. Is there not a deceit ot heart here? God's 
Will is pretended, but is not the Power of 
God queſtioned ? A reaſon to evidence this, is 
thus: Becauſe when the diſtreſs is greater, the 
party is the more diſquieted. Dilquiet riſeth 
with the difficulty. The Iſraelites at the Red- 
ſea were made up of unbelief, Exod. 14 11,12. 
They might have conſidered, that the Power 

of 


A. Pzoſpect of 

of God, which had made a paſſage th 
Pharaoh his tony heart for their egreſs from 
gypt, could make a paſſage for them through 
the Red-ſea. Martha is queſtioning the refur 
rection of her brother, though Chriſt had ſid 
the word for the encouragement of faith; 
and what is that which ſtaggereth her faith 
it is becauſe Lazarus had been dead four day 
ſee Fobn 11, 39, 40. 

3. In reference to the Will of God about 
matters, that there ſhall be no defect on God; 
part. What he promiſeth abſolutely, ſhall be 
made good; what conditionally, is made good 
like wiſe; yea, not only when the Conditions 
perſormed on our part, but ſometimes 
failing on our part :. as in Martha her cak; 
Chritt had cold her, If (he believed, tt 
ſhould ſee the glory of God diſplayed , Fa 
11. 40. yet ſhe queſtioneth, as v. 39. and l 
zarw is raiſed, v.44 · True then is that, Heb, 
23. Faithful is be who bath promiſed. x 
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Divine Pꝛobidente. 


OBSERVATION. IX. 


cod neber hath his Vacation - time ; 
though he may ſeem to do little or no- 
thing ſometimes in His adminiſtration 
of matters in the World. 


CHAP. I. 


141 


HAT Providence is not idle, t h it pews 


ſeems to ſit ſtill, will be evidenced, nunquam 


1. From poſitive aſſertions in Scripture. So feriatur. 
Prov. 15. 3. The eyes of the Lord are in every Calv. 


place, bebolding #be evil and the good. Eyes here 
are attributed to God, to note not only his 


knowledg of, or inſpection into the affairs 
of the World; but his wiſe ordering of all 
things, in all places, and at all times: for 
theſe eyes are never ſhut; the Lord is not a 
ſleepy Watchman :- Bebold, be that keepeth Iſ- 
rael, ſhall neither ſlumber nor ſleep , Pſal.121. 4. 
My Father ( faith Chriſt to the Jews, whe 
were ſtumbled at the Miracle wrought on the 
Sabbath-day ) worketh hitherto, and I work, Joh. 


J. 17. The ſenſe is, Though God reſted the 


ſeventh day from his work of Creation; yet 
he. hath not been at reſt ever ſince; and per- 
petually worketh hitherto in his Providence; 
and yet none of you durſt entitle Him a vio- 

| later 
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PFrouidence are of two ſorts: 


hung? There is a manifold working · hand d 


and mercies ſor perſons, There is not 


A. Proſpect of + 
later of your Sabbath; and why then am { 
adjudged a violater for a doing my Father; 
work. This I conceive, with others, to b 
the intendment of that place of Scripture; 
and it plainly giveth to | underſtand , "thy 
God's Providential care in and over the 
World, is permanent, The Lord withdram 
not his manu-tenency 3 He. wpbolds all thing 
the word of bis power, Heb. 1. 3. 

2. From exemplifications in Scripture. Fo 
if we caſt an eye on this or that ſpecial dra 
of Providence, we may trace the foot · ſteeps i 
the Almighty even there, where we cannot ſa 
Him fo viſibly walk for a time, Draught 0 


x. Some reſpeczperſons ſingly, as in 2 
and Job's caſe. 

2. Others reſpect parties collectively, a 
the Body of a people, a Community af4 
people, as the Church of God in * and 
Babylon, and in times of the New-Teltament 
under perſecution. Whoſo ſhall take a right 
view of the caſes of Saints thus inftancedin 
will find the reſult to be commenſurate to tht 
Truth afſcrted. He who diggeth the tous 
dation for an houſe, the deeper he digs; 'the 
lefs viſible he is to thole who caſt an cye 9 
wards the place where the digging · work i 
managed and whilſt this work is on fodk 
Is nothing done, or doing, becauſe the ide 
walls arc not reared, and tile-ſtones are 1 


Providence. God doth ripen perſons for merci 


Divine Nobidente. 
work of the Shoo-maker, whereby a Shoo is 
made af this on that proportion; but there is 
2 work of the Phyſician , whereby the ſwol- 
leny hydropical - foot is reduced to its regular 
ſhape, and is fitted for the ſboo. If God un- 
der ſome: diſpenſations carry on a work upon 
us, thoogh he do not this or that work for 
us, till he fee fit, be is till at work; and the 
work he intends, is in its Second - cauſes; it is 
latent there, and comes forth from between 
the Curtains of antecedent preparations, 
when the Lord's time is come. The Iſraelites 
ne in Egyps's Furnace 5 where they muſt be 
melted; and the hotter the Furnace is, the 
nearer Moſes is with his Pails of water to 
extinguiſh the Egyptian fires, though the 1/- 
reclites know no ſuch matter: ſee Exod, 2.23, 
24. with Exed. 3.v.7, 8, 9, 10. Jeb in like 
fort is put into Heaven's Mortar, where he is 
pounded and beaten, to the end the ſweet 
or ſmell of his graces might come 

forth : and after God hat h taught him many 
2 good leſſon, a proſperous condition is on 
the hand-gallop towards him; it had its foot 
in the ſtirrop ; before 3 he had friends, they 
were not impovyeriſh't as Job was 3 they had 
hands to help, and have hearts to help or (et 
— man in his eſtate, gr the time for 

ing is come; Every man alſo gave him a piece 
of money, and every owe an earing of cold. Job 
4% 11. AN 

And we have not only exemplifications of 
Saints, but likewiſe of Sinners 3 and that 
both ſingly conſidered, as well. as in a Body 


Or 
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or Community. Sinners ripen for 
ments, and Judgments ripen for Am. 
They, by their ſinning, ate digging their 
own graves with their own nails. The 
is a digging for them, though it be ng 

ite finiſht : there is an | anti the pit hk 
Agel for the wicked, Pal. 94. 13. ] What 
Bogg or Quag-mire then do finners dang 
on! the ſurface or top-turf breaks, and 
what becomes of them, with their inſultag. 
ons, projects, deſigns ? Then ſhe that is mix 
enemy ( faith the Church) ſhall ſee it, all 
ſhame ſhall cover her, which ſaid unto me, When 
is the Lord thy God? Mine eyes ſhall behill 
ber : now ſhall ſhe be trodden down as the mired 
#be ſtreets, Mic. 7. 10. N 


CHAP. 1I, 


1. N NOW how to underſtand thoſe pub 
ſages in Scripture, as to the 

forgetting his people, Pſal., 13. 1. Pſal. 77% 
and that in Plal. 44. 23. Awake, why ſed 
then, O Lord? Theſe are not to be under 
ſtood as to an univerſal and abſolute forget 
getting, and ſleep of Providence; for Gol 
hath not his Vacation-time : He till hols 
the reins of Government in his hand, al 
the world over. Neither do they infer u 
abſolute ceſſation of Providence in referens 
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Divine Paobidence, 
to that object - matter which the Lord to 
our apprehenſion ſeems to forget , and lies 
dortmant ſot there is a, . promoting-work 
of; Proeidence , which we ſee not, and ate not 
ſo ſenſchle of for the preſent , as hath been 
ſhewed , and may further be ſhewed in the 
nent Obſervation. Beſides, ſuch. forgetting 
and fleep of Providence, as it is ſuch, be- 
ſpeaks the beauty of Providence in the way of 
bringing things to paſs, It is fo far from 
inſerring an inter-regnam, or letting fall 
the Scepter of Govetament, as that it is 
2, glorious demonſtration that God orders 
matters, and that wiſely , whilſt he ſeems 
to forget, and be as one aſleep. As the 
Night, as night, falls under the Providence 
of God, as well as the Day; for there 
are the Ordinances of Heaven for the 
Night-ſeaſon, Fer. 31. 35. fo the dark 
Night, when as to matters the Lord ſeems 
to ſleep, is reductive to His All-wiſe Mo- 
del oft Government. The Seventy-years + 
Captivity was a long Night of the Church's 
diſtreſs and yet thus it muſt be according 
to Ordinance of Providence, Fer. 29. 10. 

. Let Saints be cncouraged ta work, out 
their. ſalxation with fear: and trembling , Phil. 
2. 13. 1% be always. eboxnding in the work of 
the Lad, 1 Cor. 15. 38. and that, becauſe 
in ſo doing, they in a; ſort reſemble their 
eavenly Father, who hath not his Vaca- 
tion-time, and works one way, though not 
other, in ordering and bringing matters 
about 


1 


A Pꝛolped of  / 
about in the World, A Chriſtian ſhould be 
ſpiritua!ly induſtrious. He ſhould be ſome - 
times in one Duty, ſometimes in: another; 
If it be not a ploughing-ſeaſon for work 
without-doors , yet it may be a threſhing. 
one for work withia-doors. It he cannot 
pray as he would, yet if he fcrouſly » figh 
and groan at a Throne ot Grace, cad 
verſe of Scripture, think on it, talk of 
itz here is work, and good work too and 
— gains this way, will make an hey 
urſe. 


Divine Pꝛobidente. 
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OBSERVATIONX. 


God doth ſome thing, yea much , whilſt 
He ſeems to do little or nothing * and 
doth little or nothing , whilſt men are 
in expeFation of great matters to be 
done. 


= 3} IE . kd. jt amd 


CHAP. I. 


HAT Providence ſpeaks, whilſt it is in a 

ſort ſilent; and works, whilſt the work 
intended is at a ſtand, may be thus eviden- 
ced ; 

1. From the ſecret and inviſible agency of 
Angels, about that work which Providence in 
time brings forth on the ſtage. The living 
Creatures are ſaid to have the hands of men 
under their wings, on their four ſides, Exek, 
1. 8. Hands are the inftruments for action; 
ad theſe are vailed over with wings. Theſe 

ds are at work, though men ſee them 
not, And thus the Angel informs Daniel how 
he had been hard at work in the Court of 
Perfia, though Daniel knew no ſach matter, 
Dan, 10. 12, 13, 

2. From ſome under · ground foundation 
aid of matters. There is a ſeed ſown , but it 
$ yet under the clods. Little doth mortal eye 
L 2 ee 
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ſee how Providence will bring both the Ricks 
ends together, which at preſent lies ſiraighy, 
Who of the Iſraelites thought, that when 
Moſes was born, and preſerved by Pharadh 
Daughter, a reſcue from Egyptian infolency, 
was .remotely born with him, and bred u; 
with him in Pharaob's Court? | 

From Prognoſticks, or rather Fore · im 
ners of a work 3 which as they have a rr 
ence to a work, ſo they haſten it more a 
leſs. Conſider here a work of Provide 
( 1.) As a work of Mercy. (2,) As a work 
Wrath, or Judgment, As a Work of Mer 
and fo conviction of fin, humiliation, ſem 
ſupplication, have their influences. The 
may in ſome reſpe@ be ſaid to be done, 
theſe are doing, The provend'ring of 
Horſe, the trimming and tackling the Sig 
the whetting of the Sythe, do contribute 
the journey, voyage, and mowing of theg 
When the Jews conſider their ways, h 
to the Prophet Haggaz, ſet on Temp 
work, the work of bleſſing of them is 
hand, Flag. 2. 19, From this day. will I hit 
Again, as a work of Juſtice; and fo i 
tions of fin, infolency in men's wi 
courſes, taunting at Zion's Songs, Lethay 
cal ſecurity , horrid blaſphemy , do et k 
ward a work of vindictive Juſtice , wii 
though it ſeem to take a nap, yet # 
awaken to the terror of the ſons of Þ 
See Ezek. 16, 49, 50. Pſal. 75. 4, 5, 6,7" 
P/al. 1 37. 3. with 8, 9. Zech. 1. 11, 15,15 
20% 31, Mic. 7. 10. | 
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In the next place, God doth little or nothing 

bill men are in expeclation of great matters to 

be done: And this holds, 

1. Io regard of the kind of, things. The, Atqz itain 
Fews had a conceit of à Temporal Monargh+ diem ho- 
(hip which the ,b ſhould erect and a aur 
hereupon Feſus the Son of Mary is rejected. — 
A ſpice at leaſt of this Opinion had taken the Chriſtum 
Heads of the Diſciples, «ds 1. 6. they a d ſuum, 
queſtion there, which an anſwer given to Pi. = Term 
late might well reſolve, Fobs 18. 36, The Pa- * s 
pilts have a conceit of Antichriſt to come of yenerit, 
the Tribe of Dan, who ſhall do wonders z and: dum ig- 
ſo overlook Antichriſt to a wonder. It's pity — in 
they are ſo ſharp - ſighted, as not to ſee, wood 2 
far trees, As Fobn told the Levites and Prieſts, furl. 
in reterence to Chriſt , ſaying, There flandeth ventu- 
one among you, whom ye know not, John 1. 26, rum. Tert. 
the ſame may be (aid, but in a contrary ſenſe, — ad- 
to Popitis. The Anabaptifts of Germany , ſaid judæos 
they had converſe with God; and a com- . 
mand from Him, That, all wicked ones be- Sleid. 
ing ſlain, they ſhould conſtitute a new World, com. lib. 
in which only the godly and inuocent ſhould 3P:44- 
live and bear the (way. But what was the 
monſtrous and bloody birth of that Conceit, 
is not unknown to thoſe who know any thing 
in Hiſtory. Men had need then be very cauti - 
ous what foundation they build on for matters 
expectcd ; for they who look for I know not 
what to take place in the World, will ſee it I 
know not when. And this leads to the next 
particular. 

2. In regard of Time: It is ſuppoſed that 
L 3 | the 
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. | ,- und, 2 Ibo. 1, 2, 3. Some have ventel 
1::2 «ith e about the downfall of Antichnl, 
the Cafling of che Fews, &c. but the time 
_ * when it ſhould be, according to thei 
: it 


ben ut) did expeck, as Paul giveth them 9 
| e 


of Working. David is to conquer a Goliab, bit 


A Pyoſpec of 
the thing expected hath ſolid foundation; but 
yer'ptrſons are out in the timing of the thing 
Maſes is to deliver God's Iſrael out of Egypt, bi 
it is not then when jn the vigour of his age he 


— flew the Egyptian, Acts 7. 24, 25, 30. Chil 


is tp come to judgment; but not when the 
Theſſa lomunt (through an erronedus conceit ti 


1 8 hath bern a contutation ſuffic 
Keaſon there is therefore to beware if 
Pretorian aſſertions in this kind, leſt 'other- 
wiſe Religion be damnitied, aud expoſed t 
detiſion. — | 
3. In regard of the manner or way d 
God's doing what is to be done, andii 
his time for doing. It becomerh nor pe 
ſons to confine the Lord to this or that wiy 


it 8 not by fighting in Saul's Armour, but 
with his Sting, and ftones taken out of the 
Brook, 1 Sam.” 7. Naawan is to be cleanſe, 
ut not in Naaman's fancicd way, 2 Kings 5.11; 
God doth great things for kis dittrefſcd ones 
ſothetimes. he, takes one wey, ſometims 
another, There is more than one Stu 
caſte to the Chamber where he feaſts bi 
friends. His. infinite Phwer and Wiſdos 
brings about matters beyond the ſhallow # 
rehenſions of men. Hear what he ſaich; 
bil bring tbe blind by a way they heren 1 
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aud not forſake them, IIa. 42+ 16. 


Didine Pzobidence, 


will lead them is paths that they have not known; 


wil wake, deri light before them, and crook- 
things ffraight © theſe things will I do unto them, 


x 
— — — — 
— — — 
— — 


— — — — 


CHAP, II. 


6 A 
. L K OM. God's doing ſomething, whilſt 
he doth nothing + Learn, 

1. To do ſomething, by doing. nothing 
againlt Cod. Let not the ſilence of Preu- 
dence he an occaſion of crying-fins, That 
ſervant, who ſaid in his heart, My Lord de- 


layetb bit coming 4 and began to beat the Man- 


ſervants and Maidcus, and to cat, and to 
drink, and to be drunken; was cut in ſun- 
der, Lake 12. 45, 46. And, 

2. As to do nothing againſt God; ſo to 


do ſomething poſitively tor God, to His 


glory, and in obedience to Him. It bebho- 
veth perſons under ſuch a poſition of Si- 
lent Providence, to conſider of their fans, to 
be humbled for them, turn from them, and 
ſo ſweetly to wait the iflues of Providence, 
Our Gad ſhall come, and ſhall not keep ſilence, 
faith the \Pfelmilt, Plal, 50.3, and what im- 
provement is made of that aſſertive Do- 
rine, you may ſee, (1.) By way of terror 
to thoſe who abuſe the filence of Providence, 
in 2, 21. Theſe things baft thow done, &c. and 
in v. 23. Now conſider this, ye tbat forget * 
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Caſtles in the air, not in the Heavens; and 


A Pꝛalped ok 
bs I tear you in pieces, and there be none 
deliver, (à.) By way of implicit Exhorty. 
tion and Conſolation, to fuch who k 
cloſe to God, in the way of holy walki 
with Him, and before Him, v. 23. Wheſo of 
feretb praiſe, gloriſieth me: and to him that w. 
dereth bis converſation aright, will I ſhew th 
ſalvation of God, 

2, From God's doing nothing, whilſt mea 
ate in expectation of great matters to be 
done : Learn, 0 

1. What reaſon there is for men to 
to the ground of their Expectations. To 
expect other - what, other-when, and othts 
wiſe than the Lord hath purpoſed, or mad: 
ſome diſcovery of fuch a purpoſe, is to bull 


what hath not its foundation in Heaven, s 
the Lord is the Founder of it, will ot 
have its ſuperſtruction on Earth. For ever, 0 
Lord, thy word is ſeated in heaven, Plal. 119.9 
Who is be that ſaith, and it cometh 10 pat 
when the Lord commandeth it not, Lament. 


37. 

2. In the ſecond place, Learn from hene 
to view the folly of wicked men's purpoſe, 
preſumptions, deſigns, in their proſecution 
and perſecution of the Saints of God, 0 
how often are they diſappointed! * The 
greedy Dogs often catch not the morſe; 
and yhen they do, they vomit it up again, 
They pay deer for their luſt here, or heres 
gfter ja Hell. They have their gnaſhing a 

keel 
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teeth in regard of diſappointments , before 
they gnaſh them in the other World. Hered, 
to pleaſe the ems, will murder Peter; the 
Lamb is taken, but not to be ſlain till af- 
ter the Paſsovet; and not then: for now I 
know ( ſaith Peter) of a ſurety , that the Lord 
bath ſent bis Angel, and bath delivered me on» 
of the band of Herod ,- and from all the expefia- 
tion of the people of the Fewr, Acts 12. 12. 


It is reported, how Julian the Emperor 2854. lib. 
intending, the Perſians being conquered, to 3. c. 23. 


fall in on Chriſtians with his Army at his 
return ; and that one Libaniws the Sophiſter, 
ſpake to a Chriſtian-School-maſter of An- 
weh, ſaying, What is the Son of the Car- 
ſeuter now 4 doing? To whom reply was 
made, how the great Carpenter of the 
World was making a Coffin. And not long 
after, the ſlain body of Julian was brought 
to Antioch. A good leſſon for the Libani- 
aſſes and Fulians of the World to ponder 
on! 
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OBSERVATION XI. 


There \ic an admirable adaptation 
connexion f things | with thingy, 
whereby this or that ir Midwifed # 
\Bjrthed'' inte the world. Or, Provii 
dene bath its chu, the ſeveril 

Finks whereof” are ſet together by n 


Over-ruling Hand, 


CHAP. I; 
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6 Ups E truth of this may be evidenced 


N vers ways. | 
— na 1. This is emblematically deſcribed ia 
firatur word. We have a malt exquiſite picture 
harum this, in Ezck, 1. the Wheels there are — 
conditio, to have a near neighbourhood, v. 16. a wheel 
2 in the middle of a wheel, to note their in- 
dicuntur Plication or connexion 3 and the living crer 
fuilſe , id tures are coupled with the wheels in regard 
eſt, non of influences: for when the living creaturs 
— c* went, the wheels went by them; and when 

Xzrentes 13 \ 
fed etiam the living creatures were lift up from the 
adunatæ Earth, the wheels were lifted up, v. 19. 
Provi- 
dentia De! : adeo ut quemadmodum ex cauſa uni inferiore pt 
creantur effecta plurima ; fic contra, ad efe&um unum cauſe pla · 
timæ pertineant plurimum. Funius, 


2. Gol 


Didine P-ovidence. 55 


2. God doth expreſly own ſuch an adapta- —— 
tion or connexion of things with things. .So etiam, 
in Hoſ. 2. 21, 22. Aud it ſhall come 10 paſs in that Creaturas 
day, I will bear, ſaith the Led; I will bear the omnes 
beavens, and they ſhall bear the earth , and the dle con- 


earth ſhall bear the corn, and the wine, and the —— 8 
oyl, and they ſpall bear Fexreel. ” ordine 
eolloca- 


tas, ita ut una ab alters pendeat, & ex earum connexi one, con · 
ſtituatur ſua vis illa & concinna mundi harmonia ; frumentum ut 
naſcatur, opus habet terra, terra pluril z pluvia eſt à cœlo, & 
omnia ſunt à Deo, qui ſolus independens, retum omnium con- 
centum efficit & moderatur. Riveta in locum. 


3. There are clear exempliſications of this 
adaptation or conntxion, (1.) Io Naturals ; fo 
in the place mentioned, Hof, 2. 21,22, ſo Pſ. 
104. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. (2.) In Civils: Ma- 
giftrates arc to rule, and people to be ruled, 
Rom. 13. 1. And here it is not ſo, there is an 
adaptation of: things in way of puniſhment, 
Judg. 17.6. (3+) In Sacreds.; There is a cats 
ttitated order in the Church, 1 Cor, 12. 18, 
Heb. x3. 17. And not only is there an adapta- 


tion this way, but likewiſe in regard of the 


means of Grace, and Grace by the mcans. A 
connexion there is, but yet» anhitraty, accor- 
ding to the good pleaſure of God, when, and 
to whom Grace is conveyed by the Means. 
The Apolile Hau aſſerts a connexion, when 
| he thus itateth the matter, ſaying, So then 
faith cometh by bearing, and bearing by the 
word of God, Rom. 10. 17. 
4. This adaptation or connexion may be 
more particularly evidenced, it we calt an eye, 
I. On 
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1, On Organs or Inſtruments. 
2. Occaſions or Inducements. 
3. Means. x 
4- Opportunities for the management of 
matters. 


1. There is an adaptation in regard of In- 
firuments miniſterial. In the ſhop of Proj 
dence there are tools of all forts and ſizes. if 
the Lord will puniſh the Nations, he can find an 
Hammer to knock them down, Thow art 

battel-ax and weapons of ware , for with thu 
will I break, in pieces the nations, &c. Jer, 5 1.20 
Oe, If the day of viſitation be come for an 
Abab's Family, and Baal's worſhippers: there i 
a Feb, a rough Captain- General, who drives 
furiouſly, 2 Kings 9. 20. If God will vouch 
ſafe good days to a people, he can raiſe up Po- 
litical Shepherds, fuch as David, of whomit 
is ſaid, be fed them according $0 the integrity of 
bis heart, and guided them by the skyifulneſs if 
bis bands, Pſal. 78. 72. Ang as there is an 
daptation in regard of Political Inftruments, 
ſo like wiſe in regard of Eccleſiaſtical. There 
is a zealous Elijab in times ot apoſtacy and 
declining from God's Worſhip z and a Fob 
the Baprift, of whom the Angel faith, He foal 
go before him (i. e. Chriſt ) in the ſpirit and 
power of Elias, to turn the heart of the fathen 
to the children, and the diſobedient to the wiſdom 
F the juſt, to make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord, Luke 1, 17. There is an admirable adap- 
tation, in the Church's having not only Ek- 
jabs, John Baptiſts, but like wiſe _ 
Wnole 
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whoſe endowments are uſeful to confute Ad - 
verſaries, as Apollos, Air 15. 28. and to com- 
fort diſtreſſed, and build up ſouls in practical 
way of converſe with God. See Fob. 33. 23. 
2 Cor, I. 4. 

2. There is an adaptation, or ſuiting of things 
in regard of occafions, or kind of in-lets into 
this or that. Both the ſon's and father's diſcon- 
tents, are inducements to Jacob to mind a re- 
moval from Laban,Gen.31.1,2. A report ſounds 
in Pharaob's ears, that Iſracl fled; probably he 
conceived the Iſraelites to flye like Hares, ſuch 
who might eaſily be hunted back again to E- 
gypt 3 and fo is himſelf thruſt on to his own 
ruin, Exod, 14. 5. David his good ſervice done 
for Iſrael, hath an influence on the Elders of 
Iſrael, te bring them to Hebron: Alſo, ſay they, 
in time paſt, when Saul was King over us, thou waſt 
be that leddeft out and broughteſt in Iſrael, 


2 Sam. 5. 


3. There is an adaptation or connexion of 
Means in order to this or that which comes 
to paſs. And that as the Means are proper or 
ſuitable in order to the End intended, as No- 
ab's Ark is proper to prevent drowning by the 
Flood, Gen. 6. 14. or as the Means are not fo 
proper in order to the End intended by the 
Agent, though proper and effectual to bring 
about what the Lord rightcouſly had deter- 
mined, The Wiſdom of God is ſeen in the fol- 
lies of men. Reboboam, in following the coun- 
ſel of young raw-headed Courticis, inſtead 
of clucking theChickens under the Royal wing, 
pecks them from him. Sce 1 King. 12. 14, 1 5- 
„ Tiers 
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4 There is an adaptation, in regard of 
poxtunitics far matters. Abrabam falls in 
portunely on Chedorlaomer, Gen, 14. 15. Sau 
looks after the Scer 3 the Maidens ſaid, Bebold, 
be is before you, make baſte now, &c. 1 Sam 9.11, 
Dauid chargeth upon the Amalekites, when hebali 
they were Freed upon all the carth, eating, and 
drinking, and dancing, becauſe of all the great ſpoil 
that they bad taken out of the land of the Phi. 
lifines, and out of the land of Fudab, 1 Sam. 30 
16, There was a wonderful concourſe of cit- 
cumſtances in the ſlaying of Ibbofpetb, the 
Cur-throats took the ſcaton for their deſiga; 
it is ſaid, they went, and came about the beat of the 
Occiditur day to the bonſe of Iſhboſheth, who lay on 4 be 
bes- at noon : and they came thither into the midi of 
—* - the bouſe, 4 . they would haue fetched 
- :dq; wheat ; and they ſmote bim under tbe fifth ni, 
volunta- 2 Sam. 4. 5, 6. 
te Dei: 
ita enim ſolet malos punire per malos. Non quod Deus ſugge- 
rat hominibus peccata, fed quod illis cum fui ſponte erumpant 
abutatur. Pet. Adart. in locum. Ad- hac. Cogitare debemus, 
quoties Deus vult aliquid fieri, omnes occaſiones ſtatim e jus vo- 
luntati inſervire. Adſunt in tempore frumentarii, omnius 
animi erant in eo ſolo negotio occupati, rex deſeritur ſolus in 
cubiculo. Ibidem. 
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CHAP. u. 


I. TAKE notice of an Argument to prove 


., Providence, ſre m the adaptation or con- 
nexion of things. The admirable adaption of 
matters, may ſilence Atheiſtical cavils. It is 
ſaid of Calin, That upon the view of the 
wonderful adaptation and connexion of the 
parts in a Body deleted, he was much affect 
ed; yea, pers a Tract in commendation of 
the Author of Nature. What then may be 
obſerved in the little World MAN, as he is 


159 


texmed by ſome; may as well be obſerved in Item, f 


the great World, to the praiſe of God, who þ 


ulla 
rovi- 


wilely orders all in all. The Pſalmift takes no- dentia Git, 
tice of the wonderful diſpoſition ot things, Pſal. quomodo 
4 be begins and concludes with an O Lord, our ànimali- 


Lord 1 bow excellent is thy Name in al the earth ! 


2. Learn what to judg of Contingen- 
cies, or of this or that which happeneth in 
a bulineſs. Thele are links in the Chain of Pro- 
vidence, They are Scouts of Heaven's Army, 
though we are apt to look on them as ſirag- 
lers. In the Hiſtory of Foſepb, it may be obſer- 
ved, how the brethren took occaſion from the 
dreams to maligu him; they had him now off 
from his Fathcr's Houſe , and Foſepb is a confi- 
ned man in the Pit, his Prilon; and whilſt 

there, 


um cor- 
pora tam 
rovi- 
dent ex ordinata ſunt, ut ſingula quæqʒ membra mirabili ratione 
diſpoſita ſua officia conſervent? Lad. Inftit. lib, 3. c. 17. 


A Profpect of 
the Midianites paſs by, and they Merchanty, 
who did not it ſeems. pe the bargain, 
but gave Twenty pieces of filver for him, 
Here is an adaptation of Agents, Occaſi 
Means, Opportunity, and all concurr to b 
about what the Lord had wiſely and righte- 
ouſly determined. The Dreams were now of 
Horfc-back in order to fulfilling, when Joſgh 
is poſted away to Egypt. All theſe Contingen- 
cies, like the ſheats in the Dream, do obeys 
ſance to Providence. | 

3. Reſolve, by way of Moral praQiſe, a 
an adaptation or connexion of your duty, a 
cording to Scripture, with the good End pro- 
pounded. It you would go to Heaven, tum 
not your backs upon the path which lea 
thither, Holineſs is the road-way to Happ 
neſs ; without it, no man ſhall ſee tbe Lord, Heb 
13. 14. He that believetb, ſhall be ſaved, Mar: 16 
16. The man will be found @ foolifh build- 
er, who builds on the ſand, not on a rock; 
fo teacheth our Saviour, Mat. 7. 24, 2, 
27. Moreover, in reference to Civil Affairs, 
connexion is there to be obſerved ; —4 
boneſt Calling is to be followed honeſtly. A ma 
muſt keep bis ſhop, if he would bave bis ſhop ke 
bim. The Drunkard and tbe Glutton ſhall comet 
poverty 3 and drowfinefs ſhall clothe a man with 
rags, Prov. 23 21. 

4. Meditate on the rich diſplay of the Di- 
vine Attributes in the adaptation or con- 
nexion of things, Here is' a large field for 
an Ifaac's walk. Iſaac; who went out intothe 
held to meditate , might fee, and did — 

ä cal 
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hear a ſtory of a wonderful adaptation of mat- 
ters in the Marriage-journcy, ſee Gen. 24. The 
adaptations or connexions ot things here to be 
meditated on, are not only perſonal, which re- 
fer to the Lord's ordering our particular con- 
ceruments, how he provides, protects, directs, 
ſupports, and the like; but alſo publick. There 
are National adaptations or connexiuns of 
things, in which God's glory doth ſhine forth. 
Thele the godly heretotore have noted, as in 
Neb. 9. there is a large Catalogue there of ſuch 
adaptations and connexions. The Book of 
Eber preſents us with a notable draught of 
ſuch connexions; What a wonderful over- 
raling Providence was there in the marriage of 
the King with one of his honeſt Subjects? in 
the treachery of Bignatba and Tereſh, intended 
apainſt the King? Mordecat's diſcovery of the 


Hot ? the King's not ſleeping, &c.? God kept 


Court at the Court; his Providence was waking 
whilſt the King cannot ſleep: the Lord reads 
his Church a Lecture of Providence, whilſt the 
King hath the Book of Records of the Chro- 
nicles read before him; and knows how and 
when to make uſe of the Hamant at Princes 
Courts, to promote godly Mordeca?”s, for the 
good and welfare of his Church or Pcople, 
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OBSERVATION XII. 


There is a liberty of God to ſalue up ſome 
other way what is wanting in regard 
of a viſible and proportionable aday- 
tation and connexion of things: n, 
There is an Extraordinary Walk i 
Providence in the World, as well as at 
Ordinary one. 


CHARP.L 


HE Lord keeps not always withia the 
J palcs of an ordinary and viſible diſpens 
ſation of things; ſuch a Walk is too narrow 
for an Intinite Soveraign and All- wiſe Go 
Look we abroad into the world, and we cats 
not well over-look à diſplay of Providence 
this wiſe; and that in regard of 


I. Inſtruments. 

2, Occaſions. 

3. Means. 

4. Opportunities, in point of bringing 
about things. 


Firſt, As for Inſtruments, the Lord is ut 
contincd to theſe; If Thie vcs do not break i 
on Nabal, and ſo become Inſtruments of & 

viue 
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vine wrathz the Lord (mites him that he 
dies, 1 Sam.25.38, And if unlikely Agents for 
this or that work, be brought forth on the 
ſtage 3 yet nothing hinders, as God is plealcd to 
concurr, but the effect is proportionable to a 
likely and promiſing cauſe of ſuch an effect. 
This may be ſeen in Spirituals and Politicals, 
God ( faith the Apoſtle ) hath choſen 1be fooliſh 
things of the world to confound the wiſe, 1 Cor. 
1. 27. Alittle Maid is an Hand-maid indeed, 
whereby a Naaman may come to the knowledy 
of the true God, 2 King. 5. 2, 3. It is written 
of Mr. Peacock, how that under his agonies of 
conſcience, when ſome Miniſters asked him, 
Whether they ſhould pray for him; He re- 
plied, By no means; do not ſo diſponour God, as to 
pray for ſuch a reprebate as Tam, But his young 
Pupil ſtanding by, ſaid (with tears in his cycs); 
Certainly a reprobate could never be ſo tender of 
Gods diſhonour. Which he well weighing, was 
thereby comtorted and reſtored, when neither 
he with his Learning, nor any other ſons ot 
the Prophets, could prove (ons of conſolation 
to him. Again in Politicals: The Sacred Hi- 
ltory informs of the noble acts of Solomon, 
though young and tender, 1 Chron. 29.1. with 
1 Kings 3. 28. And of Joſiah, who was but 
eight years old when he began to reign, 1 King. 
22. 1. Each of their green years were well 
made up by the Ancient of days, as the Lord is 
termed, Dan. 7. 9. The Fathers of Trent gave Hiſtory of 
thanks to God when Henry the eighth was theCoun- 
dead; ſaying, That it was a miracle that he ©"! * 
had left a Son behind him of but Nine years f. 230. 
M 2 old, 
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old, that he migut not be able to tread in the 


Father's ſteps. Thus theſe good Fathers, for 


their gravity, if not {ome ot them tor their 
levity, according to the probable iſſue of then 
Doctrine in forbidding Marriage, did ſaou 
ſhoot their bolt; they might have held theit 
pop a while, aud ſo have learnt this leſſon 
trucr than their Canons, That Edward the 
Child is more than a Child, when Provide 
by him ſhail confront the Man of Sin. 

Secondly, Occaſions tor matters have not 
{>metimes that influence by way of birthing. 
t.xth what in likelihood night be. The E. 
-pramites quarrel with Gideon for not call 
them forth when hc tought with the Mid 
rites :\ their ſharp chiding ( recorded Judph 
I, 2. ) did not end in a bloody battel, asitdid 
at another time, when the like contending ha 
its cloſure in the death of Forty and two thaw 
ſand of the ſwaggering Epbramites : Sce Jud, 
12, 1, 6. 

Thirdly, The Means for help are ſometime 
invilible, unlikely, and caſual, Te ſhall mi 
( faith Eliſhz to the diitteſſed Kings for lack 
of water) ſce wind, neither ſhall ye ſee rain, j 
that valley ſhall be filed with water, that ye my 
drink, both ye, and your cattel, aud your lei, 
2 Kings 3.17. Or it the Means do appear, ye 
they promiſe nothing to ſenſe and reaſon, 4 
net Abana and Pharpbar, rivers of Damaſaw, 
better than all the waters of Iſracl , ſaith Nas 
mu ? may I not waſh in them, and be clean 
2 King. 5. 12. yet Fordans waters cleanle the 


Leper. God works by what means he 25 
(th, 
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ſeth. Parties ſee a Fordin before them, and 
ſometimes ſee neither wind, nor rain, and yet 
have water, a help, a (opply : As that Woman 
reported of in the lat; Iriſh Rebellion, who 
being driven into the Mountains, her Milk was 
gone, and her Child like to periſh; and then is 
found a Suck-bottle full of Milk, by the good 
Providence of God: Which teacheth us, by 
ſuch Experiments, not to confine Gad to 
wind, or rain, or to warm breaft-milk, God 
can provide for his Children without theſe; 
And tittle helps, through gracious Providence, 
become great ones. 

Fourthly, Opportunities for action take not, 
accordingly as God in his Providence doth in- 
hibit. David in the night enters Saul's Camp, 
finds Saul aſleep ; he flays him not, but brings 
away the Spear and the Cruſe of water, as te- 
ſtimonies ot his loyalty, 1 Sam. 27. 1. Iſhbo- 
freth's fleep coſt him his head, as was betore 
exemplified, There are like opportunities for 
action, and yet not like conſequent actions. 
That of Chriſt is pertinent, Mat. 26.55. In 
that ſame hour ſaid Feſws to the multitudes, 
Are ye come out as again a thief, with ſwords 
aud flaves, for to take me? I ſate daily with you, 
teaching in the Temple, and ye laid us hold ox 
me. 
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CHAP. II. 


L 1. DEWARE of lighting ordinary & 
m— LJ ſpcnſations of Providence, There is1 
7-15, ut fooliſh gaping after extraordinary ones, Gal 
no quo. may juſtly ſuffer ſuch to ſtarve, who liſt not u 
tid:2n2, feed on the ordinary bread of Providence, bu 
oye wa arc for the fine Manchet of Miraculous Dl 
tione dies plays. The chief Prieſts, Scribes, and Elden, 
na funt, laid, He ſaved others, himſelf be cannot ſave; 
tranſeints be be tbe King of Iſracl, let bim nom come 
noe from the croſs, and we will believe him, Mat. ; 
rum quze- 47 Here is a flying to an extraordinary In 
due fe- vidence, or elſe no Faith, no Chriſt, and no He 
rum, fi ven. Beware then of this Jewiſp leaven; highly 
— 3 value what food God ſerves in on the ordinuy 
— Board- cloath of Providence, as well as whati 
ctaculum laid forth oa a rich Diaper- one. 


dulce fiat. 5 

Hie itaq: cœtus aſtrorum. quibus immenſi corporis pulchritu 
diſtinguitur, populum non convocat; at cum aliquid exe 
mutatum et, omnium vultus in cœlo eſt. Sol ſpectatotem ni 
cum deficit, non habet; nemo obſetvat Lunam niſi laborar 
deneta in lib.) queſt. natur. 


2. There is little ground for the enemies 
the Church to be confident, and wickedly;& 
cure in their ways and deſigns againſt 1 
Church. What though there be not four Gu 

enters for the four Horns which have ſcatſe 
cd Julib, Iſrael, and Fernſalem ,. to alluds 
that in Zich. 1. 18, 20. yet God knows how! 
fray and to caſt them out by the Carpenter 


Dibine Pzobidence, 
Boy, A Fact with an Hammer and a Nail, ſhall 
falten Lord-general Siſera ſo to the ground, as 
that at ber feet be bowed, he full, be lay d wn at her 
feet, be howed, be fell: where he bowed , there be 
fel down dead, Judg. 5. 26, 27. 

3, Bear up againſt unbelict, or diſtruſt of God 
under great diſtreſſes. Say not, O my caſe,and 
the Church's caſe, is (ad indeed; behold, the 
ground is not a leight mold, but thick, heavy, 
ſtubborn clay, and withal very dry 3. how ſhall 
it be broken up ? Where are the Oxen ſtrong 
for the labour? Say not fo, in way of unbelict, 
The great God can moiſten the earth, provide 


the Oxen, do all in a moment. Remember that 


great man, in whom unbeliet was regent, 
2 Kings 7. He talks of Windows in Heaven, 
and yet the Shop windows on earth were o- 
pen the next day, according to the Prophet's 
words, v. 16, the great man {aw the Market, 
but it was no fair one to him, tor he was trod- 
den to death, . 20. Remember his example, 
not by way ot imitation, but caution. 

4. Treaſure up more than ordinary diſpen- 
ſat ions of Providence, in which thou haſt had 
a (hare. Hath thy Barrel of Meal waſted not, 
nor thy Cruſe ot Oyl fail'd not? according to 
that, t Kings 17. 16. O forget not that hand of 
Providence, which by that time that thou hadſt 
taken out one handful, and ſpent it, did caſt in 
another handful! - Hach God at any time 


check't 2 Leban, calm'd an Eſau, ctuſh't an 


Herod intending miſchief? O let fuch diſplays 
be written on the heart with a Pen of Iron, 
and point of a Diamond ! 
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OBSERVATION XIII. 


As there is a general Order or Connexion 
of things 3 ſo there's a more ſpecjal or 
ſrgnal Method of Providence in and 
about ſome Matters. 


CHAP, I. 


HIS ſpecial Method may be conſidered, 
; 1, In regard of God's afflicting men fo 
fin. Men have their Method in ſinning, God 
hath his in puniſhing, The bluſhing ſinner at 
firſt, after hath a brow of braſs. Tne walking 
in the counſel of the ungodly, makes way for 
ftanding i in the way of ſiuners, and ſo for fitting 
in the ſcat of the ſcornful, Plal. 1. 1. Sin is pro: 
greflive ; fre(h-men, or Novices in the Devil 
School, quickly aſpire after the Doctor's Chair, 
And as the finner hath thus his walk of vanity; 
{o the Lord dath ordinarily warn before he 
uriges. There is a ficing of the Beacons, be- 


tore the Hoit or Arty of Judgments is land 


td. Set Gen, 6. 3. Luke 13. 34. 
2. In 1cgard ot cxalting parties; and 0 


there is an humbling and abaſing work upon: 


theirhearts, which is preambulatory, or goes 
before: As pride goetb before diſtruclion, add 

bayghty ſpiris before a fall, Prov. 16. 18. ſo the 
Heer of ibe Lord nne of miſo and 


er. 


ccc 


IR SS =» ©&s 


„ 


Divine P2ovidence, 

before honour is bumility, Prov. 15, 33, Humble 
your. ſelves in the fight of the Lord, and be ſhall 
lift you up, James 4.10, The humbling-diſpen- 


fations which did betide Joſeph, David, with 


others, did lead the dance to exalting- ones. 

3. In regard of converſion from a ſtate of 
nature to a ſtate of grace; and fo there is 
conviction-work, which, like the needle, en- 
tersthe cloath. Men leap not out of the warm 
bed of their Laſts, into the lap of Evangeli- 
cal Comforts. The Iſraelites were ſtung with 
fiery Serpents, erc there was a looking to the 
brazcn Serpent, Numb. 21.8. They who are not 
ſenſible of the bitings of fin, will not regard 
« Saviour. The pricking at the heart awakens 
men to conſideration- work, Ad, 3. 37. 

4. Iu regard of ſome more than ordinary 
ſervice, unto which God calleth perſons, he- 
ther for Church or State. God is pleaſed to 
vouchſafe more than ordinary encouragement, 
when he calleth perſons to more than ordinary 
employment. God was at the coſt and charges 
of Miracle after Miracle, when he ſends Moſes 
to bring his people out of Egypt, Exod. 4. Foſhnz 
is told by God, As I was with Moſes , ſo l will be 
with thee z I will not fail thee, nor forſakę thee, 
Joch. 1.5. 1faiab had an hard Chapter to read 
unto a ſlubbora people; he was ſenſible of his 
own pollution; difficulties there were not 
meerly in fancy's brow the Lord helpeth and 


 eneourageth him, 1ſa.6,5, to the end. Pani 


had en hard task, but the Lord (weetens all, 


dee A g. 15, 16. A0, 26. 15, 16, 17, 18 


5. In reg ud of ſome afflictions with which, 
ö by 
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by way of trial, God may exerciſe ſome; and 
ſo there's a previous or preparatory work ef 
Providence. God is beſore · haud with ſome Cor- 
dial againſt ſome fainting- fit. He ſtrengthem 
the back before he lays on the burden. Chri 
is transfigured.on the high Mountain before 
Peter, Famer, and Fobn, Mat.17. initio, and thi 
to corroborate them, when he ſhall ſhorth 
be crucified and transfixed with a Spear on 
Mount Calvary: they needed this diſplay d 
Providence, as bladders, to bear up, when they 
were like to be plunged even to a queltjoning 
whether Chriſt were the Meſſiab, tor ſo we rad 
Lie 24. 21. but we truſted that it bad been be 
which ſhould: have redeemed Iſrael. In 2 Cor. ia. 
4. mention is made how Paul was caught up 
into Paradiſe 3 aud in v. 7. there is a relation 
of one, no good one, who did catch at Pals 
Comforts, * Twas well tor Paul that he ws 
feaſted in the Lord's Dining-room, before he 
was had down into Satan's Dungeon of Temp- 
tations : Had not the Coat of Mail been fir 
put him on him, the thorn in the fleſh would 
have pierced and ſotely grieved him, To con- 
clude this, the Chriſtian's Sun doth ſhine very 
gloriouſly before ſome notable Eclipſe at hand. 
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CHAP: II. 


1. CE E from hence it is that ſome judie- 
ous Chriſtians do give a-notable gueß 
the iſſucs of matters. They live nigh ( in * 


LIE 
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ol communion) to the great Landlord of the. 


World, and ſo know tome of his ordinary 
walks hither and thither: one while he uſeth 
to walk up the hill, another while down into 
the valley 3 this they know and take notice of, 
Beſides, the great God is pleaſed ſometimes to 
tell them whither he is a going, Gen. 18.17 And 
tbe Lord ſaid , ſhall I bide from Abrabam that 
thing which I do? And Amos 3.7. Surely the 
Lord will do nothing, but be revealeth bis ſecret 
unto bis ſervants tbe Prophets. It is (aid of Lx- 
tber, That he had a foreſight of the Calamitics 
to come on Germany. The Reverend Uſher fore- 
told the time of the late Tragedy in Ireland, 
The Sermons of ſome pious Miniſters have been 
better underſtood. by their Hearers ſome years 
aſter. They who ſeemed to talk in the Clouds, 
have been acknowledged to ſpeak from Hca- 
ven, as to what hath fallen out on Earth. 

2. Beware of croſſing and thwarting with 
ſuch ſpecial Methods ot Providence; and that 
theſe ways: 

1. In not heeding warnings, which is the 
too common fin of men, who are as the deaf 
Adder, as the 2ſalmiſt de ſcribet h, Eſal. 58.4. 
2. Ia not being abaſed under humbling. di- 
ſpenlations. Some arc humble d, but not hum- 
ble. Pharaoh had a proud heart not withſtand- 
ing all the Plagues, Too much of Pharaoh- 
like heart is to be found where the Rod of 
God hath lighted, For the iniquity of his cove- 
tauſueſe was I wrotb, and ſmate him; I bid me, 
and mas wroth, and be went on frowardly in the 
way of bis beart, Ila, 57. 17. 
Iz 36 3. In 
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3: In not improving Convictions. Some 
break Priſon from them; they, with Cain, 
build Cities; or, with Saul, are for Muſick; 
few, with Paul, arc wreſtling at 4 Throne of 
Grace under them, Ars 9. 11. Bebold by 
prayeth; 

4. In a backwardneſs to fet upon ſuch parti. 
cular work as God calleth unto. Moſes had eu- 
couragement'toa miracle; yet he draws back, 
pleads his inſufficiency 3 yea, when that is a» 
ſwered by God, he hath nothing elſe to (ay, 
and that indeed was too unmannerly to be 
ſaid, Send, Ipray thee, by the band of him when 
#hou wilt ſend, Exod. 4. 10, 11, 12, 13. 

5. In not heeding and improving ſome fore- 
going Providence in order to a grapple with 
ſome future difficulty. It is ſaid of the Diſc 
ples, They cried out, and were fore amazed in them- 
ſelves beyond meaſure, and wondred, Mir. 6.49.51, 
What was the ground of their diſquiet, Fear? 
'Was there no Antidote to have checkt their 
trouble? Lea, there waszfor Chriſt had done that 
before at land, which might have quieted them 
at ſcaz the Miracle of the Loaves might have 
ted their faith, which would not then have been 
ſo fea-fick; this ſeems to be intimated in v. 5 
For they cwſidered not of the loaves, for their heart 
wan bardyed 

We ſee then, that there is fault in croſling 
with the Methods of Providence; and it hath 
been ſhewed particularly, how perſons do thus 
croſs. What remains, but to be on our watch? 
end that the rather, conſidering theſe to 
things: 1 
1. Satan 
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1. Satan hath his Methods, which are wil 


ones; for ſo the Apoſtle Paul aſſerteth, Eph, 6, 


11, Satan's dcfign is to pervert and lubvert. 
He will be buſie to make a man unprofitable 
under the Methods of the Lord He labours 
to make men flight warnings, ſtorm under at- 
fictions, ſtifle convictions, to be backward to 
any good work God calleth them unto; and 
to be forgetful of ſpecial Providences, which 
may have their future reference for {upport 
under Difhculties, 

2, It's man's wiſdom to comply with the 
Methods of the Lord. Ephraim is called an 
wmwiſe ſon; and why? for be ſhould not flay long 
in the place of breaking forth of children, Hol. 
13. tz. To be ſtupid and blockiſh under the 
Lord's Diſpenſations; not to eye God in them, 
and to have a recourſe to Him, and to improve 
them for good, is to be the wnwiſe ſox with 
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OBSERVATION- XIV. 


| Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, is the Fat ber 
Vicegerent, Plenipotentiary, or Suprean 
Moderator of things in the World. 


CHAP. I, 


V HAT foundation this hath in the 
V Word, may appear divers ways: 

1. There are types of this, before Chriſt a 
ſumed the human nature. This xs be tbat wan 
tbe Church in the wilderneſs with the angel, wi 
ſpake to him in the Mount Sinai, and with our fs 
thers wbo received the lively oracles to give unto 
to whom our fathers would not obey, but thr 
bim from them ſo Stephen, Acts 7. 38, 39. To 
this, add that in Dax. 10, 16. Zech. 1. 12. And 
as there are ſacred Draughts or Pictures df 
this, ſo Predictions of it, Deut. 17. 15. with 4 
7. 37. A Propbet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe i 
unt o you of your brethren, like unto me, him ſhalye 
hear, Plal. 110, 1. with Mat, 22, 44. The Lord 
ſaid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, umi 
I make" thine exemies thy foot-ſtovl, Daniel had 4 
predictory Viſion : I ſaw (faith he) in the night 
viſions , and behold, one like the Son of Man cam 
with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancien 
of days, and they brought bim near before him, 4 

i 
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there wis given him dominion, and glory, and a 

am, bet al people, nation, and languager, 

ial ſerve bim: bis dominion is an everlaſting do- 

auxion, which ſhall not paſs away z and bis kgng- 
tom that which ſhall. not be deſtroyed, Dan, 7. 
13, 14. 


2, There ſeems to be a notable præludium 


or preface to this, in Chriſt's ſitting in the 


midſt of the Doctors, both hearing them, and 
asking them queſtions 3 and in his reply to Ma- 
ry. Wiſt ye not that I muſt be about my fatber*s 
buſmeſs, Luke 2,46, 49, And before this, in the 
Wiſc-men*s coming from the Eaſt, enquiring 
after him who was born King of the Jews, and 
doing their homage to him, as Mat. 2. 1,2,11, 

3. The ſolemn voice from Heaven, when 
Chriſt inaugurated or centred on his publick 
Miniſterial work, doth witneſs to this, Mat. 3. 
17, Aud ls a voice from beaven, ſaying , This is 
wy beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, And 
ſo in Luke 9 35. There came 4 voice out of the 
cloud, ſaying, This is my beloved Son, bear bim. 

4 There are plain and poſitive Aſſcrtions 
on this wiſe; Mat. 28.18. Al power is given unto 


» jy 
— 
- 
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bath pat all things under bis feet, and gave him to 
be bead over all things to the Church, Mat. 13.44. 
The Son of man ſhall ſend forth bis angels, John 
5-27. And bath given him authority to execute 
judgment alſo, becanſe be is the Son of man, Com- 
pare this with v. 22. For the Father judgeth no 
man, but bath committed all judgment to the Sou. 
This is ((aith Muſculus) as if ſo be we ſhould 
ak of the Sun; the Sun burns not any one, 

0 but 


ASL 


2 
— 


J 


me both in heaven aud in earth, Epheſ. 1. 22. And 


175 


A Prolpect of 

but bath 1 all butning to his beams. 

kind of fpeech doth not exclude che Sun byy 

2 virtue or efficacy to burn ot il lumjnates 

aſcribes-the work of. buxuing and enlighty 

to his beams, in and by which the Sau; d- 

burn and enlighten; tor what heat and. {pl 

dor the beams have, they baveiit from the.Su 

After this ſort the Father is (aid ty judg wy 

but to have committed all j ut to wei 7 

nous he judgeth all thin gs in the Son. {yi 
wi 


CHAP, l 


K E what gre chore 5 for hououj | 
W 


even as they honour ps 

noureth nor he Son, 

which bath ſent him; John 5. 23. with TR 

nour Chriſt chen in his Natuzes, in his Of 

as King, Prieſt, and Prophets in his Ordini 1 

ces, in his Galpel:day tor — bag 

nilters and People, Honour Hun borh:ix | 

ment and practice, with due, reſpect 996 

Him according to the tore- memioned Wan. b 
a, What a' bold Adventure; ig it. kokth 

ſons of men, to affront Chriſt, or age ag 

Him! This is an Evil cautioned agaulty © 

the attempts of men, as they, will be Hu 

fo no leis dangerous to thęmſclycs, it ys 

fil not. What do tinners but take TOE 

of pains to get at one of vali bigust 
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hill; and when it is nigh up, back it returns, 
and cruſheth themſelves. The Pſalmiſt is per- 
tinent to this purpoſe, Pſal, 2, there is a Why 
d the beatben rage, and the people imagine 4 
vein thing? v. 1. The interrogation hath its 
dehortative conliderationsz No reaſon fo to 
do, And as it is horrid fin, fo no leſs folly. in 
regard of the iſſue: The Lord laughs at ſuch 
fooliſh Children's play, v. 4, Chriſt is on the 
holy. hill ot Zion, v. 6, there is no beating him 
off that hill; Thon ſhalt break, them with a rod 
of iron; and daſh them in pieces like a potter's 
veſſel, v. 9. 
3. Here is gtound for ſupport and conſo- 
lation in the Wilderneſs of this World. Chriſt 
teigneth, is good news to Zion's friends, Thete 
are four props for ſinking · ſpirĩts under black 
clouds: (1. ) Jeſus Chriſt hath his glorious Ti- 
tles, which are not empty ones, His Name ſhall 
be ealled, Nonderful, Counſellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, Ifa. 
9; 6. He is the Prince of the kings of tbe earth, 
Rev, 1. 5. (2.) The Holy Spirit, as an Omni- 
potent Agent, ſweetly concentets in, or joins 
iſſue with Chriſt in;the ordering and manage- 
ment of matters: ſee Zech. 4. 7. Fobn 14. 26: 
and 16. 7,8, (3.) All the promiſes of God are yea 
and amen in Chriſt, i Cor./t.20. There is a pro- 
miſed preſence of Chriſt with his people, Mat. 
18.20. Rev. i. i 3, 20. (4.)Not withſtanding all the 
luries of men and devils, the {ad face of things, 
Chriſt will — diſcharge the Supream 
Office of governing the World, and bring all to 
an iſſue every way glorious : (ec 1 Cor. 15. 24. 
Rev, 19. 11, 12, Oc. N OBSER- 


A Pzoſpect ot 


OBSERVATION. XV. 

110 

The Angels are capaciow Wheels, which 
move in the great Clock, of the World 
or, There is a ſubordinate | Ageney of 
Angels, in bringing about Matterify 
the World. « 


is) 


HAT the Angels have their induc 
ces, appears, N aum 
1. From Titles, Appellations, Deſcripti 
given to and of them. Theſe ate they 
the Lord hath ſent to walk to and fro tha 
the earth, Zech. 1. 10. Are they not all mini 
Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter for tbem bo ſha 
heirs of ſalvation, Heb, 1.14? The Devil lis 
wiſe, with his Attendants, are ſet forth as 
fie Peripateticks, walkers to and fra the ea 
Fob t. 7. 1 Pet. 5. 8. ; ll 
2, From the Effects, or work done by then 
There is a tranſcendency of operation td 
noted. The Bed of ordinary Second. Goth 
is ſhorter. than that. this ar that Effect, g 
ſtcetch it ſelf on it. The Egyprians, are wi 
neſſes tor this; for the Lord cat uon the 
fierceneſs of bis anger, wrath, and indignation 
trouble, by ſending evil augels among, them, E 
: 79.4 


e. 
78.49. An Angel of the Lord in a night ſmote 
in the Camp of the Aſſrians, an Hundred 
fourſcoxe and five thouſand, 2 Kings 19 35. 

3. From Exemplitications, and that in mat - 
ters of publick conce rument, and alſo perſonal. 
What an influence good Angels have on the 
publike Affairs of the world, may be proved 
from Exel, 1, Dau. 4. 23. and 10. 13. Mat. 
1.10. And that evil Angels have their influ- 
ences, yet not abſolute arbitrary ones, may be 
0 collected from 1 Kings 22. where the Prince 
of darkneſs is a lying ſpirit in the mouth of the 
falſe prophets, and ſo the warr there goes on. 
The Agency of Angels is extenſive to perſons 

y conſidered. Jacob ſees Angels aſcending 
dd deſcending his Ladder, Gen. 28.12, Theſe 
winged Courſers attend the meaneſt Saint. The 
el of the Lord encamprib round about them that 
bim, aud deliveretb them, Pal. 34. 7. and 
well ſor Saints it is ſo: for the evil Angels 
ire for playing ſmall games, as well as great- 

ones. We read of two men poſſeſſed of De- 
vils, .d 28. The woman of Canzon cries 
ot; Heye mercy on me, O Lord, thou ſon of Da- 
bie my dauphter is grievonſly vexed with a devil, 
Mat. 15. 22. 

4 From the particular work ſpecified, about 
which Angels are verſant. Intimations there 
ue in Script ure, both as to good and bad An- 
gels: they have each their ſhops, where they 
wy de found hard at work in this world, 

Firth, The good Ar gels may be confider'd with 
teſpeck to good and bad ones in the world. 
Their works to do the Lord's work, and that 
N 2 as 
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as it reſpecteth the Lord's people, 
ways. „ 
1. Gocd Angels promote Goſpel- Wotk 
order to perſons being brought to the 
of grace, or the means of grace tv 
Cornelius was willed by an Angel 'to ſend 
Peter, Acts 10. 3, 5. A Viſion appeared 'ty 
in the night; There flood 4 man of Mate 
and prayed him, ſaying,” Come ver ind 5 
nin, and help w, Acts 16. 9. The Angels k 
the ſtate of the Count rey, and hive'th 
influence on the Goſpel-Sceds- men, 
caſting of the Secd in this or that phat 
ground, Yea, ; SLED 1 
2, The good Angels become truly A 
cal Doctors, in diſcoverihg or intimatin 
will of God about © mitters, and com 
the troubled” ſpitits öf his fervants. Tuff 
there are to this pirpoſe, 2 Kinge 1.317 
7. 16. Rev. 17.7. Mal. 1. 20. Als 27,253, 
3. Good Angels are Saints Guatdia 8 


fenders under God. Lo had experience of 
Gen. ig, 11, 16. My God (ich Paniet ) 
ſept big Angel, and bath font 1 515 


that they bave not Duft me, DA 22 


preſervation, as the Lord pfeaſcth, s b pai 
| Next," 
91, 11,12, This Satan knew, and therefore 


the Angels commiſſion : as it ig 4 


ged it, though in majme d 
end, Mat. 4. 6. e $8465 Fei 
4 Good Angels are encburagets Add Hef 
ers om of God's Saints in that work ufſto with 
God calleth them: So in Eliſbs his ciſe, in, 


79. 56,7, So Paul, encouraged to ippeis 


enſe, and tc n 
94 20 1111 | 
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fore Ceſar, 27. 24- afbrahem tells his 
per © ing, 8. r ſha end bis angel before 


e 14.9 
e Ang els ma ſometimes be em- 


1 y 
yd | i&in s profeſſed people; 
. ate taken up 
in. 30d, cutting: work. When thou- 
| (he, Peſtilence, an Angel of the 
is, ſees with a drawn ſword, 1. Chrox. 21, 


8 threatens Za aria, 1 55 
wg e Luke 1. 20, It's 
(mite him with dum neſs, as 


Fl the Sodemites with blindneſs. 
TY Whatever other work the good An- 
s do, they are not wanring at death, and 


ex death, Lazarw dies, and is carried by 
A 4 0 into bi 22, Aud 
10 
We 


5 


18 be not. We about the 


ITY 35 every is not to 
4A 0 read of about 
Log 25 9, At the teſurre- 
A r 2131, 
An th 8 "Fort tt Male of good 
$ reſpects bad or wicked ones in the 
; and that, 
bs, By way * inhibition, check, or reproof, 


. Geet the Lord aid ' unto Balaam, 
2 a thou Meri thine aſſe theſe three 


iner New 22, 33. 

N wn. compaſſion, or doing (ome 
che 0 allet There is a voice of di- 
web 2 IP as well as the voice of grace, 
as] N 3 which 


| A e * 

which, comes up belo re the Lord. Iſrael hl 

a ſhare in Angelical kindochs, when like 

riſh for want of water, Gen, 21. 1 0 
19; 20, 

3. By way of ſmart and poniſhmeyt f 
dctanits. They are execcutiqnets pf dig 
Wrath. The Sodomiter were ſuſfften "A 
blindneſs 3 Syrians deſtroyed by an E f 
the Lord: And though human creatures 

be inftcuments to bura the Whore of Bah 
25 1 yet that may include the arg 
$f 3: they _ prepare the tewtl, and! 
he hellows: tor (Even Angels 88 to'pt 
out the vials, of the wrath of 
exrth, Rev; 16, * Res 5 
| ol the e 

5 . 


fare dark't 

lers of rhe dark 

pos ok . 0 

ccs both as to 

world, (ogy touc 0 lo þ 

the accommadation.or. improv 

whole that hath, Hen (aid. | 
Fit, The Devil. hath his ane F 

pom ones, and that divers wa Wi. 

„la tempting then to. in. He bac b 
With Epb. 6. 11. a ſabours not only fo an 
— birds, but old ones to6 with hy „ 

ty and lime: -£ WIgSs David was an Were 


ee. yet Satan ſtood, up ugajalt Iſrat "y 
provoked David to uumber Iſrael, 1Chron;2t 
the ſad ſuccels of that tetüptation, 
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have there recorded in the after-verſcs. 
2. In difquicting them one way or other, 
he hath not matter of juſt charge to 
draw up up againſt them, The Devil is the 
ble-houſe of the Chriſtian's quiet. He is 
the accuſer of the brethren, Rev, 12. 10. both 
he, and thoſe who are acted by him, are falſe 
' witneſſes riſen up, and lay things to a Saint's 
Face Fer he knew not, Pſal. 35. rr, Go we 
to that good Apoltle Pax}, and he will tell us, 
00 be quiet for a buffeting devil, 2 Cor. 
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hs 1 In impeding and hindring them in ſome 
particular good work intended by them. The 
Devil throws blocks in their way. He hath 
is, turn-pikes and barricado's to obſtruct the 
We in his courſe, Wherefore we would have 
ene ante J (even 1 Faul) once and again, 
n 4 ws, 1 Theſ. 2. 18. 
4. In afflicting of them in their out ward 
man, body, relations, cftate : when God ſces 
t to chaſtiſe, and exerciſe his people on this 
wilc, A cleat and full exemplification for this, 
we have in the firſt and ſecond chapters of 
"Job, God is wiſe in ſuch diſpenſations. He 
\ knows how to make a bright Saint, by the De. 
_ viFsdusky Cinders; and to fetch out a ſpot of 
.aSaigt's Gatment, by Hetl*s Black-Soap, 
a8 (+, . Secondly, Satan hath his defign on wicked 
dos, or luch who are deſtitute of a principle 
Ja „ 01. Glace within ; and that, | 
„ 1, In Naving them off from what is good. 
| He works with 1 and main, that they 
ma not come to the knowledg of God, as God 
* N 4 ought 
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ought to be known. Bu if :owr Goſpet be bi 
iz bid to them that are loft,” in mom the god of, 
world bath blinded tbe minds of tbem which i 
lieve not, left tbe light of tbe gloriaw Gael i 
Chriſt, who is the image of God, ſhould ſbixe: um 
them, 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4. The Devil bolds up hi 
monttrous and uglifying-glaſlcs before the ſu 
ner's face; he fills theit heads with prejudi. 
ces againſt the good ways of God, his Meſſet. 
gers, People, who ſhall be look't on as trog- 
blers of a Nation, City, Pariſh, Family, 
are only the wakeners/ thereof, 1 King } 
17, 18. ö f ? vn. TS 26 Jon 
. In poſting them on in hat is evi 
will have them be poſitive as well. as negatii 
ſinne rs; not only not to ack fox God bur 
gainft him ; thqugh in not ting far God) 
there is zn ating again. him, but not ſack 
an aggravated acting. The ;Maiſtets; of tht 
Pytboneſs- Dam(c} become Beaſecutars ab he 
and Sila, Add. 16. 36, 39, &c. Jud 
the betraycr of. his. Lordjand: Mater, J, 
27. Satan enied inte. him aud-many: Gu, 
acc of, this world hecome Satans Hang 
He hath his influences on; them; ſor he del 
not ip mens ſhape,,cali.. Gods Ses vanes ii 
priſon, and yet. is ſaid to doit, Kea 2,404) 
3. In beipg ready and forward endugh 1 
haiten the deſituctien of them, rbeizs; what 
they haue. The: Devil, is ſor making me 
more twofold Children of Hell , and car 
not how ſoon he can ſccure moſt of his Agents 
in the priſon. of Hell. Satan; hath his and 
if he can double mens guilts, under the 9 
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be dehghte bteth in miſchief, and needs not 2 
wocive to perſe ade an Abab to go:up and 
di Lab Cel: fee 1 Kinge 23, 20, 
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i CH AP. II. 
Wen 12189 
heh aſter an intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt. 
L For, (I.) Hereby the evil Angels need 
not be dreaded. Chriſt, the victorious one, 
breaks the bow and ſpear of Hell. Satan had 
experience of the Power and Valour of the 
Citi an's Generaliſßmo, in that Wilderneſs- 
Cunflict, Mas. 4. The Devil with all his For- 
ces, ſhatl not trrad down! the weakeſt Soldier 
is Chrift's' Army, to the nethermoſt Hell. I 
giodurtro them ( faith Chriſt) eternal life, and 
n neither ſhall any man pluck 
them ont of my band; Joh. 10. 28. (2) As the 
2 not be dreaded as enemies; 
me good Angels, the gliſtering Courtiers of 
— gods l 39 bends, It is ſaid 
ole Jacob, He went en bis way, andube Angels of 
Grd mes him, Gen!'32:1, The good Angels will 
de {ound goed and fait fiful friends to thoſe 
who are good v they were Jabs Guard; and 
the' way to have a Facob's Guard, is to have a 
CO. 141311 it oF 
125 Believe more, and live more, the Ortho- 
dow Doctripe of the agency of Angels. It may 
Put molt to the bluſh, that they live as if ſo 
* be 
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Ane 
be there were venher good nor bad 
The practiſe of moſt, holds title <orreſpey 
dence with their belief. It xonoerns then p 
ſors to mind their duty, and chat in 
both of and bad Angels; ot 
1, In One of — Angels: avis 
(2, ) bless God for the Miaiſtry of good At 
gels. If cheep, oxen, with other cteatur 
dained for the uſeiof man, de oblige man 
way of thankfulneſs to God; why not 
good Angels, who are miniſtring Ipirits, 
forth to miaiſber for them who (hill be 
af alvation?; Heb. 1. 14. It well becogs 
men to praiſe God for angels, though we 
not to pray W tangels , for, as gaod as; 
are, they Me t ſuch a ſervice, Judg. 
Kev. 19. 1 0 Tyaas the evil angel wha, 
be a wor ſhipſul Devil, Mn. 4. 9. N iy 
*  ofy "413 Þ7 4 „n F i 2 
If it be land hr re, There is nt ſuub an apes 
ance of good anαν, , and aberefers; 
there an agency. 1of good, u gfẽẽẽ e; - 44 
Tr TI. 52107 „ reite Aro 13 2 1 1 
4A. 1. Itexe/ is no seaſon do be ſiumblei n 
the diſſt rent: diſpen ſation of things me 


nom, Jeſus Chtitt, the Prince of angels, “ 
come, hes $4342. We havethe Scriptures, 
Canooof them; enlarged, 2. Tin. g. 16, £7. 
a Maſtri ſet down his-wil for the management 
of duch os iſunb a Farm, iwhat..it ha do. 
ever and anon ſend me ſſengers for Ggnifin 
this or Hat about the Farm. The Church s 
not now in Ns nonrage, and ſo ſtands ua 5 
in nerd of yatible- helps, 48 .pillar. fake 
5 


Dibine Mobidente. 

md vf fire, as' of old, Ed. 3. at. Heb. 1a. 18. 
The Lotd will teach now to exereiſt faith 
e: It is not for a Chriſtian 20 believe wo 
thaw bt cy ſee. This was the fault of 
. 55 beende was check'r, Jobs 20. 25 

4 222 ber, the not viſible appear · 
oe ef god to 4 non- agency of 
bock engels, i is bl for by the ame reaſon 
tht evil angels ano agents unleſs they Wave 
(Wifible ſhape! 1 do not think that Fob ſuw 
Devil, pcs et he folt him to his ſot ro th 
k& 6fferings; angels are at their work, 
neicher goed nor bad men ſee them. 

4 ned bo Round to believe that the a- 
neglected e Charch's affairs, becauſe he 
hem * and 3 days ſpo- 

nen of Dan. 10,29, x | 2 

A It is not deni 1 if theec were not 
ical dilplay more that-ordinary. ic 

io tue, tht good angels bring no new doctriac; 
for: chat were to incurt the Apottolical Carſe, 
Gol. f. 8. Howbeic this inferreth not, but the 
Lord thay ar tins; after a move chan ordinary 
"wiy,by them Help the underttandiag in the 
Ade perception of ſome Scripture, direct a. 
8 of dangers at hand, and 
breltve othets under ſinking<difiteſſes. Zuin- 
N paſſage bf Scripture in @ Viſion ſug- 
ﬀed'to him, Which did cleurup the man- 
ef rhit phiraſe , Thws is my body; and that 
"tx very ſciſontble nick of time. Scultetus rc- 
eee + ſtoty 'of Grynem, which happened ac 
„er, There comes one of-ſuch 9 pre- 
ence, 


7 


ere 


— 


rere 


4 P 
ſence, and beauty, Pier pI fog 
Aguity z he. 2 to Mandan 
aSketh for Gauen, who was they den gud 
— ſiga ines, how n * 
Grynew,. into. w wo 

— ys good 7 wig man fall 3. 

ts. nens by an returns, w 
Aber Wig forthwith be gone from bop 
Heidelberge ; and Ei long: after nes. 
departure, an atm pany. comes f 
pechend Grawews. Tae tells bow at Ei 


towards a Well, and meet 
) who ask'e,; Whether 5 
mething to est at the. Fountain? 
Why not F fo. all things are poſſihle to 
and caſe. to be done „ he thataſed the 


women with two children . He 
want andi need in time dt wy hog 


mult itude of the Iſracbie forty. years | 
Manna, he can preicrye: mg and, mine 
drinking watet, The. Abel ute Go, b 
and thou (halt, tod three, buſhels ok 
And fo it was. And thus in anſwet to 
Objection from the non · appearance 91 
angels, as Ane to the nn agency bd 
els. „ Aas ne 
1 2. There 1500 cal 8 delpondcnig 
bout the. n pes ſonaſ and i 
- WItetrs-, 1. . friends, 
want nent nor £40 pramate 
way, make 72 the beſt. What though 
arc letts in the way? they, know, bow tog 
move blocks, or place the wedg, ſo, a5 that 
blocks (ball be ſhattered to pieces. 4 


ce, 

wre the by rare will not 
e Unto ib lan 

Falch en in v. 7. He ef nb puke 

e The poi atrons, Mark 16. 1. 

themſclots, Who fat roll away 

155 . 5 ihe fe ulcer , v. 3. 

found done, v. 4, and how and 

| e by 28. 3. doth fully mention. 

J. Exerciſe more of faith and hope in God 

— dangers, Here is uo reaſon why the 

ian hould be hopeleſs and heartleſs in 

che lack of viſible 2 The ſervant of the 

n ö God, "when the Holt cbmpaſſed the 

Is, with Horſes and Chatiors, faid unto 


Alas my * & ! what ſhall we do ! But 
t faich the Mifter ? He anſwered, Fear not; 
they that be with un ure more than they that be 
—_— "md Flips prayed, and Faid, Lord, I 
"thee open bir tyei, that be may ſee. And the 
ted the ey 4 the young man, and be 
ſan” and" be Ne Full of borſes 
oh, a of fire round abont Eliſha , 2 Kings 
6,17. 
emen we but ſelves after a reverend 
net in folkemn"approaches to God in dn- 


ties. Suffer not thy es to cauſe thy fleſh to ſin: 
we fore the an 75 7 Was an 

= hae "5; hy 11 Chrift, The Avngetot che 

Covenant, be there meant; yet the angels are 
Sopet. viſors Spectators, Witneſſes, of perſons 
Aportment. And hence the Apoſtle deborteth 
women from immn6deft and uncomiely beha- 
vicurfactording! as the throwing afide of the 
val thay there tmport ) becauſe of 'the * 
I Cor. 11.10. 5, Imi- 


Eee 
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5. Imitste the good angels in « 
ile. They dif 442 8 tek — 


nor the meaneſt — * * 


Saint. They go on many an e 
who are below them. Chriſt treateth 
mility, Mat. 18. he called there a little 
unto him, and ſet him in the midſt of th, 
and preſſet h the Diſciples to be as little 
dren, and withall, in v. 10. he ſpeaksof 


| angels 3 they (as the ſpeech doth com 


hend lictle Children as to the — 
their angels, that is, to take care of a 
The angels watch the Cradles, though thy 


rock them not; and preſerve little = 


from and in many dangers, ere they c 

riper years: this office the angels inde 

diſcharge towards them, whoſe Life- 

they are; and that we ep a proud g 

ing, N grudging pride to be ſo Dan 
oyed 


In the next place, in reference to et 
gels. 

1. Admire the Lords ree-gract ; in 
brought out of a ſtate of ſpiritual | 
to them. This le ſſon is preſſed by che 4 
file on the Epheſiaut, who in time paſt 
ed according to the courſe of the world;' 
cording to the Prince of the power ' 0 th 
air, the Spirit that now worketh in the 
dren of diſobedience, Epb, 2. 1, 2,3, Kc. W 
1 Fob, 3. 1. 

2. Be watchful againſt evil angels. * 
not near their banks, leſt they get you i 
theis boat; and ferry you over the other 6& 


' 


ce. 

of fis and danger- The Devil is vigilant to 
prey on fouls, and therefore the Chriſtian 
ould be watchſal, 1 Pes. 5. 8. — 
Dread that God who can let looſe Sa- 
tap in aoment. The Lord hath both good 
and bad angels at his beck ; they quickly 
fiep. forth to execution-works ſee Pal. 35. 

& 2111if's 217 1 73 
, Be thankwl, in that evil angels arc 
teſtrained from doing miſchiet. That God 
ties up the dogs of hell is no ſmall mercy: 
they being let Jooſe: might be biting ones. 
4, In regard of ſoul-dilquiets, 2 Cor. 12. 7. 
„. In zegesd of. bodily diſeaſes.” A daugh- 
tex. of Abraham, we read of, whom Satan bad 
bound: (lo!) cighteen years, Lab, 13. 16. 
lud: Id regard of relations, -whom Satan 
might: male, by caſting, into the ſue and 
waters as Merk g. 28. or uttetly defiroy, as 
Jb. 1. 12. & 18. 19. 
14. In regard ot eſtate. Job felt the claw 
of Satan in thoſe plundering Caldeaut and Ga- 
772 and the — —— & up —— 

1.14, 15,1 » 17. ens Swines A 
mails. a god maxkes, when the Devils become — — 
theis, divers : and though the owners of the pro vo- 
Sw ine had à loſe, yet had they improved the luntate 
Lords taking off the bridle of reſtraint, they — 4 
n been Bainers, (ce, Mat. 8. 2 tali fa- 
5 - * 53 o inno- 
teſcat, quomodo in homines ſeviung ,  quomodo quzrunt 
Norte; 2 qui ſie gorcop ut perderent, quæſierunt. 
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OBSERVATION XVI. 


Not only Angels , but likewiſe other Cres 
tures are at the beck, or control 
Divine Providence. 


CHAP. I. 


ate at the check of the Almighty, haf 
been collaterally at leaſt evidenced inthe 
fore-going Obſervation. What hath been fa 
of their miniſtry is to be underſtood in wi 
of ſubſerviency to the Lord: The evil At 
gels, though they act evilly, yet act not 
ſolutely without the permiflion of the Holy 
One, The Lord hath them in the chein & 
Providence, and though they are at time 
priſoners at large, yet priſoners ſtill, (ec 1 King, 
22.22, Fob 1. 12. & 2.6. Mat. 8. 32. Luk 1 
31, 32. 2 Cor. 12,7. Rev. 2. 10. And as ff 
the good Angels, they are the winged cou. 
ſers of heaven, ready to do the will of thei 
Lord, Ezek, 1. 6, 11, 14. Dan. 10. 11, Ink 
19. They have a connatural principle with 
in, confirmed by grace, which renders rheil 
obſequious to Gods command; and hen 
we are to propound them as patterfs vt 


ready compliance with the will of God, 1 
. 


== AT the Angels both good and bl 


Dibine Pꝛobidente. 
that paſſage, Thy will be done on earth, as it is 
v besen, doth imply, Mat. G. 10. There is no 
WH accd then in further dilating on this. Now, 


that other Creatures are at the powertul beck 
ind cont tall of God, is to be {poken to; And 
this appears divers ways. 
From the. appellation attributed to God 
(Sep ture: He is Biled: Lord of. Hoſts, and 
ice ſome hundreds of times, as ſome obſerve. 
The often repetition of this Title, may im- 
t the tranſcendent verity,and the aulctulneſs 
this Meditation, namely, That all the Crea; 
tures are under His command, to be. lorded 
by Him when and how he pleaſeth. 
n ftom the conſideration ot the Creatures 
9 What ate the Creatures in _ 
nd Opetations, bur : reſults, ebbing 
hd fowings of his Divine Will : for be 755 
a was dane; he cmanded, and it flood faſt, 


«>, > 


of what ehe Lord faith. Twas but a 
nord aud a world; of old, The ſamie powerful 
2 of the Almighty is heard ſtill in the 
om awexemplary induction: for con» 
ſider the Creatures as thus diſtmguiſnt. 
.2810S0mg ate without ſenſe; and yet theſe 
haue the ſenſe to obey the Lord: for be ſaith 
to. 1hpiſnow; Be then on the earth ; likewiſe to the 
. and' to the great rain of bis firength, 
245 5. 6. Mine hand alſo bath laid the frendation 
earth, and my right band bath (panne the 
(rok wer 1 call wito them, they land up to- 
geber, If. 48. 13. _—_ 35.7. Pſal. 147, 45. 
Ma4,8 2. Oth. c 
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Baal 39%. The words of men arc wind in cam 
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2: Other creatures of corporcal exifte 

which have ſenſc, arc at the beck of God: and 
theſe may be diſtinguiſht (1) into ſuch which 
have ſenſe only, without the addition of ar 
tional principle, being {wayed by natural in 
ſtinct. (2.) Into ſuch, which together with 
ſenſe, have reaſon or underſtanding as mar 
hath, Now not only the creatures ot the for 

mer rank or order, whether they be flying 
fowls after their kind, or tuhes moving indi 
waters after cheir kjnd 3 or beaſts, cattc),cree- 
ing things, atter theirs ce pective kinds but ili 
Man, as the top and flower of the Creation 
within the verge of Divine "Providence, The 
Pſalmift doth not only obſerve the Provides 
God with reſpect to Angels, Pſal. 104. 4. bu 
likewiſe with reipect to crearures without 
ſenſe, v. 10, 14, 16, 19. and the creatures v 
have ſenſe only, as the fowls of heaven, 6. 
17. fiſhes or watcr-creatures, v. 25, 26, 
beaſts of the field, v. 11, 14, 18, 21. yea, ! 
that noble piece of the Creation, and 
to which the creatures (in regard of theis 
vices) as lines are directed to; is theret 
notice of, u. 14, . And thus, according 
the Pſalmiſt here, the creatures are not withs 
theis bridles, and theſe bridſes are in the 
of Divine Providexce. 
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IT, 


CHAP; 


T EARN from hence, what a God the 

Lord is. He is ſuch an One, whoſe 
Dominion. is cxtenſive all the World over. 
The greateſt in the World are at his check 
or cont roll. With him is ftrength and wiſdom; 
the deceived and deceiver are bis : be leadetb 
Counſelors away ſpoiled, and makgth tbe Fudges 
foolt. He looſeth the bond of kings, and girdetb 
their loins with a girdle. He leadetb princes away 
ſpoiled, aud overthroweth the mighty, He remo+ 
und away the ſpeech of the trully, and taketb 
away the , nnderfianding of the aged. He pouretb 
contempt upon princes, and weakneth the ſtreugib 
high of the mighty, Fob 12. 16, Ce. 

2. Sce the vanity of Idolaters. Are there 
oy among the vanities of the Gentiles, that can 
tauſe rain? Or can the beavens give ſhowers ? 
Art not thow be, O Lord our God? therefore 
| we will wait upon thee : for thou baſt made all 
F 5 
tbeſe tbings, Jer, 14. 22. See 1 Cor. 8. ver. 

| 4, 5, 6. 

5 3. Obſcrve an Argument ſor the proof 
| of Chriſt's Deity; He lords it over the Crea- 
| tures; they give homage to Him. The 
winds and ſea obey him, Mat. 8. 26,27. The 
hg-tree withereth at the blaſt of his lips, 

Mat, 21, 19, 20, The owner of the Colt 
ſtraightway ſends him, if Chriſt hath a 
purpole to uſe him, Mat, 11. 3, 5,6. Jeſus 
Chiiſt is the ſpiritual Joſeph, to whole * 
O 2 all 


AE 
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A Pzoſpect of -- 
all the ſheafs of the world bow or do obey. 
ſance: See Phil. 2. 10. 

4. Take uotice whence it is that the worm 
Jacob is not cruſht to pic ces by the wild beaſ 
of the world. The Lord is he who cutbs Jul 
refixains as he pleaſeth, The Pſalmiſt — 
ſaying, When they were bat few men in numby, 
yea, very fem, aud firangers in it (the Land of C- 
naan); when they went from one nation to andthe, 
from one kingdom to another, he ſuffered no man 5 
do them wrong; yea, be reproved Kings for theh 
Jakes, ſaying, Touch not mine anointed, and dy wy 
Prophets no barm, Pfal. 105. 12, Oc, 

5. Deſpond not in ſpirit as touching the 
converſion of the vileſt and moſt "wretched 
ones, whether they are Relations or othen 
God can, and in his due time will, make then 
throw down their weapons, if they do belong 
to the election of grace. Barren ſinnets may 
become fruitful Saints, The Lord can tun 
Lions into Lambs. Matthew the Publican be. 
comes an Apoſtle of Chriſt, Luke 5. 27,28. 
Brutiſh Corinthians are waſhed, ſancliſied, ju 
ed, in the Name of the Lord Feſuus, and by th 
Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11 

6. Be the more encouraged to mind ſuch 
work as God calleth unto, and that notwith 
ſtanding wants and exigencies which preſent 
themfelves. The Lord hath ways enough to 
help and provide meat for labourers in his vi- 
yard. He can prevent wants, ſupply themylat» 
ctiſie them. When I ſent you (faith Chriſt to his 
Diſciples) without purſe, and ſerip, and ſhut, 
Licked ye any tbing ? and they ſaid, Nothing, Lul. 
22, 35. 7. Wiut 
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Divine Pꝛobidente. 

7. What ground is there for ſinners to con- 
fider of their ways, and to turn unto the Lord 
with all their heart? How quickly can the Lord 
of Hoſts draw forth a file of dextrous Marks- 
men, who ſhall gall them with a flight of Ar- 
rows! In Deut. 28. there is an Armory of Di- 


_ vineVengeances, All theſe curſes ( it is aid v. 15.) 


ſhall come #904 thee, and overtakg thee. And it the 
fiager thinks he*! flye ftom the curſe, and get 
into the City, and ſo be (ate there; or into the 
Countrey, and have all well there; all this will 
not ſecure : for, curſed ſhalt thou bein the city, 
and curſed ſhalt thou bc in the field, v. 16. God 
who is cvery where, can find out finners any 
where, 

_ Liftly, What foundation is there fos ſup- 
port and canſolation to all pious ones, who keep 
cloſe to God in ways of Faith, Love, and Obe- 
dience ? They have the Father Almighty Maker 
of heaven and earth, for their Father. Some xec- 
kon themfelves happy to have the countenance 
of great ones, who often prove like ob's Brook, 
that paſſeth away, Fob 6,15. They are the hap- 
py ones, who have the benign aſpect of the 
great God ; and therefore godly ones have 
ground to bear up cheerfully, having an inte- 
reſt in a Kingly Friend, or Friendly King. Let 
Iſrzel rejoice in him that made him. Let the children 
of Zion be joyful in their King, Plal. 149. 2. 
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OBSERVATION, XVIL 


one and the ſame Creature may prove « 
cCordial or 4 Correſve, 4 Friend » 
Foe, as God in his Providence or 


dereth. ; 
CHAP. I. 


EFORE hath been ſhewed how the 

Creatures are at the beck of God; Here is 
a turther illuſtration of that in the general,but 
a more particular diſcovery how one and the 
ſame Creature is, after a different ſort, at the 
beck of Providence, The truth of this Obſetii 
tion appears, 

1. From aſſertions in Scripture, So Fob x1, 
Alſo by watering be wearietb the thick, cloud, be 
ſcattereth bis bright cloud, and it is turned about h 
his counſels, that they may do whatſoever be em 
mandeth them upon the face of the world, in the 
earth. He cauſeth it to come, whether for cor- 
te ction, or a rod, or for his land, or for mercy, 
2. 11, 12, 13. And as this holds in things natu- 
ral, ſo alſo in moral agents: fo Prov. 16.7 bes 
a man ways pleaſe the Lord, he makgthb bis enenuet 
#0 be at peace with him. An Enemy (as the Lord 
when and where he pleaſeth to exert his will) 
begames à Friend, and a Friend an Enemy. 


ö . 2. From 


Dibine P2obdenits. 
2. From Exemplitications. So the ſame wa- 
ters which were Iſrael's Fort teſs, are a Sepul- 
cher or Grave for the Egyptians, PlaL 135. 13, 
14,15. Fhe Egyptians deal with the Iſraelites 
as their going out of Egypt, rather as with ſons 
and daughters, than as {laves 3 they give them 
their portions, The Lord gave the people favour in 
the fight of the Egypiians, ſo that they lent unto 
them ſuch things as they required, Exod. 12. 32. 
I is faid of Nebuchadnezzer , They ſpall drive 
thee from men, Dan, 4. 32. Who were thoſe 
Drivers, but thoſe that were his Reftorers? for 
ſo it is ſaid, v. 36. My Counſellors aud my Lords 
ſought unto me, and I was eſtabliſbed in my king- 
dw, and excellens majeſty was added to me. Paul, 
from a Perſecutot of the Chriſtians, becomes a 
ſolid Preacher to them, Arg. 20, 21. 

3. From particular Demonſtrations; and 
that from the Creatures proving, (1.) Friends. 
(2,) Foes, 

Fit, Whoſo ſhall confidex God as Almigh- 
ty, need not queſtion the Creatures becoming 
Friends : for, 

1. Though the Creatures have their noxi- 
ous qualities, yet God can and doth inhibit 
them from hurting, when he fees good ſo to 
do, A Lion flew the Prophet, and not the Als 
which ſtood by the Carkaſs, 1 King.1 3. 24. The 
Lions devour not Daxiel, but they have the 
maſtery of his accuſers, and break all their 

sin pieces ere ever they came to the bot - 
tom of the Den, Dan. 6. 24. A Viper faſt'ned 
on Paul's hand, and he (hook off the bealt into 
the tire, and felt no harm, Ad, 28. 3,5. Daniel's 
O 4 Lions 
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Lions and Paul's Viper become ' negatire 
friends, for they hart them not. And politi 
ſtiends, occaſionally ; inaſmuch as theſe Cres 
tures; being ſerved with a Divine Writ of Is 
hibit ion. Both King Darius and the barbaray 
people are induced to ſhew kindnels to thek 
feryants of God, Dan. 6. 23, to the end; u 
44d, 28, 6,7,8,9,10, * 
#- 2. As God doth inhibit Creatures from 
ing hurtſul, ſo he doth to a wonder render then 
helpful and uſeful, They wete the barbara 
people that ſhewed no little kindneſs to ha 
and that before the Viper-Providence happened, 
Afis 28. 2. Eljab had a notable experiments 
this: I have ((aith the Lord) commanded thew 
very to feed thee, 1 King, 17. 3. The Ravew 
brought him bread: and fleſh in the morning, 
ind bread and fleſh in the evening, v. 6, ont 
would have thought the Ravens were not fi 
Truſtees for bread and fleſh 3 they would n. 
ther have eaten it, than brought it to be eaten; 
bat what-ſhall they not do, it the great I] 
Heaven and Earth hath ſo appointed, I could 
tell here a (tory from a very good hand, How 
good man was in very great diſtreſs for want 
of food; and at the very nick of ſuch a pinch 
mg want; a ſtrange Dog, unknown to belong 
to any ot his neighbours, comes into his houk 
with a ſhoulder ot Mutton, which he fairly lays 
down. and gets him away, having diſcharged 
the office of a good Market man for thoſe who 
could cat that Commons, hunger being then 
heſt ſawce. . 


1 


g. Suppoſe the Lord do not work according 
OW * 1 j — 10 
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Dibine Pzobidence, 
to the ſorementioned ways; yet He, accor- 
ding to his Infivite Power, Wiſdom, and Mer- 
cy, can and doth in his Providence render the 
Creatures as Friends another way, We may 
ih Friends into intentional ones, and 
eventual ones. Foſeph's Brethren acted as ene- 
mies; and whilſt they thus act, they are even- 
tually, as the Lord over-ruleth, his friends, 
Gen, 45- 5. I' make no queſtion but divers can 
ſay, How their greateſt enemies have in ſome 
ct been their greateſt friends; whilſt others 
have play d the Turks with them, they have 
become the better Chriſtians, 
- Secondly, The Creatures become enemies, as 
the Lord ſhall make uſe of them for wiſe and 
righteous ends or purpoſes. 

1, Some Creatures have their natural defen- 
five and offenſive arms, which they quickly 
make uſe of when the ſign of battel is given 
by the Lord of Hoſts. David tells of the paw 
of the Lion, and the paw of the Bear, 1 Sam. 
17. 37- Weread of two ſhe- bears which came 
forth out of the Wood, and tare Forty and 
two Children which mocked the Prophet of 
the Lord, 2 Kings 2. 23, 24. Thoſe new Co- 
lonies placed by the King of Aria in the Ci- 
ties of Samaris, feared not the Lord; therefore 
. the Lord ſent Lions amongſt them, which ſlew 
ſome of them, 2 Kings 17. 24. Deborah and 
Barak, in their ſong ot Victory, deſcant on this 
wile : They fought from beaven : the flarrs in 
their canrſes fought againſt Siſera: the river of 
Kihon ſwept them away, that ancient river, the 
river of Kiſhon, O my ſoul, thou haſt trodden down 
firength, Judg. 5. 20, 21. 2. Other 
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2. Other Creatures, wherein they aredeſs 
Rive in regard of annoyance, by virtue com 
paratively to other Creatures; may notwith- 
ſtanding, in regard of co- inoident circam- 
ftances, prove very aſflictive. Bala s A 
wes none of the wildeſt; for the Aﬀe ſaid un- 
to Balaam, Am not I thine offe pon which tha 
beſt ridden ever fince I was thine , unto this diy 
Was | ever wont 10 do ſo unto thee ¶ And be ſaid, 
Ney, Numb. 23. 30. We have here the 
of the Aſſe, and the acknowledgment of che 
Maſter, both accord in the truth of the premj- 
ſes ; and yet we hind an harſh concluſion, u 
fhe cruſht B foot agamifit the wall, . 15, 
So calm a Creature as Balaom's Aſſe, at fuchs 
place where a wall being on this ſide, and 
wall on that fide, together wich the Angelo 
the Lord ſtanding in the path of the Vineyards 


v. 24. becomes a ſcourge to the Rider, 
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CHAP. II. 


1 ROM the Creatures being made friends 
to us, (1,) Forget not whence it is that 
the Creatures ſmile on thee, and do not 
frown: It's from the pleaſure of their Lord or 
Maſter, that theſe ſervants in the general, and 
thofeof them which are of rough temper in 
cular, do beſpeak you fairly, and run to 
and fro willingly to do you fervice. I will 
ys the Pſalmift ) both lay me down in peace, aud 
fog, or thou Lord only makgſt me to dwel in ſafe- 
ty, Plal. 4. 8. The Lord is my ſpepberd, L ſhall not 
want, Plal.23.1. The Lord bears the heavent, ere 
the corn, Wine, aud oyl, hear Fezreel, Hoſ. 2. 21, 22. 
.) Labour to demean thy ſelf in all godlineſs 
and honeſty, ſuitably to thy mercies. There is 
good reaſon for ſuch to ſerve God, who have 
the Creatures as ſo many good ſervants to wait 
upon them, There is an obligation on man to 
obey his God; and the more his mercies are, 
the lronger is the obligation. He bath ſbewed 
thee, O man, what is god: and what doth the 
Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, to love 
mercy, and to walk, humbly with thy God? Mi- 
ch 6. 8. 
2, From the Creatures being Corroſives or 
urges one way or other: 
1. Obſerve, How the (ſweeteſt Wine may 
become the ſharpeſt Vinegar ; and this, 
1. With reſpect to Things. 
2. With reſpect to Perſons. 
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1. With 


204 


A Peoſpec of 
1. With reſpe& to Things. The good 
things of this life m iy be matter of affliction, 
Becauſe thou ſervedit not the L1rd thy God with 
joyfulneſs, and with gladneſs of heart, for the a. 
buudance of all things; therefore - ſhalt thou 


thine enemies which the Lord ſhall ſend againſt tht 
in hunger, and thirſt, and in takedneſsy and is ih 
want of all things, D:ut. 28. 47, 48. Hezekd, 


a good Prince yet what a thundering-meſlgy 
was (ent him ? Bebold the days come, that al iq; 


is in thine houſe, and that which tby fathers, bay 


laid up in flore until this diy, ſhall be carrigh 
Babylon; nothing ſhall be left, ſaith the Li 
Ia» 39. Ik | 
2. With reſpe& to Perſons, as Magiſtr 
Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters, Family-relations,chaig 
Friends or Acquaintants ; All theſe, inſtead 
Roſes, may become pricking-briers ſome mi 
or other, as may be inſtanced in, | 
1, Magiltrates, who are the Miniſters d 
God for good according to their inſtitation, 
Rom, 1 4, theſe may be ſnatch't away 
death to the grief of a People who fate ur 
der their retreſhing-ſhadow. Their deaths and 


_— 


' burials become the reſurrection of the Subs 


jects arrows, Witneis this in the caſe 9 
good Joſiab, who dies and is buried, and all Ir 
dah and Feruſalem mourned for him, and Jet 
miab lamented for him, as is recorded, 2 Chu 
35. 24, 25. Or if they be not ſeized on by 
death, they may prove the death or bane 
a Nation by their follics. Inſtances enough then 
arc for t his in Holy - Writ, and Hiltory, 

2. Eccleſiaſtical Miniſtets become e 
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aud that many ways. When ſins abound a- 
mongſt a people, pride, barrenneſs under the 
mans, flighting Minitters, and idolizing of 

them (for theſe are ſad .cxtreams), do, with 

athees fins, provoke the Lord to afflit in and 

by Miniſters, Sometimes they are taken away 

by drath. Jobn's Diſciples had too high 
thoughts ot their Maſter ; they began (it 
deen) to make à party againlt Chriſt him- 

Wt; Fobn 3. 25, 26. it's obſervable, ver, 24, 

Joby: was not yet caſt into priſon. Afterward PS 
he was, and beheaded too. Sometimes,though | 
God continue them in the world, yet he may 4 
male their tongues/cleave to the root of their | 
"mouths. They ſhall: be dumb, and not be repro- 

vers as Ezek. 3. 26. The pipes (ball be flopt, 

ind the Conduits in the Towns ſha} not run 

s formerly with that plenty of the Water 

of Life. There is a time when the Prophets of 


— 
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of WF the Lord are in their caves, and not upon the 

on, bouſe- top, 1 King. 18. 4. Again, ſome may 

by Wy become afflictive by, their flips, talls,, apolia- 

1. dcs. Tertullian turn'd a Montani, and flies 

ut [againſt the Orthodox, One Speicer in „„ 
benen was ſo powerful in preaching, that l. — 
Whores left the Stews, and betook theme p. 101. 
Jo ſelres to another courſe of living; and yet 

we WI after; he return'd. to the Tents of the Pa- 

or, WW pills, and miſerably periſht. It is ſaid ofjyia, p. 
by ed, who did beguile many with 26g. 
ed great {welling-words of illumination, reve- 

ex; ketion, deitication of the inward and ſpiri- 


tul man, that he had a well-meaning heart, 
ve but 
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but a very irregular or etroncous head, 6 
is righteous, as in the digging of a gravel 
ſome in the Vineyard, and the binding ofs 
thers hand and footz ſo in the permiſioad 
others to leap over the hedg of the V 
yard, and to be be-wilder'd in wild anda 
travagant fancies and conceits, See As aa 
1 Cor. 3. with 2 Cor, 11. 13, 14- -a0 
3. Family-relations become Gall and Won 
wood. (.) The Husband is ſometimes 3 
bal, and folly is with him, 1 Sam. 25. 2.0 
if he be otherwiſe, his death gives life tot 
Wife's ſorrows, as 2 Kings 4, 1. Thy ſaw 
my buband ( (aid that Widow to Elie. 
dead, and thou knoweft that thy ſervant did {a 
the Lord; | and the Creditor is come to take n 
my two ſons for bond-men, (2.) The Wiki 
(he be not more or lels à chiding-Zippwd, 
Ezra 4. 15. a mocking-Micbo! , 2 Sam. & N 
a ſullen Vaſhti, Efth, 1. f 2. or ſome othetmy 
afflictive; yet there was never a Marriageht 
there muſt be « Funeral; end a yertuous ben 
tiful Sarab muſt away out of an Al 
ſight, Gin. 23.4 (3.) Children are often i 
ſluces of ſorrow. Dinab was raviſh't, Gen.344 
Simeon and Levi make their Father Jaub vil { 
ſtink among the Inhabitauts of the Land, 
34.30. Reuben lay with his Father's Coat 
bine, Gen. 35. 22. Foſephs is hated of his 
thren, and pack't away into Egypt to the gu 
of the old man; who, teking it tor a conceh 
on that Foſeph was dead, refuſed to be o 
forted, Gen, 37.35. (4+) Servants prove i 
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and abominab!e, Good Mepbibeſheth's ſervant 
un «falſe acchſer of his Maſter, and hook't 
ey half of his Lord's Eſtate, 2 Sam. 16. 3,4. 
with 25am, 19.24, to 30. (5,) Superiors, xs 
Parents and Maſters, with Miltreſſes, are ſorne- 
times curſt-ereatures: Jenatban is called by his 
bucher, Sox of 4 perverſe rebellious woman, yea, 
z Javelin is caſt at him from che hand of a Fa+ 
ther, 1 Saw; 10. 30, 31. Nabel, a Maſter 'of 
favynts, and-s flave to frowardneſs, 1 Sam. 
25. 17. Sarai, though a good woman, yet had 
a pang of frowardneſs, Gru 16, 5, 6, 

4- Choige Friends bring up the rear of ſor- 
tous. Death cuts the knot of Friendſhip. I am 
diftreſſed for thee my brot her Fonathan, ſaid David, 
2 Sam, 1. 26. If the Worm feed not on them 
inthe grave, yet ſome Ear-wig doth hurt. A 
Whiſperer ſeparateth chief friends, Prov. 16.28, 
yer, there is ſome unmortified luſt, by reaſon 
whereof the friend is metamorphoſed into a 
bloody enemy: ſo Pſal.41,9, Tea, mine own fa- 
miliar friend, in whom I truſted, which did eat 
of my bread, hath lift up bis beel againſt me, 


Secondly, As it concerns to obſerve when 
the Creatures become Cortoſives; fo, to im - 
prove this corroding-Diſpenſation. Let it be 
a means to eat out the proud-flcſh of ſome 
fin or other , which is the procuring-cauſe 
of all. The Creatures. frown; but doth not 
God frown on ſome fin, in their frowning, 
It would better become perſons who cry out 
of Superiors, to conſider, how the taking 

cold 
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cold in the ſeet, is often the cauſe of diſa 
der in the head. The fins of people, Wun 
Children, Servants ,:; are the cold Vapouy 
which cauſe a Diſtemper. The head - abe d 
ſome above others, becomes an heart - ake ti 
and from choſe below others. Eye then 
ſo as more to be abaſed for: it; and ct 
tures leſs, in way of diſquiet. So doth th 
Prophet teach, Lam. 3. 40. The overtaking 
fig with Hue · and-Cry, is the bet Remedyws 
der ſuch Maladies. 4 Ws. 
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OBSERVATION XVIIL 


The great God is greatly to be ſeen in 
the meaneſt. or leaſt of His Creatures. 


CHAP. I. 


„HE meaneſt or leaſt of the Creatures 
ſet off more the beauty of the Univerſe, 
A Giant is the more conſpicuous, when a 
Dwarf is brought forth on the ſtage with 
un. Bebemotb, or the Elephant, is ſaid to be 
bee chief of the ways of God, Fob 40. 19. the 
— © nt extenſions of the Elephant ate the more 
-- W illuſtrious, when compared with the {mall di - 
WH menfions of a Worm or Flye. 
a; The very ſmalneſs or littleneſs of the tzicut e- 
Creatures doth ſet forth the Wiſdom of God. nim arti- 
The curious workmanſhip about a Watch or _—_— 
ome leſſer piece of Artitice, doth commend u 4 "i 
WH theskill of the Artificer. Creeping things, and genioſiſ- 
SER- I Birds flying, as well as Beaſts and Cattel, do ſimi ha- 
beat a patt in the Quire, to ſound forth the bentur— 
praiſes of their Maker and Preſerver, Pſal. — 
148. lo, wich v. 7. ſpatio, 
9 uri- 
num artis oſlendunt ( ut qui ſub muſeæ umbra currum — 
ntavit) : fic Deus ſi non tantam in minutis animalculis 
—— Nientiam, quantam in majoribus oftendir; at ſapientiæ certe 
n3jus ſpecimen edidit. Cartwright ig Prov, p. 1466. 
| P. 3. The 
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3. The Creatures by reaſon of their mem 
nels, did not hold back the ientence of appro. 
bation at their creation, or when they- 


firſt vſhered into the world. The Hiſtory & ( 


the Creation comprehends little fiſhes, bind 
and creeping things; God ſaw what was they 
created, that it was good, Gen. 1. 20, 21, by 
4. The meaneſt Creatures have their or 
nary uſe for which they ſerve. They art nn 
dumb Cyphers in the World's Arithmetich 
The Herb is ſaid to be for the fervice of mu 
Pſal. 104. 14, Even Serpents and Vermin ar 
{erviceablc, in attracting to themſelves "th 
Venom which otherwiſe might be of 
ous conſequence to man. Worms and Flyes ue 
baits for Fiſhes, and tood for Birds. 0 
5. What is wanting in the meaneſt of Crew 
tures one way, is ſalved up another. Thirek 
four things which are but little upon tbe cart 
but they are exceeding wiſe : The Ants are a 
Ple not ftrong, yet they Prepare their meat is th 
ſummer : the Conies are but feeble folks, ytt mat 
they their bouſes in the rocks e the Locuſts haue 
king 3 yet go they forth all of tbem by bands; N 
Spider taketh bold with ber bands, and is in 
kings palaces, Prov, 30, 24, Cc. "1 
6. Therc is a diſplay of the glorious Atm. 
butes of God in and about the meancli 
Creatures; and that in a more than ordiowy 
way, as He is pleaſed to make uſe ol then 


We may behold as in a glaſs, (1.) The Goob 


ucſs or Mercy of God, (2) Wiſdom. (3. FH 
4+ Juſtice or Severity. | 
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t. The neſs or Mercy of God is ſeen, 
& when he uſeth them for the help of man. 
The Ravens in a time of famine bring Elijab 
" bread and fle ſh, 1 Kings 17. 6, The ſtories are 
known, how Moulin at the time of the Pariſian- 
Miffacre, was cheriſhed for a fortnight by a 
Hen, which came conſtantly, and laid her Eggs 
there where he lay hid. And at Cales, how an 
Epglilh-man who crept into an hole under a 
pair. of Stairs, was there preſerved by means 
of Spider, which had woven its Web over 
„and ſo the Soldiers lighted the ſearch 
There are other ſtories which I have 
mit withall, as that of Ariftomenes, who being 
thown into a ditch for dead with others, 
found out his way for egreſs by means of a 
Fox which came thither, and pointed a paſ- 
lage. The Lord Mountjoy coming from Ireland, 
kad likely periſht, with his company in the 
hip, had not Providence befriended them to a 
wonder, and that by means of certain Sea- 
birds. The ſtory thus. The sky being over- 


cad with a. thick fog, and we bearing all %. Iti- 
ails, we fell ſuddenly upon the Skirvies, an nerary, 
* hidcous great black Rock ; where after ſo Part 2 
many dangers cſcaped in the Warzs, it plea- P. 296. 


*ſed God miraculouſly to deliver us from be- 
*calt away (as it were) in the very Haven: tor 
certain Birds called Gulls, ſeeing our ſhip rea» 
*dy to ruſh upon them, and their deſart-ha- 
© bitation, with full ſails 3 roſe crying and flut- 
*tering round about us; whereat the Gover- 
* hour of the Pinace being amazed, looked 
*out, and bcholding that terrible ſpectacle, 

| Þ 2 cricd 
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« cried to the Steer-man, Aleof for life : which 
t fearful voice might have daunted him, g it 
« did moſt in the ſhip : but he ſtoutly-did his 
te work, anſwering, Helm a board; which dont 
the ſhip by force of the ſtern, and by the 

« of the tide coming in between it and 

« Rock, turned about with n—_ (wiftnes/ 
« and ſwam along by the Rock, ſo near toit, 
« as the Boat, hanging at the ſtern; daſhed . 
« painſt it, Hither may likewiſe be reſend 
that in Exod. 23. 20. «And I will ſend fim 
before thee. Theſe creatures (as ſome ob 

by their filings cauſe a Fever, Theſe were 
raePs Forelorn-hope, and did notable executs- 
on, as Joſhua intimates, . Foſh. 24. 12. Came 
ris relates, how ſome who were befieged, u 
were hard put to it by the Twrky, having flow 
of Bce-hives ou the walls of the place bel 
ged, and furiouſly aſſaulted by the Turks, tun 
led down the Bee - hives on the enemies, who 
were ſorely ſtung, their long looſe Garment 
opening a paſſage for the Bees: and ſo give 
in a pang of indignation, to the joy of thebe 
ſieged Chriſtians, who were holpen by the 
new and wonderful recruits. And thus fvt 


Mercy diſplayed in the meateſt creatures, 


2. The Wiſdom of God is diſplayed : for 
in and by the meaneſt creatures He exalts Hs 
Wiſdom to check the pride of the greateſt 
men, Zebab and Zalmunna ſay to Gideon, N. 
thou, and fall upon u. They look't on it 81 
diſhonour to be ſlain by a Boy, Fether, Giden 
Son, Judg. 8. 20,21. The Lord takes don the 
ſwelling· humour of men, by means contempt 
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ble, and yet not to be conternned. Frogs and 
Lice ſhall reach a Phb2raoh, who is the Lord to 
be obeyed. The Magicians, who would not ſee 
the hand of God in the Frogs, acknowledg the 

er of God in the Lice, Exod, 8. 18, 19, He- 
rg who is voiced up for a god, is found to be a 
mortal man; Worms lay his honour in the duſt, 


Ms 12. 23. Thus as the Wiſdom of Got is 


ſeen in unbracing the ratling Drums of, the 


world, and cutting ſometimes the heads of 


ther out 'by Means inconſiderable : fo like- 
wiſe in helping diſtreſſed ones, They were not 
the Captains of fifties, hundreds, and thou- 
ſands, that did help Hrael out of Egypt. God 
doth with weak and contemptible tools in the 
eye of reaſdn, erect - the ſtately houle of ſome 


10 difpenſation, for his people to ſhelter 


heinſelves in. Theodorer tells, how Sapor King ill. Roc 
the 'Poflans be ſieged the City Nicibs, in the le 


which the Chriſtians were ſore diſtreſſed : On 
adden a vaſt company of Waſps and Flies 
came, get into the ſnouts of the Elephants, 


and the cars of. the Horſes and other Beaſts, 
ſo that Elephants and Horſes brake their Har- 


nels, caſt their Riders, and force the diſorder- 
ed ranks to flie. The King hereupon behold- 
ing the hand of God, is neceſſitated to with- 
draw the ſie ge. 

„ The-Power of God is wonderfully ſcen 
in matters of this nature. The Lord exalted 
his Power in the ſlaughter of Goliab by a 
tone caſt out of a Sling. Goliab is ſtoned for a 
Blaſphemer, whom the trembling Iſraelites 


teach't not with their Swords and Spears. 
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The. Trumpets of Rams-horns, if the Lorg 
breathe forth his Power in and by them, ſhal 
quickly blow down the Walls of Jerich, Joh, 
6 


20. 

4 The Juſtice and Severity of God may be 
viewed, as in the fore · going inſtances: tor th 
Attributes of God do concenter, or not 
mect, in one and the ſame Diſpenſation. of 
doth by one Diſpenſation ſtroak his 
and ſtrike the adverſaries of His people. 15 
Saints Crutches are the Sinners Thunderhok 
The Lord writes bitter things by the het 
the meaneſt creatures, when he will make uk 
of ſuch amanxenſes. The Palmer-wornd, Ly 
cuſt, Canker-worm, Caterpillar, ſhall lay! 
ſolate and waſt the Countrey, if he ſo didi 


Naw 85 in his Providence,” Joel 1. 4, 5, 6, 7. Amor 4. 
Ca. 0 


cenſfi ra- 
bie, ipſos 
Dominos 
ſuos quaſi 


ca, Dogs ſhall tear their own Maſſers, as 


"" tatus relates the ſtory of ſome, who ine 


tempt threw the Elements in the Lord's Sup 
per to, Dogs, and lo were torn by them. 


latrones, ſan&i Corporis teos, dente vindice, tanquam ignoths 
& inimicos laniaverunt, 4 
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CHAP. II. 


1D EWARE of flighting Providexce 
with reſpec to the meaneſt of crea- 
tures: God, who is the higheſt, hath regard to 
the loweſt of creatures. Solomon was a great Hie vi- 
ſexcher into the Works of God; he ſpeaks unab- 
of the Ant; which as little a creature as it is, — 2 
creeps into Solomon's Pulpit, as a ſubject tit lum in 
exongh to be ſpoken of, Prov. 5. 6. ſugge- 
ſlum a 

von ſublatum & ſubvectum, ut homines inertes ad indu- 
firiam crudiat, eundemque non tantum doctorem conſtitutum, 
ſd & judicem, ut ſententiam contra illos pronunciet, Carfw. 


'2, Obſerve the diſplay of Providence in and 
about the meaneſt of the creatures; and the 
nther, ſeeing God may otherwiſe afflict by 
them, A Worm doth remotely bite a Fonab to 
the quick, It's an inſtrument, according to the 
poſition of circumſtances, for his no little 
wart and vexation, Fonab 4. 7, 8. (2.) Much 
of kindneſs both negatively and poſitively, is 
handed by theſe creatures, as the great Crea- 
tor doth extend his Providence in and about 
them. How much are men beholding to God, 
not only in the day-time, but in the night · ſea- 
foo, in defending them from perils by reaſon of 
the leaſt or meaneſt of the creatures, Pope A 
drizs was choak't by a Fly or Gnat. A Spider 
might creep into the noſtrils whilſt one is a- 


p  fiep, and fo a man might ſlecp the fleep of 
2 4 death. 
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death. And as for politive kindneſs handed hy 
theſe, inſtances have been given, and othen 
might be made mention of. The great 
who made uſe of a great fiſh to preſerve x 
nab, Fonab 1, 17. can make uſe of little 
for the help and relief of perſons. The ua 
bitants of Kochel (a known ftory) were as wel 
ſupplied by a multitude of ſhell-tiſh in the tim 
of their ſcarcity of proviſion, as if ſo be. 
Whale had been caſt a-ſhoar amongſt then 
Yea, a little fiſh may, at ſome times, be mor 
ſubſer vient for the help of diſtreſſed ones im 
a greater one. I remember a pertinent flog, 
which a worthy Miniſter, now with « 
told me: Some pious paſſengers were in 1 
ſhip which had ſprang a leak; they pry, 
whilſt others labour at the Pump, and thatto 
littlep urpoſeʒ till at length they eſpy the vun 
within to be at a ſtand, and then take heart io 
ply the Pump, and fo get into an Harboutz tis 
ſhip after, in the dock, is ſearcher, and theres 
found a certain hole, with a fiſh commenlurg 
to, or exactly filling the ſaid hole. Thus, wh: 
ſocver the Lord pleaſed, that did be in beaven, aud 
in earth, in the ſeas, aud in all deep places ; Pal 
135. 6. 

3. Live ſuch moral inſtructions as God i 
his Providence whiſpereth into our cars fron 
the mouths of the meaneſt of his Creatures 
There arc two things, amongſt others, which 
the Scripture doth lęſſon man here. 

1; An induſtrious and prudent purluit d 
ſach work «s God calleth unto in his Prom 
fenge, Go to the Ant, thoy ſleggard, confider ba 

| * 
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nent, aud he wiſe; wbich baving no guide, over- 
ſier, ruler, prouideth ber meat in tbe mmer, and 

b ber food in the barveſt, Prov. 6.6, 7, Oc, 


70 conſider the Ant, and play the Earth- 


worm, is not to conſider and be wiſe ; but 
to. conlider her induſtry, the timing of her 
work, yea, her manner (as ſome obſerve) in 
following her work, as ſhe dries her grain in Przeipu- 
the Sun, and breaketh them, fo as to prevent us igitur, 


the growth of the grain gathered; for o- — 
therwiſe ſhe would ſtarve in a long Winter- in eo ver- 

, if her Proviſion ſhould not be thus fatur, ut 
hoarded up. To conſider the Ant in a wiſe ma- invent 


: ati 
ent of our own affairs, to God's glory, —_ 


11 our own good, is to conſider, and be earum 
wile . proficia- 
mus ad 
pietatem, 
tum ut Dei virtutes in illis ſcintillantes, tum noſtras ipſorum 
cortuptelas cum prædicandis illarum ingeniis comparatas, diſca- 
mus. Cart w. 
fic enim finis eſt inter alios propter quos condita ſunt ani- 
malia,ut ex iis variaſdiſcamus: defendunt multi idola & Simula- 
chra in templis hoc nomine, quod ſint velut libri laicorum, 
quodque ex iis multa diſcamus : ſed profecto in Formicis & 
alis animalculis, plura multo habemus, quæ diſcamus ut mi« 
Amur, quam in omnibus ſculptis, fiis, fuſis, pictiſve ſimu · 
lachris, Lt. in locum. 


2. Dependance upon God both for pro- 


- vilion for a mortal life, and protection, as 


God ſhall be pleaſed to vouchſaſe one, or 
the other. This Leſſon Chriſt teacheth, Be- 
bold the fowls of the air, for tbey ſow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gatber into barns, 


et 
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et your beavenly Fatber feedeth . them : Av 
——— than tbey / Mat. 6. 26. 4 
Fear not them which ki the body, but "ave wi 
able to kill the ſoul : but rather fear him whid 
is able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in A 
Are not two ſparrows ſold for a farthim f all 
one of them ſhall not fall ts the ground with 
your father, But the very bairs of your bed 
are all numbred, Fear ye not therefore, ye 1 
of more value thau many fſharrows, Mat. 1h 
28, 29, 30, 31. 4 


r 
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OBSERVATION XIX. 


poder ful it. be Providence of God in 
— for the large Family 
the World: or, Providence is the 
Feat Steward of, and for, the Houſhold 
ibis World. | 


„ - 4 a WP 


EFORE hath bcen ſhewed the Lord- 
ſhip of God as it reſpeqeth the Crea 
tures, how they are at his beck, in differ- 
tht manner, the meaneſt of them not exclu- 
&#;'Now it may fall in the next place, To 
deu what proviſion the Lord maketh for 
tht fuſtentation of the Creatures, that ſtand 
n need of Providence as a Caterer for them, 
thecially of Mankind; for other Creatures 
+ BW boſe their lives as means to preſerve or main- 
tain the life of Man; And here the Provi- 

RY dare of God is wonderful, conſidering the vali 

Wi extents of the Family of this world: and this 
appears ſo, two ways. 

Fit, There is plain aſſertion, or poſitive 
ednceſion, of this in Scripture. The Word 
— not — commending to us the Good - 

„ Wildom, Power, of God, in providin 
for the Creatures which are different for 
Kind, and many for number of each Kind, 


So 


S N LIN KEZ. 
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So in Pſal, 104. 27, 28. Theſe wait all upon} 
that thou mayeſt give them their meat in due ſu 
ſon: that thou giveſt them, they gatber. Thu | 
openeſt thy band, they are ſiled with good. Al 
fo in Pſal. 148. 15, 16. The eyes of all wait wi 
ox-thee, and ibou giveſt them their meat in dut 4 | 
ſon: thou openeſt thine band, and ſatisfieft t 
fire. of . every living thing. =. 8 

Secondly, There ate particular demonſt 
ons of this. grounded on experience of 0 
Providence more or leſs wonderfully diſſ xy 
as to his way of providing. for multitude & 
perſons, The Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs þ 
forty years; are there provided for, Th 
number, the place where, and the time 
their being thete, do all beſpeak the glorigy 
diſplay of Provide uce, as Moſes doth intimate, 
preſſing the remembrance thereoſ, Deut. 


\ | 
* | 


titude in a deſert - place, and that with, i 
loaves and two fiſhes, gives a taſt of g 
Providence in ſeeding vaſt multitudes in 

world, Mt. 14. 15, to 22. 2 


3,16. Our Saviour Chriſt, in feeding the! : 


If it be (aid here, That theſe Experimat 
be more than ordinary, . 


It may be anſwered, (.) Theſe inſian 
however, as taking place in the world inthe 
reſpective times, fall in as a part or pareei i 
the ſtewardſhip of Providence; and ſo are wp 
only as Gold-lace on the Garment of Prar 

dence then, but a skirt; which, as the Lo# 


eue 
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led it, did cover the body of thoſe multi- 


1 Providemee is notwithſtanding wonderful 


. other times, when bread is provided, and 


that enough for fo vaſt an Houſhold. If Chriſt 
had put forth his Power in viſible proportion 
of bead and fiſh for the multicude, whether 
by creation, or by an inclination of the hearts 
of perſons to have brought in proviſion at a 
of time when to be uſed, there had been 
aglorious diſplay of Providence theſe ways, 
the bread. and fiſh did not encreaſe 
wihe breaking, diſtribut ion, and cating, as it 
lib probably in Chriſt's way of feeding the 
multitude. That the World is provided tor, is 
wonderful ; though the manner how, be dif- 
ferent, as the Lord pleaſeth. 

z Whether the Providence of God do not 
bold ſome kind of correſpondence with thole 
aftances of the Iſraelites, and the multitude 
ſed: by Chriſt, may more ſafely be affirmed, 
than denied. There are reaſons which may 
turn the ſcale : for, 

1. If there be a diſplay of Providence in a 
Guns becoming a Wilderneſs why not of 
a Wilderneſs becoming a Canaan, as the Lord 
hall exalt the glory of his Attributes both as 
to the one, and to the other? If God with- 
draw his bleſſing, the full Barns become empty 
ones. There are ways how food is made food- 
les: So Hag. 1. 6. Ie eat, but ye have not e- 
wagh: ye drink, but ye are not filled with drink; 
yeelathe you, bus there is none warm: and be that 

carne 
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earnetb wager, earneth mager te put it into a 


with boles, It is wonderfal to obſerve how as Mi 


have penury in their plenty, as others lum 
kind of plenty in their penury. That which 
the ground of this wonderful variety, is th 
Providence of God. Fob tells of the ſectet j 
God upon his Tabernacle, Fob 29. 4. They 
is a ſecret bleſſing, and a ſecret curie, whic 
may be noted in the Lord's Difpenſationg * 
2. What God hath done heretofore, 
a pledg of what he will do, though not a 
the like fort in all particulars. God ſe 
Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs: with Manna g 
provided for them then, that way: if oth 
have their Wilderneſs, his: Providence ay 
wonderfully be ſcen in taking care of them 
Thus under more than ordinary difficultin 
there may be more than an ordinary diſplagd 
Providence, and this extraordinary diſplay; 
may be ſaid to be ordinary, when difheult 
and pinching-caſes do occurs: Others, belile 
the Widow of Sarepta, can tell ftorics by wy 
of ſome kind of equivalent proportion, as tow 
ching the Meal in the Bartel and the Oykin 
the Cruſe not waſting and ſailing, 1 King, 17.16 
they have becn holpen along in their parties 
lar Wilderneſs , their little hath gone a gie 
way with them: the little Buttery hath bem 
inficad of a large Larder and Cellar. | 
3. If due conſideration were had to the 
World, one may ſay, That it is a large WI. 
dernets or Deſart, where the footticps d 
the old Wilderneſs - Diſpenſation in Fa 
ayes, 
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4 by 
Min the Deſart by Chriſt, may be traced. 
[ verily believe ( ſaith Luther ) that there do not Non de- 


1 7 ſo many ſheaves of Corn, as there are people ſunt viri 
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, and the feeding of the multitude 


the world ; and yes we are all fed. To this — & 
accords the judgment of Leiſer, who withall er dur 
telntes this ſtory: Frederick, the third, the — 
Emperor, at an Aſſembly of people at Colen, plures 
ben a vaſt multitude out of many Nations 2omines 
wee there met, and he doubting proviſion —— 
would come far ſhort for the relief of ſuch vivere, 
amukicade,commanded both Men and Loaves quam 
tobe cumbred 3 and when the number of the duotan- 
Men wes found far to excecd, he feared many — 4 
would periſh with famine : but it was other- Bum erct. 
wiſe 4 for no one periſhe*, they had food to cant & 
the full; and great plenty did remain. And nume- 
las in anſwer to the Objection, and conſe- utur in 


—.— the evidencing the wonderful - "wo 


of Godin feeding the ſons of men, vero eſt 

. abſimile. 
lurime ſi inſpiciantur urbes maritimz, quæ quidem ſunt po- 
puloſiimz, & interdum ne minimum quidem agri poſſident ex 
o frumenta ſumaut. Unde verò hi homines omnes aluntur 
comedant, & ſupetſit, juxta verbum Domini, 2 R. 4-44? ex 
lur benedictione filii Dei, que facit, ut non tantum ſem ina in 
5, ſed etiam frumentum in horreis, in granariisz. quin & fa- 
tin in vaſculo, panis in furno, in menſa, in ore & ventriculo 
manducantium, mirabiliter & inviſibiliter creſcat & augeatur. 
Lib. 4, Harm, Evang. c. 76. 


CHAP. 
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C HAP. II. 


1. CE E the unbelief and atheiſm of thek 
who can ſee no other way than! 
bloody one for a Nation's ſubliſtence ! In ii 
Hiſtory of the Civil-warrs of France, it u 
corded, that when complaints were maded 
barbarous and cut - t hroat out-rages; the Dun 
of Guiſe anſwered, There is no remedy ,, we bas 
too — 5 in France : I will deal ſo, u 
Anals may be good. cheap. This Man- of- blen 
little conlidered of God's Providence, which 
the Store · houſe of Proviſion. Had he call 
eye back on Providence towards Canaan a leſi 
Countrey than France, he might have replied 
pray, pray, that the ſword may be turned ini 
plongh ſhare, and the ſpear into a pruning ba 
Let Atheiſtical Politicians talk then ot cher 
bloody way 3 let Chriſtians remember the 
milky-one of obedience to God. So D 
28. 1. And it fhall come to paſs, if ts 
ſhalt bearken diligently unto the voice of the Ini 
thy God, to obſerve and to do all bis commant 
ments, &c; "tbe Lord ſhall open unto thee bis gi 
treaſure, the heaven to give thee rain un 
land in bis ſeaſon, and to bleſs all the work 
thine band---v; 12. 5 
2, Obſerve the Providence of God in 
wiſe-ordering the affairs of the great 
of the World. It is ſaid, that when the Queen 
of Sbeba had ſeen all Solomon's wiſdom, al 
che Houſe that he had built, and the meat - 
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his Table; and the fitting of his (crvants, and 
the attendance of his miniſters, and their ap- 
parcel, and his Cup-bearers, and his aſcent by 
which he went vp unto the Houſe of the Lord, 
there was no more ſpirit in her, 1 King. 10. 4,5. 
There is indeed greater ground for admirati- 
on and aſtoniſhment, in beholding the order 
and proviſion of the great Houle of the 
World: for Solomon's wiſdom by which he 
the affairs of his houſe, was but a 
derived drop of that Providence by which God 
governs the World. 


Aa 
5 
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3. Secure a ſpecial intereſt in the great Stew- 
ud of the World, I mean the Providence of 
God. It is ſaid of pious Mr. Hieron, that when 
bis Wiſe was making her moan to him, by rea · 
fon of a large Family of Children, whom now 
he was about to leave to the wide world, the 
time of his diſſolution drawing near; that then 
0 leſs graciouſly than wittily he replicd, fay- 

Grd, who provideth for the young Ravens, 
provide for the young Herons, Thus faid 


that Man of God; and his Family had ex- 
perience ot God's gracious Providence towards 


It well becometh Chriſtians then to be 

ing taith on God's Providence for them and 
theirs, This is a point that our Saviour inſiſts 
on, Mit. 6. 26, Ce. There are two general Ar- 
guments by which this duty is backt: The one 
s from the leſſer to the greater; If God take 
wre-for the fowls of the air, which ſow not, nei 
ther do reap, nor gather into barns : will be not 
feed 
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feed the children ? The other is drawn from 
the greater to the leſs: If God be 4 
Father, gives a Kingdom, ſpares not bis own 
will be wot takg care for liſſer matter, ſo far 4 
they are ncedful here in this ſlate of pilgri 
This later Argument we have implied thete, 
and more expre is in Luke 12 32. to which a0 
that of the Apoſtle in Rom. 8. 32, 


If it be objected here, That many of Go 
children have their hardſhips 3 yea, ſome have 
been ſtarved in priſons : and therefore 2 
doth it avail to ſecure an intereſt in 
Providence, or to act faith thereon? 


A. 1. A Truth is not to be thrown by, wi 
Pebble, becauſe of ſome exception. It is ag 
rule given for the underſtanding of Solow 
Proverbs, how divers of them are to be unda- 
ſtood as often, or frequently, thus: Theos 
nary way of having Corn, is by plowing 
ſowing 3 ſhall men throw alide all, bæm 
they have not a good-year of Corn at tina 
David acknowledgeth God's Providemt "tt: 
wards him from the womb, and from tle 
breaſt, Pſal, 22. 9, 10. yea, he had experjat 
of God's bounty in preparing a Table: 
him,  Pſal, 23. 5. yet a time of fraits & 
had, when he ſent to Nabal for proviſas 
1 Sam, 25, 95 

2. Providence is a wiſe Steward, It is theer 
der of the great Houle, that ſome be put 
of Commons, or kept Mort at leaſt for 1 
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My wn ( faith one) lt ry wontonneſe,-It's 
1 hard © matter not tb. have the begre_ (well 
when the bags ſwell. The fat paſtures - make 
way for exalted hearts and forgetting of God, 
6 73. 6. Aud though: this be not the gaſe 
of others, yet God hath wiſe ends in their 
debaſements, See 1 Cor. 4. 11; 12. Rey. 


1. 9. 

3. They who have à care to- pleaſe God, 
hive experience of God's Gare over them, not- 
withſtanding their ſtraits. David, though deni- 
ed by a ſurly Nabal, yet had proviſion brought 
in by means of a wiſe Abigail. Feremiab finds 
fair quarter amongſt the Cbaldeans, Jer. 39.11, 
12, The brethren which dwelt in Judea, had 
reliet ſent to chem in the time ot the great 
deacth, Ads 11. 28, 29. God's Providence - is 
ſeen, as in ſtraits, ſo in the helps handed in un- 
der them. . 

. Suppoſe ſome are ſtarved by enemies; yet 
what is this more ( if the Lord take them out 
of the world this way) than to dye on their 
beds; when a man's life abborreth bread, aud bis 


ſoul dainty meat, Job 33. 20. A man dyes who 


hath vituals but no ſtomach, as he dycs who 


lurh a fiomach but no victuals. Moreover God 


knows how to ſalve up this ſharp diſpenſation, 
l. He can abate the pain and torment of hun- 
ger; as one ſaid, If you taky away my meat, God 
un take away my ſtomach. See Exod 34 28. 

2. The Lord may then feaſt them with o- 
the# kind of meat, as Chriit ſpeaketh, Jobs 


+ 32» 
Q. 2 3. They 
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Non fo» 3. They are honoartdiby Gad to be ſtarvel 
| — as well as others-ww bet burnt for his ſake. Sub, 
— * fering for Chriſt any way is honqurable, Se 
culcitris Mat. 5. 11, 12. Phil. 1. 29. N 

corpus, 4. They will not look like Starveling 
led refri- one day; the vile body will become 2 glon. 

Ae & ous body, Pbil. 2. 21. 


olatio 

Chriſti. 
Humi jac nt feſſa laboribus viſcera, ſed parna non eſt on 
Chriſto jacere. — Gne balneis membra ſitu & ſorde d 
form ĩa, ſed ſpiritualiter intus abluitur, quod foris carnaliterſor 
didatur, Cyprian. lib. 3. Epiſt. 25. 
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"OBSERVATION XX. 
The Lord beats 7 the World, by bearing 
down Sin in the World. ( 

f CHA P. I. 

AS God% Providence is ſeen in making pro- 
A viſion for the world: ſo in bearing down 
ſig, in the Wold. The World would quickly 
be reſolyed-inta a Chaos ar, heap of contuſion, 
did not the Fravide re of God exert it (elf, and 
that particularly in and ahaut the fins of men, 
who having fince the fall of our firſt Parents 
deftruQive Pxinciples wiapt up in their na- 
ares, would certainly give the product of 
loch Principles in black and hloody Concluſi- 
ans, were there not a, Previdence which did 
counter work them, by bearing down fin; and 

Ways, amonglt others. 
Fit, By uchering in good tidings of a Sa- 


vour,tor whole ſake the World is (pared from 


delirutionz for time is now vouchſafed for 


the ingathering of a choſen generation. 4- 
dam, and ſo al mankind, were dead in law; 
jadgment was to take. place; Chriſt, the Seed 


ot the Woman, ſteps in, becomes à Surety, 
and bruiſe th the head of the Serpent, Gen. 3. 
— He hall (ſaid the Angel to Jeſepb) 
we hi people from their ſint, Mat. 1. 21. the 
11 > Q 3 tarcs 
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tares then are ſpared, till the Wheat be gather. © 
ed, Mes. 13. 29, 30. | 
12 By an inward work of 3 
moped ip phe hearts of xedeemed ones 
by Chi. who faith the Apoſtle Paul) gan 
binſelf. 75 1, that - be 2 redgeny us from $ 
' iniquity, a arifie, wire. 90 4 Petgliar pes. 
ple, zealow of good wol x, Tit, 2, 14. 
There is a two-fold bearing down of fi 
here to be conſidered * - 
1. A bearing ol it down in Saints: for 
ate d by Chitift, and fandified by 
Spitit, 4 Cor, 6. 11. a ſtop is put to ſim in t | 
yea, to fuch Tis which were deſtrbbcłive 40d 
wat ſoriety; lot ſpeh fins were vo de 
atio 3 eng | 
f wel 107 i, 
ie ame Gp tbh hi N „ yt 
2. Beating of rn by dertirst, ae 
1. In regard of the cemton and gener 
Calling, a 4 Khricte ne: ſo they do, or at K 
wilt are to live it down, and pray it town 
others. The belt” Saint may coirrrificite fe 
thing as a poliſh't aft in the haüd off 
Lor 688505 fin; Te Lord ig his Protida 
hath caſt Saints 25 Salt up aud down 
World; and wet it not for this Salt, t 
would be fuch an ill ſavobhr, EN 
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time to tet the Wr on tire. Nee NM. 5. 
147 15, 16 Phit: 2. 13 1 Pet. 1. Tf 1 
* 1. In regard; of toric Call: ing Melt; an” 


1. As N. intrtes : Theſe,” 25 Slintz, art ws 
uſe their aht Rorty and tower for Chiif 70 


brake 
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brake the jaws of the wicked, and pluck*t the 
ſpoil out of his teeth, Fob 29.17. Vben I(ſaith 
David) ſhell receive the congregation, I will judg 
wrighely, Plal. 75. 2. Fl 
2 As Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters, who may be 
lud to bear down fin, 

1, In regard of the real converſion of 
ſome, Sig reccives a killing-blow from the 
preaching of the word» fee Adr 26. 18. 
Rom, 10, 17. 

2, In regard of moral illumination of o- 
thers, whereby ſome, for a time at lcaſt,are curb- 
ed, Merk 6. 20. Notorious evils are the proper 
nit of the Tree of Ignorance, Gen. 20. 11. 
En. 1.14. with chap. 4. v. 3, 4+ The very 
checking in of vile luſts, may give a check to 
terrible Judgments, which break in on perſons 
ad places otherwiſe, The filthy luſt of ſome 
of the Benjamites, made toul work amongſt 
their Tribe, Their burning: luſts ended in the 


ing of their City: ſce Judg. 19. 25. with 
Jug, 20. 0. 
birdly, By way of prevention. Though 


wen, have à ſeed - plot of fin in their hearts, 
let ſome oi the ſceds at ſome times lye there 
8 dead, So in Exod. 34. 24. I will caft out the 
aetins before #bee, and enlarge thy borders : nei- 
ther ſhall any man defire thy land when thou ſhalt go 
n pear before the Lord thy Gad thrice in the year, 
God hath- variety of ways to huſh and Gill 
the guy of Robbery, Spoil, and Cruelty. He 
who made the Soul of man, knows how to 
have acceſs to the door of every affliction, and 
o to ſet a lock and key on it, 

Q 4 Fourthly, 


— 
» 


232 


A Pzoſpect of 
Fourthiy, By way of inhibition. There are the 
ſtirrings of ſin, but they arc but ſtirrings. The 
ſhackles of re ſtraint are clapt on by Provida 
Luſt hath conceived, but it bringeth not 
toallude to that in Fames 1.15. The birth of 
the Project is an abortive. Now how Provide 
doth block up the luſts of men, ſo that — 
there be conſultation and reſolution, yet 
deſign walks not abroad into the ficld, but j 
confined within doors, may call for our ad. 
ration rather than diſcuſſion, A comprehenſhe 
recital of the many ways which Provides 
hath to lay ſiege to the hearts of men, is ut 
to be expected. It*s not for a Cock · ſhell· ia 
derſtanding to take in the Ocean. A few 
then of that River which Providence cuts 
channel or trench for the keeping in of fi 
ners, ſo that they ſally not out, and do tht 
miſchief which might be done, may here l 
put together, and that in the Veſſel of the 
Sanctuary, I mean according to Scripture. / 
1. There is a way of inhibition, which! 
may term excentrical, or extraordinary. Al I 
that there is an inhibition, is clear; but how, IO 
is as dark to be underſtood. He who forme I | 
the ſpirit of man within him, Zeeb. 12. 1. en 
and doth byaſs it as he pleaſeth. The Lord hu 
ſecret and immediate accefſcs to the heat, 
men. A | 
2. There is a way which is more ordinary, 
as in ſome mealure apprehended or un 
by men, And this way whereby God dothyeftet 
johibje fin, is by ſome impreſlions- or ont 
which are made on the ſpirits of wen. 


I 
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here it may be obſerved, (1.) An impreſſion is 
made by the light of Nature, being blown up 
into a flame at ſuch an inſtant by ſome com- 
mon work of God. The Heathens having not 
l, were a law to themſelves, Rom.2.14, They 
were Heathens who ſhewed no little kindneſs, 
Ar 28. 2. they did not knock the thip- 


' wrack'e. perſons in the head, but their com- 


pation, was drawn forth towards them. (2) An 
f is ſometimes made by means of 


acooriction of a party's honeſty or innocency, 


whom fury. was armed, David gives 
tounderftand, that he was no ſuch Male- 
content and enemy to him, as he was traduced 


by a pack of Claw-backs and Sycophants a- 


bout Saul: he lets him know, asa demonſtra- 
non of his good affe Qion to Saul, That he had 
opportunity to have killed his Mijeſty, but far 
vn it from him to do ſo, though near cnough 
to have done ſo: far, in a moral ſenſe; near, 
ing local ſenſe. And hereupon ſaith Saul, I 
bene ſinned : retarn, my ſon David, for I will no 
\wre do thee harm, becanſe my ſoul was precious 
in thine eyes : behold, I haue played the fool, and 
have erred exceedingly, 1 Sam. 26, 21. 

3. Au impreſſion is made by reaſon of fears 
and chat (.) From the Laws or Conſtitut ions 


© of the Cauntrey where perſons live. The Gal- 


lows, more than Conſcience, is a Lion in the 


.honer's way, Good Laws in a Nation, arc the 
Ahedg and fence which keep off many a wild 
beat from making a prey on others; they who 


te lions couchant, would be Lions rampaut 


otherwiſe. Take beed what thou doſt ( ſaid the 


Centu- 
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Centurion to the chief Captain, of Paul] % 
this man is a Km, Acts 22. 6. (.) From the 
diſple aſure oi friends and relat ions. Som 
would keep up « greater friendſhip with (ome th 
fins, were it not that their friends (miley, 

would be turned into frowns. Miceh continua 
not on his theft, but makes peace with his My 
ther, whom he had wronged, and whole cu 
he feared, Fudg. 17. 1, 2, 3. 1(,3-) From ww ih 
markable inftances or examples of Divine 
verity, God ig his Frovidenct ſingles out ſome he: 
in a way of puniſhmenty and ſo they becom: 
terror to others, Ananias and $apbirs are ituck 
dead; great fear came upon al the Church, ad 
por as many e beard rheſethings, &cts 5. 114. 
ſome places, where people have not had d 
means of illumination by the full and — 
pening of the Scriptures 4 yet thert is a 
ing at a diſtance from ſorne ſins, even to ĩ wet. 
der, And what is the bridle, but remarkable” 
puniſhmenes which have befallen Adulters,. 
Mardcrers, and Perjured perſons, and the li 
There is much of a Catechi ring Providence: 
be obſerved this way. (4) From what my 
after be repaid home hy parties themſel yrs a 
their friends, in calc perſons take nat wit in 
their anger againſt ſuch. David wills Sali 
Courtiers- to leave off their lying inſinuat 
ons, as is probable in ſal. 4. a, the wind migit 
ſet at another point, and then what becomes 
them? - Gideon tells Zebab and  Zalmunne, . Thy 
( who were ſlein by them at Tabor) were | 
brethren, even the ſons of my mother : as the Ln 
livetb, if ye bad ſaved them alive, I would nat ſl 

you, 
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| CES 18, 19. Some are awed this way, 
h mey imply, though others 
— + ſenſe of this in that 
of his to Afabel, Turn ibee afide ( ſaid 
fe me ; wherefore ſhould I ſmite 
— hom then ſhould I hold up my 
by brother ? 2 Sam. 1 22. 
, Providence bears down fiti by way of 
The Lord fers bounds unto the 
ſes of corruption. An:#tm bf it flows 
—— * rf but an arm) righteouſly ſo per- 
et wiſely limited by the handof 
755 I oounſel taltes effect in Abſo- 
Merching his fathet's Concubines, 2 Som. 6. 
ehereim makes good the truth of 
vrd ſpoken, 2 Sam. 12. 11 Howbeit, 4. 
r eounke takes not in purſuing after 
75 Sm. 17. 14. Shimei had malice enough 
— # to have ftain'd hishands with the 
0 King, by way of aflaſlination; 
eh rale und throws tones at Dovid | 
ſet vauts, 2 Sam! 16, 6, 77 
4440 By way of detecion, 'which puts a 
times in ſome caſes! Eſau — Ja. 
ndtaid, The dayref mourning for my father 
1 1 band, ben wilt I flay my 1 Jacob; 
b fe words of Eſan ber 2 ſon, were told 
Gen. 27: 41; 42. Facob hereupon is 
+ from his father's houſe, v 4344,45. 
u more of chis in the next Obſervation. 
— By way of regulation, or con vert- 
ven the fins of men to n good ufc. As 
vis a myſtery of iniquity”; fo there 
Fi * myſlery of Providence in and about 


ſin 
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fin, Phyſicians know how to make uſe 


Viper for: the good of; their Patients. I 


All-wiſe God knows how to make uſe c 
Vipers of the-world, with their venom. S 
the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee, faith the NM 
miſt, Pſal, 76. 10. mw: 14 

Eightbly, By way of deſtruct ion, (1.) Of 
Power of men. (2.) Ot Mem in power. lia 
be obſerved how the ability to hart: is bic 


abſolutely, or comparatively. Sbebua the I ; | 


ſuret is to be diſcarded, IIa. 23. 49. Ai 
Lord, ( ſaith the Pſaloijt ) for tbon hat ſit ol 
all. mine enemies upon the check. then baft tray: 
the. teeth of the wagedly, Plal. 3. 7. Provide 
hands them à ſhaming-blow, for that - ſas 
ta be meant by ſmiting oa the check. "7 
are box'c and kick't to their diſgrace, 'T 
tegth are broken; and no need to ſeat ther 
teethleſs jaws. Or if they ate not form 
or properly ſo broken, yet; + equiyalendy 
Suppoſe they have Powet, Wealth, withMs 
lice enough; yet- all avails not, for they: 
check't by a greater Power.. Thus the Þ 
cree of Dariw;for building the Temple, 
lenceth whatever prejudices and hat 
might be amongſt the under-officers of 
King, Ezr46. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Hither 
be referred inflicted diſeaſes, as hereby. me 
are more ot leſs diſabled. or incapacitated a 
the commillian of fin, Gen. 20.6, 7. 
Agiin, As Providence deſtroys the Power 


«a = == 


—_ 4 . 4 my £ 
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men, ſo Men in power. When men becowe - 


montirous in ſinning, Yo wonder it God 
come prodigious in puniſhing, Providence con 


Divine Pꝛobidente. 

ae the good of Societies of men, in ma- 

ns choſe to breathe their laſt, who have 

| o others to groan under their inſolent 

xprcflions, or oppreſſing Inſolencies. 
There arc three ways how Providence bears 

Len fin by bearing down the ſinner to his 


, his own hands, The Lord arms fin. 
n jadicially againſt themſelves. They be- 
e their own Execcutioners. Acbhitopbel hangs 
— 2 Sm. 17, 23. So Judas too, Mat, 
* 65> 
1 By the hands of others. One wild beaſt 
another to death. Belſhazzar is ſlain, 
ad Dori the Median took the Kingdom, 
Don. 5. 30, 31. 
+3. By a more immediate hand of God. 
Dead they are; and a Jury ſay fomething, by 
| nothing as to any viſible-creature-hand 
ly which death came. God who gave life, 
tath many ways to take what is given. He 
hath his "Quiver falt of Arrows. Not only a 
*kilent/Arrow, but a ſudden one, doth execu- 
tion.” Pſal. 64. 7. God ſhall ſhoot at them with an 
rem, ſuddenly ſhall they be wounded, 


* 
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CHAP. IL 


18 

1. T EARN to whom the glory of be 
ing up the World, is due. God's 

dence is the true Atlas which ſupport 
World, that doth, ſhoulder up the Wal 
whilſt it treads on fin and ſinners. Upon ib 
rious view taken of Providence on this wiſc 
played, we may ſay as they (aid, The Lord hi 
the God; the Lord be is the God, 1 King, 184 
2. Obſerve an Argument to confirm it 
truth of God's — in governing tk 
World, from the reſtraints put upon fin 1 
ſinners in the World. The reſtraints do tha 
beſpeak the more remarkable hand of 'Ga 
(1.) When parties reſtrain'd have pow#h 
their hand. A wonder it was, that ud 
Pharaoh's Life-guard did not knock in & 
head thoſe ſaucy and buſie fellows wes 
Aaron, as they were look't on in the judgitat 
of the Court, Exod. 5, 4, 5. (2.) When tha: 
is an old grudg againſt parties. Anger become 
canker*d malice 3 and yet the Canker cats't 
farther. As in Eſau's inveterate hatred agi 
Jacob, Gen. 37. 4t. with Gen. 33 (3.) Wia 
God ſhall ſtep in in a nick of time, and cd 
on the ſhackles of reſtraint. The God of yur 
fathers (faid Laban to Faceh) ſpake unto me y6 
ier · nigbt, ſaying, Take thow beed that thou ſpuk 
not to Jacob either good or bad, Gen. 31.29, on 
Eſau's caſe, who comes forth againſt I 
with his four hundred men, Gen. 32 0 W 
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BEE 
the Dogs ate not only muzled, but (hall fawn 
the Children. Eſa» ran to meet Facob, 
ud embraced him, and fel} on his neck, and 
kiſſed him, and they wept, Gen. 33. 4. God in 
his Providence doth wonderfully affect the hearts 


+ 
* 8 


dt is the former Officers, Ezra 5, compared 
with: chap. 4- 


; 3. Have recourſe to the great God in pray- 


hath two Bitts; the golden-one of Regenera- 
ling · grace, and the jron-one of Reſtraints. Ste- 
tha prays, and Paul is converted, 407 7, 60. 
2 Ads yg, Hexekjab prays, and he hath ti- 


of an iron Bit: there is an hook for the 

and a bridle for the lips of a menacing 

2 Pondering Senacherib, 2 Kings 19. 14, 15- 
2 


4 Take thankful-notice of God's teſtrain - 
wg>Providence, (1. ) The negle& may provoke 
God to let ſlip- the Bridle of Reſtraint. The 
gd may teach the worth of a Mercy by the 
Mut of the (aid Mercy. If the Lord do but 
us for the Fly of Egypt, and for the Bee of 
is, they quickly come to the annoyance of 
who were before free from annoyance, 
7,18, 19,20, (2,) There is much ot God 
lobe ſeen in the reſtraint of perſons, This 
Jewel 


Ss SSA ESCCASRLESCHNHEAEMCcAGCSASREST -ECzaESSzE © 


er, forthe bearing, down of finners, The Lord 
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Noſtro 


of Aliens from Religion, fo as they are kind quoque 
to the religious. Totnes and Setbar-bezni, are tempore 
factum 
eſt inter · 


* P 

ditni 4 noſtra religione, melius ſe geſſetint Evangelicos 

um ibi * or eandem nobifcum — profeſſi ſunr. 
Eld. | 


A Pzoſped. of 
Jewel is worthy of more than a ſingle caft o 
the eye. Saints owe their Eſtates, Lives, ton 
ſtraining-Providence. Jacob could ſee the ſaced 
God in the face ot his brother Eſas, Gu 


33.10, | | 

5- Secure a ſhare in Regenerating - gag 

For, (1.) This is the kernel and cream of ble 

ſings. Without Grace a man is but a tame i 

vil at the beſt. Corn, and Wine, and Oil, mil; 

men jolly z but it's the light of God's cow 

tenance which makes truly glad, Pſal.4.4;, 

(2.) He who hath Regenerating- Providence 

his portion, will not be without a large f 

_ * in Reſtraining · Providence bs 2.— ot, 

om JU! will (faith David) both lay me in peace; | 

— ſep; for thou, Lord, mobel me to del in {ak 

& tento- Pla), 4. . 198 

rium ad | 15 0 

omnem ad vetſam & noxiam vim propulſandam plus viriamh 

bet, quam — —— & i arietw in itim 

arces, nacula ; rode 

ferreis 2 integumenta, h 

laminis ac tegulis 3 illorum ligamina, horam 
Curt w. in Prov. p. 633» 
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" OBSERVATION XXI. 

AM PROVIDENCE i the Bird of the 
dr, which whiſtles deeds of dark- 
«ll neſs to. light. 

Ul- 

Fa CHAP. I. 


EFORE, was ſhewed how Providence 
bears down fin- in the world; and one 
wy, amongſt others, was by way of detecti- 
on or diſcovery, Hereby, fin intended, is ſome- 
times prevented; as the killing of Faul by cer- 
uin ol the Jews, who had banded together to 
io the fa, 44; 23. 12, &. Hereby ſome are 
mide examples of ſhame, that ſo others may 
be deterred from giving way to like abomi- 
nations, as in Ananias and Sapbira*s caſe; great 
ſtar came upon all the Church, and upon as many 
# beard theſe things, Acts 5. 11. Providence then 
s very remarkable in the dif-vizzarding men 
ud this appears two ways: 

. From expreſs and implied aſſertions, or 
cautions bottomed on aſſertions. Job 12. 22. 
te diſcovereth deep things out of darkyeſs : and 
bringeth out to light the ſhadow of death. And 
kecleſe 10. 20, Curſe not the King, no ust in thy 
thought ; and curſe not the rich in thy bed-cham- 
fer a bird of the air ſpall carry the voice; and 
= kt which bath wings ſhall tell the matter. So 

R Luke 
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Luke 8. 17, For notbing is ſecret, '+hat ſpal a 
be made manifeſt; neither any ibing bid, os 
ſhall not be known and come abroad. 

2, From Excmplifications ; which m 
diſtinguifh't according to deeds of darkath; 
which are ſo termed; as fin within is & 
red to darkneſs, and Satan the Prince of dis 
nefs, ate both Mother and Nurſe to' (bd 
deeds in the general: But more particulath, 
and to the matter in hand, in regard of f- 
crecy, as affecting the dark, Epbeſ. 5. 11, u 
Theſe deeds of darkneſs do reſpect the fit 
Table and fecond, in a way- of — 
duties commanded. Now each of theſe 
deeds of darkoefs are brought to lighty 11 

1. Examples there are of the firſt tort, 
firſt Patents ſinned againſt God in eati 
forbidden fruit, the Lord himſelf pla 
Anatomiſt , and lays open the bowe!s of tht 
tat, Gen, 3. 8 Ge. Heban's em "the 
Covenant, is found out, Foſh. 7 1 
40. Tad his Hypocriſſe ends in — 
poſtalie, Mz, 26. 14, 15. ö 
Sacriledg hath the Curtain drawn from been 
it, by the hand of Peter, ' As 5. Siu h 
his Sorcerics and painted Atheitarare nun 
ed, Atis 8. 

2, Examples of the later ſort there rolls 
wile. The eye that mockgth at bis farbe, nid 
ſpiſeth 10 obey bis mother, the ravens of ile 
ſhall pick it out, andthe young eagtey ſpol 
Prov. 30. 17. Cain's murdering his brother 
Abel, is found out by the Lord, Gen. 4. 8 gy 
Fudal? s Uncleannels hath a Signet, and N 
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let; and Staff, to diſcover it, Gen, 38.16, 24, 25. 


— > merpr of the He- 
s it is ſaid Gen. 40.15. the Plagiariſm or 
Theft of the Brethren is laid open. The wick - 
ed forgery and perjury in the caſe of Noboth, 
Jeſt on record, 1 oy, 21. Theſe inſtances 
of- both ſorts may ſufhce, It were eaſie to en- 
here from Hiſtory. I paſs to the accom» 
tion or improvement. 


—— — — —— 
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CHAP, IL 


971. 1 
0 * ERVE an Argument to prove 
1 Providence, from the wonderful diſco- 

ies which are made of the deeds of dark - 
mls, Though all deeds of darkneſs do not 
ume to light in this world yet this may ſuf- 
ke; Divers do: ome are diſcovered to 
a Providence; others reſerved from a 
every, to intimate a day of general Judg- 
meat. Thete arc ſeveral Obſetvables, which, 
Hahey are ſeriouſſy conſidered, do abundantly 
commend to us the Providence of God in mat- 
ters of this nature. 

. The ſmall and various threads on which 
1diſcovery doth ſometimes hang. Unleſs the 
hand of Providence did faſten theſe together, 
md keep them from being broken, the tinner 
had not been drawn out of his Dungeon by 
them, How many windings and turnings were 
there of Providence, ere the horrid fact of Jo- 


2. — comes to theit father's know · 


R 2 2, The 
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2. The long. diſtance of | time ſometimi 
between the perpettation of "ſome fact, an 


the diſcovery of it. One would think ſuch 
ſuch 'a decd of © darknels were dead, 
end never like to iſa agaid in- this won 
There were divets - yeats paſt ere 
brethren were taken to task by Fr 
order to a diſcovery. I could inſtance j — 
woman who liv'd thirty years aſter a; Mar 
der committed; and the Houſe where fe 
liv'd being after to be altered, in regard a 
was not convenient for the making of Gu 
powder, being twice blown up 3. in digging 
bones were found : and the Woman,  whohu 
changed her habitation, was apprc hended, ul 
convicted out ot her own conteſſion. 
3. The notable ſagacity and quick ſighted 
nelb of ſome who are concerned to ſcarch int 
matters. Thete is ſometimes much of rm 
dence to be noted. Counſel in the heart of mu 
is like deep water, but a man of. underfignding 
will draw it out, Prov. 20. 35. In the 
verſie of the Harlots about the living - 


Solomon's Judgment was more ſharp dba 


Sword, 1 King. 3. 16, to the end, 

4. Angelical Miniſtry, which Providence doth 
often uſe in order to diſcovetics. Foſeph is wary 
ned by an Angel of. the Lord, how Herod had 
a deſign to murder Chriſt, Mat. 2. 13. I make 
no queſtion, but the Angels who cover theit 
faccs before the Almighty, do inviſibly u- 
cover many a deed of .darkneſs. They are the 
Intelligencers in matters of this,nature, And 
* they do not oppear in places of Judi 
Catuic, 


4 i 
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cature, y may alſiſt there, and promote 


et 
(invifibly) Diſcoveries, I have heard of one 


ho had an Apparition, Which willed him 


p accuſe @ certain party of Murder commit- 
2 * withal, bid the man ask certain que- 
ens and in caſe the proof did not take, 
the Spirit would appear in the place of Judi- 
cature ; On the rumour of this, a great con- 


courſe there is of people to behold the Ap- 


parition 3 and out of the Croud, ' Witneſſes 
are found to evince the murderous fact; for 
the queſtions referring to the Murder, as go- 
ing through ſuch an hedg, waſhing his ſhooes 
at luch a place, being denied, ſome there did 
dir the contrary atteſt, being thus providenti- 
allyUrawn together with others; and ſo the 
Judg condemns the man, not becauſe of the 
Apparitjon, but upon proof made ſecundum 
ata & probata. 
F. The variety of ways which Providence 
hath to lay open the deeds of darkneſs. Provi- 
dee doth ſometimes blow off the paint by 
the' warm breath of the guilty parties them- 
ſelves, Their own conſciences, words, catria- 
j witnels the evils committed. Many came, 
id confeſſed, and ſhewed their deeds, Acts 19. 18, 
9, Again, ſometimes by the breath of others, 
who if they were not Aſſociates, yet were ſome 
wy or other privy to ſuch deeds. A Febx 
ſtories of Ahab's Court, and what paſt be- 
hre, 2 King, 9. 25, 26, 
Moreover, Providetce doth make good the 


gle demonſtrative or paſſage, Tamar 
| R 3 ſcnds 


K againſt the guilty, ſometimes by ſome 
one 9 
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ſends a greeting to her father, ſaying, By the 
man why; theſe are, am I with child, Gen, 3 
Again, ſometime by a concurrency of matters, 
A bundle of ſticks is not broken, though taken 
apart they are eaſily ſnapt aſunder. Providence is 
wonderful, in bringing forth the ſeveral links 
of the Chain, which pull the Guilty . out of 
their cloſe Coverts, to their bluſh and conſuſ- 
on of face. bs 


2. Give not way to Abominations upon pre 
ſumption of ſecrecy. It is folly, and a delufiog 
of Satan, to conſent to temptations, becauſe of 
ſecrecy. 

1, Suppoſe the guilts of ſome eſcape the 
eye of men in this world, Art thou ſure that 
thine ſhall? The Lord ſeeth all, and may gin 
others to ſee what thou doſt. And I will an 
near t0 you to judgment; and I will be « ſwif 
witneſs againſt the ſorcerers, and againſt the adul- 
terers, and againſt falſe ſwearers, and againſt thoſe 
that oppreſs the bireling in bis wages, the wid 
and tbe fatherleſi, and that turn afide the flr 
from bis right, and fear not me, ſaith the wy 
Hut, Mal 3.5. And Pſal. 44. 21, Sball not G 
— this ont? for be knowetb the ſcerets of the 

cart. 

2. There is an heavy judgment on parties 
in their uncontrollable liberty which they take 
in the Vaults of darkneſs. The hand of Fra 
dence lies heavy on them in a judiciary way, 
waillt the finger of Providence doth not point 
out to the world their fins, for which they 
Might take an holy ſhame, and amend, TY. 
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mercy to David, that Nathan was ſent to him, 
28am,t2. with Pſal, 51, On the other hand, 
Pribidence doth puniſh, when it doth not pun- 
1, H. 4. 14. To go on in the broad-way to 
deltruction without check, is the ſuburbs of 
damnation, 
„ A'day will come when all will out before 
legels and Men. In Kow,2.16, In the day ben 
i ſhall judg the ſecrets of men actording to my 
I, And 1 Cor. 4, 5. Therefore judg wotbing 
e the time, until the Lord come, who will bring 
to light the bidden t bings of darkneſs, and will make 
nanifeft the counſels of the bearts, and then ſhall 
wery man baue praiſe of God. To this of the A- 
polite, add what Solomon hath as pertinent for 
jad here; and oh that it might put a peri- 
to:further deeds of darkneſs: Fear God and 
ye bis commandments, for this #4 the whole duty of 
n: fer God ſhall bring every work into judg- 
ment, with every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether it he «244, Kccleſ. 12. 13, 14. 
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OBSERVATION XX. 


PROVIDENCE runs parallel withth 
line of man's = * Or, Providene 
reacheth from the Grave of ibe Won, 
to the Womb of the Grave. hy 


CHAP, L 


S there is a general inſpection of Gal 
A. over all the Creatures, as hath been by 
fore ſhewed ; ſo there is a more ſpecial ow 
Man, the Flower of the Creation, next to; 
gels. And this more ſpecial Inſpection, Car, 
or Providence, is co-extenſive to the liſe of 
man z which may be evidenced from the Sci 
ture, as followeth. 1 
1. It is plainly and poſitively aſſerted. Ti 
Lord looketh from heaven, be beboldetb all beſo 
ou of men from the place of bis babitation. He ft 
tioſom Mioneth their hearts alikg : be conſidereth all la- 
alatium, works, Pſal. 33. 13,14, 15. To every thing ther #« 


— See Mat. 10. 29, 30, 31. 

ſuum per _ 12 
omnes mundi partes cum ſummd tatione & ſapientiâ exerett 
Hdoberws Saws) Habs * | 


regte © 7 time to be born, and a time to dye, &e, Eccleſ.3 a. 


3. J 


fed Dei ſeaſon, ant a time to every purpoſe under the beau 
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. It's acknow d by the Lord's le 
A addteſſes 1 But thou art EA 
wal ne ont of the womb ; thou dict make me hope 
abr I upon my matbers breaft: I was caſt upon 
thee from the womb : thou. art my God from my 
others belly, Pſal. 23. 9, 10, O God, thou baſt 
be tanght we from my youth : and bitherto have I de- 
uni wordrow works nom alſo when I am old, 
N algo body, 0 God forſake me not, Plal, 71. 
u.. * | 

5 Otherwiſe that Principle of undoubted 
Verity, In him we live, and move, and haue our be- 
ag, Acts 17. 28. would expire be ſore man 
breathe out his laſt, If there be not a con- 
unt motion of Providence from life to death, 
the ſenſe muſt be, Ia him we live not, move 
wt, and have not out being. 

The Scripture deſcends particularly, 
% To the Actions of man. (2.) To what be- 
fills man, and that by way of reference to the 
Providence of God: | 

Firſt, The Actions of man fall under a 
threefold conſideration :; | 

1. As Natural, as eating, drinking, walk- 
ing, talking, ſleeping, theſe are ſubjected to 
the Providence of God. They are like to make 
but a poor meal, who have both mouths and 
meat, if they find not grace in the cyes of 

the Lord. While the fleſh was yet between the 
teeth of the Iſraelites, yer it was chewed, the 
Prath of the Lord was kindled againſt the people, 
Numb, 11. 33. O Lord, I know that the way of 
nat is not iu bimſelf : it is not in man that walk- 
th, to dired bis ſteps, Jer. 10,23. But I will come 
[iy ſhortly 
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you, the Lord mill, » [ 
— tbe tongue is from es Ping, 
16. 1. On that night cn not the King oy 
'Efth, 6. 1. For ſo be giveth bis beloved ſleep, bi 
I + J« 6 * 
ef As Civil or Political; ſuch are ploag f 
ing, buying, ſelling---It is ſajd of the Yi 
bandman , bis God doth inftrull- bim to d 
on, and dub teach bn, Ia. 23. 26. Tie 
file James reads to buyers and (ſellers ,a gall 
and ſavoury lecture; he willeth them t6.H 
Providence; for though they are Maſks: 
their own Trade, yet not Maſters ol 
own Lives; and what becomes of the iam 
tional bargains then in a moment? yea; d 
what they have gotten through ſucceeding 
Providence, when they are {wept away by death 
which proves at times the death of the 
Wealth; their Eſtates, and Affuits, lying 
and undigeſted, and being leit in the 
Fools, or Knaves ? See James 4. 13, 14, 
3. As Moral; aud that whether poor 
bad, As for actions good; no man, i 
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he forget himſelt to be a man, will 
iate that to himſelf as a Fountain, of wi 

— is but a Ciſtern: for who maketh thee t 
from another and what baft thou that then 
not receive now if thou didi receive it, why # 
thou glory as if thou badjt not received it? 1 Cut 
4. 7. See Fame: 1.17. And as for actions bil, 
which are vulgarly fo termed ; though Pra 
dence be not an author of them, yet it 81 
ſpotleſs actor in and about them: the (ol 
acts in a man's lame-foot , and yet lament 
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e on the ſoul. God is an holy 
300, notwithſtanding the diſplays of Provi- 


been diſcovered, 
What befalls man, is reducible to the 
of God. Not only the Honey, but 


Sony, 


the Gall of man's life, hath its being from 


lim, 1 forms the light, aud create darkyeſs: I makg 
af and create evil: I the Lord dr all theſe 
, IIa. 45. 7. Job, in that Doxology of his, 

pwledgeth this, The Lord gave, and the Lord 


hah due ame, Job 1. 21. 
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1 "00K back how Providence hath dealt 
with thee in time 2. did ſo, as 

x left on record, Gen. 48. Moſes, the Man of 

12 the book of Deateronomy, which may 


de termed the book of Moſes Farewel- 
nons, Ser) a Month before his death 


0 tve) doth commend to the Iſ- 
eg a ſurvey of God's Providence towards 
n he willeth them particularly to take a 

both of Mercies and Afflictions. Thy 
ent (ſaith he) waxed not old upon thee; nei- 
ther did thy foot ſwell theſe forty years ; thou 
an alſo confider in thine beart, that as a man cha- 
feneth” bis ſon, ſo the Lord thy God chaſtenetb thee, 
Deut. B. 4, 5. 

2. Take encouragement for time to come, 


{9 trult in God. Some are miſcrably baffled 
with 


in and about the Sins of men, as hath 
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A Nope of; 
with temptatious fot faturity,, How (ball th 
do! What may befall them, and the like ! hey 
is both an Antidote and a,, Remedy agai 


this Diſeaſe. Providence runs parallel, with, d 


line of lite; and this may quiet and comp 
the ſpirit, if well thought on and imp 
But more particularly confides here thm 
things. He 1 
1. Providence is not tired. It is a mighy 
Giant, not wearied with half-racing. Hd 
tbou not known? baſt thou not beard, thatth 
everlaſting God, the Lord, thy Creator of the ended 
the earth, fainteth not , neither is weary, 
40. 28. 4 
2. The experience of an hitherto- 
dence, may (ſweetly invite to wait on God i 
futurity. So David reaſoneth, Thou art 
O Lord : and the Lord will lighten my 
for by. thee I baue run thorow a troop : by 
baue I leaped over a wall, 2 Sam, 22. 29, 
Paul too, 2 Cor, 1. 9, 10. 10 
3. The Promiſes are not empty breaſts, That 
is cnough in them to keep faith from ſta 
Remember that, Heb, 13. 5. Let your es 
tion be witbout covetouſneſs, and be content wilt 
ſuch things as you have; for be bath ſaid, I 


never leave thee nor forſake thee. g 
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OBSERVATION xx. 
= are the fignal Sales, remarkable 
"Excurſions or 95 Providence, 
ga tlg reſpe@ the — of men in the 
i 1.1 en 

34 ? C H A P. I. 
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EFORE was ſhewed, how Providence 
tuns hand in hand, as it were, with man, 
from the Cradle to the Crutch of old age; a 
thete is from the birth, even to death, 
mow ſomething offers. it ſelf to be ſpo- 
bey'vato. as remarkable in this Race; and this 
terme - forth,, under the notions of ſignal 
ballen, remarkable Excurſions, os Diſplays of Fro- 
were: And that thete ate ſuch Sallier, Ex- 
in, bcc. appears, 
«From God's manner of appearing to, and 
Ache Patriarchs of old. There were ſome 
Gain and eminent ſeaſons for ſuch appear- 
ces. So Noah had a: diſcovery, to make an 
Ark when the Flood was to be brought, Gen. 
6,13, 14. Abrabam experienceth ſolemn viſits 
of Providence, Gen. 12. 1, 7. Gen. 13, 14, Gen, 
I4 13. with Ia. 41. 2. Gen. 15. 1. Gen. 17.1; 
Gen. 18. 1. Gen. 21, 12. Gen. 22, As God did 
"I Ppear to him, fo for him, and that wonder- 
Ally, according as his caſe was: ſo Gen. 20. 3. 
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Pſal. 105. 14. Others, as , | 
— be inſtanced in, whole lives are-recagh 
ed in the Scriptures 3 and paſſages to tha 
poſe in their lives are obvious, aud m 
touched in the following diſcourſe, and tha 
force I forbear further amplification. 

2. From Promiſes, do —_ 
contain ſuch fignal Sallies, Excurſions, or 

ys of Providence Such as the Tree, 

it. If there be a promiſe to Abrabew;The 
God will give his poſterity a viſit in 
Gen. 15. 14. what follows, but as is ſaid Pſa 
8. Thow baſt brought a vine owt of Egypt, 1. 
there Promiſes referring to Spirituals: 
Temporals? Accordingly will be the Di 
of Providence, as ſhall make mofi fox God ag 
ry, and the good of partics who are conody 
ed in ſuch promiſes. "16 

3. From the Attributes of God, the g 
whercof in an eminent manner the Lc 
ſults at (ome ſeaſons. All che Iſroclie 
were not nights of obſervation, in con 
of that night when the ſtarrs of Gods 
bures did fo gloriouſly ſhine in theit 
forth from Egypt, Exod. 12. 41,42; 80 in 
162 16. When be Lord foal build up Zion; 
ſhall appear in bis glory, There are ſeaſons fot i: 
Lord's Attributes to have on their Felljw 
Robes. Ay 

4, From the object · mattet of ſuch Sai 
Excurſions, or Diſplays of Providence. The d- 
jet may be conſidered in regard of temp 
tals and ſpirituals. The Providence of Goh 


like a glorious Sun, cafis its beam on esch 
fl 4 


Ferrand 


Divine Ppobidence, 


wel We mey here conſider the Sallies of Pro- 
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+ according to the ſubſequent miſcellane- 


Fr; There ae the Nativity · Cradle · Minority- 
— Tes art be that took me out of the 
wad, ſaith the Pſulmift, Plal.22.9. He doth not 
Mid wife, though ſhe might be the mi- 
-Inftrument, Benjamin is born, and his 

yes : when he comes into the world, 
Mother goes out, Gen. 35. 18, 19. Moſer is 
een when » bloody-Statute was on foot a- 
ginſi the Males of the Iſraclizer: there was 
1 Ack of Providence: as well as an Ark of Bull- 
thes ſor his preſervation. -Aconjun@ion 
Was of many gracious acts of Providence, 
yell as an artificial conjunction of the Bull- 
nies, us the ſtory declares, Exod, 2. Our Sa- 
vour Chriſt in his minority us man, had an 
hed o Previdence- ſet about him to keep off 


and goring-Herod, Mat, 2. 13. That 
| t of God Peter Du Moulin, was Utq; mi- 
ly preſerved, bei a little one in rabili Dei 


the Une of the Porifien acre. The mur- — 
thaingi Papi ſhall not ſtop the breath of him quando 
mut live to ſerve God with his Tongue, puer ad 
Ad ent the throat of the Pepi Cauſe with nam, 
bl pen. > =; 1 
705 — 
4 clade Darthelemn A, ſervatus ancillz maximd induſiiia fuiſti. 
Do. Mernbeck, Sum.Controv. Epiſt, Dedic. ad Ain. 
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Saendly, There are ſome Sallies of Provi- 

dun with reſpect to the Calling or Employ- 

went of parties. 80 in Joſeph, who is a _ 
uc 


256 Nabe of; | 
ſuch for wiſdom and truſt in Phorgab's eye, G 
44. 38, 39, 40. Amos relates the ſtory of 
Providence in his call to the Lord's work, 


that aftcr.a ſignat fort, 4 7, 14, 15. 
derful is the Providence at God; ſometimes: 
a ſtrong hyaſſin g of a- Parent's ſpirit to intead 
ſuch or ſuch a Child for the Sacred 
other whiles the Providence of God is we 
ful, in ſo whceling matters, as that a Ch ; 
otherwiſe intended, is like the Flower. de- lu 
the Mariners Card, in motion, till it ſettle 
wards the North pole. The Lord will 
way, or make one, to the Pulpit, or P 
chairs of Divinity. Junius was deſigned 
Court-liſa; his Father Was willing bis ö 
ſhould be godly; but not a Preacher of g. 
lineſs; but yet he is both: for ſo it fellon, 
that before a ſupplicatory Letter (cnt from th 
Son in order to his abiding longer at G] 
comes to the hands of the Father, his Fatha 
was ſlain by the hands of the Popiſh-par 
tumult, as that eminent ſervant of the 
doth declare in the Hiſtory. of his own Lie, out 
Tbirdly, There ate B bin 
vidlence with reſpect to ſome particular Af 
and Negotiations of perſons ; and that, — 
1, By way of proſpering them, Thus 
bam's ſervant in that clauſe of his prayer, of 
„Led God of my maſter Abraham, if nue 208, 
proſper my way which Igo; ĩntimates, Gen. a4 
The Lord was with Foſepb, and he was a pi 
ſperous man, and he was in the houſe of his WW fu, 
ſter the Egyptian, and his Maſter ſaw that A= 
Lord was with him, and that the Lord « : Prop 


Dibine Pꝛobidente. 
aft that he did; proſper in his hand, Ger.39.2,7, 
fl David behaved- himſelf wiſely, and the Lord 
| wich him, 1 Sam. 18. 14. The ſeventy 
Fl (Diſciples ) returned again with joy, ſaying, 
ten Devils are ſubjeQ unto ut through thy 
| — 10. 17. The band of the Lord was 
kl oh them (who were ſcattered by reaſon of 
. tion ), and a great number believed, and 
| ano tbe Lord, Acts 11. 21. For I ( faith 
eil nor dare to ſpeak of any of thoſe things 
ch bath not wrought by me, to makg the Ita mihi 
Ben, obedient by word and deed, through mighty omnibus 
27 wonders, by the power of the Spirit F in rebus, 
y ſor1bat from Ferufalem, and round about” 9nibut- 
into: Diyricum, I bave fully preached the Goſpel 2 Fair * 
| Rom. 15.18, 19. 4 Chriſtus 
| ut etiamſi 


velim,-tamen dicete non. poſſim, quod per me non 
it ut gentes Evangelia obedirent. Beza ad locum. 


"%,"By way of croſſing them, and cutſing 

the Lord ſees fit. Aud in thoſe fimes 

| rat! for a long ſeaſon had been with- 

the true God, and without a teaching- 

55 and without the Law ) there was no 
bim that went out, nor to him that came 

In great vexations were upon all the inba- 
be countreyt; and nation was deſtroyed 
e, and city of city; for God did vex them 
| W all adverſity, 2 Chron.15.3,5,6. by ( (aid 
b to the people) tranſgreſs ye the eom- 

mats of the Lord, that ye cannot proſper ? 

aſe ye bave forſaken the Lord, be bath alfo 
Hein you, 2 Chron. 24. 20. They were, in the 
tet Heggai's time, for their Cieled Houles, 
* | 8 and 


Annal. 


Dec. a. p. morable paſſage of Ferdinand the Emperay 
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A-Peoſpect of" 
and neglected the Houſe of the Lord ; and, 
what ſaith the Prophet ? Te have ſown mug 
and bring in little ; ye tat, but ye haue nat 
he drink, but ye are not filled with drink; * 
clothe yon, but there it none warm: and be tht 
earneth wages, earneth wages to put it into a by 
with holes, Hag. 1.4, 6. Scultetus reports a 0 


who, when battels were unhappily tough, 
ſaid (being very fad ) to his Councellogs24 
wonder. how it comes to paſs that allmyd 
figns fall out very unhappily ! To him oned 
Auſtria couragioully rc plies, ſaying, That which 
in all ages happens to Kings and Emperors the 
ſame, O Empetor, happens to thee, Call tomind 
the Hiſtory of the Kings of Iſrael and 
and thou fhalt find, that for cheir ſpilliag a- 
man blood, and winking at fins; grievous as 
mies by Divine Judgment were ſtirted in 
whom they were not able to reſiſt. If a 
time they did purpoſe to tight the coemy, 
they fought unhappily. Neither therela 
maycſt thou expect any other fortune, ws 
leſs thou dcfilt trom thy purpoſe in 
ing Religion, Thus he to Ferdinand, Andi 
would be well then, when perſons meet vn 
claſhing-<xcurlions of Providence ( a ſeries, Oi 
chain of them) they would think on that Mas. 
, Rebcccab, If it be jo, why am I thus and ſbe un 
and enquirad of the Lord, Gen, 25,32, Or 4 
of Feremiab, Let ws ſearch and try our ® | 
and turn again unto tbe Lord, Lam. 3 40. "Whol t 
Fourtbly, There are the ſignal Salſies of 


vidence in regard of Marriages. Howſe an 


| Didine Pꝛobiden te. 259 
the" inberitance of fathers + and 4 prudent Non 
ie from the Lord, Prov, 19 14. What is 949d dos 
fad of a prudent Wife, doth by a rational pro- ſimpliei- 

hold of a prudent Husband ; both · are ter & pu- 
from the Lord by way of a ſignal Diſpenſati- te non ſit 
on of Providence 3, and are fo, comparatively, dum. Dei 


before Riches and Inheritance. deinde 


* uod ma- 
. quzdam & oculatior fit Dei in Uxorum piarum —_— 
— quam in hæreditatis conſequendz ratione: 


More particularly, there are four things 
re ob(ervable : * 
. The party or parties conſidered. This 
man, and not another, notwithſtanding (it 
way be ſometimes ) probabilities in regard of 
order; and ſo this woman, and not another, 
ad that though born and bred at a diſtance, 
Lab 1. 16. wich Ruth, 4 6. 10. 
, The occaſion, way, or means, how 
brought together. Moſes flies into the land of 
Mien, and there he marries Zipporab, (ee 
2. 21. Ruth was drawn off from her 
own Countrey; and in the way of pious and 
Wduftrious poverty, aſcends from a Gleaner 
the feld, to be the Miſtris in the houſe; ſee 
ne There is a wonderful connexion of 
gs, by way of an introduction to marri- 
ol parties, to be obſerved ſometimes. 
4 The time when (ome (at leaſt) enter on 9 
as ſtate of Matrimony. - Some who ſeem to 
che flower of their age, meet with a good 
i. Delays of Providence ate recompenced 
* the comfortable returns of © Providence, 
S 2 Iſaac 


re 2A. 


N Paofyec of 
I[aac had a good Wife in Kebecrah at and ity 
laid of him, he was forty years old hen ; 
took Rebeceab, Though the like age 
now requixcd, in regard they were 
liv'd in that age of the world; yet it way 
well if perſons would. play the. 1/aacy, bs, ps 
ous, ſolid, know the duties of a mat 
eſtate, before marriage. No wonder it Chi 
be not at the Weddings of ſome, when Many 
mon, Pride, Raſhnets, Diſcontent of ben 
and the like, lead the Bride to Church. 
Rari ſunt 4. The wonderful ſympathy and conſom 
quibus cy of affection between * parties, and 
— ob though, there arc other men and other 
Nita == men, Which in regard of beauty, parts, ad 
orum, wealth, may rather commend them. Thetmy 
cao. are one fleſh (Gen 2, 24.) not only in regni 
of the. Lord's Inſtitution, but love and off 
on, for the main Kept up. To theſe thug 
may be added the ſignal diſplays of Providae 
in regard of Children, the fruit of Maria. 
There is a remark diſplay of Providence (ome 
times in not having them. So Fer, 22,30, Th 
ſaith the Lord, Write this man cbildleſs, & 
And there is, on the other hand, as remarki 
- . dilplay in the having of them; as in Sarah h. 
ving an Iſaac, Gen. 18 14. Hannah a Sama, 
1 Sam. 1. 20. with ch. 2. Elizabeth a Fobn the By: 
tit, Luke 1.13. with 18, 

Fiftbly, There are the allies of Prad 
in order to the converſion of parties to God 
or goodneſs. Paul makes a narrative how 
good Shepherd brought home the loſt ſheep 
Acts 26. He declircs there what he was by ir 

cure, 
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wine Providence. 

, and what he is by grace. He who was the 
Prieſts Blood - haund, becomes a Lamb 
of Chailf's Fold. Free- grace was eminently 
played in his converſion; for the:vexy time 
of his rage and madneſs againſt the people. of 
God, was the time of God's dropping grace 
into his heart, Chriſt then planted, him on 
Hints ground, when he intended to root up 


"Chriſtians. Here I might inſiſt on, (1.)The oc- 


akon, means remote and near. (2,) The time 
ben. (3.) The manner how Providence is con- 
verſant about the calling home of parties. But 
this might prove too large an Excurſion in this 


\ Sixtbly,, There are the ſallies of Provid:nce 
in regard of mortification-work, ot progreſs 
n the ways of God. The Houſe of the Cbri- 
i js. not built as ſoon as the foundation is 
hid, There is growth in grace, aud in the knows 


418. How the Lord doth promote this work, 
my in brief be touched in three things: 
1. By way of diſcovery of ſlips and finful 
mprudenciecs, even after converſion, Even a 
David needs a Nathan to alarum him, 2 Sam. 12. 
wd-though ſome do not fall fo toully as David 
dd, in regard of heinous fins; yet the ſinſul 


imprudencics after converſion, are matter for 


bumiliation, The breakiugs forth of ſpiritual 
pride, raſhneſs, cenſoriouſneſs, and ſuch like 
evils, unto which young Converts: or weak 
Chiidians ate incident, have a day of reckon- 
ing in the Court of Providence. The brighter 
ud clearer the Sun breaks in at the Window, 
ti ; 33 the 


lag eur Lord Feſus Criſt, required, 2 Pet. 
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A Pipes of 
the better is diſcerned a ſmall obſect, as 'apig 
on the ground. At firſt, when the Chriſtian 


San did not ſhine fo clear, he diſcerned groſſet 


evils ; but now he comes to behold more ig 
ward and ſpiritual evils, | | 
2. By exerciſing them with variety of con- 
ditions. Theſe Soldiers know what it is tobe 
in gariſon, and what it is to be in the field, 
They have had both calms and ſtorms onthe 
Sea of this World. Witneſſes hereof, ate Aba 
bam, Facob,Moſes, David, Fob, Paul, with othen, 
Theie had their divers temptations or trial s 
is ſaid Famer 1. 2, *. 

3. By quickning them to the uſe of mea 
in order to progreis. «As new born baber, deſire 
ye the ſincere milk of the word, that ye maygrow 
thereby, ſaid Peter, 1 Pet. 2 2. The Spouleteth- 
eth him whom her ſoul loveth, Cant. 3. 1, 2. A 
for her ſpiritual lazineſs and drowtineſs, Chil 
had withdrawn himſelf; and then ſhe is the 
more ſecretly (tirred up to ſeek after him, Can. 
3, 5, 6, 7, 8. Pertinent to this, is that of Fudts 
direction for progreſs ; But ye beloved, buildng 
#p your ſelves in your moſt holy faith, prayinginthe 
Holy Ghoſt, keep your ſelves in the leve of God, 
looking for the mercy of our Lord Jeſws Chrift, ut 
eternal life, Jude 1. 20, 21. N 

Seventbly, There are the (allies of Prouidum 
in regard of Temptations which befall per- 


ſons. There are certain buffeting ſeaſons when . 


Satan is let looſe, and that not without 4 wik 
and righteous hand of God. Thus in Davids 
numbring the people, 2 Sam.24.1, with 1 Chron, 
21.1. It is (aid, Then ws Feſus led wp of the H. 
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Dibine Pzobidence. 
ri imo thewilderneſs tobe tempted of the Devil, 
Mt. 4. 1. And as there is a buff-ting-ſcaſon, fo 
is 5 telioving (ally of Providence more 
ordinary, when the tempta tion is ſo. The 
Lord ſaid meto Simon, Sinn, bcbold Satan bath 
ad to hate you, that be may ſift you 4s wheat: 
tus I bave prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not, 
23. 31, 32. Though Peter fell, and t hat 
— yet, as he fell by his riſing too high in his 
own contidence, v. 33. ſo he tiſes from his fal- 
ling, v. 62, and by his falling; for he becomes 
more humble Chriſtian afterwards, Fob. 21. 


1, 16, 17. To this inſtance of Peter, add that 


ot Pani, 2 Cor, 12. 7, 8,9. 

Eightbly, There are the ſallies of Providence 
in xegard of Calamitics. Theſe are not the 
birth of Heatheniſh Fortune or Chance. See 
ww (faith God) that I, even I, am be; and there 
ir no God with me: I kill, and I make alive; I 
wund, and I heal : neither is there any that can de- 
liver ont of my band, Deut. 3 1. 39. The black 
Horſe, and the red Horſe, and the pale Horle, 
Rev. 6, were (if I may ſo phraſe it) ſadled in 
the Stable of Providence, ere Providence rid cir- 
euit in way of Judgment on them. Divine Pro- 
vidence may be ſtiled the Maſter of theſe Hor- 
ſes; for upon the opening of the ſeals, away 

allop theſe Horſes, that is, wrathful Diſpen- 

jons, to take place in the World, according 
to the Contents of the (ſcaled Book there, 

Nintbly, There are the (allies of Providence ig 
regard of external Merciesz of which, perſons 
dre in an eminent way made the ſubjects of. 


5 Thierc is a Plain ſtamp on this Coin, the image 


84 or 


264 


over Iſrael; and that he had exalted his Kings 


A Paoſpect of *  * 
or ſuperſcription of Providence is: very. legible 
Abjmileeb, and Piebol the chief Captain of hi 
Army, come to Iſaac, and ſaid, We ſaw ai 
that the Lord is with thee, &c. Gen. 26.28 29. 

is ſaid of David, He went on, and grew great, 1 
the Lord God of H le wa with bim. Hiram, Kiny 
of Tyrwy ſends me ſſeugers to him; yea, he p 
ceived that the Lord had eſtablubed him King 


dem ſor his people Iſrael's ſake, 2 Sam: 5,10, 
112. When the Lord turned again ie c ii 
Zion, me were like them that dream; then wa 
our mouth filled with laughter, 41d. our. 
witb ſinging : then ſaid tbey among the. beatherh 
Lord bath done great things for them, Pal. 1 
1, 2- a oe 
Teuibly, There are the ſallies of Providem u 
regard of Habitation,, Now the Lord had ſai 
unto Abraham, Get thee out of thy county, "a 
from thy kindred, and from thy. fathers bouſe un 
'a land that I will ſhew thee, Gen. 12. 1. Jai bath 
a call to leave Laban, to be gone from him 
whoſe countenance was not toward. him 28 h 
fore, Gen. 31. 2,3, Moſes muſt no longer 
the Flock of his Father Fethro; he wult log 
aſter another Flock, the Lord's people, E 
3. 10. Then ſpake Eliſha to the woman ( whoſe je 
be had reſtored to life) ſaying, Ariſe, aud go thi 
and thy bowſhold,” aud ſchurn whereſoever this 
einſt ſojourn : for the Lord bath called for a fuming, 
and it ſball alſo come upon the lang ſeven yar 
2 King 8.1. The Angel of the Lord apppearath # 
Joſepb in a dream, ſaying, «Ariſe and tal the 
did, and bis_nuther, and fee into Egypt, = 
I 
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Nobidente. 

e ent I bring thee word : for Herod will 
the young child to defiroy bim, Mat.2.13, Thus 
* diſplay ele in the change ol 
bitat ion and they who change their pla- 
ording as there is a Warrant or rational 

d ſoto do, have experience, that though 
change their places, yet not their God. 7a- 
though. he left his Fathcr's Family, yet 
met. with his Father's God elſewhere, Gen. 


28, 16, 
© Bleventhly, There are the (allies of Provi- 
in regard of Journeys. This is of ſome 
n to the former, and yet a difference there is. 
* Bee goes abroad, yet keeps to the old 
five. Some are not fo coopꝰd up at their accu- 
hawed homes, but there are occaſions and ra- 
onal inducements to be abroad. Now Provi- 
r is on its journey, whilſt they are on theirs. 
A wonderful Providence there was in the jougney 
Jacob's ſons into Egypt, Gen. 43. 1,34 Feen 
own into Egypt for Corn, and ſo the Sheaf- 
is fulfilled, and they are there threſhed 
their chaff, v. 9, and 21. Joſepb by a 
od Providence is found by -a man, when be- 
hold he 115 in the field, Gen. 37.15, 
16,17. Moſes in his journey to t, meets 
Bo. ſtartling · Providence, EA 2 Eliſba 
n his journey at Sbunem, meets with courte- 
entertainment, 2 Kings 4. 8, 9, 10. Exrs's 
purney of Prayer, proves a journey of Provi- 
, Ezra 8.21, 23. It is (aid of Chriſt, he muſt 
een John 4.4. As there might 
reaſon for his going thorow Semaris, in re · 
bad ol the ſeitustion of Samaria, that being 


the 
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eee 
the wiy to the plact inteuded 3, fo there mig 
be another reaſon, namely his win Wr 


cbnverſion of the wotnan there, together wh 


her neighbours, v. 39, Thu from theſe 
the like Scriptures it may be evidenced; ti 
there is much of Providence in journeys, '"w 
that both as to Temporalsand Spirituals, A 
ctions and Mercies. It's wiſdom to take Gel 
along with one iu journeys on earth, and 
— the great journey towards Heaven. 
Twelfthly, There are the allies of Pro. 
dence in regard of ſome glorious Diſcover 
God to the Soul by way of conſolation, E 
day is not in this ſenſe a Chriſtian's 4 
day. Jacob had a golden dream indeed, wit 
in it, Behold I am with thee, and will keep th, 
faith the Lord to him, Gen. 28. 15. That pi 
ſage of ſignal Providence was never to be far 
Fete ac ib; it was of uſe to him thut 
if whole life: it was not an every-day's 1» 
vidence, though he had experience of God 
vidence every day. In 1 Kings 14. 9. Gody' 
pcaring twice to Solomon is there taken non 
of. Paul was caught up into the third Hrivta, 
'" 2Cor.12.2. I make no queſtion but divers Sant 
of God have had ſomewhat like experienced 
God's out-goings towards their ſouls. Then 
ate ſome high-days of Providence, if I maj 
fo term them; and oh that ſuch high-dp 
(where and when they are) may not puff ; 
perſons. | 
Lafily, There are the ſallies of Provident 
regard of Death; and that as they reſpect, 
1, The fore-tunning, wathing, preparatory 
. A 


Dre 
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of- Death. Moſer and Foſhna Tang. 
ſweetly, Mer Swans; before their death. cmi 
hat Probidexney in the woman's anoint - 
{his feet with ointment of Spikenard, Ler 
he #bite (ſaid he to grumbling Juda ): againſt” 
72 burying bath ſhe kept thun, Joh. 12.7. 
Its tecorded of Sir Antbeny Wingfield, ſlain af Memors- 
Infin' Britain, in che year 1594, That at his vie, f. 
lu going into Britain, he ſo diſpoſed of his Engliſh 
Hate, as if he were never to retutn ; and the Generals 
un day, or day before his death, took fach or · under Sir 
kn for his debts, as if he had z prefage of his Fob» Ner- 
ad, Some have fore-told the diy of their 4G 
lach: others Have dropt ſuch paſſages at 
times, when no viſible ſigns of death then, as 
ler have been better und erſtood by their ſor- 
woſul Friends. 
2 Theſe Death ſalltes reſpect the kind of 
Aab. The Lord takes ſome out of the world 
i way of Martyrdom, as Stepben, Adr 7. 59. 
Janes, Als 12.2, Others dye a natural death, 
ad that notwithſtanding all the attempts of 
un to the contrary. This was Lather's caſe, 
vho dies in his bed, do Emperor arid Pope 
what they can to the contrary. 
„ Theſe Death - ſallies reſpe& aſſiſtance - 
4 Satan then. The Devil is buſie then. 1 
f always ( faith a pious Divine) obſcrv&d, Me. Fobn 
tr*when Satan moſt tempteth the truly re- Far{ow 
Nous, they ſeldom recover that ſickneſs : he 4 
bath great skill to diſcover how nature is . 73. 
weakned, and therefore taketh the fitteſt time 24. pag. 
or that purpoſe, It's reported of Mr. Pemble, 30. 
ww the Tempter aſſaulted him by = 
| Ty 
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enen 
llogiſm on his death · beck as iwas underfing} 


ſyllogiſm 
Pemble' 


$ denying ſometimes the Major, + 


- whites. the, Minor-Raopolicien, Our 


viour Chriſt, when the time of his Pag 
drew nigh, Cid to his Apprehenders, This 


your bour and. power of -darkyeſs, Luke 2355 


Aud what darts Satan (hat at him in the 


of People, Soldiers, the Maleſactor, may be 


1 5 derſtood, Locke 23. 34, to 40. As the temptath 


ons may be more, than ordinary then, ſo atetk 


ſullies of- Providence in a way of aſſiſtance. Ity 


ſaid in reſet ence to Chriſt, when the bitter Cy 
was in his hand, there appeared an Angel fron 
Heaven, ſttengthning him, Lak 22. 43. Th 
Lord helps his people in ſhooting this gu 
They will be out of gun-ſhot in a little tin 
and Death will be the death of temptation; 
The Sheep ſhall not be pluck't out of Cn 
hand, though Satan catch at them, Fobs iu 
4. And laſtly, Theſe Death - ſallies reſpe@ 
Comforts at death, which are diſpenced ala 
a more than ordinary fort to ſome, al 
Stepben's caſe, Ads 7.55, The learned andyion 
Rivet in his laſt hours, ſeems to have had tt 
of the Heavenly Inheritance, a firit-bavſel d 
Heaven, adawning of the joyful day of Ex 
'gity- And thus far of the Sallies of Freu 


in regatd of Death, and other matters, as hat 


been infilied on, The Improvement of fud 
Sallies follows, 5 


ch 
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Abs ER VE and note well: the Sallies 
AF of Providence. If Gold- filia gs are with 
„Aer up, much more are the Wedges 

Rey. It is obſervable:how there is a note of at · 


tines of the Sallies of Providewce, in the Sacred 


a., Be thankful to God ſor What, dare yon 
had in the ſignal Sallies of :Providence:om 


pup thy Cart when it was vverturn 


a droken one? What remains now, but the 


the Red -ſea, Exod. 1 5. 1. We read of the Wri- 
ting of Hezekjab King of Judab, when he had 
been ſick, and was recovered of his ſickneſs, Iſa. 
3. 9. Faul is affected with the Lord's deliver- 
ioghim out of the mouth of the Lion, 2 Tim. 
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of Providence, to truſt God both for thy (elf and 
Relations. God's Saints have ſo done; their 
luth in running back ward, hath fetch'd a leap 
forward, So David in 1 Sam, 17. 37. So Paul, 
Tim, 4. 18. Abrabam had an eye to the Sallies 
of Providence tor his Son's marriage, Gen. 24. 
6,7. he uſeth the means, ſends his ſer vant on a 
Nup- 
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Gold to be choice ly laid up under Lock and 
tention or obſervation prefixt) to the Narra- 


Sgipr ute : ſee Gema8. 12. Gen. 35. 15. 1 Ling. 14 
in King. 19. 7. Hal. 78. a0. AGs l0,jỹ; | - 
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behalf. Hat h Providence ſtept in for thy 
IT ſupph*d* thee with * Hm Wheel 22 


hrating the Name of God with Holeluqabsr? 
The Iſraelites had:their Song for that Sally at 


3. Learn from the meditation of the Sallies 


s # #«a#+4S 


122 — 
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Nititur Nuptial-Embaſſi, and ſo acquieſceth in Gai 
ergo A- Providence. The Sallies of Providence on the by 
aber, half of Children, are the beſt portion, Thy 
| ar 4 who can leave little or not hing to or 
docet yet it they leave them an intereſt in th 
omnia of Divine Providence, do'teave them enough, 
gerenda what is wanting one way, theſe Sallies of hy 
eſſe in |; :-*ce male up another way. Oh that Part 
24... therefore: would take leſs care, by taking mn 

ve mag · care ; leſa cave ſos the Earth, aud more for Nu 
num, five ven] The. way to have things go well, u 
exile ap- Parents and Children tò bave God fol ub 
go — . e But of this ivik 
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uſitata, 8 ER ut lætem F famous in 
omnem ſofir} in R Gu Pro zender videtur res 
& obs pr 44 N. ſed in 
pretio 2 eg Abraba ade ut non audi 
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vers places: appropriated to perſdns ; fo 
in the great Houſe of Providewe: {ome are the 
Children, and have their lodgings; others Ser · 
mats and Scavengers, who though they have 
fame relation to the Houſe, yet are not mem« 
bers of the Houſe comparatively with others. 
There are three Courts or Circles in which 
men may be contidered. "E 158 
t. There is the large and outmoſt Circle of 
common or general Providence. : Here all men, 
the wort of men, even the Pagan-Pagans, may 
teplaced. The Lord maketb his ſun toriſe on the 
ail and on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt 
- onthe mju, Mat.5.45, Nevertheleſs be left 
n binſelf without a witneſs, in that be did good, 
ad gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful ſea» 
ſort, filing our bearts with food and gladneſs faith 
leu to the Paganiſh people at Lyftra, Ads 
$1417. | 
. There is the intermediate Circle of ſpe- 
al or limited Providence, which reſpects mem- 
bers 


e r eee 
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bers in common of the viſible Church, y 
| the Few: were committed the Oracles of & 
| _ 3-2. they arc N children of 
dom, na AS oured. yþ hen 
with ths 0 2. and Dot inances, Mat, 
8. 12. * 
vY, Ther) is we inmo# Circle of pet 
and finguter\\Providence;.\ In this Circle ate thy 
Elect ot God, and Called of bim im Chis 
ſus. The former Circle is a viſible one; th 
inviſible ; the former pf ;larger: circutmſet 
than this later; for many are called, but few 
cen, Mat: mz. 14. The Apoiiſt Paul doit 
ſeribe this hy Cakes of; an hauiſe, in u 
art veſſels oi divers. ſorts; not Only veſldgy 
gold and ſil ver, hut alſo of wood: and of e 
tame to , ins ſome to difhonour, af | 6 
280 0 £92 039 Int f ; as : 
To what hath been, ſaid of the ſe dit 
Courts, may be added what doch furthe þ 
pear from Rom, 2. where tio thing? ate 
ſer vable :; * 
1. Thedifſercnvddleriptions of pertiese 4 
The Gentile is ſet ſbrth in his colours, v. 10 1 
Jew or tormal Profeſſor in his, e. 19,18, 
ſmcere Saint in hisþv; 28, 29. i ui 
2. The different aggravation: of fin theit 
The Gentile's: in, is aggravated, in that 
. fights ageinſt the diſplays oft a Deity in W 
- Conſcience; which accuſeth him, v. 15. 
Few or Fotmaliſt hath, his fin 8 
that he oppugneth higher diſcoveries 


Heaven, v. 21,22, 23, 24. And == 
He who hath the higheſt Diſcoverie 
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ss in that reſpet aggravated the more, as 
M Dorid his caſe, 2 Sam. 12. compared with 
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CHAP, 1. 


„Nu ARREL not with God, becauſe 
7 9 | are not within the inmoſt Circle 
, Prividence, Corrupt Reaſon is ready to en- 
& its plca againſt God, as the Apoſtle inti- 
mates Nom. 9.19, But whatever the pleas of 
Reaſon arc, yet they are without reaſon ; for 
teaſon it is that the diſcoveries of God in 
&ripture- ſhould be decifive in matters. And 
kere, to ſilence Cavils, there are Four things 
ealiderable ; 
. Is there ground to diſpute with the Al- 
wighty for his not making all the Creatures 
dee or two ſpecifical Kinds? The Lord 
"WF needed not direction from man in the creati- 
= of ſeveral forts of creatures, according as 
ne brought forth on the Stage of the 
mY Vold, Gen. 1. His Will and Wiſdom is to 
Nack man's Peeviſhneſs and Folly. The Lord 
(eich Solomon.) bath made al things for bim- © 
, ever the wicked for the day of evil, Prov. . 
WH 4 It is true, that the Lord hath not made 
Tr the wicked as wicked, by way of poſitive effi- 
Age; yet he hath conſulted with the glory 
las Juſtice in the wicked's exiſtency, and 
85 | way of antecedent permiſſion, or pet- 
als FF lvcuntecedency, It is not from a defect of 
T Power 


EN 
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Power in God, as if Stones could not be tum | 
ed into Children unto Abraham, as the B Of 1 


aſſerts, Mat. 3.9. The Lord's Will is the 8. 
pream reaſon why the Creatures are different 
both in regard of their natural and mo 
conſideration. No reaſon is there then forma 
to cavil at the difference there is (natural o& 
moral) amongſt the Creatures. 

2. Hath mortal man, without the leaff is. 
peachment of cruelty , a liberty to appoint 
ſuch and ſuch young beaſts, ſome for 
Plough, others for the Pail, and others 
the Shambles 7 And ſhall it be deni'd tothe 

' © - Almighty, if he ſhall appoint, not all, bt 
ſome, to obtain ſalvation by Jeſus Chu 
1 Theſſ. 5. 9. There is unqueſtionably diftandt 
by Myriads of Myriads, between Man anda 
Infinite God, That diftance between Mana 
the Beafis, is but as the Tenth thouſand 
of an Atom in compariſon of the an 
World; yea, not that, in compariſon of the 
other diſtance between Man and the Lord Js 
bovab. To quarrel then at the Lord's Pr 
tive, is for a man to allow that in Un 
which he will not on the o her hand allow# 
his Maker and Soveraign Diſpoſer. | 
3. What if the Lord had wholly excl 
men from his grace and favour and inſſes i 
them, magnitied his grace towards the 
Angels? Had he been unjuſt, cruel, pa 
therefore ? No, no: and if fo, chen it ſc 
that he who might pals by all the ſe 
men without wrong done to them, i 
to be cenſured becauſe he takes comf 
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| Divine Pꝛobidente. 
only on ſome, and the reſt are hardned : ſee 
Roms. 11. 5, 7+ : 

4. Men come not into the inmoſt Circle of 
Divine Providence, becauſe they cannot, but be- 
cauſe they will not. A man is cold, That if he 
travel on in ſuch a road, his throat will be cut, 
for there the Cut=throats arc in ambulhz if this 
man will on, his own perverſe will is in fault. 
A man is ſick, and this or that Remedy is pre- 
(cribed, and he will not make uſe of itzhe dies 
of the diſeaſe, but the moral diſeaſe of his wil- 
fulneſs may be rather termed the cauſe of his 
death.” This is the Sinncr's caſe. He is a re- 
ed man for his own ways, How long, ye 

ones, will ye love ſimplicity ? and the ſcor- 

ters delight in their ſcorning * and fools hate 
iwwledg ? Prov. 1. 22. And, Te will not come 
mio me that ye might have life, To wave then 
Gputcs about the Lord's Purpoſe z There is 
enough in man to apologize for God in regard 
o man's not being within the inmoſt Circle: 
br go to the Gentile who never heard of je- 
us Chriſt, and ſo by way of proportion make 
i judgment of the caſes of others, whoſe cars 
the-joytu! ſound of the Goſpel hath fill'd, but 
their hearts are empty of grace or goodneſs, 
there will be no reaſon to multiply words 


Without knowledg : for what ſaith the great 


. 


lle of the Gentiles? Rom. 1.2 1. Becauſe that 
they keetw God, they glorified him not as God, 
ther were thank ful, but became vain in their ima« 
ms, and tbeir fooliſh heart was darkned. We 
here the judgment of the great Doctor 
[the Geatiles, who had taken cognizance of 
T 2 the 


376 A Pzoſpect of 
the matter: and his deciſion will the betty 
Dod. Che. PPear, if a Comment, which a learned ma 
lone in hath on this Text, be alledged. 

Sermon The alledging of God's bowntiful declaring o 
entitled, bimſelf , in my Text ( ſaith he), was to rm 
God's an objetlion which the Gentiles might unge i 
—_— their own defence; it is not expreſly ſet am 
Gentiles but tacit! implied, in that it is refuted; fit, 
Ingrati- — a rational particle, and here uſel a 
tude, infirudlive : ſo that whereas the Gentiles wall 
perbaps have pleaded ignorance to exenſe tha 
Idolatry ; the Apoſile ſhews them, that their im 
rance was craſſa & affe ctata, groſs and 
felted, ſuch as the Pope now a days enjoins bis ſu 
jedi ; and ſuch, as by the tenures of Philoſqh, 
doth augment rather than diminiſh an offene; 
for beſides that to excuſe ignorance, is requit, 
Firſt, That it be not gotten by man's own fault 
theirs was in Adam's tranſgreſion. Secoudy, 
That they bewail their own ignorance, and am 
* ledg it, and defire to be enlightned by the Im 
of God, Thirdly, That God be obliged by Cat 
aut to reſtore ibem to that ligbt which theywi 
fully loſt : It is further exafied, That they may 
good uſe of that light of nature which is leſt the 
and ſuffer it not groſly to be extinguiſhed, u 

which the Gentiles moſt of all offended, 
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Secondly, Look after a place then in thei 
molt Circle of Provid:uce, An intereſt in 
as reconciled in and through Jeſus Chil! 
the Pearl of great price to be look't attet. 
Merchant in the Parable parts with all tort 
Peart, Mat,13.45,46- As this Pearl is worth 
MY 
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Divine . 
man's looking after, ſo a man ſhould not be 
diſcouraged trom ſecking it: for, 
1. The Grace of God is extenſive to the 
Plough as well as Scepter ; neither Prince nor 


Peaſant are excluded. That direction of Peter, 
| Give diligence to male your calling and election ſure, 


2Pet, 1. 10. concerns men of all ranks; there 
is neither Greek, nor Jem, circumciſion nor un- 
cireumcifion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, 
but Chrift is all and in al, Col, 3, 11. 

2 What objection a perſon makes as a 
pall-back from looking after this Pearl, be- 
cauſe of vileneſs and unworthineſs, may be 
anſwered, if confideration be had how they 
who arc in the inmoſt Circle of Providence, 
might have made the like objection, yea, had 
greater ſhew of diſcouragement. The wo- 
man of Canaan had a treble ſecming repulle, 
and yet is a prevailer, She who was called 
Dog, gathers up ſome crumbs of comfort 


under Chriſt's Table, Mat. 15, 22, Oc, 


Lofily, There is a neceſſity of getting into 

5s inmoſt Circle, Neither Civility, nor 
Common-gifts, will bring the foul to Heas 
yen, without the new birth, and then without 
the inheritance incorruptible , undi filed, that fa- 
deth not away, reſerved in heaven, as 1 Pct.1.3,4+ 
the ſounding braſs, and the tinckling cymbal, 
will make no muſick in the Heavenly Quire, 
1 Cor, 13. 1, 2, 3. From the conlideration then 


af the danger of abiding in a ſtate of untege- 


neracy, reaſon as the Lepers in another calc, 
Why fit we here until we dye? 2 Kings 7.3.4. 
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If it be enquired here, What concerns per- 
ſons in order to their getting into the inmof 


Circle of renewing-Providence? I anſwer ig 


brief, negatively and poſitively. 

1. Paſs not a falſe judgment about this Cir. 
cle; diſtinguiſh betwixt Lamps, and Oyl in 
the Lamps, Mat. 25. 3. Self · conceit and Deceit 
did undo the Phariſees, 5 9. 49. Put not 
therefore Preſumption for Faith; a few d 
Eſau's Tears for Repentancez a Civil-life for 
ſound Reformation Formality for Re 
gion. | | 
2. Reſiſt not the motions of God's Spirit, 
This was the fin of the Jews: Te ſtiff nach 
and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye do alan. 
refit the Holy Ghoſt, (aid Stepben to them, Aft 
7+ 51. Many turn the deaf ear unto the wil. 


| perings of the Holy One. There 15 a (triving 


of the Spirit both immediately and mediatch 
in the Miniſtry of the Word, with the (pitit 
of men: ſo Gen,6.3. Oh take hecd then d 
fighting againſt Heaven this way 

In the next place poſitively: and fo, 

7. Be inquiſitive after the way of falvation. 
Whither i thy beloved gone] O tbon faireſt an 
women, whither 1 thy beloved turned aſide! ibn 
we may ſeek, bim with thee, (ay the Daughter 
of Feruſalem, Cant, 6, 1. Sirs, wbat mutt Idi n 
be ſaved ? ſaid the Keeper of the Priſon to Pai 
and Sil, Ad, 16. 30. 

2. Take time to conſider cf your v 
When God carries on a good work on met, 
they confidcr and bethink themſelves of that 
coutſcs: fre Fer. $8.6, with Fer. 31, 18,19. Hy 
14.1,2,3, Luke 15.17.18, FE hs 3˙ la 
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3- Improve all awakening and rouzing Di- 
ſpenſations of Providence. Some, it they are 
fick, or otherwiſe afllictcd, are for an Ekrox« 
meſſage, 2 Kings 1. 2. they talk of Witches, 
bat eye not God, nor have recourſe to his ſer- 
yants. Suppoſe Satan be let looſe on them; yet 
there is a voice of God in the roaring of the 
Devil. An evil ſpirit in the daughter of the 
woman of Canaan, is an occalion of good both 
toMother and Daughter, Mit. 15.22, 

4 Follow Convictions with an eye had to 
God to period theru in ſound Converſion, Paul 
was convinced of his fins; and what is ſaid of 
him? Bebold be prayeth, Acts 9. 11. Paul is 
now ſtrikiog on the Anvil whilſt the iton is 
hot, He ſoars aloft now at a Throne of Grace, 
and ſo avoids temptations, Larks, whilſt they 
above in the air, are not in danger of the 
Fowler's Net, There are four Nets with which 
and in which the Devil labours to entangle 
perſons under convictions, 

1; The Net of Worldly Cares, Cain builds 
houſes, Gen,4.17, The care of this world, and the 
dcritfulneſs of riches, choak the word, Mat. 13 22. 
2. The Net of Carnal Fears. It is (aid in the 
Parable of the ſeed, Mat.13.21, when tribula- 
tion or perſecution ariſeth becauſe of the word, 
by and by he is offended. Satan hath his art in 
. ſcaring perſons from godline(s, and that by ag- 

gravating the diſpleaſure of perſons, great 

ones, the multitude, and friends or near rela- 

tions, He thus becomes a roaring Lion in the 
Way, 

3, The Net of Carnal Jollity, Some ſing, 
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and drink, and play away the Convictiom of 
Conſcience. Saul is for his Muſick, wha 
Conſcience jarrs, 1 Sam. 16. 17. 

4. The Net of vain Opinions, It's no new 
thing for perſons looking after God, to be dif- 
uicted by reaſon of tares ſown by ſome : f 
A, 15, 1. It hath been obſerved how the d 
Qaries in Germany did dog at the heels the fred 
reception of the Goſpel in places. Galeaci C. 
racciolu was in danger of ſeducers in his ful 
looking after the ways of God. Let then thol 
who have eſcaped theſe Nets, and ſo recover 
ed into the inmoſt Circle of Regenerating ul 
Stabliſhing-Grace, be thankful to God ; and ia 
others, who have any bf theſe Nets befor 
them, look up to the God of all Grace ii 
wiſdom to avoid them. A Praying Paal hath 
Orthodox and good Anznias (ent to direct ha 
and confirm him in the way of God, 407 
17, 18. 
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"OBSERVATION XXI. 


The Motions , Stirrs, Alterations in the 
World, have oftentimes the Concerns 
F God's People at the bottom of them: 
or, There is 4 ſubſerviency of the Ci- 
vil Affairs of State, to the Affairs of 
God's Church or People. 


CHAP. I. 


EFORE,the Circles or Courts of Providence 
were ſpoken of : here, we have a diſplay of 
Providence as it refers to thoſe who are, or may 
in time come to be, in the inner and inmoſt 
Circle of Providence. And that the motions in 
the World have a reference primarily to thoſe 
who are called out of the World, or to be cal- 
led, appears, 

Firjt, From plain Aſſcrtions in Scripture. 
In ſaith the Lord, your Redeemer the Holy 
One of Iſrael, For your ſake I have ſent ta Ba- 
bylon, and bave brought down all tbeir Nobles and 
the Chaldeans,whoſe cry is in their ſbips, Iſa. 43 14 
Mind except (faith Chriſt) thoſe days ſhould be 
ſhirtned, no fleſh ſhould be ſaved , but for tbe eleAs 
ſakg thoſe days ſhall be ſhortned, Mat. 24.22. 

2. From the interwoven types and Hiſtorical 
pallages in Scripture to this very end and pur” 
poſe. 


r 2 T5 r 


A umd of 
poſe. Thus God inſtructed Abrabam by th 
{moaking Furnace, what would be the caſed 
his people, and what would be the iſſue of i 
Gen, 15. Exekjels Viſion of the Wheels, un 
hand in hand with the former, times being. 
ſinguiſh't 3 both agree as to the motion in q 
g and in Babylon; and that as the Jews is 
concerned in thoſe motions of State, Exch 1, 
Daniel by various types is leſſon d of the h 
narchies, what Beaſts they are; and how t 
would be with the Sheep of the Lord's 


ſt Das. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,11 

admodum enim in 1 N 
Vet! Teftamento Daniel 
dum Imperiorum ſuc- 


ones, tum Chriſti ad- 
ventum præſigna vit, tum 
Eccleſiz Judaicz fata di- 
geffit : ita rem Chriſtianam 
Apocalypſis, Romani quod 
adhuc poſt Chriſtum ſuper · 


futurum eſſet, Imperii, ra- 


tionibus admetiri , cenſon - 
da eſt, nec eventus abnvit, 
Aede in Apoc. Com. pag: 12. 


Foba in the Revelation is is 
tormed of the ſtate of th 
Church under the RN 
Power, Theſe types arc ini 
ſort an Hiſtory ot thingga 
beſides theſe, there are p 

ges by way of narratiy, 
which prove the thing ies 
aimed at: for, look we 
the motions of State, % 
Domeſtick and Forreign u 


the truth of this will appear. Saul is laid + 
lide, and David advanced to the Throne; 1 
what is intended in this, ſee 1 Sam. 15.28. witl 
1 Chron, 13, 3. Cyr is advanced; but to whit 
end, the Lord informs, ſaying, Vr Jab i 
ſervant”s ſake, and Iſrael mine ele, I have ns 
ealled thee by name, 11a. 45. 1. and how Off 
did anſwer this Prophetical Hiſtory, or Hille 
xical Prophecy of himſclf (if it may beb 
called), ſee Ezra 1. where we have theagu 
Hiſtory. Again conſider, not only of _ 
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cal paſſages referring to the members ; but of 
ach which refer immediately to Chriſt the 
Head, and ſo to the Church, and which are the 
mth of this Obſervation. - Two things may 
de noted here: 

1, The previous Alteration at that time 
when Chriſt came. He was born in the days 
of Herod the King, M:. 2 1. Who this Herod 
uu, and how the Prophecy of Jacob, Gen. 49. 
n. was accompliſh't, is known to thoſe who 
hiſt not to be contentious, 

% The great Tax impoſed by Auguſtus, is 
another thing obſervable, This made way for 
Chriſt's birth at Betblebem, and that as foretold 
to be, (ce Luke 2, Angritus in this Tax pays 
Tribute to the King of Heaven, He brings 
flones to build God's Temple, whilſt he intends 
the raiſing of his Exchequer. His Political A- 
Qion hath its Eccleſiaſtical Aſpect. 

3. From particular Demonſtrations: Poli- 
fical motions have their references to the peo- 
ple of God divers ways: 

1. By way of caſtigation for their fins. 
When the children of the Kingdom wax wan- 
ton, no wonder if ſome become Scourges for 
the afflicting of them. - Moſes prophetically 
[peaks of this; But Feſurun waxed fat, and 
kicked, &c. Deut. 32. 15. What follows then? 
ſee v. 23, I will beap miſchiefs ; I will ſpend mine 
arrows upon them. And in v. 25, The ſword 
mbout, and terror within, ſhall deſtroy both the 
young mn and the virgin, tbe ſuckling alſo, with 
the man of gray bairs,, Moſes, who thus deſ- 
cants, was no falſe Prophet; the Iſraelites 
might 
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might find how a Prophet had been 
them, 2 Kings 17. 6, 7. 2 Chron. 36. 14, 15.06 
17. It we look into following Ages, we ſul 
find, that the houſe hath been foul, ere x 
Lord of the houſe hath taken the Beſom n 
hand, and providentially delivered it intoth 
hands of perſecuting ones. Thus Euſebia t 
Eccleſ. lates: Bat after that our affairs through ty 
Hiſt. lib. nuch liberty, eaſe, and ſecurity, degenerated ſm 
8. c. 10. he natural Rule of Piety, and after that u 
purſued another with open contumely and hand, 
and when that we impugned our ſelves by u 
other than aur ſelves, with the armour of ſpit, 
and ſharp ſpears of opprobrious words, | 
that biſhops againſt biſp pt, and people agaiuſ ju- 
ple, raiſed ſedition, & . then perſecution can 
on. It was wholſome advice therefore, which 
Bradford in the Marian-days gave to theCih 
of London, Let the anger and plagues of Gu 
moſt jujily fallen upon us, be applied to every 
of our deſerts, that from the bottom of our beat 
every one of us may ſay, It is I Lord that bave ſv 
ned againſt thee , it is my bypocrifie, my wit 
glory, my covetouſneſs, 1 carnaluy, (6 
curity , idleneſs , unthankfulneſs , ſelf-love, as 
ſuch like, which bave deſerved the taking ang 
our good King, of thy Word, and true Religion, 5 
thy good Miniſters, by exile, priſonment, and death 
it is my wickedneſs that cauſeth ſucceſs and u 
creaſe of Authority and Peace to thine enemiei. 
2. By way of ſubverſion or vindictive pur 
iſhment for affronts and injuries offered to ti 
people of God. God orders ſome to be Schu- 
ges to others who have been Scourges to is 
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people. — the Dr of the 
again ſt t, 29. 18, 19, 20. and 
_ Egypt was to the Houſe of Iſrael, we have 
in b. 6, where it is ſaid, Al the inbabitants of 
+ ſhall kyow that I am the Lord, becauſe they 
have beew a flaff of reed to the bouſe of Iſrael. 
The Kings of the earth are to hate the Whore, 
aud to make her deſolate and naked, eat her 
gem, and burn her with fire, Rev. 17, 16. If it 
be asked, Why the Whore of Babylon. is fo 
wughly to be bandled ? A reaſon theye is v. 6, 
I ſaw ( faith Fobn ) the woman drunkgn with the 
lad of the ſaints, and with the blood of the mar- 
tre of Feſw Chriſt. It is obſerved how the 
fur have fallen in on ſome places, and poſ- 
ſel themſelves of ſuch places, from whence 
the Proteſtants have been expelled by the Pa- 
Nu. Bloody Popery hath vengeance belonging 
toit, The more catholick and repeated are the 
inſolencies and cruelties of Papiſts, the greater 
of ſupport and comfort have godly 
roteſtants, and that becauſe the Lord hath his 
time to make inquiſition for blood: ſee Pſal. 9. 

1 12. 

3. By way of Diverſion. God doth ſome- 
times in his Providence fill both the heads and 
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7 bands of men full with work, and ſo they 
ve rot at leiſure to perſecute his people. Saul 
„ cannot follow his game in hunting David as a 


Partridg on the Mountains; there was another 
bunting-match provided, the Philiftines had in- 
vaded the Land, 1 Sam. 23.27. with 1 Sam, 
26,30, Both ancient and modern Hiſtories do 

with exemplificat ions to the like pur- 


poſc. 
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2 1 Proſpea of 
poſe. Providence hath thrown in a bone of ca 8 
tention, and fo there hath been a diverſigy/ 
and that without ſometimes of an utter ſis 
verſion of perſons. a 
4. By way of Converſion of parties, or p- 


pzgationof the truth in and by ſuch 
firrs, or alterations, as fall out in Kin 
The Komans had the Fews under their 
males way tor Chriſt's yoak to b 
Me nccks of ſome of the Soldiers; for 
demanded of the Baptiſt, ſaying 
| we do ꝰ Luke 3.14. Cornelis wa 
2 Centurion of the band called the Italin 
band, Adr 10. 1. In the Commotions of G#- 
many, ſome of the Spaniſh Soldiers became Gy 


tibus, qui ſpellers, as Lavater reports. 


arms 

Germaniam religionis cauſa ſuperioribus annis vexarunt , na 
panci ad fidem converſi, & quidem Martyres Chriſti fadi fun 
In lib. 1'rov. Sol. Com. c. 16, v.17. 


2. By way of purgation from fin, and hight 
meaſures of ſanctification. God knows how t6 
carry on his work, whilſt other kind of work 


is carri'd on by men. They who are good, be 


come better by the ſanctified evils of, (matt 
which befall them. By this therefore ſhall the in. 
quity of F acob be purged: and this is all the frat, 
to take am ay bis fin, Ia. 27.9. The motions in 
the Babylonian State, and after in the Perſian, 
they were the Lord's Hammer to knock down 
the Babylonians who held captive the Lords 
people, had this tendency, namely, the cauty 
oning of the Fews againſt ſin, and that becaule 
the Lord had frowned, on them in the 2 

f m. 
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and ſmiled on them in the Perſian, 80 
mates Exra, laying, Aud after al that is come 
w for our cuil deeds, and for our great tre- 
F 1, ſeeing that our God bath puniſhed us leſs 

tar iniquities deſerve, and beſt gives us ſucb 
hliverance as this: ſhowld we again break thy com- 
aadments? Oe, Ezra 9. 13, 14. 


— 


CHAP. IL 


* 


„FAK E notice of the care and love of 
God towards his people. God forgets 
ot the good of his people in the motions and 
commotions that are in the World, Saints 
under their black clouds ſee not this, and are 
rady to ſay otherwiſe. But Zion ſaid, The Lord 
bath forſaken me, aud my God bath forgotten me, 
I 49. 24. But what faith God, Can « woman 
foget ber ſucking-cbild, that ſhe ſhould not have 
ampaſſion on the ſon of ber womb ? yea, tbey may 
ſigns, yet will not I forget thee, v. 25. | 
. Learn ho Divinity will ſee beyond 
State-Policy, A right view of matters taken 
to the Church, is a prognoſtick, how things 
may probably go in the general as to the State. 
As there are different motions in the Affairs of 
z ſo theſe different motions have their 
arreſpondency with the different temper of a 
people proſeſſing godline ſs. If hypocriſie in- 
lead of ſerious piety, and other fins, ſpread as 
aGingrene, no wonder if there arc frowning- 
$ one way or other, Iſa. 10. 6. If ſerious 
prayer to God, together with humiliation and 
reforma- 
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reformation, are made conſcience of, d 
hopes there are, that he whohath torn, wi 


heal; and he who hath ſmitten, will bind . 


Hef. 6. 7. 188 2 Uh 
3. Give not way to inordinate fears, une. 
liets, and deſpondencies of heart, in the mig 
of all the toſſings and tumblings of affairs of thy 
world. Let perſons mind their duty, and letGal 
alone to govern the world. There are the 
quieting-con(iderations, * 

1. All the Affairs of the World are ſubjeſ 
ed to Chriſt, who is the Head of the Chud 
Epb.,1, 22. Now if Chriſt be thus the Head h 
is not without eyes, he (ces, yea, ſoreſees what 
is to be done; and he is not without ſenſe; 
ſenſible he is what is done in way of afiront 
to his Members. Whilſt Saul was a perſecy 
ting, he faith, Saul, Saul, wby e 1h 
me? Acts 9.4. Suppoſe a man's head didread 
up fo high as the Heavens, he would feel ia 
injury offered not only to a limb, but to th 
leaſt of his toes. Though Chriſt the Headyi 
regard of his bodily-preſence,, be above the 
Clouds; yet he hath a ſenſe and feeling of whit 
is done to the leaſt of his Saints, 5 


ers rr eie 


2. The Chriſtian hath a very large Cham 


or Grant, of all things to work tor 
Rom. 8. 28 The Church hath a very 


Joyaturez not only the pleaſant Vineyus 
but the wild Copſes of the World, bring 1 
very rich Income to her. All is hers for g 
1 Cor 3. 22. and God thinks nothing 100 god 
for her. Ian the Lord thy God, the Holy d 


rail thy Saviour, I gave Egypt for tl 1 


5” BOEaSMMT FP 


= 


e; 

bot 
"# © 
be BW. 
2 
* i 
e 
4 
te 
4 
rtet 


I.E 


* 4 ft Prob. ce. 


. ant Sbeba for thee : ſince thou was pre- 


cons in my fight, thou haſt been bononrable, and 1 
have loved thee : ; theefwe wil I give men for thee, 


and life, Iſa. 3, + - 7 N 
2 made * which i is a Saint? $ 


(namely, an hay quictneſs, of 


1 gra Me the ſtirs of the World ) to be a 


+ Duty, in Pſal. 112. 7. He ſhall not be 
60 of evil ringt: bis heart 4s fixed, Nut- 
ix the Lord. Compare this with Luke 21. 


9. but when ye ſhall bear of warrs and comme« 


tions, be not terrified, And that in Joh 
Les ot your blarts be troubled : 


ye 
Gd beliepe&ſo in me, See further, 4 6, 
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' OBSERVATION xu 


PROVIDENC E nu. the chu 
Enemies th their Policies or Gy 
- Yances ö! the Church... 


CHAP, I. 


o God's Care is over his people þ 

the Motions and Commotions that m 
in the World, hath been touched. Here it wi 
not be impertinent to make an inquiſitionis 
to an outwitting work of Providence, ast 
ſpects the Adverſaries of the Lord's 
And the truth of the preſent Obſervatim 
will appear three ways: 

Firft, From Compariſons in Scriptuze, tt 
ſcope of which are to ſet forth the 
of God as baffling and be- gig 
cies and Devices _ peo 207 
123. 7. Onur frat -efcaped a5 a bird out 
ſnare of the fowler : the ſnare is broken, aui n 
are eſcaped, And in Pſal.7 Bebold be rg * 
\ with iniquity., and bath conceived miſchk 
brought forth falſhood: be made 4 pit, 
fallen into the ditch which be made: bu 
"ebief © ſhall return upon bis own bead, ad Wii 
violent dealing (hall come down upon bis own 
v. 14,15,16. 

2. From Exemplifications of ſuch, 


Dibine Pꝛobidente. 
ſinſul Policy hath eventually proved notori- 
ous folly. Come on ( faith the King of Egypt) 
le w deal wiſely with them, Exod, 1.10: That 
wiſdom was ſteep'd in the blood of the 1/- 
ae; and that Court-Sophiſm had another 
d) kind of conclufion than intended. The I- 
tr 


reeiter-are multiplied, get out of Egypt, carry 
wealth with them; and the Egyptian 

Prince, with the Chivalry of Egypt, periſh in 
be Red-ſea. izopbel is a reputed Oracle 
er Policy; and yet his Policy, like a Musket, 
1 WY recoiling, beats him, with his earthly wiſdom, 
e the earth; fo that it might be aid at his 
Ca funcral, Earth to earth: he was firſt entang- 
led in the working of violent affections; as 
Pride, in that his counſel was tefuſed; and 
black fears, ſorrows, deſpondencies, in that, 
his counſel being refuſed, Abſolom's Deſign 
would miſcarry 3 And what would become 
then of che great Abettor of ſuch an horrid 
No Clemency fot himſelf, might 

de the Concluſion : and being thus entang- 
led in the black thoughts of his heart, no 
wonder if he be further enſnared with an hal- 
dar, as is recorded 2 Sam, 17. 23. Herod plays 
the Politician 3 a fair Glove is drawn over a 
aal band; Bring me word ſaid he to the Wiſe» 
Sn) thet I may come and worſhip him, Mat. 2, 
WE However he is defeated ; for the Wiſe- 
ue not ſuch fools as to give him no- 
te, being warned of God in a dream to the 
contrary. Neither hath Herod reaſon to ſtorm 
= the'Wiſe-men ; for if there were a Pro- 
wk, the Pcomiſewas made to a Worſhipper, 
| | V 2 not 
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A Paoſpect of; 
not à Murderer; and no Contract of me 
muſt exclude the Lord, who is to have hj 
negative voice; and this ſounded loud 

in the Wiſe-mens heads, though they wen 
aſleep; for being warned of God in a drem 
that they ſhould not return to Herod, thy 
departed to their own Countrey avother 
way. 

1 From Demonſtrations; and that, (1h 
the general. (2.) In particular. 

1. In the general. Whoſo ſhall place in tie 
one Scale God's Wiſdom, and in the other th 
Quinteſſence, Ext racts, Abridgments of me 
deepeſt Policies, ſhall find all the Policieed 
men too leight to counterbalance luft 
Wiſdom, True is that of Solomon, Theth 
no wiſdom, nor underſtanding, nor counſel gu- 
the Lord, Prov. 21, 30. | 

2, In particular let a view be taken, (100 
the Agents, (2 ) Ot the Action, Medium, 
Way, which is taken to accompliſh the endis 
tended by men. As for the Agents, thelear 
of two Orders: (1. ) Principal or Prin 
(2.) Mmiſterial or uuder-Agents; and eichi 
thelc fall, and that in another ſenſe too, unde 
confiderat ion. | 

1. The principal or primary Agents br 
oftentimes Providence ſo counterworking 
as that there is a ſuſpenſion of action i whi 
is propounded, is as it were thunder-ſtrudi 
and the Plot ſtumbles at the threſhold; 1 
this comes to paſs divers ways: 

1. By the interpoſition ot {ome one dd 
ther, who in regard of civil ſtation is amo 
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them; and ſo wiſely knocks in the head that 
Project. which otherwiſe might knock down 
ſome profefiors of the truth, An inſtance for 
this we have in Febn 7. An aſſembly there is of 
the chief Prieſis and Phariſces, v. 45, Nicodemus 
interpoſeth, ſaying, Doth our law judg auy man 
before is bear bim, and know what be doth, v. 51. 
Hereupon Nicodemus hath a check given, v. 52, 
and the Aſſembly is broken up; for every man 
went to bis own bouſe, v. 53. 

2, By means of ſome calming-counſel 

by one or other who is of the ſame fea- 

ther with the parties themſelves. Principles 
of Humanity and Ingenuity are not baniſh't 
from all; and thele check bloody-conclufi- 
ons, which otherwiſe had been the birth of 
Debates and Conſultations. Gamaliel ftopt the 
Procels from coming forth againſt the Diſci- 
ples: However his advice were for the Chri- 
lan caſe, yet it was not conſonant to the 
conſtitution of the Fews Church; for a wild 
Toleration was no Slip in that encloſed Gar- 
den. Whatever Principles Gamaliel did act 
from, I determine not; the iſſue of his {ſpeech 
recorded, for to him they agreed, Adr 5.40. 
It may be obſerved, how (ome of the Heathen 
have interceded for the Chriſtians, and ſo there 
hath been a ſtop more or leſs put to the perſe- 
cation of the Chriſtians. | 

3. By rcaſon of a ſharp diviſion or conteſt 
amongſi the particsthem(clves. Two men with 

long beam carry it not a-thwart into the 
51 it they ſhall eſſay to carry it croſs 
borer, they both fit down as fools without 
of; V 3 doors: 
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doors: Even ſo it is with the Adverfariegef 
Lord's people, they are not at an accord with 


themſclves. This man (as it was ſaid * 


is net of God, becauſe be krepeth not the ſabbath. 
dry : otbers ſaid, How can a man that ir @ find, 
do ſuch miracles and there was a diviſion among 
them, Toh. 9. 16. So a bone of contention x 
thrown gy” the Phariſees aud Sadducts: 


There aroſe a diſſention between the Phariſees wl 
Sadduces : and the multitude was divided, Adds 23 


6, 7- 
25 By means of men's own fears. Some 


would be more miſchievous; but they fear 
where the wind may fit. Herod holds hs 
hands from ſlaying the Baptiſt for a while; 
fear cramps them, when he would have ben 
doing; be feared tbe multitude, becauſe thy 
counted him as a prophet, Mat. 14. 5. The chit! 
Ptieſts and Phariſees ſtorm at Chriſt's Sermon: 
but when they ſong t to lay bands on bim, thy 
feared the multitude, becauſe they took bim fit « 
Prophet, Mat. 21, 45, 46. | | 
5. By reafon of ſome diverfion, their hand 
being full of other work. The Child is going 
to ſchool, and by the way a dog grins, and b 
ready to fall on the Child; another Dog hips 
pens to come by, and together the Dogs are ij 
the ears, and ſo the Child paſſeth by un hut 
That inſtance of the Philiftines invading tht 
land, by means whereof Saal was diverted 
from the purſuit of David, is full proof, 1 Sam 
23. 27, 28. The Proteſtants in Germany had 1 
Writ of Eaſe, and that by reaſon of the T 
finding work for the Emperor. | 
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Dibine Pyobidence. 
2 = death's of perſons. Here the 
bro men's Pa the perſon. Death 
_— mens Projects and Deſigns, 
. ; Fund 2 on 4. 
9 i g dpi are dead 
the chi life, — 2. 8 
nf means of ſome other courſe: which 
4 — takes; when it doth not take away 
the chief Agents by death. Thus when God 
— a wonderful change ou perſons, 
— be the infuſion of grace, or ſome no- 
The Heathen-fury had a top 
* it, by Conflentine becoming Chriſtian. 
's frowns are turned into ſmiles 
on Sbadrack, Meſech, and Abeduego, Dan. 3. And 
thus for Agents principal, how in regard of 
them the De ſign talls to the ground. 
2. Agents Mimiſterial, or under-Agents, 
which are as hands employed to miſchief 
TI handleſs, and that divers ways 


72 By the poſition or implantation of grace 
inthe kearts of ſach, He who becomes a man 
of other Principles, is a man of other Concluſi- 
qns, He ſees enough of his former courſe of 
le, and ſo will not do as formerly, Paul lets 
fill his Commiſſion againſt the Diſciples at Da- 
nem, and ſo the Mountain-cxpeRations of the 
High-Pricſt at Jeruſalem, vaniſh into nothing; 
years become ſomething by way of vexation, 
whenas the Perſecutor turns Preacher, Ads g. 
19, 30. 

. 2, By ſome conviction upon the Conſci- 
ence, though it end not in converſion. God 
V 4 hath 


3. By 
which put 


they came on @ blind meſſag 
large is recorded, 2 King. 6. * 
4. By drawing forth the affecion of pa 
ties, as founded on jome relationto them, 
kindnels received from them. Saul was pole 
tick in the beſtowing his Daughter on Dai 
that the might be a ſuate unto him, 1 S 
21. But this device of his takes not; for I 
deceives the Deceivet: Her jove to Dai 3 
ſcen when the Meſſengers of death were 
for him, and ſhe then becomes David's Lak 
guard, as in 1 Sam. 19. 11, Oc, _— 
5. By the deaths of ſuch who are employed 
They. who envy others their liyes, may quick 
ly loſe their own, Providence can ſoon pron 
graves for. thoſe whole throats ate open {pw 
chers againſt God's ſervants, That ſurly Gp 
tain: with his Fifty, and the ſecond with bs, 
did experience this; their words were 7 
againſt: the Prophet; Thow man of God) 
King path fajs, Come denn, ſaith the. full, 2 
hid _ 
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' God, thus bath the King ſaid, Come down 


ſaid * and inſtead of the Pro- 
xt coming down, fire came down, and con- 
med them and their Fifties. Had they been 


another ſpirit with the third Captain (ene, 
7 might have had better ſucceſs in their bu- 
fioels, as the other had: ſee 2 King. 3. 

6, By ſome extraordinary diſplay of Provi- 


> 


ke, where death doth not intercept the un- 
t: Agent. Balsam is ſent for to curſe Iſrael: 
He brake not his neck by the way: We read 
how the Aſſe cruſh'c his foot againſt the wall, 
Namb. 22.25. on he goes, but the work is not 
54 a miraculous over · ruling hand of Pro- 

ence is ſeen, as Numb. 24,10. And Bala Kr an- 

"wa kindled agaiuſt Balaam, and be ſmote bis 
1 together 3 and Balak, ſaid ume Balaam, I 
alen thee to curſe mine enemies, and b:hold thon 
A altogetber bleſſed them theſe three times, And 
thus for the Agents miniſterial, or under- 
Agents, how they become vain in their at- 
** or ſexyice in which they are ver- 

. | | 
. In the next place, The Action, Way, or 
Means, in order to the End, is to be ſpoken to: 
And this may be conſidered divers ways. 

1, As abſurd, and improper to. bring about 
the-End., The Action is like that of the men, 
who are (aid to make an hedg to keep in the 
Oyl; and to ſeck for a River to drown the Eel 
io, Men's untuly paſſions are in- lets of folly : 
a.miſt is rais'd by theſe, and fo they ſee not 
their way, There is a judicial infatuation to 

oblerved No wonder if they have a ſoſt 
— =” place 


A Proſpect of 
place in their heads, who have a hard one 
their hearts, The wiſe mu f eyes are in bi 
but the fool walkerh in darkeſe; Eccleſ. . 
Surely the Princes of Z14an ate fools ; the 
ſel f the wiſe counſellors is become bratiſp 
19.11, er 
= If the Way or Means '\gitch'd on toi 
chieve the End, be unhappily adequate, 4 
or fit, in a fort, to bring about the Eud 
tended; then a diſplay of Providence there; 
in that the Means are not cloſed with. Atw 
edged Sword, ſharp enough to make 2 f 
divorce ' between the head and ſhouldas 
is laid forth on the Council- board; "kt 
it appears to be but a Woodden-dagger, ll 
Certz ef. {© it is not made uſe of. Thus the g 
fecit De- Counſel of Achitophel (good, not m 
us 41 ea but politically, in order to the End int 
— an. By Acbitopbel ) takes not with Abſolom, 28m 
ta erant, 17. 14. Abſolom, aud all the men of Iſrael, ſit 
Abſolomo The counſel of Huſhai the Arechite, is better thi 
fatua vi- tbe counſel of Achitopbel: for the Lord ball 
—— Painted to defeat the good counſel of Acbitobe, 
* Ab intent that the Lord might bring evil in 
olom, Ka 
3- Though the Means be liked , yet af 
daſh't by ſome diſcovery made, and that . 
means cxtraordinaty or ordinary, The Ki 
of Syria his deſign where he would have l 
Camp, is diſcovered by the Prophet toW 
King of Iſrael, who ſaved himſelf thence n 
once, nor twice, 2 Kings 8.9, 10. Zerubbae 
and the chief of the Fathers ſmell a de 
of the Adverſaries of Judab and Bei x 
5 w 
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Didine Providence. 

len they ſaid, Les ws build with you, Ezra 4. 
1, 2, 3. Nebemiob perceived that God had not 
ſent Shemaiab, but that Tobiab and Samballat 
bud Hired him, Neb. 6. 12, 13. Black deſigus 
uc unmaſked by Providence : So the Powder- 
in King Fame, his days: Let the Man at 
canonize the Under-agents ſor Saints; 
the Canon of Scripture will evidence them 
to be Sinners: They may be reputed good, 
ſons of St. Peter, amongſt Papiſts; but ſhall 
pals for Saltpeter-men, amongſt good Catho- 

ick Proteſtants. 
4. Suppoſe the Means fail not by reafon 
of diſcovery; yet it is marr'd in the mode ot 
nder of uſing, Men make more haſte than 
(peed. The counſel of the frowary carried 
Job 5.3. Now men's counffels (faith 


they go too faſt forward, and make fo 
Ich haſte on in their way, that they tire, 
ne out of breath, or ſtumble, or break 
themſelves, before they can attain their 
journey's-end, 

J. If men miſcarty not with their Deſign 
mthe manner of managing itz yet they hit 
bot the ſeaſon for effeting it. Whether the 
han trot or gallop on Horſe-back to ſpeak 

another, it matters not, if that be the 
Gy when the man is from his home. SauPs 
gers come with their N-t to catch Da- 

wh; bat the Bird was fled, 1 Sam. 19.1 2,14. 
Y 5. If there be a ſeaſonable application of 
i according to human apprehenſion; yet 
is not attained, by reaſon of ſome 
check 
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25 Interpreter ) are carried bead · long, Ar- carl. 
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Ceſar Borgias mihi dixit, ſe 

omnem rerum even- 
tum, quem a patris morte 
ſuturum putaret, long? in 
poſterum proſpexiſſe, atq; 
remedia compariſſe : illu 
unum duntaxat fe przte- 
riiſe, quod ſcilicet nun · 
quam putaret ſub e jus 
morte, ſibi etiam cum 
morte eſſe confligendum. 
XWichsl, Machiav.Prin, Co 7. 
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check given at the very nick of time, Ma 
knoweth not that which (hall be : for who cond 


d ſickneſs at that very ting 


bim when it ſhall be 
Ceſar Borgia, who t 
how to manage all to his 
intereſt on his Father's 
little thought of his om 


whereby all his other politick 
proviſion made, did avail w- 
thing. It's worthy of obe 
vation, how there is a ched 
given at the nick of the inte 


ded application of Meats 
and that ſometimes by ſome ſingle emerge 
of one thing or other; and ſometimes hy4 
throng of contingents and occurrencies,” Gol 
will be known to be ſupream; man points, 
and the Lord diſappoints. Providence hath may 
ways to overturn the Politicians Cart. Littk 
doth the Driver imagine what may 1 
the way, notwithſtanding he may prete 
great skill in driving: an Aſſe with het n 
ears, or ſome other object, may fright # 
Team of Horſes, and all the tackling is u 
to pieces; yea, it may be, a Curt - wheel gp 
over our Politick Drivers, and what, ta 
becomes of all Political Skill, or Skiltul 
licy? 52 

7. Suppoſe the application of Means atem 
thus check't 3 yet how is all over-ruled, 10 
hath another iſſue than was meerly intent 
ed? The Bowl hits the Jack, yet lies at u 
diſtance ſtom it, that it wins not the 4 
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Dibine Pzovidence, 
Here ute confider the iſſue of the application 
of the Means, two. ways: (1.) In reſpect of 
ines.” (2.) In reſpect of Sinners: or, The 

„and the Deſigners. 
In teſpect of the Deſigned, or thoſe who 
ae made aby wicked ones. The work that 
wicked men can do, is ordered for the bett. 
The: dirt and dung of the World ſhall con- 
tribute to the goodly Field of the Lord,  Shi- 
mi his lying and reproaches ; yea, the drun- 
ken drdilery of others in David*s days, ſhalt do 
aDavid good, 2 Sam. 16. and Fſal. 79. 12, 13. 
There was a Court - Project to caſt Daniel into 
the Den of Lions ; the King was circum vent - 
ein that buſineſs: no help for a Daniel, 
but from God: the Plot which took, was 
Iroken by its ſucceſs, Had not Daniel been 
thrown in, what bad been become of thoſe 
lignal Diſpenſations. of Providence towards Da- 
wel, as conſequents thercon? ſee Dan. 6. 
0, ½% 28. Suppoſe the Plot of theſe Cour- 
ers, as for- the utmoſt end of it, the ruin 
| Daniel, had taken? yet Daniel had been 
w loſer to dye fox his God; they had (no 
thank' co thejr pride, envy, murder), been in- 
ts for 'the promoting of Daniel in an 
ber Court than that of Darin:; For bleſ- 
are they which dye in tbe Lord, from bence- 
fmth, yes ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 
from their labowrs, and their wor do follow them, 
Rev, 14. 13. 

. Ia reſpect of the Deligners ; and ſo what 
they have done, is a foundation for checking 
what they after attempt to do another way. 
As 
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As it is ſaid of Mitbridates, that he had Go is 
ured his body to counter · poyſons to 
poyſon, that when he would poyſon hi 
then it was the more difficult to 
And as it happens to the Carpenter, he u 
bles an hole, and a piece of the Wimble is 
behind, which obſtructs the pin, ſo rhirh 

. hath not firm footing : Some who ate d 
ded by Jeſuits, and intended to be Inſtrumm 
to check the progreſs of the Goſpel ; wa 
may become fiurdy refiftants of Jeſuinid 
Defigns, another way being, taken to ob 
the Goſpel. And thus the Hedg of Tu 
may become (through an over ruling 
vidence) a good fence: to the bed of Rolls 
God is wile, who makes the earth, even 
which brings forth briers and chorns, 2 
his people to allude to that in Rer. 12 

Again, What men after do, lays foundathi 
for confuſion and vexatidn, in reference 
what they have done. They may be (dh 
dance in a net, for the more they ate ent 
led. The chief Prietts and -Phariſes com & 
Pilate! deſire the S puloher bo made ſureſ M 
Chritt's Diſciples come by night, ſteal him 
way, and ay unto the people, He is riſen 
the dead; and ſo the laſt error ſhould be 9 
than the firſt, Moc. 27.62 563,64. Heye wehen 
their Petition; and in . 65, 66, Pilates Cor 
ceſſion, Indulgence, or Grant ; But what is ia 
iſſue of all? Chriſt riſeth, to the tertot of 
Keepers, ſhame'6f the Prieſis and Phariſes, un 
the conſolationof the Diſciples; ſee Mat. 28, 

Laſtly, What men do to ruin God's 15 
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Dibine Peobedence. 
ends often in the ruin of them and theirs. 
That day in which the enemies of the Jews 
d to have power over them, was turned 
to. the contrary 3 ſo that the Jews had rule 


o 


them that bated them, EB. . 1. Hanan 
s ten ſons, periſn, v. 10. They who ac- 
culed Paxel, they, their children, wives, ate 
ate the Den of Lions, Den. 6. 24. The 
Acre as. Faris was paid home with 
6 3; for as is related, Cain the 
with T wenty-thouſand, is ſlain 


» fir 
? 


in the King's own Chamber; the Duke 
who ſucceeded his Brother Charles 
Ninth, was tabbed by a Monk, and the 
-Mother with grief backe ber heart. 
ave little encoutagement to play the 
or Doegs againſt the, Lord's Davide: 
em remember the Halter of the one, 
gd Curſe denounced againſt the other, Pſal. 
$, God. (ball likgwiſe. deſtroy. bee for ever : be 
pou thee away, and. plack, thee out of thy 
* * root thee out of the land of 

e 1; | 


ag Dake. of Guse ur- 
in 
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CHAP. IL 


42: EARN hat folly it is for | 
- ſet their Wits on work againſt 
Lord's people. Surely there is no i 
againſt F acob, neither is ther e any divination 
Iſrael, (ajd Balaam of old, Numb. 23 23 It 
well then if they who go in the way of 
laam, the thick-clay-way of worldly In 
would fcriouſly conſider Jude v. 11. N 
- thens, for they baue gone n ie way of 
aud ran greedily- after the error Balaum vl 
reword, and periſhed in the © gain-ſaymji 
Core. _— Po 0k 001 RA. 
2. — 7 is no — — thoſe oor i 
ſear , to be diſquieted', t reive 
ſet their heads together, and 48 5 as ley 
Hell ſor their plots agaiift the Chu ay 
Chriſt, Two things here are worthy of 
ſideration: 1 
7, A Saint ſhall do more by his plait i 
to God, than a Sinner by bis intricate you 
ſhall do againſt a Child of God. O Lord, F'% 
thee ( ſaid David) turn the comnſel Ab 
into fooliſhneſs, 2 Sam.17,31, David by a W 
— and pathetical petition to Cod, prays a U 
hodie man into a fool, 4 
Antichri- < 
aus habet ſecum, quod intelligimus ex illis quz aftutt a 
abundat Papatus copiis & Principum armis, ſed aftuta ca 
magis timegda ſunt. Imitemur ergo Davidem , oremus Van 
ut infatuet conſilium Acbitopbelis. Martyr, a 


eee 


2. 


Dibin# Prwbidente. 


. There is a notable rr of 225 | 
— Fe: in regard of the devices o 
= e Church. He He that ſitteth in the 
bal, ll laugh : the Lord ſhall have them in 
2,4. This laughter here, after the 
men, is attributed to God. It may 

gi hi things : 

. Sodateneſs or Tranquillity. God is ot 
aleed in the leaſt, by way of pertuebit ion, 
with the devices and politick contrivances of 
nen. An Army of expert Soldiers is not mo- 
ved. to behold a company of Children making 
twwards them with Reeds in their hands. 
They therefore who have compoſed ſpirits, 
nden wicked ones are buſie in their Cobweb- 
work, do the more reſemble Him who lits, in 
the Heavens, and thus laughs. 
44,"Ability, ot Facility to daſh their deſigns. 
doe man who laughs at the project of an 
Mverſary, ſretli the vanity of the project: 
He needeth not enter into a deep contemplati- 
whow to counter work fo ſhallow an Iuven- 

4. Peaſpicacity, or inſight into the caſe of 
| rees ſhared by the very courſe they 

take, A wiſe man, who ſees in ſome meaſure 
E end of buſineſs at the beginning of it, well 
:laugh-whtn the Adverlaty ſhall make 4 
Lr his 0wn' back. The Lord gives ſin- 
ne, and ſo they are entangled to their 
? — Thus he that ſittethᷣ in the Hea 
«no reafon for them who have the 
12 rk wen for theirs;to weep, unle(s it be 
| apyuſt eheir Lord. 
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OBSERVATION XXV 


Whilſt men go on their own Err 
they do God's Buſineſs: ot, M 
purſuing their own Ends, bring al 
the Ends of Providence. 


CH A. 1 %% a 


HE truth of this appears: (f.) Im 

God's threat ning and puniſhing of aq 
for ſuch matters, che doing whereof (tha 
not the ſo doing in regard of the Ag. 
had its warrant from the Lord. Jeba vu 
Sithe-man of Providence to mow down tt 
Houſe of eAbab ; Then ( (aid the Prophety 
him) foalt ſmite tbe bouſe of Abab, 2 
9. 7. Jeb bath à bloody- ion, 
rightcous in regard of God, but ſinfully a 
cuted by Febu, whoſe end was ſelfiſh; 
therefore the Lord threatens, ſaying, I 
avenge tbe blood of Fezreel wpon the bouſe þ 
Jebu, Hoſ. 1. 4. 4 

2. From Exemplifications: and that, (1, 

Civils ; Men have their Aims, Ends; the Lav 
hath his, Sau ſeeks the loſt living goods ola 
Father aud in ſecking, is brought to 
according as God had before ſpoken to the Bb 
phet, (aying, To morrem about this time I 
ſeud thee a man out of the land of Benjanin,1 5th 
9. 16. Cyrus is a ravenous bird ʒ yet. whati 
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©  Dibine Pyobidence, 
of hum, ee Ju 46. 1. eg 2 ravenout bird 
fran' the rat, the man that executeth my connſel 
an s for countrey. (2. ) In Sacreds, God hath 
his end, and men have theirs ; the Action is one 
and the fame, the End different. Some pro- 
phefic in Chrift's natne, and yet are rejected at 
the great day, Chriſt diſtinguiſheth between 
and droſs; propheſying in his name, aud 
jor their own names; doing good, and work- 
ing iquity whilſt they do that which is mate» 
ally : ſee Mat. 7.22,23. 
Again, Exemplifications there are of this, 
wherein we may behold the work of Froti- 
dence carried on ſometimes more immediately, 
metimes more remotely ; There is work ma- 
aiged at firſt-hand, and at ſecond and third<- 
hand. The Philiftins have their End in inva - 
reg they intended not the reliel 
Dan at that nick of time; neither the 
taking way for David to the Throne in the 
lauer of Saul at another time: ſee 1 Sam. 
33, 26, 17. 1 Sam. 31. with 2 Sam. 2. 
L, litications there are, (1.) Of utitur 
lach who mind no ſuch thing as the Lord's ergo Deu: 
wk in whit they do. They think on what in falu- 
les before them. A Luſt, and not a God; or ta- — — 
ther 1 Luit which is their God 9 dictates to tionabili 
T2 . & item 
inenflb{li creatura tanquam jumento vel inftrumento, quz jam 
opere nuſquam erunt. Utitur creatura rationali ſed ma · 
» quaſi diſciplinz virgi correcto ſilio in ignem pro- 
tanquam entum inutile. Utitur & angelis & hominibus 
mug yoluntatis tanquam commilitonibus & cbad jqtoribus ſuis: 
victoria awplifime munerabit. Birnarha de gtatit 
atbitcio, 
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24 


natch? There is the Lords, 1 will ſani tis 


. agginjt, an hypperitiegl nation, v. 30, 
> great Axe and Saw, is but an Ax and Saw, pod 
- the- hand ot the great God, v. 5. 


brought about, Which ſhall make for Gf 
©. glory, 40d. his dimreſſed people's good, . ti 


Ne 0b: | 
them. The Aſhrian meantth ut Fu 


bis heart #biok/o.2. butt i in big bogrt ta 
and cut. ua tin H fem, Ila. 10.7, 
ſuch\who'migh ditecty the daſtupg .of, 
is £9 tale place According; to; Goq s will, 
ſeph's;brechren, t hey. endes vgn 
ctoſbag of the divine dreary, Seen 
croſſing, Gen. 3. F , 1b bny big 
Oe 000% nnen 140 e 
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PM: Fat 1 in 
HA FP. II „ £9 
SER VE hence, how men ad 
AF without rompulſion, and yet inkall 
a5 the work to be done holds correſpongeats 
with the pucpoſe of God, whether ſecret g 
declared; We may lay truly in this caſe, ax 
High · Prieſt in angther, M bas furtberneedba 
we of , witneſſes? Mat. 26. 65. be hold theit qm 
contellions and acknowledgments do wita 
their ſpontancous actings, Who, talks chen 
of) his Jibcs&y, and what he doth and will & 
than. the Aſſyrian Ila. 10. 8, to-15? Aud 
What is. {aid of. thy Aſſyrian — — 


— 
= 
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1. 
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. Dyſpond not- how. this. or that {hallte 


dence Can tind tools enough in.the Wordt 
do the work of Providence, Many — 
a1: 10 i 
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Tir FAS RIS RnESsr -o1 C4 EFTESSST 


| Divine: Phjobidence, 

blind olan the Shop of 'frevidence 5 and: whilſt 
they line aſide the Anvil; they ſhall hit ght 
ſiroaks on it, It miy be obſerved how. men's. 
lutenclis bare ſo iatet woven, as that they (hall 

do:that or At ward that, ,yuhich other wile 
wuuld unt be dong. Iu Ebartps the fiſthꝰs days 

(Euperor of Germany) t he caſe of th Pidte- 
lun wes. very low: 3.: the. grave was made; 


there puly ſeemed nothing: elſe but the tolling 


the:Bell: for the Funcrals 3 Maurice on a ſud- 
&0;likeis; great Bell, is railcd, and the thun- 
deridig-noile) heveof frigluts Charles the. titth 
aut Germany. And it we- would know what 


to be forced co reſigu the {ame to Philip the de. 


on of Charles, is ſaid to have encouraged 


Murice in that attempt, whereby Charles the 
fich was conquered atter all his Conqueſts, the 
Proteſtants relieved, and Ferdinand promoted 
do the Empire, his Brother Charles re igning 
to him, and bętaking himſelf to a Monaſtry. 
3. Obſerve how God can and doth out-wit 
men in their Policies, by Their Policies, Provi- 
fence knows how to make men dig their graves 
wich their own nails. It had been better tor A- 
Gitophel he had never given that politick di- 
reQion toAbſolom,to go in unto his fathersCon- 
@bines : this fact of Abſolom might ſtrengthen 
the hands of them with Abſolom,as is ſaid 2 Sam. 
t, but the counſel of Achitophel in this 
was (as hath been before intimated ) gun- 
X 3 powder 
N 


Mods we be at the Bell rope, evtn the hands ol g % Fun, 
human the. Emperor, his ow] brother; who Moryſon : 
being choken Kang ot the Roman, that is, theltinerary 
ordinary Succe ſſor of the Emperor, and like Part 3. p. 
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A Pzoſpect of 
powder to blow up Acbirephel, when he wa 
ſenſible what was like to be the iſſue of of 
25am, 17. 23- | 1 

4, Learn to mind the ultimate declare 
End, God's Glory. Do a ( faith the Apolile) 
% Gock glory, 1 Cor. 10. 31. To ſeek Goth 
glory in God's way, is tor men to conlul 
their own honour. As men in minding they 
corrupt Ends, bring about the End of Pra 
dense: ſo in ſerious ey ing the Lord's glory 
are no loſers. Them that honour me ( faith God) l 
will honour, and ibey that deſpiſe me, ſhall be 
ly efleemed, t Sam. 2.30, But ſeek ye firſt the 
dum of God, and his righteouſneſs, aud ol hi 


things ſpall be added undo you, Mat, 6. 33. Ma | 
wilt have Gold, or Golds-worth, if God 

their Gold, and not their Gold their God. I to 
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OBSERVATION xxvn. 
7 and Delays about matters, are the 


Ton areas Hinges on which do move 
| the) confiderable iſſues of PRO V 
DENCE, 


CHAP. I. 


both to the Houſe of Feaſting, and 
to the Houſe of Mourning, Haſtes are, doth 
it an eye be caſt on Exemplifications 
8 

In the firſt place then; Succeſs, preſerva- 
tion, deliverance from dangers, the parti- 
pation of poſitive good, are brought on 
the wings of Haſte, or à quick diſpatch a- 
bout matters. Abrabam is quick in the pur- 
fit "after the four Kings who carried Lot 
may captive, and ſo reſcueth the Lamb 
from the paw of the Lions, Gen. 14. 14, 
N, 16. Alexander the Great flies like Light- 
ning againſt the Perſian, and prevails. So 
Dan, ＋ i is aid, — the He- Goat touch d 
not the ground. And in ver. 6. he ran unto 
him, (i. e. to the Perfian-Ram ) in the fury of 
X 4 his 


V HAT a portal or Introduction 
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310 Alpen d © 
Hie igi- his power. Hiſtory makes mention of Aly 
tur de | ander's Celerity as the in-let of his Conqueſy 
tcriptio= Jeb his Haſte, was a key to open the R 


g arte Palage-door for | a to, get in, and 
wa throw out Ths y of Abab, 2"K 


ma cele- 13, 1 320. — of 4 Ges | 
ritas : 10535 n by Sh 1 
quemad- eh r Fam, l. 0 x: as hes 

legimus Pal, cools his paſlid n, and ſo. Preſehvic 
apudCur- her own coal from being quench't i6 N 
tium de 1 Sam. 25. 18. The chief Captain immediae 
— ly took Soldiers, and ran down unto the 
— to. ple who were about to kill Paul, and ſo & 
ganti cui - N him, Ad, 21, 3% 7 


dam 5 * 
i verbis Mic AC rrian's retert, P ] 


quomodo r Fg ne. 9255 tem ore derer 
cum prœlium eſſet ineundum a be Seth d flumen, 
tionibus allätis Alaxpadro, ut illud deſerret ad poſtetum ui 


Alezandrum non obſecutum Parmenioni moxGranicumly 
& fæliciter nn Polanus Com. in Dan. c. 8. 


Homines * On the ochet hand, i dps 1 
= times throw open the door to oy, 
Kudie ol Sorrows and Deſtructiou. He bat {08 
ſzpe ab- mib by. fret, ſims... faith. the W 
errant, & Pr.., 3. An Jaic-brain Ahinuluch. 198 
8 Mull broken to, pieces, Tre 9. 53 

Bum per- Wanfgn rafh yaupg man goth * the 
ficiunt. taoguld Whor Htaight way, or dean 
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hæc ſentenſia, cayendam eſſe tewetitatem & perelpf 7 
juvenes maki ſunt obnoxit᷑? cogitent igitur all Gn 
1, ac temere oY Wore Los =o 
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HS. -co = ooto -© 


| Dipina-Probitene e. 
the g * Ty mom 


— dhe nent 8 , Die arc = conſe> 
n as three ways conſderrd I 


0 5957 As uſhering | in Evils. * 
1nd 2 AS preventive of Evils-⸗ 
% 3- As bringing in ſome politive Good. 


a 0 
-v1 
vi cautions David againſt a Delay. Now 
22 ariſe, go forth and ſpeak; comfortably. 
thy ſervant i: for. 1 ſwear hy the Lord, I 
- net forth, there will not — 
übe night; and jbat wil be. warſe unto thee 
on all the evil that befel; thee: from (tby. youth 
7 now, — The Delay of the Le- 
We is the occaſion ot his being bernighted, 
a ſo he ſtops at Gibeah; where what tollow- 
eh as zecarded, That long chain 'of Evi, of 
ming luſts, cutting up the Concubine in 
the deaths of many thouſands in the 
hatha clay for the fark, link thereof, 
49.8, We find in Hiſtory, how the Em- 
prior Mauricius delaying to execute the Fray- 
tor. Phaces, by tcaſon of the Feltival-ſcaſon ot 
the Nativity of Chriſt, PBocas eſcapes. in that 
1 latexval of time, becomes the bloody Murder - 
1 er 


lays; are doors, or in lets to K- 
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W 
2 haſte than good 
ing. — — 2 —— 
4 22, 23, 24.0 Tua onab, raſbly. flies to Torn: 
A datt bell n __ 
— 
und zt * u de 
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en et 
cy of Mauri, and fo uſurpa the Royal Thron 
Ls fons-in-law are warned te get them guns 
out of Sodom 3 they who were fo in heed 
ing Los admonition, periſh in the hot ting 
of Sodom z yea, it is faid of Lot, Wii's 
lingred, the men laid bold upon bis bond,” ad 
pow the baud of bis wife, and upon the band 
of bis two "daughters, the Lord being meriful 
unto bim : and tbey brought bim forth, and ſe 
lim wit bout the City, Gen. 19. 16, 

2. Delays are ſometimes preventive of 
Evil. Foſepb is caſt into the pit; the bie 
thren tate down to eat and to drink 3: the 
Imaelites draw nigh to them, and ſo the 
Lamb is not butchered, he is (old; being we- 
ſerved for a rich Leeſe in the Land of & 
, Gen. 37. 23, 24, 25, 26. Delay prevents 
a murderous act of a  wrathfol King, at 
faves the life of a Prophet,'2-Kings 6. 32 

3. Delays are Hand- maids to fome pol 
tive Good. A Good becomes x double Goof 
by a fanQtified Delay of Providewee. The Bu- 
ler delays to remember Foſepb, Gen. 40. 1 
he remembers him then, when a diſtteſs ut 
Coutt might render - Foſepb the more wel. 
come thither, Gen. 41: 9, Oe. David makes 
hae to the Throne by Delays: for ſan 
fied ſteps were good ſteps to the Throne. l 
great Atchievements ſober Delays ſtrike 
great firoak: David is not to beflir himſclfin 
falling on te Philflins, till he hear the ſound 
of going i he tops of the Mulberry- trees. 
He, in fetching # compels behind them, oe 
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CHAP. II. 


: 


EAR N, how wicked men are out- wit - 
ted and out-work'c by Frouidence. They 
Saails when they ſhould be Dromedaries, 
md Dromedaries when they ſhould be Snails. . 
conceive miſchief, but bring fortb falſhood, 
J. 14. If there be not a ſudden abortion, 
there is a paſſing the time of delivery, Thus 
2 to the common forms of tpeech, 
come 4 day after the fair; ot; theis bath 
daher puppy blind whelps, | 
& Beware of ſinful Haftcs and Delays. He 
I believetb, ſhall not make bafle; Iſa. 28 16. Fa- 
ens too hafly—in catching after the bleſſing 
the uſe oſ undue means, Gen 27, Abd on 
Mother hand, rememember . David, Pſal. 1 19. 
made baſte, and delayed not, to keep thy 
anden g. Eccleſ. 12, 1. Remember now thy 
Creator in tbe days of tby youth, John 12. 35% 
Walk while ye have the ligbe, left darkneſs come 


It 


became victorious by his prudene Keipub. 


mmeritas i plus confilio & i enio quam robore 
eſt, ne nimia 1008 recum ge- 
+» Lavat. 


216 eee 


II it be enitired', What Rules abe U 
-1 here, as they. reſpect H ſtes and Deleyehn 
may be anſwered in three Directions: 

| 1. Be well acquainted with thy confitut⸗ 
eon or temper 3 wilely:ſuſpe@: it, and aτ 


762 


Nga ly moderate it. Some are of an hatty tem- 

St dot 1 per 5 they ate like fre in firdw* Rave 

: £:-9powder diſpofttion it is Peter 
Mat. 26. 35, &. Jobn 18. 0, Others are 
flow temperament: The Cretiaut are ſaid u 
be ſow-bellier,” Tit. 1, 12. Wildom then mul 
have its (pur or curb, and ule one or other s 
there is occaſion. . 

2. Take à rational Carve h of matten 


cum diu Confider things with:'theiv! eireuinſtanci 3 


——— teacheth Soiomom in t he cafe os raſh 92 

ws Prov: 6, Tg. And in Eci g. 
X mn r heart dafeernerb both time a N 
ris. Nihil que view of matters is of great Kmportutidty 
ex preci- when to be lift; and when e Bd few. 


pitt mag- „„! „ vilzb 40 1011 21 Sie e e 
num. 
Conſilii ene in tebus atttem certis bene agendi takfits 
removeatur ts. Tolle mocas. in ctafßinum wihil ifferss, =o 
Hiſp. lib, a. __— c. 12, : had 44 
37 el bos gala ff Un 10.91% 
3. Gu: : Grid far) direction od lucceld 
Lerd, 1 lian phat che way of im i not in hin · 
ſelf > itſis not in mam that waikgth, to direll by 
fleps,. Jer. 10344 : Here Feremibb bolts fond 
| pre and, So/omon gaves; us a good pi 
& uſe of the pt, Provi3:65 Ii al u 
arktowledg him, ami he ſhall dire® thy pulhbr. 
dung Bleſs God. for what of mercy is conve- 
ed by Haſtes or Delays. It is aid, Abigail ny 
'i alte, 
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18. 18. and David takes notice of 
Providengs 3, or, faith. he; Bfſed, he ibe Lord 
dof Iſrae which ſent tbee this, day to meet me, 


Pirates, and feck to make a prey of God's 
are wind: bound: and ſometimes a fair 
they have; but the guſt ate ſo firong and 
ment, as chat the Ship ot, Fools is ſwal- 
d. A notable Hory for illuſttation may 
ſet, doawn,; which hath, been recom- 
ed to divers from the learned and pious 
Mer; whoſe Uncle (as I have been inſorm- 
ed) telling the (tory (but not knowing the per — he 
fo) at Chriſt's Church in Oxſord, at the Table Hiſtory 
there, a Gentleman bluſh't, and confeſſed him» of the 
ſelf to be the man. And ſeeing the ſtory is in Worthies 
print now, I ſhall ſet it down as it is related by of Erg 
me of our own worthy Writers; and paſs 10 e 
mother Aphotiſm or Obſervation. land, p. 
* About the third of the rcign of Queen 137. 
My, a Purſevant was ſent with a Commiſ- 
*hon into Ireland, to impower ſome eminent 
*perſons to proceed with tire and fagot a- 
*gainſt poor Proteſtants. It happened, by Di- 
ine Frovidence, this Purſevant at Cheſter lodg- 
bed in the houſe of a Proteſtant-Inn-keeper, 
*who having gotten ſome inkling of the mat- 
bes; ſecree] ftole his Commiſſion out of his 
*Cloak-bag,and put the Knave ot Clubs in the 
room 
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a Duden 

** room thereof. Some weeks after he "x © 

« before the Lord's of the Privy-Council 4 ff 
** 


« Dazblin (of whom Biſhop 
* and | hs 
.. < miſſion. They cauſed him to be commit 
= e priſon for ſuch an affront, as done on d 
in ** toderide them. Here he lay for ſome 
the bloo- till with much ado at laſt he got his 
1 —— over 8 — 
und quickly getting his Commiſhon renew. 
4. Aas ed, makes with all ſpeed for _ NY 
tied up But beforc his arrival there, he was preveat- 
with an *eq with the news of Queen Mary's death, 
— e ſo the Lives of many, and the Liberties 
opened in wore, poor Servants of God, were preſes 
Ireland, ved. 5 
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0 BSERVATION . xxix. 


110 VIDENCE bath its wariows or 
al aſpets in matiers- or, The 
Bye of PROVIDENCE bol, more 


wes than one. 
ute ins 


Ezek, 1. every one of the living crea- 
had four faces, v. 6. and the wheels 
there, or racher the rings of them, as the more 
inmediate ſubjeR, are ſaid to be full of eyes, 
#48, What may theſe paſſages in the viſion 
mport, but probably the manifold aſpect of 
Irovidence in matters? However, the truth of 
the "Obſervation may be confidered two 
mays: . + 
1, Exemplifications there arc in Scripture 
to-this purpoſe. That Providence in the Bre- 
thren's going down to Egypt, had its various 
een: it did look backward on their guilt, 
e chat is brought to remembrance, Gen. 42. 
:/ and it did look forward to their preſer- 
mia in the time of Famine, 2s Foſepb doth 
nem them, Gen. 45.7, The borrowing of 
Options Treaſure, Exod, 12. 31, 36, re- 
beds Egyptians in a way of puniſhment 
in the Lord's transferring the property of 
de gods borrowed, to the Iſrochiter, who 


arc 
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A. 


arc now well paid for their hard ſervice, and 
are furniſh*t with materials for the Tabergy 
cle, ſuch as gold, filver, braſs, blue, purp 


ſcarlet, Onyx · ſtones, ce Exod, 35, The raking 


the Ark by the Philiftives, 1 Jam 4. 11. feht 
to confute a conceit of God's protectin by 
ſence, becauſt of the e e e 
Ken of his. preſence in whleh the 'Z 
xelicd, 28 1 Sant, 4. 3,4 and not only layhu 
to puuiſh the 1ſraelites for -tbeir Ark - teh 
ving fins or provocatibns, as 1 Sam. 2.22, Ne 
ther doth that Providence ſtop here, God vis 
dicates the honour of the Ark thus takenzthe 
Philiftins (ball be overcom's; when they 
overcome: The Ark of God amiofig 
that Sacred Cheſt, becomes in a fort « lu 
Coffin for the burial of: many of theme 
there was a deadly deſtruction thorowodtall 
their Cities; the hand of God was h | 
them, as is recorded 1 Sam 5. 6, 9, 11 
ſlaying of Saul by the Philatins, xeſpedzadt 
only Saul's puniſhment for his fins, but iin 
exaltation of David, according to God 
miſe, on which the Providence caſt an aſpeſt i 
order te: its gradual fulfilling: for mow'W 
vid gocs up to Hebron. 2 Sam. 2. 1. In Mas 
1,2. the Wiſe- men came from the Eaſt: th 
jauracy ot, theirs did reſpect their on go 
the alarumniag, of the Jes to conſide 
the. Mifſieb's being born; the confirmation 
Foſeph and Mary the ir faith in Cbriſt. Iulia 
8.24. Chriſt was aſleep in the, Ship's Th 
ſlcep, as it was, de monſtrativt of his Hema 


Nature, and probably; au etkttiof e 
* 4 


reer 
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infirmity;/ ſee Fobx 4, 6. 80 alſo did it 
the trial of the Diſciples, a$v.25. Ia 
the ſame Chapter, we read of two 
poſſeſſed with Devils. That Providence in the 
paſſeſſion there, had its manifold aſpects: the 
unn ends for which it might ſerve, may in 
hrief be — — as, ( 1.) To puniſh and 
chaften for fin the poſſeſſed, and others afflict - 
ſſeſſed ; for it is ſaid, v. 28. they 
an exceeding fierce, ſo that no men might 
that way. (3.) To exerciſe the Diſciples : 
n no ſooner are they eſcaped the ſea · ſtorm, 
us land -one waits for them : before there 
were; fears of drowning ; now an occaſion for 
ſears Jeſt they ſhould be torn in pieces by the 
ſeſed with devils, (3.) To illuſtrate the 
wer and goodneſs of Chrift, who frees the 
of evil tenants, and putteth reaſon, if 
m grace too, into poſſeſſion; ſee Luke 8, 35. 
ro make way for the puniſhment of the 
Hoggiſh- Gergeſenes, whoſe Swine were dearer 
them than the Lamb of God, ſee v,34. And 
thus for Exemplifications : more might be 
ſtarted in but theſe may ſuffice, and that 
the zather, ſeeing others will be couch'd in 
what follows, 

A There are diſtributions, diſtinctions, or 
waliderations of the Aſpects of Providence. 
Theſe may be diverſified or branched divers 


ways. 

. The Aſpect of Providence ſometimes 

looks upward after a more ſignal (fort, and 

io downward on the party, the ſubject 

« the. Diſpenſation. So in the man who was 
Y blind 


. 
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A ect of": 
blind from his birth (Gay the Diſciple, 


ba did fin, this man, or bis par eme, that be 1 
bor blind? Feſus anſwered, Neither bath thi 
man ſinned, nor bis parenti; bus; thes:3be meh 
of God ſhauld be made manifyjt in m, Jong 
1, 2, 3. Had there been no fin in the World, 
there had been no blind neg.: The blinde 
Natus ef Of: this man was an afflictixe evil both with 
itaq; cæ. man and his Parents: It cannot chen be denitd, 
eus, ut per as if Providence did overlook fin, and the a6 
Chriſtum ion of Son and Parents abſqlytely : its ape 
4. — there is downward in @ ſenſe, but moe f 
cerere” nally another way, vis, That by Chtiſt in 


tur opus 


Dei. Muſ- bliod man the work of God might be dedar 
culus, as one noteth. 1 

2. The face of Providence looks on othens 
well as the parties who ate the immediateſub- 
jects of it. And this, (1:) By way of caution 
or warning to take heed of ſin, ſor whichſach 
and ſuch have been the ſubjects of: (aart(Thy 
in Jeremiabꝰs time are willed ta note the fa. 
lob<Providence: But go ye nom unto wy fiat 
which was in Shilob, and ſee what I dll 19 ſi 
the wickedn'ſs of my people. Iſrael, Jer. th 
Remember Lot*s Wife, (aith Chriſt, Lab 17. N 
( 2. ) By way of imitation, in regard of thees 
erciſe ot grace. Job's trials may leſſon others 
who have little of Job's afflictions, and lefsof 
his patience under them. God did ſet him i 
as a ſtately Monument for the diſplq; a 
grace to the ages to come, Janet 5,11 (30 
way of particular encouragerment.to-look up 
to God, and wait on him for help, aad t ſut be- 
cauſe ot che intervention of ſpecul ow 
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duce 3 which though in the firſt place it. cen- 
tun in, or falls on one; yet reacheth anothes's 
elſe. A clear inſtance for this, we have in Mark 
g; where Feirw beſought Chriſt for his daugh- 
texat the point of death, v. 23. By the way a 
is made an intervening - Providence there 
bathe cure of the woman which had an if- 
fue of blood twelve years, v. 25, to 34. Now 
this Providence in the cure of the woman, may 
ſerve for the cure of Fairs his faiths it might 
atourage him who met with ſuch an encou- 
ing · diſpenſation. Chriſt faith to him, Be 
id, only believe, v. 36. Chriſt here, like 
the-Husbandman, negleRs not the Vine, whilſt 
N goes aſide a little to (eek for a prop for its 


t. 
. Aſpect of Providence is ſometimes 
ſowning, but after a different ſort. There is 
thy wrinckled brow of Diſpleaſure, but dif- 
ent, as it reſpects ſlaves and children in 
the family, The ſame Providence which hath 
fp teeth for ſinners, hath ics filed or blunt- 
a ones for Saints. So in that overflowing« 
kourge Iſaiah ſpeaks of, Iſa. 28. Some ſhall 
le troddery down by it a wo there is to the 
mockers there, (ce v. 18, to 23. Others they 
tive ground and direction for ſupport z and 
they might eye Chrift who was to come, and 
o conelude there would not be an utter ex- 
tipation of the Nation, and for his ſake there 
be mitigation, 3 ſee v. 16, yea, that 
they who were the good corn, met 


vith che wheel ; yet it is not a breaking-wheel, 
un there allegorically intimated, v. 28. ſee 
- Y- 2 ſome- 
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A Paoſpect 


fome what a parallcl-place, ' which .may ſcere 


both for a proof of what is here: mrended, 


and a comment or expoſition on this of Faiabs 


Prophecy, «Amos 9.9, 10. 1 ; 

4. The face of Providence lopks ſome- 
rimes on what is paſt, preſent, and tocome, 
Nebuchadnezzar's expuliion from the Ro 
Seat, looks back on the Prophetical Viſion asin» 
terpreted by Datel, chap. 4. 25. It ſtares Ne 
buchaanezzar in the tace; looks big on him, 
when Nebuch adnezzar is ſwollen big with pride: 
Far while the word (a proud one) was in th 
King's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven lt 
v. 31. The ſame hour was the thing fulfilled um 
Nebuchaduezzar, and he was driven from men, &. 
v. 33. And this his being driven from men, 
looks forward; inaſmuch as the proud fl 
being eaten out by this Corrofive, he is u. 
forced again to his Power and Dignity, #,3h 
357 36; 37. Jonab is thrown over-board into 
the ſea, Fonab'1. 15, Here, by this Providene, 
as the Murinersare lefloned to know mored 
the God of the Winds and Sea; fo Fonab is 
catechized by the rough Meſſenger which 
purſued him: The ſea wrought, and wa tempt 
ſtuow, v. 11. The points of Fonab's Catechilm 
were two ; What an Evil he had committed, 
v.12, and, What good the Lord intended by 
making him ductiſe and pliable to go to Mu- 
veb, and preach unto them the preaching thit 
God bid him, as it is ſaid Jonab 3. 2, 

5. The Alpe& of Providence may be conſ 
dered as. primary and ſecondary, There 88 
primary or chief Errand which Providence * 
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to a man under this or that Diſpenſation; as 
he who goes to a Prince's Goury, intends prin- 
cipally the ſight of the Priuce, and yet beholds 
others there; Sometimes an aſſlictive Diſpenſa- 
tion may be primarily, by way of caſtigation 
for ſome ſpecial ſin; and ſecondarily, by way 
of probatiop, trial, or exerciſe of grace, Thus 
in Darid%s.gafe,' when Abſolom's wild and hor- 
nu pranks are the Remembrancers of Da- 
nils ſolly in the matter of Vriab, (ce 2 Sam. 12, 
Again, other whiles a Diſpenſation of Providence 
way principaly reſpect the trial of grace, and 
pot ſome ſignal guilt foregoing. So in Fob 
his caſe, Prouideuce might caſt there an eye on 
the ſins of, his youth, as that paſſage Fob 13.26, 
may import > and yet it might primarily in- 
tend and point out the ſparkiing-graces of his 
per years : for we read of Job's precious pie- 
ty, and rate or admired circumſpection, ber 
fore the De vit was let looſe on him; and like. 
wile the Lord's approbation of him: and no- 
thing doth Satan charge againſt Job, but a falfly 
ſuppoled guilt of (clfiſhnels in ſerving God, ſce 
J# 1. Theſe and the like Reaſons may (way, 
That thqugh correction for fin is not exclu- 
ded, yet the diſplay of grace was primarily in» 
r in that ſtartling Diſpenſation of Provi- 
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CHAP. IL 


I, HAT ſtupidity, dulneſs, and ey 
V vertency, is abroad in the World! 
Providence, like the Sun, (cattersits beams, and 
and te they ate who fee them. The moſtof 
pet ſonszif they ſee any thing, it's like thit man 
in Mat. 8, 24. TI fee men ( faith he) e tree 
walking, It's often to be noted, how men haye 
_ and confuſed zpprehenſions of a fromw 
ng aſpect of Providence, It is for our (ins, ij 
nA that this or that judgment is: " Herth 
a ſtop; they are not by a frowning-Prov- 
dence 'frown*%d into an holy loathing of ſach 
fitis which ' Providence frowns on. The Aſpth 
of! Providence are little ſeen, and Jeſs improtd, 
Iſtqel' doth not kw, my ' people dot not . 
Ae, IIa. 1.3. 
2. Take heed of flandering Providence in in 
Aſpects. Mike not that an encoutaging · Ape 
of ' Providence, which God doth not ſo malt; 
vonſtitute, ur ed There 4s a Negatives 
Aipe& of Pr e; Where man 'ſometitnes 
fancics 'a Poſitive-one. He that Mall ſollot 
the falſe Prophet becaaſe of a ſign given, and 
that lign comes to paſs, abuſeth Providence in a 
pretended Aſpect of it; fee Deut. 13.1, 23. 
3. Labour to be verſt in the Alpe cts of fra 
pidence, For want of an holy dexterity this 
way, a man wrongs God, others, and himſelt: 
He faltens, by a wrong conſtruction, that on 
God, which the Lord approveth not; and i 
in jar ious to others and himlelf, as _— or 
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himſelf ae concernd in the weong Concluſi- 
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ons dran from the Aſpects of Providence. 


an tonch On a few. 


N an — 
iir lip of i in a man, be darkneſs, hom 
f 1 2 winteſs'Þ Mat. 6. 23. The Jorg, 
tool the ts to be in the right, and 
withal judged Chrit to he. 2 Deceiver, how 

lapply the Afped uf Providence 
Wards Chriſt on the CroGZ? It's truc, 
the Aſpect was d frowning anc ; but not in 
dunn ſort as they blaſphumouſly afferted it 
10 be, ſee MH 994 39, 40,41 42,43. The two 
Wimeſſes ase ſlein z and what befalls them, 
otherwiſe rhan according to truth, in- 
_ by them: who did rejoyce over them, 
nale merry, Ney. 11. 10. Luther, whilit 


douhey | m 


Here me Directions might be inſiſted on; I 


judgment. 


withlous Papi had other thoughts of the 

Niſſentients from the Romuſh Synagogue, than — — 
mer warde when his re 
Tyht, as he declstech in his Preface to the & ifi 


Confeſſion of Faith of the Baro 


nen of Bohemia. 


zun mihi non its iuvig, ut ant craft in Papi 


i 


1 


judgment was fect 


# 


ns and Noble- 


. Conſidet how a benign Aſpect may be 
1 ro ning one and a frowning one, a ſa- 
Wureble one. Fhe proſperity ot a finner, is 
bis miſery; end the adverſity of a Saint, is 
ks mercy, as the Lord ordeteth the matter 
i the courſe of his Providence, Want of wif- 
ty in God's Providence on 


dom to ſee a myſte 


14 


this 


currebant 


{ratres, 
quos 
Pighardos 
vocabant, 
ſtate me3. 


A Pzoſpert.of | 
this wiſe, is the reaſon why men are oat 
their apprehenſzons about the Aſpects of By 
vidence. The Pſalmift ſpeaks fully to this, ſaying 
O Lerd, bow great are thy workg, and thy 
are very deep! a brutiſh man knoweth not, nathe 
doth 4. fool — wy 5 22 wichd 
ing 4s the graſs, w the workgy 
[ton Sor der it is that they ſpall be dau 
for * . Pla], 92. 1 6, 1 N ins 
by not too quick or in paſſigg 
judgment on an Alpect of Providence, Thi 
Wind of Providence is up, but how ſoon, u 
where, or in what quarter it may ſet, mu 
knoweth not. The Barbarians cenſure Powl iu 
s Murderer, becauſe Vengeance in its from 
ing aſpe& purſues him; but when Pau fh 
off the Beaſt into the fire, and felt no ham, 
they changed their minds, Ad, 28, 3,4, 
4. Remember how the  AſpeRs ot . 
dence have a different conſideration. . 
times a Providence reſpects the Perſon, bus ut 
the Action. So in Abrabam's caſe; God g 
ſerves his Wife, which was like to be de 
in Abimilecb's Court. God had a reſpec 
Abrabam as he was Abrabam the Saint, 4s 
ham the Prophet, not Abraham the diſtruſtexdl 
Previdence in that matter, The Aſpect of f. 
vidence doth not countenance Abrabam's mi- 
carriage in that buſineſs : Abraham is ſpoke 
of there as a Prophet, pot a Diſſembler, Gu. 
$0. Þ | 
Again, Providence may re ſpect the ſubſlane 
of the action, buſineſs, management, not 
.cixcumſ}ances, or irregularity coupled 1 
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dem becaule.. they lied but becauſe 


eee 
utiqn, diſpoſition, endeavour to d. 
or that. It is ſaid ,, God; dealt, well 
the Midwifes, Exod. 3, 20. Suppoſe they 
told * et God dealt hot well with 


to the people of God, ,as 
in obſerveth, or becauſe they feared 
a5 it is ſaid u. 21. Whatever were their 
it ſeems they did act from a vertuous 
iple, which God graciouſly taketh no- 


tice of , and xecompenceth, as is ſaid in the 


mentioned. Lot hath a ſhare in a ſig- 
nal Providence, by way of. reſcue ox deli- 
rerance from the hands of rude neighbours, 


Gen, 19. 9, 10, 11. He had made a fair, or ra- 


ther a foul, propoſal of Articles for accom- 
modation, v 8. Provideuwce doth not coun- 
tenance that proffer of hisz it muſt not be 
conſtrued ſo, but as it it reſpects Lot a 


, or his pious diſpoſition and endea- . 


wur to preſerve his Gueſts ; Providence keeps 
bim, who was willing to have the Laws of 
Hoſpitality kept unviolated, as he profeſſeth, 
ling, Only wnto theſe men do nothing; for 
a came they under the ſhadow of my roof, 
ver. $. 

. Lofily, Providence reſpects neither Perſon 
nor Action, but ſomething elſe which is 
the primary object of its aſpect. Foaſh is 
only (av'd alive, when all the Seed-Royal is 
deſtroyed by Athaliab , 2 Chron. 22. 10, 1t, 


12. He prqv'd bad enough afterward, not- 


Hiehltanding ſo ſignal preſervation, and ex- 
alcation 
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did not ſo much · eſpect him, po « 
grevate his ſin; as the promiſe made 
David, whole * Hine wis not quipe to be 


ri "et; for ſo It is —— in 1008 
23.3. Bebold the Sings ' ſon en reign, i th 
bath ſaid of ihe ſong of Pd Pill Fat 
2 great man; and whence! if this? 
Prayer of à good _— art the Prowiſe 
e 


of the ' great God, are the ftilrs on which 
Vnael's Greatneſs mounttth volt. 15 is $ (x: 


preſt Gen. 17. 20. | 
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OBSERVATION Xxx. 


lune Paſſages of PROVIDENCE 
"me Prelude, Herbingers, or Fore- 
annere of 4 Train of Providence 


DF 


CHAP. I. 


S there are prefix't Paſſages or Prefa- 
ces to what the Lord commendeth to 
mans conſideration in the Sacred Scripture, 
1 Heu, O Iſrael, abus ſaith vhe Lord: mboſo 
bad ears to bear, let bim bear: $0 there are 
Prefaces to God's Providential Diſpenfations, 
lehre, in the Aſpects of Providence, it was 
ea ho fome did look forward to mat- 
” | inp theſe Aſpects, which may be termed 
eu, or Precurſory, are like Scouts of 
the> Army, or the Fotlorn-hope, which en- 
rape firſt, ere the body of the Army come 
9.10 gropplc with che Enemy. Now that 

are Providentiatpaſſages of this nature, 


t. From Increpations or Reprooſs ſor not 
ieedin g them. So Hoſ. 7. 9. Strangers bave 
rid bis flrength, and be kpoweth it not: yes, 
re hairs are bere und there pon bim, yet be 
hub it not. And fo Mat, 16. Chriſi 2 
t 


A Paoſpec of 
the Fews, in that they could obſerve a fore; 
going work of Providence in Naturals, but no 
fo in Spirituals: When it is evening (ſaith he) 
ye ſay it will be fair weatber, for the thje 1j r 
in tbe roy, it will/be'foul meat ler ſy 

the thie is red and lowring, O ye hypoeriter ] yy 
can diſcern tbe fate of tbe nie, but ye canmi 
diſcern the ſigns of the timer, v. 2,3. Thefer 
did not ſo take notice of. Prophecies refer 
ring to Chriſt, The Scepter's departi * 

b; The coming of Jobn the Bape 

Goſpel-Eljab ; The Miracles of Chriſt dun 
amongſt them: All which,.aot ſo heeded, 
might be proemial ſigns too, of approaching 
judgment. They, it ſeems, were better 
in their Almanacks, than in their Bibles, 
the accommodation of hat is in their Bible 
to 'thejr, preſent condition; and for thisthar 
ſtupidity, they. are check't by Chriſt, and i 
ſharply $964: } | 100139053] "DOT? 4 via 
2. From Admonitions or /Exhortations# 
take notice oſ ſuch Prefaces of Provided 
matters,. There is a Treitiſę of antecedent 
ſigns peu d by a Divin ; Mat.24.Tha 
per cutſoty ſigns ſpoken of there, may be aw 
lidered with reſpect to the deſttuction of J 
ruſalem, and the World An Admonition 
conſider of whe one, we have in vs 15. Nn 
ye therefore ſhall ſee tbe abomination of deal 
ſpoken of- by Haniel the propbet:; wheſo read 
tet him underſtand, &c. An exhortation td 
prove the ather, yet uot.cxcluding the forme! 
ſort of approaching ſigus of calamity, ve hm 
in u 32, Now learn 4 parable of the fen. 
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un bis branch is yet tender, and putterb forth 
hives; ye know: that , ſummer is nigh: ſo likg- 
r he, when! ye ſhall ſee all tbeſe things, know 
d near, even at the door, - of 
From Exemplifications of. ſuch Prefaces 
of: Providence;and that as they have a reference 
(1) To perſons good; and (3.) bad. 
For the firſt ſort. Moſes flays' the Egyptian 
__ Hebrew, Exod, 2. 21. This ſact of 
s to be a preſage of Moſes, as one 
wha would be the Hammer of Providence to 


proved, Before Moſer, Foſeph had that in a 
Gram which was afterwards fulfilled, as Gen. 
4, 6, &c. Sampſon rent the young Lion as 
ha would — 2 Kid, Jug. 14.5, 6. He 
afteewards makes renting- work amongſt the 
lin. David ſlays the Lion and the Bear; 
ad after that, a Mctaphorical Lion or Bear, 
mmely, Goliab the Philiftin, 1 Sam. 17. Theſe 
kits were preambulatory to noble and royal 
of Valour performed by him afterwards. 
Our Saviour in his minority is found ſitting in 
the mid of the Doctors, both hearing them, 
ud asking t hem queſtions ; and all that heard 
kim, were aſtoniſhed at his underſtanding and 
miwers, Luke 2. 46, 47. 
Again, There are ſome Prefaces of Proui- 
lu which reſpect the Bad, whom Providence 
may uſe for black work to be done in the 
world. It is ſaid, Sarah ſaw the ſon of Agar the 
tian, which ſhe bad born unto Abrabam,mock- 
1 9. Here is an early diſcovery of 
I, whole poſterity were cruel mockers 
in- 
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knock down the. Egyptians, as he afterwards. 
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a & WMWoſped: of:- 
indeed, as Pfol.$3.6; they were of-that Jung 
there Ps t and did penſiſt on in 8 
antipa thy af their father, who, born after 
fleſh, perſecuted him that was born after 
ſpirit, Gol. 4. 29, Feroboam was to be a f. 
to the houſe of David: He was an active may 
whom Salomon takes cognifance of, 1 King, iu, 
28. His new Garment is tent into tuen 
pie ces, and ten of them are delivered himly 
the Prophet, Abij ab, and that as a preſage ai 
ten Tribes to be headed by him, v. 30, 3. 
lomas ſought to kill Feraboam, but ewe 
eſcapes into Egypt, there he lurks till the feel 
of Sedition is up, and towards its harveſl; y 
v. 40, with the next Chapter compar d. Judy 
betrays his Maſtery. beſides a: typical preſagedf 
this, Pſel. 41, 9. with Ad, 1. 16. there wee 
ſame. other prefages , which after his han 
treachery, might. be better underſtood by the 
Diſciples, That in John 6,70. Have not I (ſath 
Chriſt ) cboſen yen twelve, and one of you it 
devil ? was a tinckling of the Larum-bell'» 
mongſt che Diſciples. Whether Juda did tha 
ſpet ſome of his venom, yet more ſecretly, 
amongſt the Diſciples which there went back, 
and walked no more with Chriſt; and ſo & 
pen'd, or helpt to hold open, the door of their 
apoſtacy: or whether, upon their apoſticyſbe 1 3 
begun to make a ftir amongſt the eleven, 4 
ſo was a Mutineer in that ſmall company leit, 
is not ſo expreſt in the Chapter 3 yet whether 
the one or the other, or both, may not be in- 
plicd as the occaſion of Chrili's ſpeech, m 
not peremptorily be denied. We aug 
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thy ane Jade was a Make-batey 2 Quarrel- 


16 at another time, Fobn'12. by was mt 


(4b he) this cintmend ſold: for three bande 
pace, and given to. the poor ꝰ v. 5. This be ſaid 
(Auth the Text) v. 6, ) nos that be cared for 
the poorg but: becauſe be ws a thief, and bad the 
bgy and: bart: what - was put therein. Judas bis 
re was as full of covetous projects, as 


wes betray'd by this World's goods, ere he 
Ways his Lord and Maſter. The Devil 


knows how to hew an Hypocrite, a Tray- 
tor(.a Marderer, out of the Mammon of un- 
7 (s. A worldly heart will be any 
z than what it ſhould be, The prog- 
nollicks or preſages of Apoſtacy , may be 
fan in an inordinacy of aſſection to the 
of this life; So in Judas here, that Li- 
@ which is knows by his gripmg-paw. 
From the Diſtinctions of Procmial Di- 
lat ions, or Preſages of Providence. Theſe 
i be conſidered, 


. In reſpect of the Mode or Manner, how 
they are by way of Prelage. 

2. In teſpect of the Matter, to which they 
have reference, 

ln regard of the Subjects or Perſons 

cCeoncern'd in them. 


1 the firſt place then, Preſages are 
ahdered, (1) By -way of meer ſignifican- 
id that, (1.) Negatively, as to that 
which (hall not be, So the Bow in the Cloud 


15 


bag of treaſute which he bare. His heart 
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A Peaſfpec of. 
is's ſignificant Pledg or Token that the, 
waters ſhall no more become: 4 flood 19 
deſtroy all fleſh, Ger, 9. 13, 14, 15« See Taq, 
$,6, 7. with 11,145 15. (2. Poſitively, u 
to that which thus or thus falls out. ' Sothe 
ſhooting of the. Arrow by Feboaban, and the: 
ſmiting upon the ground wich the Arrow 
were & preſage, though an extraordinary ins 
fiituted one, of the (miting of the . 
2 King. 13. 17, 18, 19. The crowing -of the 
Cock was a preſage of what Chriſt had fad 
to Peter, Mat. 26, 34. with 74, 75: 7 

2, By way of tcal Caulality ; And ſo Ds: 
vid's noble Exploits bad an influence to hight 
ing received as King by: the Tribes of Ita 
who came to him,” ſaying, 'Bebold, we are thy 
bane, and thy fleſh : alſo in time: paſt, when Soul 
gs; king over in, thon wa he that leddeſt ont ai 
broughtejt in Iſrael: and the Lord ſaid 10 they 
They ſhalt feed my people Iſrael, and thou ſrolie 
captain over Iſrael: ſo all the elders of 
came to the king 10 Hebron; and king 
made a league with them in Hebron, before the 
Lord, and they anointed David king over Iſrad, 
2 Sam. 5.1, 2, 3. . 

3. By way of ſignificancy and caulality 
There are Preſages mix't. Gideon goes tothe 
Nidzanites Tents, hears one of the Sol 
telling his dream to his fellow, and li 
wiſe the interpretation thereof given by l 
{cilow : and hereupon Gideon is quicktedi0 


taith, prayer, and courage to ſet on the Amy 


of the Midianites, who ate worlied, a5 Ju 
7. 10, KC. + 
Hithe 


r a 
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noms in men's 
ntemp notre. (.3- ) From this intempe- 
ate bf che Hutflours, what can he expe- 
Abeein Tpidetnical ſpreading ef acute 
Mik 15 From the Hot and dty in- 
etarure both of Bodies and the Air, 
die *of men , which have a ſympa- 
bf's Body, are eaſily provoked to 
th; contentions, brapels, and fights: and: 
"Kings ang Princes ate more deli- 
Js le than *bthers, and naturally 
eek and have the Humours more 
ted and eaſie for in flammation, 
chers; it may eafily happen, that in 
ele bot and "dry years, than at other 
ines, Princes urę ſooner and more vehe- 
ly tir d. up to Contentions, Revenges, 
the⸗ Witkng of Wart in the World 
| theſe Wut oftenrimes bring with chem 
e changes af Goverprienit or Kingdoms. 
Thu the  Tedtned Zinc). All I have to 
Niere, is: None of the'Wotks of God are 
ov ſlighteck: and though chete be Tyme 
oh in  Stcond"Cimes] yet We de 
2 not 
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not to forget ws Fn. 7 
fearful 990 5 
from e AL 77 by 
qu: ( to 
—— nr A 1 
publice mig he 4 en (pom the aig 
nos — nee 


E & Ggus, oc hone] ins 


monet. Gmaltherwy in A c. 14. 


Sceandly, The. Puke af 
be canligered, ip. relpect of 
which they have a reference 
(1.) Joyoys, or by way 
Dove came in t oo in the 
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ah to come 25K 


at large u 
Din bin 1 fore the 
1765 the 
oy 5 d v1 Som 5+ 
68 5 == 55 53.2 le 
ly, Froſages sand Dolctul, are couch 
the forc- 2 in, though not 3 
under the notion of, this particular 
tion, but under the notion of Preſages in 
gencral. Piri 


* c* 
- 


FETT. 


4 or 
, as they reſſ 

lily, relating t . 
Sers caſe, to whom Same (aid, The 
rd bath rent the kingdom. of Iſrael from: thee 
dey, 1 Sam; 15-28, Other Inſtances men- 


in her 17 97 44 
* Conpun 2 85 or as my * 
amunuy Perlons, A w ace 
ding as the. Preſages _ be the ſub- 


of; jox or wo. There are National 


tercies, and National Judgments, and Pce- 

to or of each, The diſtinct handling 

& ach ſost of Preſages, will fall in with 

excics and Afflictions. which are not here 

ly $0, be inſiſted on. I paſs there» 

to the Accommadationor Improvement 
Obſervation. 
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CHAP. I, 


EARN; from whence ſome do give a 
| & notable gueſs at future matters. & due 
aiervance of. foregoing Diſpenſations, is a 
to unlock the door for an infight into 
ure ones. As ſome creatures are more ſen» 
fible of an approaching ftorm they are the 
Huibandman's natural Almanack, and trucſt 
dus too, Fob 36, 31. So they who obſerve 

2 2 the 
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Scr Saints vk donc. As we ate not 


ö f <= 


7 * 


the out. goings of Gbd n the world; may f 
farther «7 he [Politicians of” the pl 
Great ones, O bandet Tee"diy" Ft a Ned 
hoj3av: Rrupgely be- nighted in 'Jeſigns 
and vatidext akings. 4 2 2 Si voii th 
r bferve Prbvidince: by ee 
ant that the rather; conſidering, Kl.) 10 


make preſiges Where no ground i ſo todo 
ſo we are not to paſs by thit:'the obſet rant 
white may te content with” wifforn, J4- 
cob put not off s dreams, becauſe dream 
ande dre atis & boy 3 he gives him the 
Hearing -and'6bſtr ves ſomething more int 
thats the workings of # childift fancy, Genz 
t Na.) The met heeding of Provideut' 
its Prormial di — l 
caſes prove tobe bf dangerons  cbrifeque 
ati the Baplift was the' Elias to coe, 
the tore · runner vſothe MH for 46 
Luke, chap. 1. v. 17. He ſhall” g, before 
the ſpirit aud power of Elias. The Fews did not 
heed the Providence of God in the Baptit, Mar. 
17. 12. But I ſay unto you, that Elia is um 
already, and they Riem Him not. ut have done unn 
him ron they lifted. Likewiſe ſhall alſo the 
So Man ſaff of bem, This the K. 
Harbinger being not regarded no wondes if 
the King himſelf be not wdlcom's, He amt 
e ibis own; and bis own reteivid bim wt; 
John. 1.11. ene e 
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5 aud preſent Paſſages of Prov dence 


; more ok teſe, for for 
mac, aer, or © Whar Falls out 
7 hr te refuls of ifſne' of 'Prowis 

before, © 4s ad or r 
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PHIS Obſervation being akin to che fol 
mer, the leſs may be ſaid ; yet if the 
be (aid, cach of thele, like two Glaſſes, 
reflect on cach other; and things teflect - 
in them, will the better be taken cogni- 
nance of. Before, we conſidered Providence ra: 
er 45 an eye looking forward; here we may 
ok on it as an hand, throwing up the 
eth, and laying in ſtones for ſuperſtruckion- 
work. to g0 on. There ate three Generals 
to, be ſpoken, t to here; 


. The various Mode or Manner how paſt 
or pre ſent paſlages of Providence lay a 
-, . foundation. 
* The intetval of time between the Foun- 
% : dation and aſter-Superſtruction. 
1 2 Latitude or Extent of this with re- 
ſpeck to Matters. 32 Firſt, 


| 


' 
: 


34% 1 Proſpect of |. 

Firft, To begin then with the firſt; and ſo 
— and preſent things, in order to what fol- 

ows, may be conſidered, | 
1. According to their intrinſecal and pro- 
per nature, their uſual * manner of workity, 
qualification for what is the ordinary reſult, g 
Providence is converſent about them, Thai | 


a 
man md, aud a | 
; 2 and vera tion of mind (es one ſai 
fa locum. is a kind of madneſs, which oppreſſion ut in 
' force and nature bringeth, unleſs a man well 
principled with piery, fliz unto God for ſhel 
ter and refuge; and after the like ſort, briky 
blinds the cye of a wiſe man--- 


ain, things may be conſidered * 
124 cauſality attending them 


regard of their iſſues ; and here the laid | 
may be conſidered ( as over-ruled by 


\ 


dence ) three ways: 
1. As indifferent in theit on nature let 
the production of this or that effeck. The Ut 
cuts the wood, and cuts a man's leg: the ſum 
Ax which fclls the tree down for fewel ot 
ſome other uſe, kills a man at another time, 
as Dent. 19. 5, 

2. As _— ſome tendency, inclinariba, 
or propenſity, for this or that eflect; but not 
proportionable, in it ſelf confidered, for the 
product thereof. Gideon's Three hundred mes 
rout a vaſt Army, — ſo lay a foundation for 
their Count te q et, and xeſpir from the 
Midianitiſh fury, udg ). 3. A 


acc oe a. ee e = rw 3TEHA: 


es acc. it Doo oo. www. A eo i#t a 


_ 1 . irrer 


Dibine Pwbldente. 

. U verſe did comratiant in all likeli- 
hood to What follows. Thus Foſeph's bre- 
thren rid their Father's houſe of Foſepb; which 
i& of theirs, by an over-tuling Providence,con- 
tihytes tot the preſervation of the Family at- 
tervards;' ais affcrted by Foſeph, Gen. 45; 9, 
7; Handy 17 if; : 

There it another conſideration of things 
pitt dd preſent; in order to futurity 4 and 


*k'By way of natural cauſality 3 as things 
g to their very natures phyſically con- 
work thus, is for fire to burn the 
houſes of Ziglag, being applied to thein, 1 Sam, 
mw By way of moral cauſality or order 
= he Hot hath — {tmp pc — 
A did ptopflane the Lord's 1: this 
Mo mor! foundation for a —— Beufe of 
ion to be etected among them: For bi 
— 7 22 ) — are weak and 
Nun you, an ſeep, 1 Cor, xt. 30. 
how other hand, whed ie Temple work 
ninded by them in the Prophet Haggai's 
time, the laying of the foundation of che Tem- 
fe, wal through grace the liying of a foun- 
Gtion of future Mercies; as is plainly declared 
i Hag. 2. 18, 19. | | 
3, By wiy both of natural and moral cau- 
«\Both'theſe ſtreams meet in one channel 
imes. The' drankard and the glutton ſpall 
Unite to piverty : and dromſiueſi ſhall clothe a max 
*th ragt, Prov. 23. 21, Theſe fins have hoe 
day « moral provocation in them, by reaſon 
| Z 4 yhercoſ 


r rr 
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A Pzoſped. of; ”: 
whereof God doth zighteouſiy ponich 
ners; but likewiſe according to a natu 
dency, are an in dete to poverty. rut 
(as ong ſaith) turns, man, his family, yea 0 bb 
done baer out at the Wicket. ys bs 
lily, and are Moths, to men's 
do not only fight * 
Mercies, but allo again 
Peers and Comlart. e ws on A 
re the Cannons, yt ave no gn 


rel with Providence, 
hea tech bot in e ee = 
1 — wn houſes, to the burning of 
r.the, firk general propounded, 
" Secondly, The interval or ſpace of — 
Caules, 75 Loh 11 
tae nt 
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ral gg ſeed, hats, 
= earthed after the for et: l 


— 


to pals after, which were 
Caufts before. Thorp 1 Ir 
* Providence ; Mercigs 
are. la up in this Treaſure- Feu Ke 1 
ing.of this Tcealure: pou belongs 65 
9995 the opchinggf 

43 Someti 148 is but a little dig 

between che dag Matters, and their 
ſes, The Houſe is EY up, and covered, whe: 
ther it be an Houle, qt Feaſting, or Mourni 
word, and good. word, there js for: Jeb 


tt 4. hs the people, whea. be are, taſting 
[ 


nz upon the accoun 
Wa l- pdp he 3 JANES 
70 5 tor morraw go o 27 LEP then * 175 
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; ſends wap: t Aba 

b ffi &> \Propere: Gb 
bgt+be raj hf thee not: 

bat i the mean while, that: 

A r „Ce. U King-1 8. 

e te PIT: 1 

may bring _ Brov. 


ee " diſtance is; — * 
0 ler do not ſhake hands by ang 
1 N made à Rod far their) 
bung up by the wall; of - Proi- 
years, ere they were laſh's = 
a..Foſeph's being ſent into 
ſenes to the future good. t his 
. open The Tree was tranſplanted 
3 wich his ſons, cat of the fruit 
— 5 for Foſepb was (eventgen:,years when 
old ir A ede 37.2. and he) was thirty 
ANY ſtood before-Phargcb King 
4 16. and he tells his hrethren, 
A him Lord - Tregſurer in Egypt, 
' 125 years bath the Famine been in 
Gen.,45,6 Lay 2 jp Foſepb's 
own into, Egypt, ha tion for 
elites going vp out of 1 2 to Canary, 
og to the. prophecy, Gen. 2* 13,14. 


y, The rad or. extgng of a founs 
tor ſuture Ku is next to be ſpo- 
o; aud, may. bc onſidered two ways: 


In reſpect of Things, 
CL eſpact WOE nen of Per- 


bog Q T T K 


i 


dll DT 7 IERS SY 35 ©» CESS WITTE 5. POLICY FAY CC OY OI I OE. 7 


1. Ia 


TC LC —_—27 


. 4 


Fire: 


Journey at hand: fot F 

low Ay . — — 
provided - ſor in a firan tte y. 
of Providence fore - ſees Raue — 
the Hand of Providence is ſotnetimes 
hand by way of proviſion for the — 
Providence. Other things might here be itifis 
ted in, as in Marriage, Health,” Liberty? 
I paſs to things of ſpititual evi j 
and (6 to avoid repetition of hit elſeivhen 
is here reducible, I ſhall only touch or 
things: (x.) Converſion to the Faith. (a. 
fiewation in the Faith. There ate 
of Providence which paves way to each. 
in his Provideitee taiſeth up Infituments, whit 
he ſends 7 — jen ng prog 
that faith comes ring, us the A ö 
doth declare, A 15, 17. Words (pos of 
at one time, lay a foundarion for vt 
tion at another: So Fobn 1. 22, When ther ha 
fore he was riſen from the) dead, bis diffiphr 8 
remembred that be bad ſaid this ume mu | 
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— refer to per- 
— — and 


the —— mart promotion, exalta- 
Ron ts places of Power and Dig · 
(2.) As el teſpect the dejection of 
the clipping their Power and Dig- 
- That there ate matters which may 
more or leſs both as to 
one arid the other, is apparent out of 
Ren (io tzo no further Paul and David. 
Mut iheſe matters in particular are, is ſubject · 
Aer for & Treatiſe of Providence referring 
ty Politicals. 
"4; There atc paſſages of Providence which 
Eccleſiaſtical perſons, whom God 
hear to ' himſelf in his ſervice, as was 
of the Tribe of Levi, Numb. 3. 6, Theſe 
may be diſtinguiſh't into ſuch which are, 
1. More remote. 
2, More near, 

To inſtance in the firſt, God's preſerving 
of them in the foregoing part of theit lite 
x obſervable, Muſculu, when 2 little one, 
had the Plague: he dies not, God having 
Ki for him to do: he is plague- proof, till 

work be done. Moſes the Lord's Prophet 


in 


.53i&;Profpecti of”: 


in the Old- Teſameut, Chriſt in the 


are exemplifications of this. Neither f 
the bloody Wolf, nor Hero the BY 
choak theſe Lambs in their Jofancy, 1 
elſewhere been noted upan another . 
vation. 1 ts £4 * 2 
Again, there ara / paſſages, of Treuidbee | 
Near 3 as preparation. — fitting, for the v 
and actual calling and diſpaling them 
cording; as Godin his  Pnevdines; (eeth þ 
Timotby was nurtured in the v kno! 
the Scriptures from a Child,;2 Tom: 3. 1g.1 
be well verſt in the Scriptures, is 2 
preparative for; Divinity, He is 2 
lemnly ſet apart for publick work of 
Miniſtry, 1 Tim. 4 14. The Diſciples gf: Chu 
were Hearers oi Him, beſore they wan: 
Speakers. They had an extraordinary Cl 
as Apoſtles and this their receiving the 
Lord's Pre(s-mony, had @ zeſgect to un 
Service. 1 
More might; be ſaid here, as it refers. 
Perſons Eccleſiaſtical, who as they are Ok 
cers in the, Church, ſo may they be (pokes 
of in a Treatiſe of Providence xefcrring i 
God's Church or Peqple. 18 
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ground or Saint! H ad Sinners 
There is a Seed plot both for the Afflictio- 
| art oo Mel's that fim in tears, ſhall nes e- 
Hh goeth forth and weepeth, cleliz ve- 
Fredows ted, ſhall dowbileſs, tome again luti (a- 
ts broveing bis ſheaves with him, Plal. — 
56. Even & T (faith Eliphaz the Tema- ſunt, quz 
I bave Een plow iniqhity aud ſow tandem 
„ rap the "ſame: by the Hat of Gol dulcem 
A by the breath of bid moftrils' ave — 
JA. Job 4. 8.9, The Prophet Iſaiab favoris 
emprebendeth both Seed-plots, I/. 26. 20. 21, Dei gu- 
1. Come my þeople, enter thou into thy chambers, ſtum pro- 
ad hut thy doors about thee: hide t1by ſelf as — 
it were for a little moment, till the indignation — 4 
be aver-paſt : for bebold the Lord cometh out of bis tycannos 
lar to puniſh the inbabitants of the carth for their reprimit, 
: the carth alſo ſhall diſcover ber blood, and & 1995 3 
1 


Moll. 
Quemadmodum ſemen telluri inſinuatum & abditum ſuo tem- 
e prodit, & terr{ non obtegitur amplius, ſed revelatur : ſic 
is innoxius in terram effuſits, & corpora piorum occiſa, ac 
ture adoperta, ſemen ſunt, tempore Domini viſitationis ad zu- 
— impiorum proditura. Auſculus ad 
4. 


> ©BESOCD SSD ERS . EDS AS 


2, Obſerve Foundation- Diſpenſations of 
Barice, The way to profit more by aſter- 
Diſpenſations of Providence, is to take notice of 
fieyious or foregoing ones, The reading of 
the 
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built there, where nothing hut = 
carth lay. It's oux wiſdom then. to 
tze dilplay of God's Auybytes, in 
.., water from. this and that RE 
many windi dings, over many 
divers Valcs s and that to. refre 
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AT the qapains of one ey 
of * tters, is the o- 


be 8 e 2 


ewe bade been ſlartled, led, ſtaggered, non- 
cer whilit they have been held 
of ſome a& or acts of 1 
ue matters on the other hand, quiet 
cd, e ed, when they have ta- 
8 

upon the ſuppoſe * 
A — Gen. 37.35. i when he 
Waggons which Jeſepb had ſent to 
ſpirit a Ph ſaid, It is 
* . yet a I will go and 
before I dye, Gen. 45. 27, 28. What an 
e was the proſperity of the wicker, 
; Y 
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ſolely 2 to the Pſalmift? But « forme a 
ſaith he) ett. were almoſt gone, my ſteps had | 
Cn nigh (pt, when I — the 5 3 ft 0 
wicked, E. 2 37 al 9. 21, 7 
— war Fd and icked in my rein: Fa 
hay : the 
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ſomethings-nothings : but after, when all is 


ſet together, there is a proof of the Work- 
men's skill, and a confutation of the man's 
enorance,' who knew not what belongs to 
the Box or Garment. Even thus it is in te- 
ſerence to Providential- Diſpenſations; Or as 
the Types of old are better underſtood when 
conſidered in conjunction with what is typed 
forth by them, as Numb. 21. 9. with Jobn 3. 
14, ſo this or that act of Providence may better 
be-apprehended after, than at © preſent. So 
Chrift tells Peter, What I do, thou knowef 
wt ww: but thou ſhalt kyow bereafter, John 


13.7. 
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CHAP, II. 


EE one way to prevent guilt of fin un- 

der the Diſpenſations of God, whether 
they reſpe&t our ſelves or others; and that 
s by a copulative or conjunctive confidera- 
tion of Providence as to matters. Had Fonab 
mited a while, he need not have been ſo pet- 
in and froward upon the account of the 
Waſting of his Guord. Ther ſaid the Lord, Thom 
bt bad pity on the guord for which thou baſt not 
lhoxred, neither madeſt it to grow ; which came 
in a night, and periſhed in a night: and ſhould 
wi] ſpare Nineveb, that great city, wherein are 
dre than fix-ſcore thouſand perſons, that cannot 

| A diſ- 


333 


A Peoſpect of 
diſcern between their right baud and their leſt and 
alſo much cttel, Jonah 4. 10, 11. The Pſab 
miſt like wiſe acknowiedgeth his fault, which 
the non-conlideration of Providence con 
ctively, was an in · let ar door to, Fſal. 73,14, 
So fooliſh was I, and ignorant: I was # a be 
before thee. 
2, Look alter a ſweet waiting-frame of 
heart under this and that Diſpenſation of 
Providence, Lea, in the way of thy judgments ban 
we waited for thee, O Lard, Ila. 26.8. I nil 
2. wy watch, and ſet me upon the tu. 
er, will watch to ſee mbat be will ſay 1 
me, and what I (hall anſwer when I am ren 
ved, (or, when I am argaed with, as the Mar 
gin hath it) Hab. 2. 1. Could perſons beſo 
compoſed when they firſt ſet foot on the 
bordess of a Diſpenſation, as they are, or 
ought to be, when they have footed it 
through to the other end; they would foot 
it chcerfully without faintneſs and ſtumb- 
ling by the way. We ſhould then in path 
ence poſſeſs our ſelvts, till the Lord's work 
be over. Copulative Providence is the Silver 
Trumpet of God's Praiſcs. Foſepb behold 
a glorious diſplay of the Divine Attribute 
in God's Diſpenſation towards him, Sup- 
poſe. him as brought into the great Hall of 
Egypt, hung with Cloath of Arras; at firl 
entry, he fees a Leg or Arm of a man it 
the Hangings, but after, when he hath | 
berty to walk up and down there, he {cs 


a beautiful piece of Workmanſhip: Even — 
Wut 


grierte 


Didine Pꝛobidente. 355 


when Jeſeph looks not to the violent hand 

of his Brethren in the Hangings of Provi- 

dence , but conliders all together, he (ces 

the curious Artifice of Providence in all, and 

ſo tells his Brethren; But as for you, ye 

bt evil againſt me; but God meant it unto * 

gel to lying to paſs as it is this day, th fave idee 
meh people alive, Gen. 50. 20. Fob, who hath dum de 
his Scene, and that a fad one too, experi- Provi- 
enceth all for good in the end. So James dentid 
51. Te bave beard of the pattente of Fb, _— 0 
ind bave ſetn the end of the Lord; that N 
Lord is very pitiful, and of tender matt: Pet. Mart; 
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OBSERVATION xxx. 


PROVIDENCE hath its Harmonies, 
CASE LA 


H O UGH. Providence ſeem to ſound Dil. 
. cords 3 yet it hath its Correſpondencicsor 
ſweet Accords, and that, with 


1. The. Purpoſc or Decree of God, 
2, The Sacred Scriptures. 

3. With the Prayers of Saints, 

4- With it Self. 


Firſt, There is an Harmony of Providence 
with the Purpoſe or Decree of God, Kun 
unto God are all bis works from the beginning f 
the world, Acts 15. 18. The proceſs of Prov 
dence, in the ſixth Chapter of the Revelation, 
is according to the Book of the Divine De 
cree ſpoken of in the fifth Chapter and ſe- 
venth verſe, I enlarge not here, having ſpo- 
ken diſtin&ly and largely to this in a fore- 
going Obler vat ion. "ok 

Secondly, There is an Harmony of Providence 
with the Sacred Scriptures, It is ſaid, 4 
3 3. Can two walk together except they be agreed 
The Scripture and Providence do walk toge 


ther; they are agreed in the journey's c0% 
. where 
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where to meet; albeit one of them may ſeem 
to leave the company of the other for ſome 
miles. Providence, in regard of its correſpon- 
dency with the word, may be termed a viſible 
Bible, or a Commentary on it. It may be ob- 
ſerved how- Providente paſſeth not by this or 
that as inconſiderable in the word, Inl/e, 34. 
there is mention made of the Cormorant, Bit- 
tern, Owl, Raven, Vultures, and all theſe as 
ſymptoms or tokens of deſolation, v.11, 12, 
13, 14, 15. Now obſerve what follows in v. 
16, Seek ye out the bock of the Lord, and read: 
w one of theſe ſhall fail, none ſhall want ber 
mate: for my mouth it bath commanded, and bis 
Spirit it bath gathered them. 

Now more particularly, The Word may be 
conſidered, 

1, By way of prediction, or fore-telling 
matters ſo ſtrictly or pre ciſely. 

2, By way of politive aſſertion; there are 
ſuch and ſuch propoſitions in which this and 
that ate predicated of the ſubject; as inſtan- 
ces frequently do occur in the Proverbs of So- 
men, referring to the righteous and the 
wickcd. 

3. By way of Commination or Threatning. 

4. By way of Promiſe. 

According to all theſe Conſiderations Pro- 
vidence doth harmonize. Let the Word, accor- 
ding to the fore-mentioned ways, be under- 
liood a-right, and Providence will not be found 
„wrong. The Word and Providence are like 
two ſticks in the water, which ſcem crooked 
by reaſon of the Medium, or the waters in mo- 
Aa3 tionz 
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tions and yet neither of them axe really ſa 
There is a miſapprehenſion on man's part tag 

. often, both in reference to the Word, and Pro, 
vide nee. Theſe do accord: witneſs thaſe paſs 
ſages in the ward, That it might be fwlfiled which . 
was ſpoken, Ezra 1.1. That be might perform big 
ſaying which the Lord ſpoke, 1 King. 12,15, and 
the bke, There muſt needs indeed be an accord 
bet ween the Word and Providence, ſecing lafi- 
nite Power, Wiſdom, Truth, Juſtice, do make 
up the match. God will not be wanting in 
his Providence to maintain the reputation of 
kis Word: yes, the harmony of Providence is 
ſometimes fo audible , that a Pagarn-car cu 
diſcern it. The Captain of the guard tack Joy: 
miab, and ſaid unto him, The Lord thy God bath 
pronounced this evil upon this place : now the 
Lord bath brought it, aud done according a he hath 
ſaid, Jer, 40. 2, 3. See Dent. 29. 24, 25. 

Thirdly, T hexc is an Harmony of Providence with 
the Peayers of Saints. 80 1 Joh, 5.14. Aud 
is the confidence that we have in him, That if 1 
ak any tbing according to bis will, be beareth u. 
There are many Exemplifications for this 
both in the Old and New Teſtament. Men- 
tion may after be made of Exemplihcations, 
and likewiſe ſomewhat be ſpoken copcerning 
the an{wer to prayers, in a diſtin following 
Obſcrvation. Here it may ſuffice, that the 2c 
cord of Providence With Prayer, may be di- 
ſtinguiſh't, | 

1. Into a Negative one, and yet without 4 
contradiction. Foundation for this, we havein 
Amos 7. the Prophet there hath a Viſion of 
2 — Graſhop- 
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133 and hereupon he prays, O Lord 

fagive, I beſeech thee; by whom ſhall Facob ariſe! 
beis ſmall, The reply to this prayer we have 

1 3. The Lord repented for this: it ſhall not be, 

ſaub the Lord. 

2. There is a poſitive accord of Providence 
with Prayer; not only what ſhall not be, 
but what ſhall be, hath its accord with 
Prayer, Elias prayed earnefily that it might not 
fain, and it rained not on the earth by the ſpace 
of three years and fix months : and be prayed a- 
gain, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought 
forth ber fruit, Jam.5.17,18. 

Fowrtebly, There is an Harmony of Providence 
with it (elf. Providence, for the main, is the 
fume in all Ages. A man's head and face are 
fill the ſame, thoug his hair be cut, and 
his beard be ſhaven, and his apparel or garb 
different, There is 2 (ubſtantial Harmony of 
Irovideuce with Providence, It the Harmony be 
not a literal one, or for kind the ſame; yet 
there is an Harmony in regard of the general 
nature, as it is either frowning or ſmiling. O- 
therwiſe, To what end are the Ditpenſations 
of God in former Ages commended to the 
ſerious meditation of others in after-ages ? 
New theſe things ( faith Pax!) were our exam- 
fler, to the intent, we ſhould not luſt after evil 
things, as they alſo Inſted : neither be ye idola- 
ters, 4s were ſome of them ; as it is written, The 
people ſate down to eat, and to drink,, and roſe up 
1 play. Neither let s commit fornication, as ſome 
F them committed, and fell in one day three and 
twenty thouſand, Neither let ws tempt Chrift, as 
Aa 4 . me 
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ſerpents. Neither murmur ye, 45 ſome of them al. 
fo murmured, and were deſtroyed of the defiroyer 
Now all theſe things bappened unto them for en 
ſamples ;, and they are written for our admonitian 
upon whom the ends of the world are come, 1 Car, 
10. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. 
Moreover, here let it be weighed, how y- 
vidential Diſpenſations are ſtreams iſſuing from 
the Word; whether conſidered as un ritten 
before Moſes his days, or written as after, Smi> 
ling Diſpenſations, and frowning ones, are the 
births of Promiſes and Threatnings. If then 
the Word ot God be Heaven's fianding-rul 
for man's uſe, and that as it hath both Promi 
ſes and Threats annexed, Pſal.19.7,8. 2 Tos, 
3.16, the Providence of God then muſt have 
its fianding-harmony with Providence, Some 
difference there may be as the ſtate of man 
conſidered before the fall of our tirſt Parents 
and as God of old did preſcribe ſome Rule 
to the Jews, with which his Providence did 
keep pace; and likewiſe in reſpect of the 
Lord's more immediate owning and ruling 
that people: A difference there is in theſe and 
ſuch like reſpects; but yet not ſuch as dath 
overturn the Harmony of Providence with Pro 
vidence ;- Providence now hath its Harmony for- 
mal in ſome things; equivalent in other thing 
with Providence in times of the Old Telts 


ment. 
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ome of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed if 
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CHAP. II. 


i\XJ\ 7 HAT a vanity and folly is it 

V then for perſons to buſie them- 

ſelves about other pretended Harmonies? If 

there be (ſuch bread in the Father*'s Houſe, 

what have the Children to do with husks ? 

There are a ſort of baſtard-Harmonies cry d 

vp, and doted on, which want a Scripture- 

kgitimation, Theſe, like Worms, cat away 

the kernel of men's thoughts and affections 

from better things, and ſo leave an empty 

ſhell z which, though it do not break the teeth 

ig cracking, yet defiles the mouth by the pu- 

tid ſtuff in it. 

1. There is the pretended Harmony of 

thngs with Judicial Aſtrological Predictions, Porrd A+ 

which ate not founded on right Reaſon, or frologi 
xral Experience, Some make bold to bring & qui- 
th the Decrees of the Starr-Chamber as au 61 

touching the bent of men's minds, the deaths natores, 

of perſons, & c. as if ſo be there were not qui quaſi 

a ſecret Council-Table within the be- ſpang- dm Dei 

led Canopy of Hcaven. There is little reaſon, —— 

ad le(s grace, for men to be curiouſly ſeatching omnino 


| : deridendi 
unt. Nec enim fieri poteſt ut de rebus ſu turis contingentibus ac 
ſerſertim liberis vera prædicent, niſi forte aliquando caſu veri- 
em attingant 5 nam cum omnibus cauſis neceſſariis, contin- 
entibus ,liberis, voluntas Dei præſideat & prz-emineat, & poffit 
cauſas inferiores, quando libuerit impedire;nemo vera przd icere 
eſt, niſi cui Deus voluntatem ſuam manifeſtare voluerit, ut 
prophetis ſuis manifeſtavit, Bebar, in opuſc. de aſcenſione 
peatis ad Deum. qu. 1a. 
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after ſome Fopperies in Almanacks, and thi 
to the neglect of their Bibles, which will ne. 
ver be out of date. If men would ſearch int 
the later.as they do into the former, they 4 
read of an Eſau and a Facob, twinsborn, 
of a different character, Gen. 25. 23, They 
might read of many thouſands dying a vio 
lent death nigh one and the fame time, ) 
8. 10. and if an Afrologer had been conſul 
is it likely that he had made ſuch a difference 
asto Eſau and Facob, and fuch an Harmony ai 
the deaths of an Hundred and twenty thou 
ſand, as the laſt Scripture mentions ? Again, 
they might read, that promotion comet 
neither from the eaſt, nor from #be weſt, m 
from the ſoutb, Pal, 75. 6. Furthermore, 
they might read a Sacred inſulting Irony, La 
wow the aftrologers, the ſtarr-gazers, the monthly 
prognofticators, ſtand up, and ſave thee from th 
things that ſhall come won tbee, Iſa. 43. 13. Lak 
ly, They might peruſe a Dehortatory Leſſon 
Thws ſaith the Lord, Learn not the way of th 
beathen, and be not diſmayed at the figns of bus 
ren, for the beatbens are diſmayed at them, a. 
10, 2. 

2. There is another baſtard: Harmony in te- 
gard of particular blind Prophecies caſt forth 
trom Wizards and Witches, the Oracles of the 
Devil. There is in ſome a wicked Curioſity to 
know their Fortune, as it is phraſed. If ſuch 
would know their Fortune, they might takes 
ſhorter and ſurer courſe by reading the 28> 
of Deuteronomy : or, if they like not ſo large: 


Diſcourſe, they may have it in ſhort from 
Chiil, 
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Chilt; who tells them, He that believerb not, 
ul be damned, Mark 16, 16. It is often a ſu- 
deus fign of hardneſs of heart, and « judi- 
dum deſerting by the Lotd, when thus the O- 
neles of the Devil are in requeſt with parties. 
Sack wwe ont ( (aid Saul to his ſervants ) 4 - 
un that hath familiar ſpirit, that I may go 10 
he, and enquire of ber, 1 Sam. 28.7. — what 
gt he, but turt her ſorrom and wo? fee 
t. 20, 


Pechaps it will be objected here by ſome, 
That Prophecies, fo termed, do ſall out true; 
ul therefore why are they not to be look't al- 
tet? 


r r WY WW 3M WU ww 


To this thred-bare Objection, note the fol- 
bing Reply, and that in divers particulars. 

1. Why are not things obſerved to fall out 
nber wiſe ordinarily ? - An Aftrologer or Star- Sciunt il- 
ger ( faith Luther) is to be likened to one li (dæmo- 
„eo ſelleth Dice, and faith, Behold here 1 dern fd, 
"have Dice that always run upon Twelve; ra mul ta, 
"the reli of the fatty Caſts upoſl 2,3,4,5,6,7, ſed non 
49,10, 11. Even thus it is with ¶Aſtrologer i: omnia. 
*When once or twice their Conceits and TPP 
*Rantafies do hit and happen, then they can- — 
"not ſufficieutly extol and praiſe the Art; conſilium 
at touæhing the other ſo oftentimes failing, Dei (cire 
"they are altogether fill and ſilent. Thus 292 heat: 


laber. And indeed it's no wonder if ſometimes OI 


| reſponſa 
biguos exitus temperare. IG. lib. 2. init. cap. 15. 


e 
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that which is ſpokeu (and yet it may beinth 
general, or in an ambiguous ſenſe ) do thuꝭ 
thus fall out. Suppoſe divers in Iſrael: had by 
recourſe to Witches, or others, to enqu 
what weather ſhould have been on the mar 
row, when Samuel (aid, L it not mbem . l 
veſt to day? I will call wnto the Lord, and 
ſhall ſend thunder and rain, 1 Sam. 12 17, Pts 
haps, none had hit tight: ſuppoſe one hal: 
mongſt many (for ſome kind of bene 
muſt be); now this one ſpeaks the truth 
but not truly; having no ground, but atk 
blind man ſhoots -the Hare. 
2. Whether ſome kind of Prediction un 
have ſome influence by way of a kindofw 
tural cauſality, to bring about what is ſul 
A true Prophecy may have ſome influeac 
in an ordinary way to further the sc 
pliſhment of it ſelf : ſo 2 King. 9. the bu 
phecy there was the occaſion at leaſt ſor ii 
Army-men to ſet up Febw, And ſo, on the 
other hand, ſome paſſages heeded may bei 
ductive of the thing. A man hath a firo 
conceit of death, he is foretold ſo; and i 
phancy may, through Providence righteous 
men, have its deadly operation, 

3. Satan can give n2table intelligence t 
Angeli in ſome who are his Otacles: For, 


verbo Dei 1. He is an Angel, and fo hath a deeps 

cognol- 

cunt omnia, antequam in re fiant: & quæ apud homines u 

futura ſunt, Angeli jam revelante Deo, noverunt;pre@vancatn 
Angeli etiam ſanctitate amiſſa, non tamen amiſerunt vu 
ereaturæ angelieæ ſeuſum: triplici enim modo præſcientiæ x 
mine vigent; ſcilicet ſubtilitate naturæ, experientia tempe 
revelatione typeriorum poteſtatum. d. Hiſp. lib. 1. ſent. c. 
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t into matters. Though there may be 
one ctack in his natural intellectuals by his 
all 3,y<t, as an Angel, he ſecs: ſusther into 
dalters: ſee 2 Sam. 14. 17. | 
He hath had long experience as to mat - 
ters in the world: He is an old Serpent, 
Rev. 12. 9. 6 FE) 

He can quickly take cognizance of the 
tion of matters, how things are in their 
1 t Cauſes both Natutal and Moral. 
Thus ſuppoſing that it was the Devil in 
Samxel's Mantle, no wonder if he ſpeaks as 
ke doth: for David was anointed, Saul 
grows worſe and worſe; and now the top- 
e-Sinne, was laid ou, namely, his going 
to'a Witch, and a battel was. at hand to be 

. a 

4 The Devil hath a great ſtroak in mat- 

ts brought about in the World. He that is 

then an Agitator, may the better be an Intel- 

Rencer. Sce 1 King. 22.21, 22, Fob f. 12. Sa- 

un could know what would betall Abab and 
when he had a Commiſſion, or rather a 
miſſion, what to do. 


4 God hath wiſe Ends in the verification 
of what is ſometimes foretold. That place 
u Dent. 13. 1, , 3. is 2 full one for this 
purpole, Providence ſorbears not to go the 
purney , becauſe Satan doth ſo probably 
— and give it out: yea, Providence (ets 
ward the rather for the trial of perſons. 
lud therefore let that pertinent inſtruction 
be 
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be remembred, Iſs. 8. 19, 20. Ani b 
ſhall ſay white you, Seek wits them that biy 
amilizr ſpiritt, and unto witards, this yoy 
and that mutter: ſhould not 4 n 
heir God ? for tbe living to the dead? Ty th 
law, and to the teftimony :- if they ſpeal n 
according to this word, it is becauſe there j » 
light in them. 

3. There is 4 ſpeclous expected Hu- 
ny of Providence with Scriptures miſutide- 
flood, It may be faid here to forms 8 
Chriſt ſaid, Mat. 22.29. Te de err, Hot 
tbe Scriptures, The Few? \bok for a Med; 
they are zealous for Moſes, and hot aguid 
Chriſt. What the Apoſtle ſaid of the J 
in his days { I event unte this day, wit 
Moſes is read, the vail is upon their bun 
2 Cor, 3. 15. ] the ſame may be faid of 
' their poſtetity. Othets thete arc, wh 
(through error) faſten that on Praia 
to make good, which may never be. 4 


pertinent paſſage for this purpoſe, we hin 
[yin 


John 21. 23. Then went this abroad . 
mong the bretbren, That that diſciple ſhould Wi 
dye : yet Jeſus ſaid not to him, He ſhall un 
2 but if 1 will that be tarry till I an. 
what ir that to thee? This then is anothit 
falſe Hatmony of Providenct „ and of this tat 
ter more is {ard elſewhert. 


II. Learn to depatt from evil, and & 
good, according to that in Pſal. 34. 14. Tit 


moving-conſideration is drawn from 2 
at* 
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Hitjmony of Providence, which is two-fold : 


"x, Joyous, ſprightful, or gracious. 
. -Doleful, ot grievous, 


This double Harmony of Providence ſeems 
o be pointed at in the Pſalm now menti- 
obed : for in the fifteenth verſe it is laid, 
The eyes of the Lord are upon the rigbieom, 
and bis ears are open to their cry. They then 
who would have the eye of God on them 
far good, and his ear open to their prayer, 
muſt ſee they depart from evil, and do 
good ; they are not to have a deaf ear to 
this voice of the Lord. Again in verſe 16 
it is ſaid, The face of the Lord is againft them 
that do evil , to cut off the remembrance of 
them from the earth. Providence will frown 
© ſuch who {mile on fin, 

There is then encouragement from the 
Harmony of Providence, both in a way of 
Mercy and Wrath, to depart from evil, 
ud do good. And whatever ſceming-con- 
trriety there is in regard of the proſperity 
of ſinners, and the adverſity of pious ones; yet 
tis a ſtanding-truth, That Joyous or Gra- 
cous Providence is the portion of godly ones; 
ad Doleful or Grievous Providence is the lot 
o wicked ones. The one have ſmiles in their 
towns ; and the other, real frowns in their 
Ales. Conſonant to this is that in the 
eghth of Eccleſiaſtes, and the twelfth verſe; 
Ihwgh a ſinner do evil an hundred times, 2 

is 
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is days be prolonged; yet ſure „ th 
| it ſhall be well with fs that Fat God, whic 
fear before bim. To this of the Preache, 
add that of the Prophet: Say anto the rj 
eons, That it ſhall be well with him: for 
ſhall eat the fruit of tbeir doings, Wo unte th © \. 
wicked, for it ſuall be ill with bim, ſ n x 
reward of bis bauds ſhall be given bim, In. 


10, 11. 


IS . 


SI ESE 


aw 


7 * 


OoBSEN 


1 
any 


A7 


Dibine Pobfdence, 


ut ;*: = 
10 f 7 4 "560 


$594 * 12208 


+ OBSERVATION XXXIV. 


1 
8 


"TY 


or, There/is 4 Checker-Table of Pro- 
vidence, wherein are the Whites of 
Serenity, and the Blacks of Adver- 


fy. 
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HAT: there is ſuch a neighbout hood of 
Whites and Blacks in the Diſpenſations 

of: the Almighty, may be proved, it conſide- 
r to the following heads of Diſ- 
Firſt; There ate Similies, Alluſions, or II- 
;aftrationsof this in Scripture, The Wind of 
\Hovidence 7 not at one point of the Com- 
146, So Eccleſ. 1. 6. The wind goeth towards 
the ſouth; and $1rneth about towards the north; 
in abirleth about continually, and the wind re- 
tarveth; again according to bis circuits, I ſaw 
(ith Daniel) in my viſion by night, aud bebold 
the ſow winds of the heaven ſtrove uo the great 
Ae, That not ion of a Wheel; Ee, 
i. doth (et forth the rolling or turning- 
andition of things in the World. How of- 
ta likewiſe is there au alluſion to the Sea, 
den 7. 3. Kev. 15.3. We read of two notable 
Bb Sea- 
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* »Wholpoit dt 
Sea-voyages of the Diſciples of Chrifl, a 
which they might learn how the Churche 
Chriſt may have ſtorms and calms, Ma UA 
and Mat. 14. 22. f 

. Setohdly, Thefe are Calitidns, Debosit- 
ons, Comminations, on the one hand; u 
'Pxhortirions; Rnoduth geriderdſts, Arbthiſtt 
the other; When d - impty* his neigh 


I: 


+ * 


At Nand. | ; 1 
 Foulftbly, There are certain Doxolog 
-SHipture, which take in this 28 matter 
ct lebt ation or acknowledgment: S 1 


mots wen are = * and they 


247. t with ſtrength : they that 
ave hire eee for bread; and 


boy cl aſed: fo that the barren 
we an bath many 22 


waxed feeble. The . ak and, ma 
ri 25 


be e you, 15 the grave, and 
The Lord th poor, aud maketb 
lifregb up : be raiſe b 
F the daft, and lifteah up the 
1, to. ſet them amo 12 
erit the throne of glory 
irs of, the earth are the Lord's, and be 
ſet pr world wpon them, Thus Hanidb in 
of Thankfulneſs. Sce like wiſe the 
logy of : Nebuchadnezz.r, Dan. 4. 34, 35, 
6, 37. and of Mary the, Mother 90 clus, 
te. 2.48, 49, 30, 51, 52, 53,54 * 
4 Fifthly, There is ſomething as an adjunct 
imes coupled with Adverſity, and with 
olperity., by reaſon or order of which, 3s 
ancous, a door is thrown open both 
the one and the other. Here bs jun a 
of Exchange. Adverſity, thro 2 
te us Providence. makes way tor Reigen 
and Proſperity, through a righteous Provi- 
viſiting tor Proſperity- ſins, makes way 
 Adverfity. Minaſſeb, a King, fins hichſelf 
his Throne: in his aff & on he ſought 
1425 humbled greatly ; the Lord was en - 
treated ot him, and brought him again to 
alem eh his een 52 Chrom. 33. 1 „12, 
Perrinenc for this purpole,is that in F.. 107. 
| k 250 bei Penn and becauſe of 
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1 A Molpett ok 
their iniquities, are affliied : * their" ſoul other. 
reth all manner of meat; and they draw tur 

. to the gates of death: ben thy Oy hv" 
Lord in their zrouble, he ſaveth them out of this 

a run 


. © Sixibly, There is a Divine Contliturida of 
Heaven for wiſe. Ends, Why this is 6, 
and. ſhall, be ſo. Solomon tells of a day of 
Proſperity, and à day of Adverfity and mote- 
over. affixeth this, ſaying, Gos alſo bath ſ 
. tbe one over agai the other, tothe end that an 
Hold find not hing after bim, Eecleſ. 7.147 Ab 
Mr.Pemble, vefitf (ſaith one J is ſet oppoſite to 
| {perity, a Vale againſt a Hill, ina con 
Vicſſſitude and (uccefſion; and this is dont 
the end, or in ſuch order and 'manner, t 
man ſhould, or ſhall, find nothing aſter him, 
vis. ol thoſe things that may come upon hit 
in the courſe of his life, and after-times 3 he 
cannot by wit fore-fee, nor by policy prevent, 
enſuing changes; and therefore it is 2 
"part of his wiſdom to arm himſelf wich po- 
tience ſor all adventures. 
si triſtia , In this Conſtitution of Heaven for an it 
ſemper 'Termixture of Dilpenſations, three things ar 
—_ . obſervable: | b 
(line. 1. Here is a diſplay of the Divine Alti. 
ret? & hutes intended. Not only is Wiſdom ſeen i 
ſemper ' e | 
proſpera, quis non contemneret ? ſed rerum tanta gubernatris 
ſapientia horum perneceſſari4 vicifitudine eo moderamineek 
cti, ſuis curſum vitz temporalis alterat, ut nec adverſa fray 
gant, nec læta diffolvant, cum potius & iſta ex illis gratiorn, l 
illa ex his tolerabiliora reddantur. Bern. in Epiſtola ad us 
Pe pie nſem. og 4 
| f 
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Divine Pꝛabipente. 
the allay of Proiperity by Adverſity, and of 

verſity by Proſperity; but like wiſe G- 
nels, Power, Juſtice, have their glorious Mani- 
ſefto's or . Diſplays, according to particular 
chuceruments of perſons, whole day is a black+ 
cloudy, or a bright Sun - ſnine one. Not only the 
Word, but Providence, and that in Diſpenſa- 
tions of this nature, do witneſs, that the Lord 
# long-ſuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving 
aiquity, and tranſgreſſion ; and by no means clear- 
ing the guilty; viſiting the iniquity of the fa- 
thers upon the children, unto the third and fanrsb 
gration, Numb. 14. 18. a 

Ia the next place, The Lord by this in- 
ure of Whites and Blacks in the 
courſe of his Providence, will make trial of 
perſons, They (hall have change of paſtures, 
One while the graſs is very low, another 
while a freſh lecze is broken up for them. 
The Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs arc ſuffer'd to 
hunger, and yet are fed with Mannaz and all 
this to prove them, Deut. 8 2, 3. 

Lay, God will hereby put a diſtinction 
between Earth and Heaven, This World 
rings Changes, Heaven's Serenity is never 
overcaſt with. a black Cloud. The Apoſtle 
Paul is admirable in the antitheſis or oppoliti- 
on he makes, on this wiſe; here, offliction; there, 
a exceeding and eternal weight of glory, Here, 
in eartbly houſe of this tabernacle; there, 4 
building of God, an bouſe not made with bands, 
erna in the beavens, 2 Cor, 4. 17. and chap, 
„ . t. Yea, wicked men will find a differ- 
ence between their ſtate here, and their ſtate 

Bb 3 he re- 
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that thow'in thy life- time receiy 


tormented. 
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CHAP. IL 
Kos verd 1, ' E not ſecure becauſe of g | 
ſic — Tranquillity, or Sun - ſhine of Pravideas 
— — in matters. The Horſe goes well over the 


y 
Deo, qui Occaſion a fall. And in my proſperity I * 


lum; ſic 
fiet, ut | 
mala przviſa minus diſcrucient nos. Luth. in Ecclef. cap. 7: 

Sed nos immergimur penitus vel lætis vel adverſis; pii vnd 
vbi boni & mali vicififudinem patiuntur, dicunt : Hie Dei otdo 
five mos eſt, neqz frangantur, ibid. 


2. Give not way to a deſpondency under 
Adverſity. Though the man ſtand in the 
Black, he may by-and-by be in the White, 
Note here four things: (1.) There is an evi 
of Deſpondency under | evils of Smatt, 
(2 ) Good perſons, yea, eminently good, att 
incident to ſome grumblings or _ 1 


heggafeer ; ſo Luke 16. 25. But. Ab 
Sol. e rec 


0. 
thy good things , and likewiſe Latari oj 
things ; but uow be is comforted, and thou 


Fasern 
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Dibine Propþdepce. 
ha of this Diſeaſe. (3. Paxtics notwithe 
funding their black Candulions from the Po. 
han of theis Affairs, may Fxperiguce God's 
kindncls. (4.2 Perſans may even Wanbe near 
G Mcroy, ot Mervy vearcl} them, when they 
deem it furtheſt off. 80 1 Sam. 27.1, Ard Dg- 
1 [id in bis heart, I ſhall nom perifs one day 

the band of Saul. Obſerys here, (i.) Who 

id? David, 2 Saint, and an eminent one too. 
(a.) What did he fay? I periſs one day 
by the baud of Saul. Did this | one day Tete 
ane? No 3 for David line q to {ke the 716 
gende death. (3.) When was it that David {ai 
u be did? Even then when Saul glals was 
nigh done, a few ſands $0 zun; fo that he 
who did conclude his life would be concluded 
by aufs violence; he that talks of i by 
the hand of Sax}, hears tidings of Saul fal- 
ling by the hand of the Philifang, 1 Sam. 30. with 
25ov, 1. chap. 

3. Take a view of theChecker-Table of Pro- 
lauer ; obſerve the xevolutions that are in the 
world v let not the Whites and Blacks be paſſed 
duet without a good improvement. It is faid, 
Dre. 8. 2. And thou ſhalt remember all the may 
mhich the Lord thy God led ibee theſe forty years in 
the wilderneſs---Note here, how it's the Iſrac- 
lues duty to call to remembrance, or keep up 
in memory the way, and all the ways of God's 
Dilpenſations towards them: they, in their 
Wildernets-journcy, had ups and downs Mcr- 
ties and Judgments were attendantszand they 
e not to forget what might protitably be 
fearv't in the company of ſuch attendants on 
them in the Wilderncſs. Bb There 
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| A'Poolpect of ©: 

There are, moreover, two inducements, why 
cer ſhould take a view of this Checkey- 

able: (1.) It's plain or obvious to mend 
eyes. The Whites und Blacks of the Loidh 
Diſpenſations re the more viſible: The witk 
of Providence from one point to a diametri 
oppoſite point, or from the Hill to the v 
and from the Vale to the Hill, beſpeaks me 
to be ſand-blind, or pur · blind, if it be not to 
ted. Thus it's implied in Lake 1. He bath u 
down the mighty from their ſeats, and exalted 
them of low degree; be bath filled the hungry with+ 
good things, and the rich be bath ſent empty ang, 
v.52,and 53, They then are very deaf,or have 
an injudicious ear, who hear not the loud Bell 
of Providence in ſuch changes which beſal them- 
ſelves or others. (2.) As this Checker-tableis 
plain or obvious to the eye; ſo is it a large one, 
There are many whites and blacks. There ut 
not only the whites and blacks in regard d 
Temporals, but alſo in regard of Spirituals, 
Our Saviour tells the Jews, ſaying, The kay: 
dom of God ſhall be taken from you, and givenu 
a nation bringing forth tbe fruits thereof, Mat.21; 
43. A wonderful change! and that reciptocil 
or mutual, as it reſpects different ſubjects, there 


is this way 3 according to that in Ha. 1. ia 


----And it ſhall come to paſs; that in the plac 
where it was ſaid unto them, Te are not my je 
ple, there it ſhall be ſaid unto them, Te ore the 
ſons of the living God, Again, theſe whites and 
blacks' not only in reſpect of perſons {ingly 


conſidered; but in reſpect of a Community o 


Society of perſons. That paſſage, +--164} wy 
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Dibine Pꝛobmdente. 
be wo complaining in our flreets, Plal. 144. 14; 
doth imply the different ſtate of a Nation in 
of Temporal Mercies. We read in As 
9.31. Then bad the Churches reſt thorowout al 
des, and Gable, and Samatia,--- And we tead 
likewiſe, how theRelſt there was not an everlaſt» 
ing one, Ads 12. i. „N 
4 Long then for an Heaven, or the Ever- 
Ming Reit. There is no ſuch Checker · table 
there. Be willing, however, that this Sacred 
Game of Providence he at an end. Beware of 
fooliſh paſſion, and irregular deſires of death, 
Let God alone to time all. The longeſt Game 
of Providence here in matters, will have its 
ed, Mcditate on that of the Apoſtle, 2 Cor, 
$4; For we that are in ibis tabernade, do groan, 
being burdened; not that we would be uncloathed, 
hu chathed upon ; that mortality night be ſwal- 


þwed vp of life 
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OBSERVATION XXXV, 
One and the ſame Providence beth fame. 
times its Blacks and Whites : or, Ther 
1. both Honey and Gall wrayt w in 
4 Diſpenſation, confidered as a mix 


one. 


c HAP. I. 


on 3 > 4 &DP3DY Fr 


HIS Obſervation , however it muy 

ſeem a Paradox; yet is ſuch an on 
which may be cleared up as Orthodox; and 
that if we conlider, 


1. Exemplifications from Scripture. 
2, The various wiſe Ends which God 
hath in mix't Diſpenſations. 


1. There are many Excmplifications of thi 
Verity. Naab muſt change his habitation, be 
ſhut up in the Ark as in a Priſon: Ther 
are beaſts within, for his fellow-Priſaners3 
and ſad deſolations without, amongſt the 
Beaſts, and Men, the worſe Beaſts in a moral 
ſenſe : all this is afflictive. But yet his being in 
the Ark in order to his prefervation, Wis 
ſignal favour; for ſo the Lord gives him to 


underſtand, Gen. 7, 1, with Gen. 6. 8. Lot * 
en 


T | 
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r, bat not Nain, Gen. 14. 13. Jo- 
2 Nee or a N 
ſbe Lori w With bim, and Pewed bim mer - 
4 gave him favour in the figbe of 1be beeper 
745 prion, Gen. 31. 21. Moſer is caft as an 
Exile tro che Land of Midian, and there God 
piovides' for him, Exod. 2. 21. God takes away 
Mais Child by death, ho might have pro- 
ved af an upbraiding Monument of David's 
lane, fo an occafioa of Warr in the King- 
A, 2 Sam. 12. Forteb is fwallowed by a 
Whate, Jon. 1. x7, the fiſh's belly is his houſe 
of prdyer; and Jonab's prayer is a prevailing- 
one; he who oy , a 27 
_ egteſs; The Lord ſpabę untò the fiſh, 
Wh vomited our Fonab 25 dry land, Jon. 
2, 10. Our Saviour tells his Diſciples, ſaying, 
It # expedient for you that I go away; for if 
4 ate , the Comforter ſhall not come unto 
W: but 3 Tug, I will ſead bim unto you, 
. 16.7. Pau! muſt ſuffer ſhipwrack, and 
ſet none of their lives in the Ship are loſt, 
Alt 27.44. The ſame Man of God hath a 
7 in the fleſh, a Meſſenger of Satan to 
Net hitnz yet this thorn is to open a paſ- 
for whatever Impoſthumed-pride was 
ted to an head: The Devil, an unclean 
fit, becomes providentially a ſanctifying- 
Me in 4 ſenſe. God knows how to make the 
Devil do a good choar for a Saint, whilſt the 
intends his own work. Paul was of this 
belief, as he profeſſeth, 2 Cor. 12, 7. 
2. There are various wiſe ends in ſuch mixꝰt 
Dilpenſations : Amongſt others, we may cat 
an 
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A Pooſpec- of; - 
an eye on theſe. (r.) Sometimes he 
diſplay of fatherly diſplealure, There is a K 
but it is a gentle one; Thaw ſhalt not dye, but 
the child. (ball ſurely dye, (aid Natban to Dowd 
2 Sam,12, 13, 14. (2.) God. will hereby wilgh 
exerciſe the graces of his people, as their fait 
and patience, by the bitter part of the 
penſation z and their love to him, admiration 
of him, and thankfulneſs for favour br K 
ſweeter part of the Diſpenſation. Thus Ih 
pbroditws ſickneſs, yet not death; and Pals 
danger of being devoured by the Roman Lia, 
had their influences on their geaces, accordin 
to the interwoven mixture in theſe Diſpenls 
tions, Phil, 2. 27. 2 Tim, 4. 16,17, (3.) Herch 
the Lord wiſcly conſults an Antidote and N 
medy againſt two Evils, namely. Pride and I- 
ſpondency. Facob is not to be dejected: heb 
a Preyailer : he is not to be elated, fork 
halted upon his thigh, Gen, 32. 28, 31. Gol 
Diſpeoſations are like well-levell'd Cannons, 
which beat upon Pride and Deſpondency, ad 
ſo inake ſweeping-work with each of theſe 
files at once. (4+) The Lord teacheth the car 
reſpondency of his Providence with his ird ie 
arc leſſon d not to flight Heaven's Rod, which 
hath its ſmarting · blow: and not to faint ft 
its blow is from a Father, not an implacabſe K. 
nemy, ſec Frou, 3. 11, 12. (5.) Hereby God vil 
put a difference betwixt Earth and Heis 
Paul will have no need of a Thorn in tie 
fleſh, when he is taken Tenant to the Her 
venly Inheritance. The joys of Saints u 
Heaven will run like a Cryſtal River, any 
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Dibine Pꝛobidente. 
tore of mud br dirt. God ſho wipe away 
Ars from their eyes, Rev. 7. 1. | 
als ti „Annie g 
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af EARN What a wile God the Chri- 
tian hath for his God. The great Phy- 
titan of Heaven fo attemperateth the Phyfick, 
4 that it. ſhall bear upon various ill humours. 
With one and the ſame Beeſom Providence 
ſweeperh the Saints houſe clean, to the joy 
and tejoycing of the Saint. The Ship is fo 
managed, as that it neither - overturns for 
"want of ballaſt, nor ſinks into the ſea by reaſon 
of burthen.” God doth balance the hearts of 
men, as well as balance the clouds over the 
heads of men, as is ſaid Fob 37.16. He is excellent 
i power and in judgment, and in plenty of ju- 
ſhire : be will not offi, v. 23. And in Jer. 10. 24. 
0 Lord, corre me, but with judgment; not in thine 
ger, leſt thou bring me to nothing. 

2. Beware then of fixing an eye only on 
the more gaſtly part of a Diſpenſation. View 
the bright ſide as well as the dark fide of thy 
_ There are two things here conſide- 

e: 

1. It is very rational or equitable, that a 
proportionable ſurveigh thould be taken of a 
Dilpen(ation. H. gehiab, after he had heard the 
Prophet's heavy tydings, ſaith, Good is the word 


231 


i the Lord which thou baſt ſpoken, for there hal 


be peace and truth in my days, Ila. 39.8. 
2, As 
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B- As . N · * 
ſpect of bis cen vels and mercy.in eyi 
the beter Pa as bitter, in Diſeaſe N 


A.perſon.in.ſo doing fiands in the light of hy 
own ſupport and comfort, He . re 
Love, Mercy, Widom, in he Characters d 
Providence, though written with the inte 
mixture of Gall in their black Ink, will tot 
Laar in pieces. he) Letter lent from | Heg 
The Prophet , Jerewieb , gives a large delgj 
:hion ef Milgxics,. „tom v. 1. to 21. 1 
„in v. Az. bet (ith he? -Jt js of tbe Led tun 
vie, mat we ore yot conſumed, becauſe bis compel 
ou, foul: not. Heze is a ſenſe of Merciehj s 
gell as beferc a ſenſe of Miſeties; and agu 
uſe is made of: this in u. a6. It js . good. t 
man ſhould. botb-hope,aud quietly. wait for ibeſa 
- vstion, of ; the Lord. | | 
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OBSERVATION. XXXVL 


1 

a 

„„ 4 Retaliating-work,, or wank 

: Jurewdring like for like, . obſervable 4 
cod, dealing with the ſons of wen. 
> * | 

1 ka 
e. 
; T HIS Retalisting- work of Providewee may 
Ae conſidered both by way of frown and 
n or, -as grievous in away'of ſmart, and 
| — in a way of favour. Eath of theſe 


CH A P. I. 


a ence with what*is ſorego- 
ung either by way: of proportion literal (if 'I 
myo term it), "there is a Copy or Counter- 
of the former Deed ; or (as is vul- 
ry ſaid) the: ſame bread which. men break to 
where, is broken 10 them again: or by way of 
proportion equivalent, or in value. God doth 
ſometimes pay perſons in the like coyn; fome- 
times the payment is made in Bullion, "uw 
agb it have not the like Image or 1 
ſeription on it, yet it comes — 
Mine, though not the ſame Mint. There is a 
| accord with what did precede, and 
'Kat (vg was ſaid} by way of frown and fmile. 
er the further clearing up oſ this Meditation 
e Obſervation, the following Heads of Diſ- 
Wurſe offer thernſelycs to conſidetation. 


Fi, 


— 2 ey en ee ens 


- — \ of- | 
4 * 1 . . 
Nope 5 . 
„ — * 


Firſt, There are Aſſertions in Scripture 
this wiſe: Theſe Aſſertions axe, 


1, General. 
2. Particular. 


. The Aﬀertions general which do yr 


-at this, are to be ſpoken ta. And here; nc 


o be large, hear what; He aſſerteth, what 
word may well be taken, Chriſt himſelf ; Jug 
not, that ye be wot judges for with what u 
ment ye judg, ye ſhall be judged : and withwa 
weeſure ye mete, it ſhall be meaſur d to you. myi 
Mac. 7. 1, 2, Compare this Scripture with 


5. 37, 38. and we have the Text, or 


matter, enlarged: for thus ifs ſaid, Jab 


aud ye ſhall nos be judged; condemn not, ally 


Wall not he condemned: forgive, and ye ſboll K 
forgiven ; give, and it ſhall be given wato A 
. meaſure, preſſed down, aud ſhaken together, a 
running over, ſhall men give into your boſom: 
for with the ſame meaſure. that ye mete withs, 


it ſhall be meaſured to you again, 


2. There ate Aſſertions in particulat, and 


„that as they point at fro wning · Dilpenſayos 


ang ſmiling- ones. The fri} ſort of Aſſerſias 
in particular, as they reſpect wrath, we hae 
ſcattered up and down; in Scripture, 80 % 
33. 1. Woo thee that ſpoilet, and thou waſtw 


ſpoiled, and dealeft. treacheroufly, and they dul 
not treaaheronſiy with thee: when thou jſt 


ceaſe to ſpoil; thow ſhalt be. ſpoiled; and who 
thou ſhajt, make an end 10; deal treachery, 
they ſhall deal treacherouſly with thee. n 


1H 


ay 
— 


Fiir Fir: 


_» 


Dibine Pꝛobidente. 
E that leauleth into eaptiuity, ſhall go into eap- 
aity; be that kiletb with the ſword, muſt be 
with the ſword, : 

The later ſort of Aſſertions in particular 
ye have likewiſe on Sacred Record. So Pſal. 
qt, Bleſſed is be that confidereth the poor; the Lord 
vi deliver him in time of trouble: the Lord will 
erve him, and keep bim alive, and be ſhall be 
Ned apou the earth, and thou wilt not deliver 
lis to the will of bis enemies: the Lord will 
rengtben him upon the bed of languiſhing ; thou 
ole male bis bed in ſickneſs, v. 12, 3. To this 
ud one Scripture more, Pſal. 18,25. With the 
aeraful then wilt ſhew thy ſelf merciful : with 
the xpright tbon pilt ſhew thy ſelf uprigbt. And 
that in Mat. 5. 7. Bleſſed are the merciful, for 
they ſhall obtain mercy. 

Secondly, The Prayers that arc in Scripture 
corded, do imply a Retaliating-work of Pro- 
nidence, There are Sacred or Divinely-in(pi- 
rd refleions on the evil and good deeds of 
perfonsz and theſe re flections have reached 
Heaven for an anſwer : fo in Pſal. 137, 7. Re- 


# Jernſalem, who ſaid, Raze it, rare it, even 10 
tb foundation thereof. So likewiſe, Lam, 1. 22. 
la all their wickedneſs come before thee, aud do 
ao them as thou baſt done unto me for all my 
Wanſgreſſions : for my ſighs are many , and my 
hart faint, And Rev.6.7. And they cory d 
mb lend voice, ſaying, How long, O Lord, 
My and true, dift thou not judg and avenge our 
td on them that dwell on the earth? 
* Again, there are paſſages in Prayer of ano- 
Cc ther 
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member, O Lord, the children of Edom, in the day © 


383 


" beretofore. The Lord recompenſe thy work, . 


- 2,22, with Exod 12.29. and Exod, 14. 30, . 


A Paoſped 'of 
ther aſpect or reflection. Boaz anſwered gud 

to Ruth, It bath fully been ſhewed me, all that 4 
baſt done unto thy mother - in-law fince the 4 
of thy husband; and hom thon haſt left thy fake, 
aud thy mother, and the land of thy nativity, al 
art come unto 4 perple which thou knewell w 


full reward be given to thee of the Lord Gul 
Iſrael, under whoſe wings thou art come to tl 
Ruth 2.11, 12. The Lord(faid Paul) give nay 
unto the boufe of On:ſipbarus, for be oft reſvdhul 
me, and was not aſhamed of my chain, 2 Im 
1. 18. 

Thirdly, There are Excmplifications of 4 
Retaliating- work; and that, 


1, By way of Wrath, or Judgment, « 
Scverity. 
2, By way of Mercy. 


1. To begin with the firſt fort : The fuſs 
born of Egypt were ſlain, and that veryrigh 
teouſly, if conſideration be had to the bloody 
Edict for the deſtroying the male - children a 
the Iſraelites; and look, as Orders were ile 
ed out to drown the children of the Iasi 
in Exypt's River; ſo Pharoab with bis Rel 
ate drowned in the Red-lea, Exod, I. 16, 1 


mucl tells Agag, As tby ſword bath made un 
men childleſs, ſo ſhall tby mother be childleſs aug 
women; and Samuel bered Agag in Pieces bam 
the Lord in Gilgal, i Sam.15.23, Vengeave # 
for Edom; and why? Becauſe that EA joe 
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Divine Pzobidence, 

Kalt againſt the houſe of Judab by taking 

engeance, Exch, 25. 12, 13, a 0 Feruſalem 
Christ) which killft abe propbets, and ſta- 

af them: which are ſent unto thee--- bebold now 

bouſe is left unto you deſolate, Luke 13.34, 
It is ſaid, Rev. 16.6. er they bave ſhed the 

d of, ſaints and propbets, and thou baſt given 
in blood to drink, for they are wortby. And in 
Rer. 18.6. Keward ber, even as ſhe rewarded you; 
and dowble unto ber double, according to ber wor kf 
ute ep which ſhe bath filled, fill to ber domble, 
Many inſtances are there in Civil and Ecelt ſia- 
fical Hiftory, which do abundantly witneſs 
this. It may be obſerved how the fins of 
nud, Perjury, Oppreſſion, Blood, are writ- 
un in Capital Characters on the foreheads 
of after-puniſhments. 

The next fort of Exemplifications come to 
be ſpoken to. The Midwives, who did not ſet 
their hands to pull down the props of the 
Fadizifh houſes (I mean, the Male-children ); 
ure houſes made for them, Exod. 1.21. God's 
mking of them houſes there, may be under- 
bod in regard of propagation or encreaſe of 
ſolierity ; their Vines ſpread, who did not de- 
toy the young Plants: or in regard of Ho- 
wur; their Houſes or Families are made illu- 
us: They who honoured God, and his 
people too, in an afflicted condition; are ho- 
wared by God. Or, laſtly, in regard of wealth 
1 eſtate; they are bleſt with a 
| ce of good things, who would not be 
irumcntal to rob the Iſraelitet of their beſt 
« Cc 2 living 


A Paoſpent of © - 
living goods, Lot ſhe ws kindneſs to: Angels in 
the ſhape of mem and he who would defend his 
Gueſts, is defended. by them, Gen. 19. 1, Or, 
David ſhe ws kindneſs to Mepbiboſheth for Fone- 
thau's ſake 3 having received kindneſs from the 
Father, he makes conſcience of paying of the 
debt of kindneſs to the Son, 2 Sam. 9.7. 
There are Exemplifications of this verity 
in Hiftory. That relation Mr. Fox makes of 
Freſcobalt a Merchant of Florence, is pertinent 
here, He was very bountiful to Cromwel, il. 
ter Lord Chancellor of Eugland; and found 
the counterpain of his bounty in Florence, at 
London: for coming thither to get in ſome mo» 
neys due to him in England. he being now in 
low. eſtate, finds one high enough, namely, 
the ſaid Lord, for his help and relief. By the 
aſſiſtance of the Chancellor, his debts due arc 
paid: and the money which this Merchant 
gave, or rather lent, to the other, being in 4 
mean aud diſtreſſed condition, is refunded 
with. noble Intereſt, viz. Eight hundred Duc+ 
kats for about Fifty, disburſcd in order to 
Cromwel's return to England, In the Life of 
that famous Preacher in his Age, Lavater, 
there is amemorable ſtory of Providence in te. 
taliating kindneſs for kindneſs to Lavater his 
Father. He being a Military-man, had com- 
paſſion on a common Soldier labouring un- 
der great cxtremity by reaſon of thirlt ata 
very hot ſcaſon: though he were an Officer of 
note, yet he took cognizance of a dilireſled 
Soldier, and liberally refreſh*t him with 4 
draught 
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Didine: Pꝛabidente. 
taught of Wine which he had by him in 
ume veſſel at that t inic. It happens, about 
years after, that Lvater in a certain 
icht falls into a Ditch ot Trench where 
many had periſhed; neither was there any 
hope that he ſhould get out from thence ; 
but behold, that very Soldier put forth his 
hand in the very fight of the Enemies, 
with great danger ot bis lite, and plucks 
Lovater: from the jaws of death; who is 
now delivered, and after returns home to 
bis Command, and enquires who it was that 
 hazzarded+ himſelf tor him , wills the 
man to come befote bim; asks him, what 
uus the reaſo he ſo jcoparded his life 
The Soldier replies, Be cauſe thou ſome years 
heretofore, When I was likely to periſh by 
reaſon of thirſt, in Italy,. didit relieve me in 
m extremity. In the Life of learned and 
pious Jani, it is mentioned, how being at 
great diſtance ſtom his friends, and Warr 
taking: forth in France, ſo that he could 
not have moneys ſent him; he was in very 
7 want, ſo that he was reſolved to dig 
a Livelihood in the City-trench of Ge- 
du, and fo relieve himſelf that way, ta- 
king what time he could otherwhile to fol- 
low his Book. Being thus diſtreſſed, one 
William Burda, who was a Taylor there, 
having been out in the Civil- Warrs of 
France, and lately eſcaped with his life, takes 
notice of Junius going from a Sermon; and 
doubtful whether it were Faniw, who was 
Cc 3 now 
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now in 2 poor condition as t& fight, ack 


him, who was aſham'd to diſcover himſelf, 
and ſo finds him to be his Countrey-man, hath 
him to his Lodging, telling him he would 
work to get enough for a ſubſiſtence, know« 
ing he ſhould be paid agua from Javiy 
kis friends; and fo he did, and was indus 
ced ſo to do, conſidering what kindneſs hig 
Mocher (being a Widow: woman, and hx 
ving many Children) had received frow 
vniu his Mother, Who was a religious md 
ntiful Matron, and did daily ſend relief 
to the Widow-woman and her | 
living near her houſe, One of her Children 
was this William, who now is an helper 
him, whoſe Mother had been an helpet, 
Who knows to whom he may be beholding 
to one time or other! Good acts of Cha- 
rity are Bills of Exchange, when no mo- 
ney is in the Parſe. ' He that bath piey on the 
poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and that which 
be bath given, will be pay bim again, Por. 
19. 17. 


CHAP. 


SEES FAS Sara. £ 


* 
1 
2 % * , 


= * 


2 Yo TY _ way ww — wa YG 


Divine Phobidence, 


” _— — — 


— 


| 


4 CHAP. II. 


N reference then to Frowning-Retalia« 
tions of Providence, obſet ve theſe tollow- 
uz Documents, 

1. There is ground to repent for Injurics 
bone to others, There may be a fad reckon- 
ig of Providence behind. They who imbit+ 
it others lives, may have their lives imbit- 
ted by others. The King of Nineveb with 
ks Nobles act wiſcly, when it is thus enact- 
ed; Tea, let them turn every one from bis evil 


wy, and from the violence that is in 1beir hands, 


Jonah 3. 8. The ſucceſs of humbling and 
lorming- work, is made mention in the 
tenth verſe, 

.  Acknowledg God's righteous hand, 
when the evil of our fins are written thus 
o the fore-htads of our Smarts. An Adoxi- 
luck feels the righteous hand of Providence 
u his thumbs cut off, and the trampling 
bot of Providence, in treading on, yea off, his 
great toes: As J bave done, ſo God bath re- 
(ited me, ſaith he, Judg. 1. 6,7. 

3. There is hope ot the Lord's helping 
perſons under the furics of men, from the 
conſideration” of Re taliating- Providence. So 
Hal. 137. 8. O dangbter of Babylon, who art 
ts be deftroyed, happy (hall be be that rewardetb 


thee as thou baſt ſerved uu. Obad. v. 15. For 


Cc 4 tbe 
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tbe day of the Lord is near upon all the heatben: 

2 baſt done, it Hall be done unto thee; thy 
— ſhall return upon thine own bead. Se 
alſo Rev. 18. 20, with 24. 

4. Beware of unrighteous acts towards 
others, whether Magiltrates, Miniſters, pa. 
rents, Husbands, Wives, Widows, Fatherlek. 
It is ſtoried of an aged man, who being ber- 
barouſly dragged by the hair of the — de- 
lired his fon (who abuſcd him) he would 
not drag him beyond ſuch a place of the 
houſe, for that he did not ſo to his Father, 
It's ſaid, how ſome ſecond Husbands pay 
home the titſt Husbands (cores 3 and 9 0 
Wives too often it is experienced, The peo- 
ple of Iſrael refuſed to obey the voice of &. 
muell their Governour, and they ſmarted for 
it, 1 Sam. 8 19. They who flight good Mi 
niſters, may be puniſh't with bad ones. There 
may be Watch-men which may ſmite ſome 
for their ſmiting, and wound for their wounds 
ing, Cant. 5. 7. That is a notable caution gie 
yen, Exod. 22. Te, (ball not offid amy widow, ot 
fatherleſs child; if thou afflit bem in any wiſe 
and they cry at all unto me, I will ſurely bear 
thejr cry, and my wrath (hall wax hot, and I will 
kill you with the ſword, and your wives ſhall be 
widows, and your children fatberleſs, verſe 22, 


23, 24, 


II. In refegence to Smiling-Retaliafions 
of Providence, remember the following la- 
Uructions. | 


1. The 
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Divine Pꝛobidente. 
. The leſs ground there is of dejection 
r ſtraits, by how- much the more parties 
ye been helpful to others under their ſtraits. 
For God (faith the Author of the Epiſtle to the 


Hebrews) i4 not — . rn to forget your work 
w 


and labour of love, which ye have ſhewed towards 
his name, in that ye have miniſtred to the ſaints, 
and do miniſter, Heb. 6 10, Fob was eyes to 
the blind, and feet to the lame, a father to 
the poor, the bleſſing of him that was ready 
to periſh came upon him, Fob 29. He hath ex- 

jence after his ſharp Winter - ſeaſon, of Re- 
uliating · Smiling · Providence z his Brethren, 
Siſters, and all that had been of his acquain- 
tance, affard him heart and hand for his ſup 
poxtation and conſolation, Fob 42, 11. 

2. Take notice, how God hath been a 


or Pay-Maſter to you one way or other. 


debts of kindneſs are paid off in money, 
or as good, if not better, than money, Old 
lai, who had a loyal heart and a bounti- 
hand towards Darid in his flight from Av- 
ſolom, experienceth the King's favour to him 
* his: ſee 2 Sam, 17. 27, 28, 29. 2 Sam. 19. 
39. 
g 3. Take encouragement then, to put on 
bowels of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of 
mind, meckneſs, long ſuffering, as is ſaid Col. 
3, How many are there, of whom it may 
ſaid, They have guts, but no bowels of 
compaſſion towards others afflicted! Forget 
not, more eſpęclally, to have a reſpect to God's 
ſervants, whether ſtrictly, or generally ſo 
termed. 
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termed, It's an encouraging meditation we 
have in 2 Kivgs 8. 4,5, 6. compared with 
2 Kings 4 8, 9, 19, the good Prophet, though 
dead, is yet a virtual ſpokeſman to the Ki 
for that woman who had been hoſpitable 
in entertaing him at her houſe : her 2 in 
the Prophet a little room, is richly . — 
with the King's reſtoring her the whole 
Houſe, Lands, Profits or Iſſues thence ari 
from the time of her abſence, to the time 
her addreſs made to the King there, Re- 
member then that of Chriſt, Mat. 10, 41. th 
that receiveth a prophet in the name of a fre. 
Phet, ſhall receive 4 propbets reward: and be tha 
recetveth 4 righteous man in tbe name of a righe 
teous man, ſhall receive @ righteow man's v6 
ward. | 
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rd tial Document, or 

| 3 ty mfrucbions to the obſer ver- 


of Providence. 
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21.7 CHAP. I. 
= © 33 
12 E uud Place put weight into the 
Scale" of Moral Actions : virtue and Vice 
hive an aggravation, according to the con- 
Wetarion' of Time and Place. And as Time 
place have their confideration in Mora- 
Mies, ſo in the Dilflays of Providence, God, 
whois! the Author of Time and Place, doth 
viſely govern Matters with reſpect to Time 
ind Place | 
To begin then with the firſt of theſe; and 
ſo it will not be loſt time to take à view of 
Providence about the timing of things. And 
here three Poſitions offer themſelves. 
Fit, It belongs to God, as his Preroga- 
tive-Royal, to Tribe Matters. In Iſa. 60.22. I 
the Lord will baſten-it in bis time. And in «As 
17. And he ſaid wnto them, It is not for you 
to the times or the ſeaſons which the Fa- 
her bath put in bis own power. * 
F 
Secondly, 
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Secondly, The Lord, who is wiſe, doth wile. 
ly Time matters. This appears, if it be con- 
ſidered, | | 

1. That the Scripture not only ſpeaks of 
Time, but of a ſulneſs of /Time; which note 
the mature, exact, or fit bringing-forth of 
matters. on the ſtage of this world; Our $ 
viour Chriſt. came in the ſulneſs of time 
we read it aſſerted once and again," Gal. 44, 
and Epb. 1. 10. 

2. There is no ſolid reaſon for man too 
ject againſt the Lord's Timing of Matten 

For, (t.) Hereby folly is enalted, Eceleſ. y ia 
Say not thou, What is tbe cauſe that the fm 
days were better than theſe 2 fon thou doſl not 
quire wiſely concerning thin. (2. Wien hue 
ſmarted for their folly, when they will hare 
other times, or things timed according 10 
their diſcontented humours, The Ian 
muſt have ficſh-days 3 they mall have them; 
and enough of them, ſee Numb.11. 32, 73 

3. As there is rcaſon, fo it's man's wik 
dom to be calm, and not fooliſhly Gumbled 
at this or that about Times. There arc two 
ways how times may be ſaid to be evil; 

1. In regard of the evils of Sin. 

2. In regard of the evils of Smart. | 

As for cvil times in regard of Sin, though 
it be our duty to groan, yet not to grudg 
or mutter againſt the Lord becauſe ſuch 
times are, Times are bad; and by ag undue 
ducontent they are not made better, but 
worſe. There is a wiſe and good mu 
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Dibine ob dente. 
2 

might here be 1 om I ſhall onl 
— — and that is, The truth of by 
Word which bath ſoretold of ſuch times; 
ind this, if conſidered, may not only break 
the force of temptation, as if God did not 
govern: the world at ſuch times; but like» 
wiſe confirm us in the faith. In the time of 
dope Clement the titth, Frederick, King of Si- 
ay was ſo far offended at the ill govern- 
nent of the Church, that he called into que- 
tion the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, till 
he was better reſolved and ſetled in the point 
by 4rnoldus de Villa nova, who evidenced to him, 
That it was long ſince foretold of ſuch days 
deſection and abomination, when iniquity 

d abound, 1 Tim.4.1, 2 Tim.3.1,2,0c, 
In the next place, as for bad times in regard 
of the evil of Smart, there is leſs ground for 
dquiet, if fin be conſidered of as ordinarily 
preceding ſuch evils of Smart, The Scarlet 
wd Crimſon Sins make way for Garments 
wlled and dycd in blood, It was a pious 
confeſſion in Ezra 9. 23- Howbeit, thou art ju 
is all that is brought upon ud: for thou baſt done 
right, but we have doue wickedly. And where the 
dysarc black and bloody ones, notwithſtand= 
ng they who are killed, burned, maſlacred, 
keep their garments undefiled , being perſe- 
cated for righteouſneſs ſake; yet God is good in 
lueh bad times as theſe, Much might be ſaid 
away of an apology for Providence here. It 
may ſuthce, That they who do ſuffer, are 
ſweetly ſatisfied as to what is their lot and 
' portion 
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portion in this kind. In Rev, 193.7; It wis gf 
ven to 2 — r 
overcome them. Mr, interprets thi 
1 as having reference to the times of the ip 
—— genſes, and quotes an obſervable reply x 
mus ſtra - forne of them to the Argument drawn from 
1 the ſucceſs of the Popiſh party againſt them 
eos, qui namely, That they were the "conquered pes 
adhuc re- ple of Chriſt, The Scripture had foretoldd 
fidui in- what ſhould be, and fo what might make 
_ agajoſt them, makes“ for them. They were 
manſe. ©Overcom'd,and Mt did overcome by their faith 
raut, miſ- and patience. The Wild-Boar of the Ford 
ſo quo- did chaſe them to their Father's Houſe,” 4 
3 time comes when Chriſt plays the mighty 
eb , ut Huntſman, aud ſo ſlays the layer, to the glory 
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irati, & / 

contra eos pronunciantis flagello couvicti, jam tandem feritate 
depoſit! ad fidem quam vocant Catholicam converterenturs 
ini verd ſe populum Chriſti victum rerorquentes hoe quaſi th- 
peo, tentatioms impetum fruſtrati ſunt atq;'ad unum omne 
A recurrentium Militum manu interſecti, fortiter occubos - 


tunt. 


Thirdly, There is a glorious diſſplay of Pr 
vide nee in timing both Mercies and Judgments. 
Mexcies ate timed, and ſo timed, as that they 
ate oftentimes inhanced from the ſeaſon for 
them. God did remember Foſepb-in the But- 
Icx's foxgetting of him; for Joſeph is reſerved 
till he be more fitted for releaſe, and till 
Pharaoh be at à loſs about his dreams, for the 
Magicians could not interpret them unto Phe« 
reob, Gen. 41. 8. The like may be obſerved 4 

| Danie 
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dune v caſe 3 between whole intended ſlaugh- 
and advancement there was but a little 
une, Dor, 2. 13. with following verſes. More- 
wer, the time of Mercy doth ſometimes lead 
o, or point at, ſome duty, which the Lord 
zouſly recompenceth at ſuch time. The 
of ſetting upon Temple-work, is a day of 
$ bicſhng them from thence, Hag.2.18,19. 
þ is obſet ved, how the Engliſh had victory gi-roz Ads 
wes unto them on that very day and hour Ima-and Mon. 
es were burnt at Landen. And as for judg- in the 
dente, the Lord times them. The Afrievs Þ 
ces not againſt an hypocritical Nation, till ae the 
oy ſends them, Iſa 10.6, God knows how toſixth. 
make a Calamity a double one, in regard of the 
timigg of it, That paſſage in Mat. 24. 20. doth 
plainly atteſt ſo much. Moreover, the day of 
Calamity may point out at fin committed on 
the day that Calamity is inflicted. While the 
wed (a proud one) was in the king*s month, 
there fell a voice from heaven, &c. Dan. 4. 31. 
Time is ſometimes a Glaſs to behold the fin 
mmmitted then, or before, at (ſuch a time, 
which hath its recourſe when the Judgment is 
nth&ed, The day, week, month of Smart, 
may point to the day, week, month, of Sin, 

e. 


The Second Branch of the Obſervation re- 
ien to Places. And here three Propofitions like - 
nile offer themſelves to conſideration. 


Firſt, Some Places are Monuments of Pro- 
ence in tegaid of what falls out there. Swrely 
( (aith 


. A Peoſpec of 
(faith Jacob) the Lord is in this place, and I knew 
it not: be ſet wp 6 pillar, and called the name of 
tbe place Bethel, Gen: 28. 16, 17,18, 19. See 
moreover, for this purpoſe, Numb. 21,3. 1 Sam, 
7.12. 1 Chron. az. 1. 

Secondly, There is much of Providence in go 
ing to Places, and in abſence of parties from 
Places. A Levite lodgeth at Gibeab, Judg.19.u4; 
and what falls out there, is the defolationgf 
Benjamin; no leſs than the lives of Twenty 
and five thoufand Bewjamites pay the ſhot, or 
diſcharge that Levite's Quarters, Fudg. 20.46, 

In 2 Sam. 20. 1. there happened to be there 4 
man of Belial, whoſe name was Sbebs the \foy 
of Biehri, a Benjamite ; and he blew the Tu- 
pet of Sedition. Nathan, Sadoek, Benaiab, St 
lomon, are not at that Seditious Feaſt of 4. 
nijab : Abiathar, Foab, arc; and they had better 
fatted, than thus teaſted, as the ſequel of the 
ſtory doth declate, 1 King. 1. There was much 
of Providence in Saul's coming to Fabeſt-Gikad 
for their help, 1. Sam. 11. 11, 

Thirdly, Both Mercy and Wrath may be 
read in legible Characters on Places, and at 
Places. The Providence of God is ſeen in way of 
Mercy, as it reſpectsthe place it ſe lf, in bleſſing oi 
it, as he did the land of Canaan to the Iſraelites; 
And the ſame Providence is diſplayed in way of 
mercy at places, and that in doing good to the 
ſouls of men, and to the outward man too. 
Many of the Fews which came to Mary (at Be 
thany ) and had ſeen the tbings which Jeſus did, 
believed on him, John 11,45. The blind man 1510 
the way nigh Fericho, and Chriſt there pare 
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m and healeck him, Lahy iB. And as Mer- 
u diſplayed, ſo· Wrath likewiſe.” The 
Lird 9 into a wilderneſt, _ 
water-ſpringy im dry | grounds,” 6 fruitful: 

ig berrenneſe, for the wickethiiſt of tbem that 
td therein, Plal. 107. 33, 3 The Brethren 
of Abamiab are on theit progreſs to viſit Ababꝰs 
at Sameria; they are met with by 
and ſlaĩn at the pit of the ſhearing - houſe, 
teen two and forty men, 2 Kings 10. 13, 14. 


25 . providentially drawn forth 


exreel, and met Feb in the jon of 
the Fexreelite, 2 Kings 9. 21. he is ſhin 
Jebu, and his body is thrown on that very 
kt/according to the word of the Lord, as 
makes the obſervation, v. 25, 26, of the 


| chapter. 


pe 4 [FL * — a. N 
— * —— 


CHAP. IL 


Ron the Lord's timing of matters; 
learn, (1.) What ground there is for 
wicked ones to conſider of their ways. God 
weonly times Puniſhment, but ſo times it, as 
kat it may become double puniſhment. God 
th turned the Glaſs of his Long-ſuffering 
n Heaven; how many ſands arc tun out, and 
tow many are to run out, they know. not: 
his let them know, That God will come in 
wy of puniſhing, if they come not in way of 

ing; he will come even to a ſand, When 
ke iniquity of the Amoriter is full, vengeance 
4 Dd eps 
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.11(fPzoſpent; a. 


ſteps — 2 MENE; Gad 
war Dang. 2 Agd. as the Lard timeih 
Wrath;r(o\there\ i942 ſtiugiag timing af it; 
Wicked :oncs havd a ſpring} tide::ob-Wrath, 
hem they! Expected. it not: Kywes fory 
told of Rabylen, IIa. 49-911 Bus dheſetwe thing 
Holl teme t9:1thee; in 4 manta ax tx is; 
of ebildrem and widowhodd ; they ſhafl tome ain 
thee in their perfection, &c, And in v is; Ther, 
fert hall cuil come: uh, ghas ſualt nat bam 
from ibence it ariſeth,\ and miſabief ſuul fal 
thee; tho ſhalt hr tu pet it off. and 
felation ſhall. came pay abel ſuddenly, which ihys 
Halt mot" hne. (1) What ground is therefor 
godly ones to wait on God in this Provides 
tor mercy: God hath his timing ot mercy, 
and ſo timing of it, as may the more com- 
mend the Mercy. There is à bleſſcd ſeaſan 
to revive the (pirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of, The cbntrite ones, I/. /. 
15. John's Diſciples came to Chriſt in a ſex 
lonable time, to he ſtrengthned in the eln 
the M. ab; Go and ſbew Fobn (ſaith Chat 
#boſe things which ye do bear and ſee, Mat. 11. 
5,6. Chriſt knew when to fill Peter's net with 
nich, after they had toiled all night, and caught 
nothing, Lake 5.5, 6. Iſaac hath a comforts 
ble yoke>fcllow after his Mother's death, and 
was comforted, Gen. 24. 67. 

: 13, From God's Providence in reference- to 
Places: ( 1,) Let. men be atraidof finnings 
gainlt God in places: In the vesy places. God 
can alarum them, and puniſh them. CRIT 
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Dibine Peolidente. 

with his Carowling-Courticrs, are appaled 
with the fingers of a man's hand, which came 
forth and wrote upon the plaiſter of the 
wall 4 yea, it is ſaid, In tbat night was Belſhazzar 


tho bing of the Chaldedns ſlain, Dan. 5. 5, 6,50. 


) Obſerve Place · Providences. Let afflicti- 

aud merteies in reſpectivt placts, have one 
place more, dad chat is the heart, to think up- 
on them, and improve them. Jacob was bid to 
mind Bethel, a mercy of old there, and a duty 
incumbent on him upon the account of mercy 
wuchſafed, Gem. 35. 1. The fame Facob takes 
gorice of his Wite Rachel's death, where the 
edi and te lis Foſeyb of it, Gen. 48.7. Paul for- 
gt not his Aſian - trouble, and mercy withal, 
which whether it were a violent fit of tick- 
aid, or hot perſecution, and deliverance from 
the one ot ether, it mattets nut; he obſerved 
the Providence of God there, and improveth 1t, 
e Cor. 1. B. 9, 10,11. the ſame Apoltle hath 
tricf obfervacions on what happened in divers 
faces ot his - Apoltolical- pilgrimage, 2 Cor. 11, 
25, to the end. 
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OBSERVATION XXX V 


Man's Exitremity is Heaven's. Time and 
Opportunity for Help. , 


% 4 
FT. hath been diſcuſſed, How God's Pra 
1 dence is (cen in Timing of matters: Now, 
among other things, not only the timing 
but ſo timing in regard of opportune 

is to be touched. And becauſe the Providewe of 
God is wonderfully diſplayed on this wile, 
ſo that His «@Qings of this nature ate mol 
ed into a religious Aphoriſm or Sentence 
Gen, 23. 14, In the mount of the Lord it ul te 
ſeen; It will be very pertinent to inſiſt on the 
ſeaſonable diſplay of Providence' under Diſlreß 
or Difficulty. That paſſage in the Scripture 
quoted, may be ſtiled, A Providential Prove; 
tor fo the words ¶ a5 it is ſaid unto this day] in 
the Text there, do imply. The occalion of 
this Sacred form of ſpeech, was the Lords 
ſtepping in for Abrabom's help. There at 
three things to be noted ; 

. 1. That difireſs befalleth a perſon or @ people, 
For ſoit was here with Abrabam ; Take now th 
ſon, thine only ſon Iſaac, whom tbou loveſi, and go 
#bee into the land of Moriab, and offer bim thert 
for a burnt-offering wpon one of tbe mount ain 
wbich I will tell thee of. . 2. Va 


— 


IFF. TFT FTA. 


1 — Pꝛobiden Dente. 
Iz. That à difireſs an abiding-oxe 
Id, pleaſetb. Alrabam travellcth on t 
and ſecond day; no releaſe: and on the 
+ | third day he lifts up bis eyes, and ſaw the place 
off, v. 4. The Gahe of the place muſt needs 
Ia his heart; this Golgotha, or place of Skull, 
| alight make him hang down his head with ſor- 
Ine: his head might well have aked on both 
he not had a hand of faith to hold it 
ind this he had, as the Author to the Hebrews 
doth afficm, ch. 11. 17,18, 19. 
4. That Providence doth opportunely appear for 
ed ones, by way of releaſe from troubles, 
Srobem muſt have the ſacriſicing - knife in bis 
kad to ſlay his ſon, ere the Angel of t 
lead call unto him, ſaying, Lay not thy 
#ihe lad, neither ds thou any thing unto bim, &c. 
What here was Abrabaw's calc, is by way of 
portion the caſes of others, who have their 
extremities, as God hath bis opportunities for 
help : and that Providence hath thus its oppor- 
Bf twities for help, will appear, if we conſider, 


* ö 


1. Promiſes, which imply ſo much. 
2. Divine Performances or Excmplifica- 
tions of this Truth. 
® 3. The variety of Ends which God hath 
Y in matters of this nature. 


Firft, Promiſes, formally and properly ſo 
med, we have in Scripture. Gen. 15. 13. 
ampared with Exed.3.7. and Exod. 5. 7, 8. doth 
us to underſtand, That God's Promiſe of 
ing the I/raclites 7 Egypt, was not 2 

Dad's 


ur- 
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| A Pooſpent of 
further off from fulfilling, though the þ- 
racht had been long under the Egyptian yohe, 


and their :yoke was made heavier a licthe: be. 


fore the Locd brake it to pieces. The Promiſe: 
ſwod ſtill irreverſible, and in its. full;Gircngeh, 
when the Iſratlite , were weakelt ; help w 
then neareſt, when they might think it furtheſt 
off, in regard of the bricks doubled, In Dem. 
35. 36. For the Lord ſhall judg bis people, aud 
repens bimſelf for bus. ſervants, when be ſcetb is 
their power is gone, aid there is none ſhut up o 
h. This is extenſive to pe rſons or people ug- 
der heavy preſſutes and difficultics : the move 
perſons evidence themſelves to be God's peo- 
ple, the more they may find in the accom- 
phbmeot of what is here promiſed, Pſal g id. 
For the” needy all vt alway be forgotten: th 
cxbedlation of the poor ſpell not p.1iſh for en} 
P1l.22: 5, For the oppreſſion of - 1be poor, for the 
iohimy of the needy,” now will I aviſe, ſaub the 
Lord, I will ſit him in ſafety from him that 
puffeth at bum. Plal. 72. 12,13. For be ſhall de 
liver the needy when be crieth : the poor alſo, and 
him that hub no belpey. He ſhall fpare tht poor 
am Welty, and ſhall ſave the ſouls of the needy: 
be (ball redeem their ſoul from deceit and vis- 
lence, and precious ſhall their blood be in bis fight. 
Zech. 14.7. It hill come to paſs, that at even- 
ing it ſhall be light ; that is, Mercy then (hall 
break forth, when little expected: they (hall 
have a Morning ef Mercy, in their Evening ot 
Difizu'ties. That ot Paul in 2 Cor, 1.9,10. My 
be look omas ar lead virtual ptomiſe. Ve bad 
(ith he) Abe Je I death in our ſelves, that 
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TA.. 


- 
Lag 
an 


NKF Sr SSEFFSRSRHEECTITSHF: 


th 


* 


5 
4 
5 
4 
| 
| 
| 
ö 


; 


world not” truſt in aur; ſelverr but in God which 
rafeth the dead, whe delivered. u from ſo great a 


| | death, d doth delivar.: in whom ne trat that be 


gill yet deliver. 25 ail, 
1 Come we next to Perkirmances,.or the 
iences ol: perions, 'Gad remembied Noob 
ahies he had been (hut up inthe Ark, Geni8.1, 
lu is icſcued timely by Abrabæu, Ge n. 14.131 
gab was taken into would, Gen. 20. 2. and it 
id. God came io Albinilab in a dream, and 
laid, Bebo la, tho art hut is dead man, for the wa- 
nun which on hat takgn ; ſor ocis a man's wife, 
m. 3. Providence was ſcaſonable for the prefer» 


mation of Sareb's chaſtity. The I/raclites are 


#; the Rod - ſea, and the Egyprians at their 
backs » they could ncither drink up the ane, 
not cat up the other) noordinary way of eſ- 
ape: and yet then the Lord opens '#way- itt 
the ſea, and a path in the mighty waters, Exod. 
1 21, 22. Ijrael was (are dilircilſed, Juug. 10. f. 
then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jeph- 
thab, and he becomes their deliverer, Jadg. 11. 
2 Soit is ſaid, The Lord ſaw the afflictiou of 1/- 
ral thet it was very bitter : for there ws nat any 
fiut up, nor any left, nor any help for Iſrael ; and 
the Lord ſaid not, that be would blot out the name 
e Iſrael from under beaven : but be ſaved them 
bythe band of Feroboam the ſon of Foaſh, 2 King. 
14.26, 27. Foſepb was in the briars, a knotty 
cale offers it ſelf; and while he thought on 
theſe things, the Angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him, Mat.4.20, The Diſciples ot Chriſt 
were in the Ship, there aroſe a great tempelt in 
the ſca, inſomuch that the Ship was covered 
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elbe t 
with the eV; ny per —— 
him, ſaying, Lord: ws, we periſh: then he B- 
role ( —— ſtorm, and check given to them 
for the tempeſt of unbelief in their ſouls) and 
rebuked the winds and the ſea, and there wiz 
great calm, Mat. 8.24, 25,26. Again, when the 
diſciples cry'd out for fear, ſtraightway Jeſus 
ſpake unto them, ſaying, Be of good cbeer, it in 
J, be-not afraid, Mat. 14. 26,27. Chriſt appem 
timely. to the Emmaus-dilciples under their he: 
vineſs, Lake 24.17. And as the Jews went 4 
bout to kill Paul, tidings came to the chief 
Captain of the Band, That all Jeruſalem wa 
in an uproar z who immediately took Soldiers 
and Centurions, and ſo reſcued Paul, Ads u. 
31432. Paul's Siſter's fon heard of the Jar 
lying in wait to kill Paul, and fo there wa 
ſeaſonable prevention of the murderous de- 
lign, As 23. 16. Epapbroditus was lick untothe 
death; but the Lord had mercy on him, Fils. 
-37. Thus all theſe are inſtances of ſcaſonable 
help from Heaven under extremities. 
Thirdly, The variety of Ends which the 
Lord hath in the ſwelling of a diſtrels, ert 
he apply the remedy; is the next thing to be 
inſiſted on. Theſe Ends ſubordinate to his 
— and pleaſure, may be reckoned up, as fol 
os: 8 
1. To chaſten for fin. Great ſins call for 
grievous difireſſes.” As men were ſwiſt in 
tranſgreſſing; ſo Providence may juſtly be flow 
in delivering. - God will let men fee by the 
evils of (mart, how provoking their evils ol 
lia have becg. Foſepb's brethren enyy bigk 
1 4 * , ; 0 — 0 ö , 
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Dibine 9 
Gm. 37. reſolution to ſlay him, v. 20. 
| in ſelling their brother to the 
| for he not theirs to (ell, v. 28. 
with 40. Gen. 15, They are after diſtreſſed in 
,and Conſcience then rings them a peal, 
ſo diſtreſſed, Ger. 42. 21. Their diſtreſs 
aſeth higher and higher, for behold their mo- 
ney is in their Sacks- mouth, and hereupon 
thein hearts ſailed them, and they were afraid, 
laying one to another, Pbat is this b God bath: 
dine ante ? Gen. 4.28. Neither is this all, 
but a hard task they have — Benjamin from 
their Father, in otder to the purgation of 
themſclves from being Spies; and no going 
again to Egyps without him; and if they go 
not, they matt go down to their graves, for 
the famine was ſore in the Land, Gen. 43. 1,2, 
kt length Jacob is prevailed with to let Ben- 
janix go; and then their diftreſs evades a ſu- 
perlative one; the killing-part of the Trage- 
dyis acted; the Cup is found in Benjamins 
$ack and according to their verdict Bayamin 
was to dye, and they to be bond-men, Gen.44- 
g. Now is the fpring-tide of diftreſs, which 
overflows all the banks, as appears from the 
pathetical Oration of Judab, who vents his 
ſorrows, ſaying, Wbat ſhall we fay unto my 
Lord ? What ſhall we I or bow ſhall we 
dear our ſelves? God bath found out the ini- 
quity of thy ſervants: we are my Lord"; bond- 
men, and be alſo with whom tbe eup is found, 
Gen. 44. 16. Now when their diſtreſs moupts 
to the clouds, help comes down from the Hea- 


 yens ; I am Foſepb ( ſaith Foſepb); I am Jeſepb 


your 


| — 1 
your brothen, whom: ye ſold inte Egypt. Gen. v 
RE Ee nh 

teten Qt | wit k 
flood, which was. ta overflow, go over, nd 
reach cyen to the neck, 1/4.8:6. Accordingly 
it was accompliſhed z for the Ariane, hike 
a deluge of, water, did overfiow even to the 
head-City Jeruſalem, which, like a man, Rood 
up to the ucck in theſe waters, the: body ai 
the nation being cover d with them; and they 
the Lord, who iets bounds; cauſeth the waters 
to return, as we have the fory in J. 37.36, 9, 
38& the [then therr] in the Text, hath reference 
to the Jem daleſul caſe when within the City; 
God hath then his Angel for their delivers 
ance, when the Afſries in his pride is higher, 
and reſolved in an utter riddance of: the Lord's 
people, | 1 10 14 
2. To diſ- engage or take off the heart from 
creatute-· de pendency, and to call ſorth i 
tach for \cxcrciſe on God. Fhe greater the di- 
meſſes are, and no way viltble tor help; the 
more is there à place for faith on God. Pre- 
picdence narrows or ſtraitens the conditions of 
parties, that ſo there may be more room or 
enlargement for the excerciſe: of faith. All 
Creature- t wigs being lopt off, there is nothing 
left but to hang the more on the Creator, 
Faith will find ſomewhat to take hold on, 
when Senſe ſeeth nothing. I looked (faith the 
Pfalntit) on my right band, and bebold, but there 
ws 140 mau that would know me >, refuge failed me: 
wo max cared for my ſowd. I cried unto thee, 0 
Lord: 1 ſaid, Thou ars my refuge, and my portion 
it 
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iuabe denn of: the living, Blah: 34% 4:3. che bkg 


3. To let men knaw, That the Lord he ig 
Gad; and con help not wit hſtas ding there is a 
vigble face of things to the contrary. The 1/- 
nlite (hall our of Eg, and. aver the Red - 
l, let Task-mwaſters, . Horſes, Eharigts, the: 
mighty Water, ſay the contrary. Nom I know: 
(Wd: — » — the Lord 10 gon then a 

Jer iu the * 
— TED 
f ioh's days, hen the caſe was fad at Je- 
reſelem, as that in 14.37. 3. Tbit dey i 4 day of 
trewbley and A rehwhe, and of blaſpbemy : far the 
children are come to tbe bertb,- aud there is not 
frengab 10 bring forth, Aud yet. though thus 
lit Hezelgob, yet thus faith the Lord con- 
cexning the King of Avia, He: ſpall not come 
ine this City, nor ſhaot an arrow there, nor cane 
*. is wic h ſbields, nor cal 4 bank, ain it: by 

way that be, came, by the ſame ſhall, be re- 
unn, and ſhall. not comg into this City, ſaith the 
Lend, v. 33, 34. God is the great Arbiter or 
Controller of things. He will he known a= 
monglt the Mighties of the World; and one 
ſeaſon when he thus will be known, is when 
difrefſed ones know not what to do, but to 
iigh and pray to him, who is great, and greatly 
in be prailed, and feared above all gods, 
Hal. 96. 4. | 

4. To encourage praying-work, The Church 
of God in Eſther's time, had, as it were, her 
neck on the block; the. lifted-up hands hold 
up the liſted- up Ax from falling down, Eftb, 

4-16, 
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was Taul's caſt, at. 1,8, 9. „e eln 1 A 


ſpiſe their prayer. O how have pri 


16, Prayer was made without ceafing 
— 4d, 12.5, the Lord fends an — 


who ptocures a timely Gaol-delivery, v. 7 


9, 10. As God doth cull forth prayer in ſuch 
extremities ( for out extremities call us 
to call upon God): ſo his goodneſs is ſeen in 
the anſwer made / unto prayer; which may 
further be a Load · one to this duty under the 
like extremitics.: It is ſaid in Pſal. 102.17. Hh 
will regard ebe prayer of the e, and not 4. 


ones had experience of Gol's regarding then, 
when in reſpect of their extremities, ſenſe and 
reaſon might be ready to prompt, as ii the 
Lord had utterly rejected them! I remember 
here a memorable ſtory : - There happened to 
be a Famine in a Ship, inſomuch that the que · 
uon was ſtarted about drawing lots who 
ſhould be caten ; one of note in the Ship, and 
a pious man withal, deſired the reſt, That they 
might firſt ſeek to God by prayer, before they 
zefolved to enact ſo inhuman a Butchery : and 
accordingly he made a prayer to God; 
and whilſt he was praying, a Fiſh of ſome 
_ was caſt out of the ſea upon the place 
where he was praying: this Fiſh they divi- 
ded ; and though it were but a ſhort Com- 
mons for hungry ones, yet it put a ſtop to 
a Fleth-dinner for that time: but however, 
the belly hath no ears, hunger comes on, and 
the old queſtion about v bloody Fleſh-meal is 
ſtarted: The man who was their mouth 
to God in prayer, wills them They might look 
up 2g4in to God, having had cxpcricnce of his 

geaci- 
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Saar — — + : vccordin N 
they go v and whilſt at prayer, a FO 
— bignel lies a-thwart the Ship= 
ixcklingy and is entengled, which they had, 
ad abtording) divided ; and before any fut · 
ther controverlic did ariſe, a Ship bears up to · 
witds them; add their diſtreſſed cafe. 
> dq, proviſon they had out oſ the 
2 that notwithſtanding the Captain 
of che-Ship had a particular grudg againſt the 
wan of note in the other Ship, and was reſol - 
wed at firſt to play the Eſau with this Jacob; 
hut yet did him no harm. 
. To render His Wiſdom and Power con- 
, and that not only to perſons the im- 
mediate ſubjects of ſuch relief, but likewiſe to 
others in after-generations. So for the Wiſdom 
md Power of God; there was mote than 2 
kw drops of theſe at the Red - ſea: how of- 
ten is that deliverance- taken notice of, and ce 
kbrated in the Sacred Scriptures! The like 
ny be ſaid of the diſtreſs of the Lord's peo- 
ple in Eftber's days: What a glorious diſplay 
ws thereof Power and Wiſdom in that aſto- 
hing deliverance ! In Pſal. 102. we under 
land of the low and diſtreſſed caſe of perſons 
there: for the title of the Pſalmis, anger 
the offlited wben be is overwbelmed and poureth 
as bis complaint before tbe Lord: And paſſages 
i the Pſalm do imply diſtreſſes: We have there 
Glefyl complaints, aud a tragical deſcrip- 
un of diſtreſs; » expreſs mention made 
of Ziow's ſtones, and duſt: and now, not with- 
landing the fore diſtreſs of the Lord's people» 
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ci wh on wy a 
> hah. both Power. ll. 
gates ch tones and duſt, a ele a glas 
ildings glorjous to the cycs of tho lea 
bal take a. vic of all x ofor;#bis. ſhell. be:wnig: 
for pbe geuer ation ic ; - and the 
wh "fe I created ' ſhall praiſe the 2 
ven, 8. „, us 
6, To check che peide, inlalt ation, and ws 
licious reſolutions of wicked Ones. Come, . 
the Babylayiana, ſug us one of 'tþe Jongs of Zion, 
Plal.137.3;; God can in thrac-let,the B 
know, there are thoſe whom he can mee 
pt to. make he Bahyloniang hO WI, O 
gall for ſiaging ane oi the Lard's langs. Hon 
were Phargob, Hamen, Senacherib, check uu 
nick A tims Adnet only in former times 
bath Provide heu- ſeen im giving a check 
but alſe in hates days. Thare is à very romgtkr 
able ſtory ot M.gde brug, the Citizens whenel 
in Charles the Fikelys time, Emperor of 60. 
many, ſiood out hrroicaly, not wit hſtandiag 
the Emperor had born down with ſoret the 
Proteſtants in all Germany; only Magdeburge b 
like the Pelican in the wilderneſs, and the O 
of t he deſast, andi the Sparrow alone on the 
houſe · tap: and though fo, yet ho in the nich 
of time was Prince Maurice, who 
them, wheeled about to be their friend, and ſo 
makes Articles of Peace with them, and'with 
his: n in upon the Emperor, wy — 
ore 
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ce, 

t hn, and After forſakes the: Impetial 
betaling hirn ſelf to: a xctiecd liſe ani 
ſo the Px ulataret which was ſote de- 
preſſed, hath its reſurrection to the baffling 
of Popiſh expectations. Hither, or under this 
Read way be referred that of the witneſſes in 
Rev, 11. I wave debates as to parties ſlain, and 
the time when, whether at (cvcral times in ſe- 
yeral generations: That which makes for the 
matte in-hand, js the Lord's — — 
Withtardding t hei being lain, and that to the 
Game and terror of their adverſbries : for fo 
1. 11. Aſter three days ond an half, the Spirit 
Ae from God enired mo hen; ond they flood 
jos! ebeir” feet, wad great fear fell upon them 
hich, ſaw them. That in Mie, 7: 10. may here 
ie icrommodated as a good Comment on this 
and pertinent to the matter in hand: 
fhe ien ip wine enemy ſhall ſer it, aud 
aue ſball aver her which faid wnto me, Whete 
it the Lord 1b God #'- Bebold, mine eyes ſpall be- 
wid tur „ now ſhail ſhe be trodden down as the 
wire of. the flreets. 

*:Laftly, To mention no mere: The Lord 
doth ſep in, in the depth of miſery, to endear 
himſclf unto perfons- holpen; and to engage 
their hearts the more unto him, who doth ex- 
at his mercy at ſuch a ſeaſon, So in Exod. 15. 
15 Tho in mercy beſt led forth the people which 
thes baſt redeemed. And P(al.34 6. This poor man 
md, and the Lord beard bim, and ſaved bim out 
Fal bis 2roubles. And in Pſal #16. The ſorrows 
of death compaſſed ms, and obe pains of bell gar bold 
won'mez I found trouble and ſorrow : _— 
Calle 


 A-Dioſpent'6f <- 
called upon the name of the LN O Lord, The 
ſerch thee deliver my fonds graciow is the Lon 
and righteow ; yea, our Gods mr.. 
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CH AP. II. 


P . ' : L 
t. CEE folly and vanity, (.) In regarded 
impatiency under evils. (.) In regard 
of. excurſions, or. ſieppings aſide from duty i 
the uſe of means, for which men have no vu 

rant. There is folly both theſe ways, The 

raclites (ell foul on Moſes and Aaron, becauſe 
door for egreſa out of Egypt, was not opened 
at firſt knocking, What though a double Lock 
ſeem to be ſet on the doog of the great woths 
ing-houſe 3 yet no reaſon to quarrel; the Lai 
knows how and when to open the doc, 
break it open, as he did in his own time, 9 
his own glory. It was'Sau/'s fault, that be 
would ſacrifice before Sammel came, and he 
ſmarted for it, 1 Som, 13. 8, 9. Let men learn 
from SawPs folly to be wiſez let them not force 
themſel ves to this or that as a means for help 
under ſtraits, which God approveth not, + 
membring withal,how a Samuel may be a con- 
ing with —— the Lord, when they at 
going from the Lord. ; vl 
2. Watch againſt anxious and. perplexing 
diſquiet of heart under ſtraits. There is 10 
ground for a Chriſtian to diſtract his heart in 
the want of viſible means, or to 2 


” 
” : 
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eat efit D 

Dibine-Pribidence. 

God in the midſt of. viſible dangers. Remem- 
ber who bids, to take no thought; that is, 
not to be anxious, diſtruſtful, diſquieted under 
lif6edlties5 Fand withal, what he faith fur- 
ther, it ſhall be given you in that ſame bour, 
Nach. 2% Not only Years, Mogi 


\ Weeks, Days, but even Hours, for Heaven 5 
0 


* are cohtained in the Calendar of 
"3, Treaſure yp the, Experiences of Di- 
vine Help under Needs and Difficulties. 
David had a ſignal appearance of Providence 
his relicf, When Saul is on the one fidf 
: Mount in, and David, on the other? 
this David forgets not; for it is ber- 
"contained ih His deliverance ddt bf 
band of Faul; which deliverance tie ce. 
ra '2 Sam 2. If thou haſt a Mountain- 


efige, with David,” forget not the God 
"thy Mountain - Diſpenſation. Remember 
10 things: (r.) The more eminent thy 
the more reaſon to value it. The deptii 
Filer may well call for the admiration 
be height of Divine Mercy: fee an inſtance 
i, 116, 3,4,3,6,7,8,9. (1) Thelaying up of 
en Experience, will be of gteat ule for 
t times. Thou mayeſt be in regard of tem- 
als Or ſpiricuals, as is faid Ad 27. 0. Now 
heq neither Sun nor Statrs in many days ap» 
wed, Kc. To look back on Providence In a ſad 
age before, will be bf uſe, when the caſe is 
A the preſent. The Me ltation on former 
lerience, maybe 4 prop to the tottering- 
male of 4 weak faith: (ee T.. y. 3505 11. 
8 Ee BSE 
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OBSERVATION: XX. 
At or nigh the ſame time there is « lik 


Faure Providence ſhewing is ſelf n 


Places. 
CHAP. 1. 


O W che Providexce of Gods aiply 
both as to Time and Place, and partici 
ll as to the ſo timin ing of | of Hel —_— 
tremities, hath been iofifted he pop 
Obſerxvation, which hath * reference 
both to Time and Place, is now. to be 
ken unto : And here, in the firſt Place, 0 lace, 
be ſhewed, how: the like work o 
in Places may be couſideredi and that wy 
ways: 
i. In regard of Premonition or diſcovery of 
what is to take place in the world. Thus w 
the Lord would take up Eljab into Heaven, 
not oply Eliſbs bath a diſcovery of what the 


Lord is about to do; but the ſons of the " 


phets that were at Bethel, 2 King, N 

not only they, but alſo the ns mg the Pro- 
phets that were at Jericho, v. 5; of the ſame 
chapter. And ſa the hand of Sy Lord was up- 
on Ezekiel in the evening, aſoxe one that had 
eſcaped from Jeruſalem by 

the n Was. Keen, Ezek, 33. 21, At 21. 


ought tydings that 


e., #2$FE 9 =p 3.5 ger 2s 52. 
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te. 


name was Peter, Ad, 10. 
rs. of antecedent preparation, 
ion, or qualification, for what is to 
forth on the Rage of the World. The 
for were. awakened to prayer-work, when 
Seventy m_ I — 
ut Babylent Jet. 29. 12. cs 8 to go on t 
ö s Enabaſhg. to Egyps 3 be wants a Spokes- 
map; and God brings one to his hand, Exod, 
41%:14,15,16,27. When Chriſt was brought 
the Temple, what a wonderful Providence 
n there in Simeon's coming thither at that 
when Mary came thither ? and ſo in At; 
„coming in that inſtant, as it is (aid Luke 
1 27,38? Both Simeon and Aue were Wit- 
aefſes to and for Chriſt 3; they came ſeaſona- 


r 


te 39. 


te ſame, or a like, for kind. And here ave 
2 conſide r it, | 


„ As a Work of Mercy in it ſelſ con- 
4. lidercs. 
2, As a Warls of Wrath. 


was communicated to the Gentiles, and 
gt of the. Holy Ghoſi * poured out on 


* Ec them. 


rr ES 


pa hath —— holds cotteſpon · 

e — —— 10 

8 Ceſarea, 
S 2 2: 


to the Temple, there to teſtiſie of Him 
way Lord of the Temple. Ver. 9, to 


3. In regard of the work it ſelf, which is 


855 a Work of Mercy. The Goſpel of 
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them, 40, 10. 46. They ut Teri were eu. 
riched in utterener u hne wiedg WW Well 6 
they at Jeruſatem 1\Cor!iy.5,/ m ames f, 
Docebat the Reſor mation M Rehfþion,” Zh Ha, it the 
hoc tem- ſime. time oppo rhe Pop s du gentt 
Tiguri atmongſt che Felleiens, at which Laiber { 
Helvetiis amongſt the Germans * how- did then 
Ulricus Towns, Pariſhes; *falt off from yd. 
4 
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Zuinglim leaves from the Trees in Autumn? An 

— _ is obſerved how Learning at one and the 
wb f. Wfthe'time began to hold up its head, and th 
nem--- in-divers places,” as Scultetus hath it. And u 
Et quod ſor Vearning, ſo for Peace ad Tranquility; 
miters the Providence of God may betusted, IHA 
uno dem. 40, 9, 31. Thin bad'the Churches veſt Thornoy 
pore in al Judes, and | Galilre, and Samaria. A t 
diverſis there is, when Couftreys haye their worldly 
mundi re- Jubllec, All che catth ſitteth fill, Ad is t nf, 
, e pen made} 1, ,, 


mortua 0 . | 
pridem ſludia in vitam revocabant Led 10. Pontifex Rome! 


d Hiſpanes Cardiaalis Talstena: apud Anglos, Rex Ani · 
— — — apud Belgas Rex Catholicus, car 
las: apud Gallos, Rex trongiſcs. Annal. dec. 1. p.3+. 


2. As 4 Workef Wrath, or Severity, and 
ſo there may be noted how a like ſade of thin 
there is in places at or nigh the ſame time, A 
time there was, when the Lord ſuffered all 
Nations to walk in their own- ways, 447 14 
16. A time there Was, when ignorance, and 
lack of learping did prevail to an aſtouiſb- 
tent at the'Aupilify: of theſe th that time, 
Atd-%9' Tphoritce' Rad its dme ſo Soph 
ſiry ind 'wnpratiteble SubtlltyZiafitad of ſound 
ay = an 
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favoury Divinity lid abound in the Thir- 
—_ — It is obſerved, , how both ber = 2 
nd P . ut forth them- 4 
— or aboyy 740 therlagpyt ane figs . And as for ge —— 
external — ey have * timed in * eſt, 


9 Rags ; ew ie 


th : tim — 
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Places are participant of. The 6h 
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ike favours may ſhine upon their habitation, 


Were perions more prayerful, they might 
have experience of God's being merciful. he: 
ware we then of a diſcontented eye at others 


Mercics, and wiſely improye our own wapts.. 
There is enough in the rich Exchequer of . 


vidence to ſupply all wants, whether for ſoul 
or for the outward man. Providewge knows 
how to comfort the waſte places, to make 
12 1 like Eden, and che Deſart like 
Garden of the Lord; .. 51.3. 
3 Great ground is there for men to ſhake 


off wretched ſecurity when Providence ſoup 
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Divine Pyobidence, 
on others in far or near places, Who knows 
where the train of Gun-powder, being once 
ſet a fire, may creep, and do its deadly exe- 
cution ? The end of one placc's Calamity, 
may be the beginning of another's. The bit- 
ter of which ſome have drank, may 
oh w unto others, \notwithſtanding 

y zud preſumption, as the daughter 
of Kam 3s mtozmed, Lam. q 22. 
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% OBSERVATION XI. 
Tat Mag 7 ad. Si 1 a Wis) 1%} 
Thers it 4 daſbing-work. of W 
i regard of tariows matters, whi 


in way of probability offer themſeloy 
to the eye of Senſe and Re aſon. 


SFF 


CHAP. I. 


2 the fair and promiſing - ſace of 

things is ſometimes veiled, yea, huft 
into a perpetual darkneſs, never to ſee light 
in this world; appears, 

1, From God's otherwiſe informing the 
judgments of perſons about matters. Ar- 
bam was without iſſue, heir-male and female. 
He thought Eliezer muſt be the man who muſt 
heir it. But what ſaith God? This ſhall unt be 
thine” heir; but be that ſhall come forth ont of 
thine own bowels, ſhall be thine heir, Gen,15. 
Samuel is (cnt to anoint one of the fone 4 
Feſſe ; and it came 10 paſs, when they were come, 
that he locked on Eliab, and ſaid, Surely the Lord 
anointed is before him: but the Lord ſaid un- 
Samuel, Look not on biz countenance, or on the 
beight of bi ſtature, becauſe ] have refuſed bins 

for abe Lord ſeeth not as man feeth ; for man 
Jooketh on tbe outward appearance, but tbe Lord 
looketh on tbe heart, 1 Sam. 16.6, 77. 
Rr” 3 2. From 


S 
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r 7 hk cloud; and in 16. Whepeds 

as. for my hope, bn ſnal ſee it? and 

yet 12 bee others lived: co (ee a coufutation of 

black concluſions drawn from the preſent 

hace of things; for the Lord. turned the. cap- 
tivity of Job, chap, — v. — 

3. From — ure which im- 
1 ſo much . — aw under the ſun, 
the race, in not to the ſmift; nor the baud! 

ſtroug, neither yes bread to, the wiſe, nor 


0 r 
4 len 
10 WY, Eccleſ. g. 14. And in Earle. 


3771 I. bave ſervants upay barſes, and prin- 
# yalkgag E earth. 9 I 
| ations, and that in tems 
ror emp Who would have thought 
Joſe Phe was ſuch a, end to the (tate 
ie 17 forgotten as he was? Exod, 
Who wonld have imagined. in the fig 
tl fo wile 3. Prince as Solomon, that a 
%* Axcl.tree of Goverument ſhould be 
nitted £0 has ſon Kebohoam?. 1 King. 1. 
With x 12. 10, Little, did Adam aud 
e\thiok, chat .o promifing.a ſon as Abel 
| have the candle ol his lite puft,out by 
oad · warm breath of a; Cain their cn 
How 7 did He cab argue otherwile 7 
is 
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world art not wiſe and — for a bl 
eternity; Mor. — Ohriſt came to bis. 
und dhey rec him not, 1. 11. 
ho ate ſecming friends of Gch 


come ceal-enemies, 4⁴¹ 20.30. 
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6 0 gs. Show: 


belt melt? the great N 00 che donn 
turn into à calm: and the Cath to a Höft) 
The Diſciples Wer much taten wich cht 
Buildings of the Temple; wd what H 
CArift'? ' 824 he t al the üg? Veth 1 
Jay: wnro yon, bye ſhall not be Hft bere ont 
won anorber that ſhill noi he“ vbrown 
Mar. 24. 1, 2. In Js. 7.2. it was told the 
of'' David, Laying His * coiftdt#ate with* 
brei: aut bis heart was mbved, aut the bil 
of bis people, the tre, f the wood are motel 

wb! the nim! But vet au dds prom 
by* rather threntmin bg, cynfedepacy, ende 
there is u daſhing-work'of T 

55 is N deſcribed from i:. to 1d. 

. 'Beware of taſhneſs iti (cliaz vpe 

tice of things which preſents it . Nt 
pi 
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Dibms: Wiabidefce, 
2 Parſos; und Conti: 


a hw when: ig 
7 N > role or 

% God. Zhu" fairh te 
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0. 15, agen! | 
wel Hot wich the Lord's Govern 
the World, becauſe he doth. thas 
and 2 baild,, u # were, un 

> hd byab@Yy pulls i deten. bf che 
AX — things us like che 
Wing up of brot , !qaickly up, and 
17 ——— God 
heth to theſe Muſhrooms, as well aste che 
' of 7 /Thiete is 16 reaſons for 
2 "4nd faulc b an <Ali-wiſe 
Nen W that on the ſtage 
h hath notzits imagined 

of os hh. wile Ends ſubòbrdinate to 
erf ih 'Diſpenlations' of this nas 


Th To jet we Know ow the Lond he 
F Gods © for” Pr "go werording to his 
$, andÞnit'as wen ſutmiſe and — 
E acomtdit to- the dutward appeara 
things Led lach the A bx 
"tre thy Works; and 3by thoughts very 
nee wm oh 10s, neither dorb 2 
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hies i men: the- 
e decor a 7 5 


— e 2 9 255 
ehowghts, Mit her 2 5 
— 7 — a #be heanent 8 5 
e r. 
— my 8 yoprr . 1 
<7 AID Ale bis 1 POR Wa 5 py 
iel Wyo pleaſeth. "Wha if the Lord 
deſby ve ſſex made.? ſbabe off [tbe feyit 
it be, nipe as in abortive aſus 7, Is 
therefore w be quarrelled. With? iMay, 
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taintics. Pharaob, from lache, is intang- 
kd into the Lord's Net in the Red- (ca, Exod, 
14.3 The red waters become bloody ones to 
the Moabites, whoſe wrong concluſion from 
probable Premiſes, proved a bloody one, 2 King. 
$32, 23, 24. 

6. To teach men conſtant dependance on 
God. Men point, and God diſappoints. They 
propole, but God diſpoſeth. The wind of Pro- 
Wence is variable, and therefore men had need 

God in the voyage---It is not fo ſoon 
as (aid ; We will go into ſuch a City, and 
einne there; u year, and 4 and ſell, and get 

Sce Famer 4, 13, 10 

0 To leſſon Oo Enocſs for a diſplay 
Mercy in daſhing-things likely to take 
place. A Copy of Conveyance is cut in pic» 
es, and a freſh one is drawn by the hand 
a Providence for the good of the party, Ruth's 
Warriage with the Kinſman was daſh't; and 
well for her, whom Providence had intended 

a more ingenuous and pious man, What 
is 
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vidence in bringing matters to their 
journey end; and that notwithſtand- 
ng letts in the way, and the length 
. Ful. Way. | 


CHAP, I 


As there is a daſhing-work of Providene, 
A as hath before been ſhewed; ſo there is 
an Accompliſhing-work in regard of what 
the Lord wills or willingly ſuffers to be in 
the world, What the Lord will have take 
place, muſt, notwithſtanding impediments 
and delays for a time. And this appears 40 
be ſo, if we confider, 


1. The Power of God. 
2. The Wiſdom of God, 


1. Nothing is too hard for Infinite Power 
to bring about. The greateſt blocks in the 
way, like a feather, are blown away with the 
breach of Providence, All letts, like the thin 
lm dr Ice, ſhall be diſſolved by the warm 
An- beams of Providential Influences, The 
Ireclizes had lien long in the Egyptian For- 


nace; 
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hath ways to bring about matters in his o 


PE) TIT) +1 SY 3 ago 

eee 
nace ; it was too hot a work for Moſer and 
Aaron to pluck them t the hand of 
— that was * the Lord way of de- 
ering them 3, yet the Lord ſaved the 
people ct of the 1 Land of Egypr, Jude ver, x, 
The, Jens met with oppoſ . the Temple 
work, it is laid, how upon in Order 
Huxerxes,Rebuwi and 8 


ai, with their cbm 
Paniohs, made them to cealt by forte" and 
powet, EAA. 23. and yet this work, which 
lay dormant for ſome years, was fipill's at 
laſt z ſee Ezrs 4. 24, with Ezra 6. 15. J 
2. 20, | 


2, God, according to his Infinite Wiſdom, 


tine, not withſtanding bindranges and te 
for a time. In 1 Sam. 6, 5- the Philiftins (0 

the Ark of God: they have it, but muſt, not 
hold it; it muſt be had home again; 0 
hall this be? Let the Lord alone; hd ein 


find out a way for its conveyance, thougi t 


be in the Countrey of the Pheliftins ſeven 
months, as it is related, i Sam; 6, 1. 8 

thoſe Fifty thouſand three-(core and ten men 
who were ſlain upon the return of the Arb, 
1 Sam. 6. 19. had been lain in battel in order 


no pprpole, And what js ſaid iu this calc of the, 
Ar 


Capacity is not receptive” of the Oceati © 
Divine 


4 


— 


—_— 


Dibine Pꝛobidente. 4 92 


| | Divine Wiſdom: Let this Sun ariſe, and it 
f | ſcatters the clouds and miſts that arc in our 
» | eye. A thouſand ways infinite Wiſdom hath to 
ef effe& matters, though we ſee never an one. 


CHAP. II. 


_—_ _— hmmm LAG e 


EE the reaſon why there is dejection 

and deſpondency. Men have both their 
eyes fixed on Hindrances and Delays, and not 
half an one open to the Providence of God. 
Whilſt David pores on Saul's Power, Subtilty, 
ad Fury, no wonder if David be not David 
n point of the exerciſe of Faith, Patience, 
Hope; but ſay, I ſhall one day fall by tbe band 
Saul, Chriſtians, in caſes ot this nature, are 
like the man who looks on the wheel turning, 
ut not on the Flye on the Wheel creeping in 
z contrary motion to the Wheel, The Flye of 
Iraidence is on its motion, whilſt the Wheel of 
ſecond Cauſes have their contrary motion, as 
tay be ſhewed in another diſtinct following 
Obſervation. As in a (hip (ailing directly for- 
ward, a man walks from the Fore-cattie or 
dem of the ſhip, towards the Stern; yet he 
lat ſhall conclude the motion of the ſhip to 
kthe lame, will conclude amiſs. The ſhip of 
Imadence is ſetting torward towards its Ha- 
en, though Second-Caules arc walking in 2 


wntrary motion on the Deck. Let Providence 
Ft then 


6 ve. di, © - 
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A Pzolped ot 
then alone to play the Pilot, aud do thou in 
the interim pray for a good voyage. 

There is good teaſon to bear up, though 
the burden be heavy, and have lien long on 
the ſhoulder, and none to take it off. 

1. Is the Plea, That the burden is heavy? 
Conſider, you may have experience of Gods 
kindneſs; and the ſooner have it, by how 
much more it becomes heavy. The more wes 
ry you arc, the more God may ſtrengthen in 
the way, aud bring you to your journey's end 
with joy, Remember Paul's caſe, 2 Cor. 1.4, 


9, 10. 
2, Is the Plea, That the burden hath lien 


long on the Conſcience, Credit, State, Body, 


Or.? Contider, (.) This is no new calc; J. 
ſepb, Did, with others of God's Saints, can 
tel! ſtorirs of difficult ies, and long · ſpun forth 
ones, (2.) The queſtion is, Who is more 4 
Waiter ? you, that you may have a Mercy; or 
God, that you may be fitted tor a Mercy? The 
Lord waits that he may be gracious, 1/a.30.18. 
(3.) The Hand of the Clock hath its motion 
in the dark night, though a man fce it not. 
There was a Ram inſtead of Iſaac in yondet 
buſh, when Abraham might not ſee it at its 
firft inſtant, being caught there. 4. Though 
the burden continue longer, yet wait longer 
tor lo it becometh to do, as others have 
done, and thou art taught to do, I/. 26. 8. 
with 3, 4. 

3. Is the Plea, That there is none to help; 


Means, Inltruments, fail: Conſider, 
1. Though 
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Didine Pzobidence, 

1. Though the Arm of fleſh wither, yet the 

Hand of Providence till flouriſheth. God is 
God without Means and Inftruments,as well as 
with them. His Arm can then bring ſalvati- 
oo, when thert is none to help, Iſa. 63.5. 
- 2, Help by Me ans, Inſtruments, fails in or- 
&r to help, The way to have help, is to be 
nortißed to Creature · helps. will lead 
nen to ſce that in himſelf, which after he 
hey communicate by ordinary Means. Eye 
then God more, and Men leſs, and thou mayſt 
find, how Providence is then on its March, 
when the Drums ſound nothing but a Re- 
treat to Senſe and Reaſon, | 
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OBSERVATION xLn. 
Things are ſet forward in the World 
a Collateral Influence or ſiroak,, 
the by, of Providence. Or, Godle 


men by what they do ſee, tothat which 
is not ſeew till afterward-. 


-+ #8 4 


HAT the great Pilot of Heaven ud 
Earth can make uſe of not only a fide- 
wind, as here; but likewiſe of a contrary- 
wind, as ſhall be ſhewed in the next Obſerve 
tion, and all to bring the Ship to its Port or 
Sic diſpo- Haven; is to be inſiſted on. The leadings of 
nuntur Providence by what is ſeen, to that which is not 
res buma- ſeen, are wonderful, Theſe leadings may be 
uæ, divi- 
no ple conſidered three ways: 


run 
conſi lio, ut oceaſione eorum quæ facienda proponimus, incids- 


mus in ea de quibus antea nihi cogitavimus. Au ſculus com. iu 
Evang. Jeb. p. 475» 


1. In regard of the Object. 
2. In regard of the Medium or Inducement, 
3, In regard of the Iſſue. 


Firſt, In regard of the Object, and ſo theſe 


ſide wind Influences or leadings of Providence, 
reſped 
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Divine Pꝛobidente. 

' both Temporals and Spirituals. Men 
- I whilſt they mind one matter in their Civil 
concernments, fall in upon another; as he 
obo diggeth his garden-plot findeth a Treas» 
fire.” Saul ſeeketh his father's Aﬀes, and find- 
er a 1 1 Sam. 9, David is ſent by his 
fither to the Camp with proviſion for his bre- 
thren, and there killerh G»/iab, and fo founda- 
tn was laid for -after-matters, 1 Sam. 17. 
fad as in Temporals this may be noted, ſo in 
wacrters of Soul - concernment. Whilſt men 
nad Earth, they meet with Heaven. Some 
d to ſeek a ſervice, and ate by the Pro- 
mne of God caſt there, where they come to 
think themſelves of another kind of ſer- 
re, namely, the Service of the great God, 
whom before they look*t not after---It's pro- 
bible that ſome of thoſe many Nations, Ads 
19,10, 11. be-took themſelves to Feruſalem 
won a Secular account. However they were, 
by an; occaſion offered, drawn to be hearers ot 
the Apoſtles, 2 6. Whatever their End were in 
hearing, God's Providence was wonderful in the 
apoltle's ſpeaking for there was added to the 
Charch about three thouſand fouls, v. 41. Peter 
ud Andrew were caſting their Net into the Sea, 
ind Chriſt ſaith then and there to them, Follow 
w, and I will make you fiſhers of men, Mat. 4. 
18, 19. Jame and Fobn were mending their 
nets, and Chriſt in like fort meets with them 
when his walk was by the ſea of Galilee, ver. 
18, 21, 22. The Woman of Samaris cometh 
0 Facoh's Well to draw water: She minded 
ater to ſet over the pot, or walh her diſhes, 
Ft 3 => 
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A Pzoſpec of 
or the like; little thought ſhe of 
kind of water which Chriſt the Fountain g 
2 did there diſcourſe of, and hand to he, 

ahn 4, 
{4 regard of theInducement by whigh 
men arc moved; and this may be confidered, 
(1.) As ſtarted in their own breaſts. (2.) 4 
ſuggeſted by others with whom they haye t 
do; for ſo we find how Saul was influenceda 
by his Father's ſervant to go to Samuel, 1 
9.6. Naamon hears of the Prophet, who þ 
him waſh and be clean, from the litt le Captiy 
maid in his Family, 2 King. 5 2,3. Nathaniel n 
induced by Philip to come to Chriſt, who tell 
him à ſtory of the Fig-tree, which he littl 
thought to have heard of, Jobn 1. 45,46 
47, 48. 7 | 

Now what may induce or draw on «ma 
to what he doth not ſo experiment as alter, 
may be further conſidergy, ; 

1. Sometimes a luſt by an over-ruling Pro 
vidence (hall contribute to what is ſubſequent, 
Onefimus runs away from his Maſter, gets to 
Rome, a populous City, where in probability he 
might lie hid; Paul is there, who by Providene 
lights on him, and ſends him home a Couveat 
to his Maſter Philemon. Paul before his cut» 
verſion in a mad fit rambles as far a5 Dam 
cas, where was an Ananiss for him with a Cor- 
dial; Chriſt having met with Paul by the way, 
and let out the mad blood, which filled every 
vein before. 

2. Sometimes men's civil buſineſs or affiitt 
is an inlet to other matters, as was before in 
| „ „ 1 712 2 £3, , * timated 
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Divine Pzobidence, 
timated in the woman of Samaria's coming to 
the Well---So when the Jaylor was troubled 


about his Priſoners, then was the Lord's time 


to let him ſee what a flave he was to Satan, 
4s 16. 27, 28, 29. 

3. Sometimes the obſerving of a Providence 
in way of conviction, may lead on to further 
matters, as in Nicodemis his caſe, Fobx 3, 2, 
oe, 
4. Sometimes ſome ſtrong impulſe upon the 
heart ways. So likely it was in the Shunamite- 
woman „ go ſhe mult to the Prophet, who rai- 
eth her fon for her from the dead, 2 King. 4. 
Ia, 23. It is (aid of Mr. Dod, how he could not 
be quiet, but muſt at night away to a man's 
houle, where coming, the man was about to 
deftroy himſclf, and ſo a ſtop was put to the 
Tragedy. 

Thirdly, In regard of the Iſſue, which re- 
ſpects, ( 1. ) What is ſeen. (2.) What is not 
ſen till afterwards, Now the iſſue of what 
s (cen, may be con ſidered, (1.) As ſucceſleſs. 
Sax! (ought the Countrey for the Aſſes, but 
found them not, 1 Sam. 9.4. after he was told 
of them by Samuel, but he goes home without 
mem. They who came to apprehend Chriſt, 
were led to a conviction, but, apprehend him 


bot, Fohn 7. 45, 46. (2+) As ſuccesful; and 


that in regard of what was intended. Naaman 
comes for a cure, and hath it; bi fl ſh came 
again like unto the fliſh of a little child, and he 

v clean, 2 Kings 5. 14. 
In the next place, The iſſue of what is not 
ſeen, may be conſidered, 1. )Purcly.(2,)Mixt'y. 
i Ft 4 11 
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If we conſider it purely or fingly; and ſo 
ſmart or puniſhment is the iſſue of ſome un- 
dertakings, though men imagine no ſuch mat. 
ter. The Philiſtins are tor keeping holy day to 
their Dagon; Sampſon is called tor to make them 
ſport 3 and their Houſe of Mirth becomes the 
Houſe of Mourning, Judg. 16. Again, Favour 
os Mercy may be the iſſue. So Naaman, he went 
home wiſer tor Heaven than he came, Matthew 
was fitting at the Receit of Cuſtom, and 'there 
Chriſt calls him, Laube 5. 27. Who would have 
thought, that the Publican going to the Cu- 
ſiom-houſe, or ſome ſtanding in the Market, 
ſhould be called to be one of the Caſh-keep- 
ers of Heaven's Treaſure, or a Pay- maſter of 
better Riches abroad in the World. The ifſue 
ina way of mercy was wonderful, And as the 
iſſue is ſingly conlidered by way of frown or 
{mile ; to ſometimes it is Mixt. There is both 
Vinegar and Horfey in it. Foſeph his brethren 
worte both afflicted and comforted in their E- 
gypt-journey for Corn for their Families. Pro- 
vidgence hands Gold out of the Mine, and with. 
ſome ſcating-guſhes of Water may aftright 
tnem who labout in the Mine of this or that 
balincls of concetnment. | 
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CHAP. II. 


Bs ERVE the wonderful diſplay of 
MF, Providencein theſe leadings. Luther fell 


ſoul; at fir ſt on the filthy lucre of thoſe of the 
. Rome in the matter of Indulgences; 

er, like Kzekjel; he ſaw greater abominations, 
Ezek 8. 6. It is in this caſe, as with a ſtone 
glided along upon the waters 3 one Circle is Dei enim 
introductory to another, Man acts, but the — 
Lord makes Connexions, and they are wonder - auf. & 
ful in the iſſue. | eſſecta 


b conver- 
tit, quz alioqui naturfl ſunt disjunRiffima : neqz quicquam 
el, quod oculos Dei quibus omnia ſubjiciuntur & ordinantur, 
poſit fa lere. Pet. Mart. 


2. Learn, how God is holy and righteous 
in the ordering of things, notwithlianding 
the intervention of men's fins before things 
ne brought about. Whilſt men mind their 
own work, they forward Heaven's deſign. Fo- 
ſob can behold a holy, wile, good God, in his 
Chainz albeit ſome of the links thereot were 
very crooked, and had a great deal of ruſt ad- 
tering to the m, Gen. 50. 20. 

3. See how the Enemics of the Church are 
dut wit ted in their deſigus againſt the Church ; 
they are led by what they do ſee, and miſ - led 
to their ruin. They het the knife which cuts 
their owa throat; they are gathered together 
againſt Zion, and yet the Lord gathers them 
# ſheaves to be threſhed in the floor os. 

now 
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A -Pzoſpec of 
know their own projects, but know not the 
thoughts of the Lord, neither underſtand they 
his counſel : ſee Mic. 4.11,12,13- 

4. Take notice what a prop here is for 
Faith, from the conſideration of a fideyi 
influcnce-of Providence. The Lord can p 
for, and protect in ſuch a way as «perſon doth 
not imagine. There is a Fofepb in Egypt that 
ſurniſhet h the brethren with «Corn in time of 
Famine, There are ways God hath, 'w 


'- wicked men ſhall be ſhields to Saints agaiuſt the 


thruſts of their own ſwords. © O how admits 
ble are the leadings of God by what is ſeen, 


to what is not ſeen! How do Saints ſome- 


times ſtumble, and ſo ſee the Jewel which there 
lies before them ! 5 
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OBSERVATION XLII. 


Hindrances in matters, P. Provi- 


© dence, when and where the Lord ſo 
pleaſeth, become Further ances. 


CHAP, I, 


THE verity of this Aſſertion is ſeen, 
| (z.) In Spiritnals. (2.) In Temporals. 
Ius Spirituals; and that, (1. ) In matters of 

Pexſonal Concernment, (2.) In matters of 

Publick, referring to God's Church. 


1. In matters of Perſonal Concernment z 
Thus a man's own ſins (and yet no thank to 
fin) are a foundation for his humility , and 
ground for an holy watchfulneſs. A Chriſti- 
an riſeth by his fall, Peter after his denial 

his Maſter, is modeſt in his profeſſion of 

is love to Chriſt ; ſee Fobs 21. 15. with 
Mat. 26, 33, 35. And as fin is an hindrance to 
ſpiritual good (and yet the Lord orders all 

r good): ſo Satan means no good to a child 
of God. The Devil is the great Blood - ſucker, 
yet is Heaven's Leech. Providence knows how 
to uſe him to the glory of Providence. That 
Foe of the Chriſtian ſhall become in a ſort 
the Chriſtian's Friend: thus proſeſſcth the 

5 Apoſtle 


obe ſſe 
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Sic infa - ed above meaſure through the abundauce of revels- 
Tuatus Sa- 43045, there was given to me 4 thorn in the fiſh, 
um i meſſengtr of Sau to buffet mie; |&c; 2 Cox, 
wolitur, 12. 7. ? 
magis COSITAZ, gt TEE 
etiam prodeſtz & quod impedire conatur, expeditum Ear 
reddit, quam fmpeditum. Gloria hæc eſt Sapientiz, & Provi - 
dentiz Doi. Au ſculus in locum- op 


tan d 
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Apoſtle Paul, ſaying, Aud left I ſhould be exalt- 


2, In matters referring to the Church 
of God: There are not wanting obſiry- 
ions to the Church's peace and comfort, 
What through Oppoſitions, Errors, Apoſts- 
cies, God's people are not a little diſtreſſed; 
and yet their caſe, though (ad, is not deſpe- 
rate: for, | 

1. The Mountains of Oppoſition become 
Plains, according to that in Zech. 4. 7. The 
Perſian Power and Authority there intended, 
ſhall no longer mountain it againſt the Church, 


but countenance the afflicted. A Prohibiti- 


on is given from hindring Temple-work, 
and a poſitive Act is drawn up for the fur- 
thering of it, as is recorded Ezra 6. 6,7, 
&c, And though ſome who do furiouſly op- 
pole, do not depoſe their fury; yer the 
wrath of man ſhall praiſe the Lord, Pſal, 76; 
10 It is to be obſerved, that the Church of 
God hath thriven by Oppoſitions. So atteſts 
Paul, Phil. 1. 12. The things which bappened 
unto me, have fallen out rather uno the fur- 


#berauce of the Gel. The like Tertuſian: Ar 
often 


= EET. Fri s 


2 SSE 


— 
= 


TFS 


Dibine Pꝛobidente. 445 
4 we art: mowed, we are-ſowed, The ſame F 
carreſpondency of Providence. in after-times, Mer dug. 
with forcgoing: times, may be noted. It is left men pro- 
an x<cord, how the Popes Bull, and the thun- ficit ex- 
gering Edict of the Emperor in Luther's days, duiſitiot 


did rather. encourage to, than diſcourage from, — 
icloſure with the Goſpel. e 
4 


magis eſt (ez. Plutes efficimur, quot ies metimur & vobis. Ar- 
ml. in Apolog. : 

Quicquid enim Papa, quicqu id Czfareani molirentur contra 
Erangelium, id omne Chriſtus in Evangelii commodum conver- 
ut. — Papz, lulmen Cæſaris, non conſternarunt, ſed anima- 
wut homines ad Evangelium amplexandum, Scult. in Annal. 


1. p. 117. 
ted ſevifima bula 2 Pontifice: nĩhil aliud quam exacer- 
vit incendium, fequutum eſt etiam ſevius Cæſaris Edictum. 
j.totus in haue rem propenſus eft: ea res linguas quorundam 
| 95 pk coetcet, at non mutat animos. Eraſmus in Epiſtola. 
Ibidem p. 75. 


2. As for Errors and Hereſies with which 
the Church of God is often peſtered: Theſe 
ue an occaſion, whereby the Truths of God ita nikil 
thine the more glorious, It is conceived by obſiſtere 
ſome, The occafion of Fobn his writing the 4iviaz 
Goſpel, was the Errors broached by Ebiox and — 
Ctrintbus, who did play the Devils with the quo mi- 
God - head of Chriſt. Paul's Pen walks to Co- nus id 
rinth, when Diſorders and Error in that point quod vo- 
of the ReſurreRion, had an unhappy riſe "it in- 


there, He withal informs, faying, There mul —— 


| am dit- 
eordiz ad unitatem trahunt, & plagæ in remedium vertuntur, ut 


lecleſia unde metuit periculum, inde ſumat augmentum. Aw 
bro, lib, 2. de vocat. Gent. F 


be 


3 


among » 
11. 9. Truth and Godlineſa, like a Torch, bum 
the brighter being thus beaten. We had not 
had ſuch deep ſearches into Truths, had not 
the Spirit of Error poſſeſt the heads of men 
Scarce an Error but hath had ſom Treatiiet: 
other written againſt it, 

3. Apoſtaſies from the Church of Chriſi ut 
matter of lamentation; yet the Lord knows 
how to render theſe as uſeful to others for theis 
encouragement and confirmation in the way 
of God. God's Judgments on Apoſtates bo 
Beacon ſet on fire to warn others. What h 
Juda ( Mat, 27. 5. ), might be of great uſe u 
the Diſciples, and others at Peruſalem, as fem 
intimates, Us 1. 18, 19. A was a Firs 
brand; but how extinct, when he voided his 
bowels, Hiſtory doth mention. Spira (whom 
T judg net as to his final ſtate; God might 
carry him to Heaven through the gatesof Hell) 
was on the rack of a tormenting-conſcience. 1 
ma'ce no queſtion but his Tragedy had a con- 
fiderable influence to promote the Truth, 

„through God's Providence. Spira's declining, 
_— ſet forward Vergeriu his enclining to the ways 
— bg of the Goſpellers. & As there was a Providence 
fait hu- 

zus tam miſerabilis exempli, quod diximns. Eo permotus, quun 
iram Dei, qua mifer ille perculſus fuit propter abnegatam veri - 


tatem coram ipſe vidifſet, magiſqz confirmari cEpit, & tune 
plane conſtituit relicta patria poſthabĩtiſq; rebus omnibus iu 
voluntarium exilium abire potius, & eo proficiſci, ubi Chriftuts 
libere profiteri poſſet, Sleid, com. 1. lib. 214 


* 
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is Vergerius his being there, where poor Spire 
was hung up in the chains of a-toxmenting- 
conſcience 3 fo there was no leſs. of Providence 
in his improving of that ſad ſpectacle. 

2. In Temporals, Hindrances become Fur- 
therances, Inſtances there ate in divers caſes; 
As, 


1. In Marriage: ſo a likely p was 
made in Raths diſpoſal to the Kinſman; Boas 
tells of him, and promiſcth he will ſee what 
will be done, Ruth 3. 13, 18. andaccordingly 
lea convenes the man ( who providentially 
came by ) before the Elders of the City; the 
buſineſs of the Purchaſe is broke to him, and by 
md by all is broke to pieces; howbeit this 
hindrance is a furtherance of marriage with 
u better man, even Boaz himſelf, as we have 
the ſtory in the fourth Chapter of Rub. 

2. In impoveriſhments or loſſes: Men may 
be the better fitted for proſperity, by ſancti- 
fied adverſity. The Lord who makes poor to 
awonder, can make rich to a miracle. The 
Lord bleſſcd the latter end of Fob more than 
the beginning, Fob 42. 12. 

3. In Sickneſs, which may make way for 
further Health, as God is pleaſed to order it, 
and ſan ctiſie his Diſpenſation. Hezekjab dies 
not, but hath a leaſe of fifteen years added to 
bis life, 1/a, 37. 5- An improved ſickneſs may 
both phyſically and morally conduce to health; 
A man learns in part to be his own Phyſician, 
and to gloritic God more with his health, than 
lormerly, 

4. In Debaſements and Reproaches : Joſeph 

is 
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is advanced; and that by them who in they 
actings intended his utter downfall. The fol 
Slave becomes a Prince in Egypt; and his M. 
ſtreſs her defamation might after make for his 
reputation. Falſe aſperſions do oftentimes re. 
dound to the glory of the aſperſed, and the 
infamy of the aſperſers. Tbe lip of truth (bl 
be eftabliſhed for ever : but @ lying tongue is but 
for a moment, Prov. 12. 19. f 
5. In Deſeats of Arms. It is noted in the 
Lite of Tamerlan, That what did fall out & 
probable letts, did prove a furtherance ſot 
Victory. The loſs of a battel is ſometimes 4 
preface to a compleat conqueſt. The Iſraclay 
are ſmitten by the men ot Ai, Foſh.7, 5. and 
their being ſmitten, is an inducement to the 
men of Ai to be more forward than wile in 
the management of their next battel, Joþ8, 
16,17. It is then an experienced Obſervation, 
That ſome loſe by their Victories, and others 
gain by their Detcats, 
6. In Journcys. Jacob was to return to his 
Countrey: there was an Eſau in the way; he 
comes forth with Four hundred men; and well 
for Facob that the wild Ruffians were under the 
command of Eſau, who hurts him not. A ge- 
neral Rendezvouz might be preventive of 


plundering and butchering ſtraglers: ſec Gm, 


32. and 33, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


„HERE is vo teaſon to be peremp- 
1 tory in concluding à nullity of matters, 
letauſe of ſome inte ponent hindrances. Un- 
I rlef and Deſpondeney do too often make a 
riot in the Soul. God's word is queliioned, be- 
cauſe there arc great blocks in the way pt his 
Promiſe, Men look more to the blocks, than to 
God, whq can remove them, yea, fo play the 
cred Carpenter with them, as to make an 
kpping-Rock- of them for an aſcent. to Fa- 
wars intended. What though the Hindran- 
«5 be not on ly ſingle, but complicated ones? 
let is any thing too hard for the Lord 7 And 
hould it be too hard for our Faith? Remem- 
ky, we Abraham, of whom it is (aid, That be- 
ing ave. weak, in faith, be conſidered not bis, aws 
key now dead, when be was about an hundred 
od; weither yet be deadneſs of - Sarab's 
ma :- be ſtaggered not at the promiſe. of God 
unbelief ; but was flrong in faith, giving 
to Gad, Rom. 4. 19, 20. | 
* Beware of an irregular anger and diſcon- 
nt of heat t, when ſome hindrance in mat- 
ers ſie ps in. If pet ſons had more of paticuce, 
ley might be ſenſible, how what talls in, falls 
lor good. The hiadrance, may be furthet - 


T _ — —_— w_z 


1, In regard of the thing individually con- 
dz That matter in particular may take 

. In God's time, Feſepb hath ſuch an ad- 
Wement as the dreams did forztcl; and that 
88 not- 


A Pune “ 
not withſtanding all eſſays to the contrary by 
the diſcontente breche. NL muſt be the 
man by whom God delivers Iſrael, though 
Pharaoh (ought ro Nay him, Exhd. 211. 
2. In l regard of the thing under chat Kind 
co hſideted. The marriage ot Kwib with i 
Kintman is dath't 5 yet that makts way for 4 
beticr-tharriage. : 371 754% 
3. In "regard of the thing more igenetally 
conſidered ; 'Equivalently, it not ſuperabus- 
danifly, an hindrance becomes a furt he rincef 
good att her wey.. The hindrance in Tempe 
raſs may prove a 'turtherance in Spirituals oe, 
the hindlance in leſſer matters of tempon 
concernment, may be u furtherance in whit 
is of greater conſequence 3 namely, as to Li 
it ſelk. 1 find an Illuſttation for this in - 
ſows Tiiderary (Part 1. Book 1. Chap. 5.) J 1 
perſons may do welt" to accommodate the ſu- 
ry in cher caſes. The ſtory; as that ingedi- 
dus Gchtle man re lates it, is thus, via, That 
what time a fair Wind arifing, alh the Spe 
gladly weighed: Anchor; the Anchor of our 
Ship brake; ſo as Gr Couſorts ( ſeven other 
lirtle Ships ) went on: but our Maſter, ic- 
cording to the Naval Diſcipline, not to put to 
Sex with one Anchor, te turned: back to the 
Harbour of the Fh, there to buy à new An» 
chr yall of us curſing fooliſhly our Fortune, 
and the Starts. On Tueſday morning, while ue 
ſidly-welked on the ſhore, we might ſte our 
Conſdris cming back with torn ſaiſs, and deal 
men, and quarters of men, lying on the Hit- 
ches for they had met with c we Due en 
1 
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Divine Pjobidence, 
1 8 who had taken them, and ſpoiled their Ships, &. 
Hereupon he ſaith thus: As we had juſt cauſe 
to praiſe the Almighty, who had thus deli- 
yered us out of the jaws of death; ſo had 
vt much more cauſe to bewail our raſhneſs, 
ja; and our wickedneſs, that we had ftrivery 
and repined againſt his Divine Ptovi- 
. which with humble and hearty for- 
w I confeſs, to the glory of his Sacred 
Name. 
3. Take a viewof the rich diſplay of the 
Divine Attributes in the exchange of Hin- 
Bl frances into Furtherances, More particularly; 
| | Obſerve, 
Ht. The Power of God. A potent Hin- 
| france ſtoops to Him who is Omnipotentf, 
„ Phorcob was a very great block in the Hrael- 
| iter way or paſſage out of Egypt; yet the Lord 
with one blow ſtruck at the tirſt-born, opens a 
pallage for Iſrael, Exod. 12.31. 

. The Wiſdom of God, which is ſeen 
ſometimes in the quality of the Hindrance, 
#hich doth well accord with the Waggon- 
n ſpanning the Wheel, whereby the ticep 
leſcent is check't from being injurious, A- 
zun, The Wiſdom of God is ſcen in the ex- 
c timing of an Hindranc:. David was diſ- 
allowed by the Lords of the Philiſtines, diſchat- 
e by Achifh, and all this at ſuch a point of 
time, as that David might behold the tinger of 
Gd: As in bringing him off from going with 
Abiſh to battel ; So in returning him to Zig- 
ly, where a caſc, a ſad one, called for David's 
lalte , ſce 1 Sam. 29, with 30. Lafily, The 
| Gg 2 Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom of God is ſcen in a notable adaptati. 
on of what is an Hindrance in it ſelf, witho. 


ther matters, and ſo jt becomes eventually 


very glorious Furthgrance, Daniel, with his 
Religion, is made at by the aſpiring and enyj- 
ous Courticrs of Darius, he is accuſed, con- 
demned, thrown iato the Lions Den; preler- 
ved there, delivered thence, honouted by the 
King, and a Decree made, That men tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel, Ther is 
then a notable Chain of Providence; and 
though the firſt link. be a formal , Hindrance 
in it (elf conſideted; yet in conjunction with 
other links, it becomes a miterial Furtherance; 
And this may teach us to admire the Inhaite 
Wiſdom of God diſplayed. 
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OBSERVATION XLIV. 


1 Hindrances become Furtherances in 
"Matters: ſo Furtherances become Hin- 
drances when and where the Lord ſo 


pleaſeth. 


CHAP. L 


133 


URTHERANCEsS are conſidered 


here in their latitude or extent; as, whe» 
ther ſuch which are ſo really and properly 
in themſelves conſidered ; or ſuch as intended 
by the Agents; though the means uſed are not 
proper for the end, at leaſt, as they fall under 
1 moral conſide ration; and yet the end is in 
eme fort at ſome times attained, but it va» 
wſheth in the iflue; as, when men by wicked 
mys attempt the atcompliſhment of their de- 
ges, but the Lord curſeth all at laſt. Now 
that Furtherances, according to a general la- 
titude, become Hindrances, appears, 


1. In Spirituals. 
2. In Temporals. 


Fin, In Spirituals: and ſo to inſtance in 
the Preaching of the Word, and rouſing Diſ- 
penſations of Providence, which as they are a 

Gg 3 means 
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means to foften the hearts of men; do acci. 
denily harden them oftentimes. Pharaoh} 
heart is hardened notwithſtanding the Mini- 
ſtry of Moſes and Aaron, together with the 
Plagues inflicted from the Lord. The Vine- 
yard in Iſaiab's time, notwithſtanding it wa 
fenced; the ſtones gathered out, planted with 
the choiceſt Vine, brought forth wild grapes 
Ifa.5. Jeſus Chriſt, the beſt Preacher, met 
with the worſt of Hearers ; they became 
worſe, who had means to be better: though 
Chriſt had done ſo many miracles before them, 
yet they believed not on him, Fobn 8.37, . 

ain, The conſolat ions and ſupports of the 
Gofpel, become matter of terror to ſome un. 
der their diſtreſs of Conſcience, There is nat 
ouly a ſtiff recuſancy in point of comfort, s 
in Pſal. 72. 2. My ſoul refuſed to be comforted; 
but alſo a door is thrown open for (caring 
apprehenſions. Peter cries out, Depart from ut, 
for I am a ſinſul man, O Lord, Luke 53. 8. It u 0 
Pitadox, if 1 (ay, that the Cordial becomes 
cortoding vinegar; and that a kind of Hel 
comes forth of the Goſpel-Heaven. It is ſad 
of Mr. Bill, That he under diſtreſs of Con- 
ſcience, could ſee Hell in every Promiſe, be 
cauſe he did (ce that good he ſhould be depris 
ved of. When one brought the Book to read 
ot the Paſſion of Chriſt to Spirs, tor his com- 
fort 5 Spira replies, What you read, is the conſe- 
lation f God's choſen ones : they by good right 
may rejoyce in ſo good tidings ; but to me a wretd, 
jedled by G14, the things read cannot be for cus. 

ft, bu rather for grief and tormint, hah? 
| Ain nt 
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hav refed Chrif the. Serie, bis fin, 
ils 1 denied bim; which when he had laid, 
he roared like a Lion, and toſſed himſeli on 
his bed beſceching they would rcad no ſar- 
ther. $0 it is related in the firſt Ieffer Narra- 
jive | inſerted amongſt Grynew Theological 
4. In Temporals; and here a Furtherance 
becomes an Hindrance, as it reſpects, 


1. The being of life. 
2. The well- being. 


1. As for life it (elf, the way taken to 

eſerve it, puts a period to it. Phyſicians 
Ws through an overlight, aud ſome- 
times through the fally of the Patient, or 
thoſe about the Patient, (ce the end of the 
Diſcaſe in the end of the Party, It is obſerved 
how ſome, who de nied the Faith to fave their 
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lives, have been killed notwithſtanding. In gi Jobe 
the late Iriſþ Rebellion, divers of the Pariſh Temple in 


of Ganalley were drawn to a reconciliation with the 
the Church of Rome; and after the Prieſt told "ory of 
them they. were in 2 good Faith, and for tear Rebe! 


Hi- 


Iriſh 
li- 


they ſhould fall from it, and turn Hereticky, he on, p. iog. 


awd the xeſt that were with him cut all their 
throats, Henry the fourth of France is aſſaſſi- 
nated, notwithſtanding , what courſe he took 
in tolerating the Feſwits for tear, and in deſert- 
ing the Retormed Religion. Queen Elizabeth 
of England, on the contrary, out lives the trea- 
chery of Papilts, That paſſage of Chriſt, Mat. 

Gg 4 16. 25. 
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enough to lole life tor any, who can pay the 
debt with iatereſi. 

2. As for the well-being o life, as Wealt 
Honour, and the like, the means uſed for 
theſe are ſucceſleſs oftentimes, The Father of 


Conſtantine the Great, diſregarded the We. 


ther - cock Courtiers, who did manifeſt their 
will to leave their Religion to keep their 
Places of Honour. The way ſome take to 
be rich, is to become poor. A fire conſu- 
meth the Tabernacles of Bribery, Fob 15. 34, 
Yea, not only the well- -being of lite intended, 
is diſappointed, but death it ſelt is the ifluc 
of means uſed. The way taken to riſe, is to 
fall; and ſo to fall, as never riſe again till the 
Relurreion-day, The Amalekite wno cxpe- 
&cd reward, loſt his lite, 2 Sam.1,15. Ser lr: 
ther, 2 Sam. 4. 9,10,11,12, 
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CHAT. . 
7 B E WARE of irregular or undue Far- 


LF therznces in matters. Nothing more 
common in the World, than for men to for- 
get their duty towards God, whillt they mind 
their own Worldly Iatereſt. So men get to 
their journeys end, it matters not with them 
to mount the Horſe of the Devii's providing, 
Lying, P.rjury, Cruelty, Theft, Apoſtacy 
from Religwn, ate the Shooting horns los 
men's 


16. 28. is made good often to the letter of j | 
and jf not, yet it contains encouragement 
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men's deſigns: and how the Building is like 
to be finiſnh't, where ſuch tones ate in the 
foundation, zud ſide- wills, will be ſeen in 
time, That in Hab. 2. 12, 13, 14. may leſfon 
men, how the way taken to ſet the neſt on 
high, is in the iſſue to conſult ſhame to the 
houſe in bringing it low and poor. Spira cryed 
out, ſaying, I began to hm the Divine S erip- 
tures; I knew the buſineſs of Fuſtification ; and 
et ſet forward to deny all, to the end I might 
ſave my life harmleſs from evils, and leave what 
little fortunes I bad to my children : wherefore 
Gd bath chaftiſed me, and doth ſo beavily affli4 
au torment me, my life, my ſoul, ſo as that no 
oe ever felt greater torments: and the Lord 
knows what will become of my children: I believe 
my bouſe will grow worſe and worſe every day, 
ad will ſo fall, as that one ſtone fhall- not be left 
m another, Thus the Author in the ſecond 
Epiſtle writeth of him. And it mayplefſon 
to beware of tin, which quickly may Frome 
Moth to the Ettate, a Conſumption” To the 
Bidy, and gnawing Worm to Conſcience. 
2. The leſs ground there is to fear the ene- 
mics of Religion, who lay aſide all modeſty,ho- 
deſty, ind picty, in their attempts againſt Reli- 
gion. Theſe Spiders may be wrapt up in their 
own webs, The way they take to furcher their 
late reſt, hinders it. The train laid to blow up 
dthers, doth at fitſt or ſecond hand miſchief 


themfelves. Scultetws relates, How the Com- Nempe 
7+ Deus om- 
nipotens 
averſariorum conſiliis & operd, decretum & opus ſuum mitabi- 
ler pet agebat. In Annal. dec. a. p. 440. 
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mand of the Biſhop's Deputy at Geneys for the 
burning of the Bibles both of the French and 
German Tranſlation, the reproaches caſt on 
thoſe of Bearn, being Goſpellers, and confede- 
rate with Geneps, by Furbit à Popiſh DoRor; 
the . Myrthes committed by Porterius the Bi- 
ſhop's Secretary 3 who being ſeized on, his 
Coffers brought to light deeds of darkneſs for 
ſuppreſſing the liberty of the City; the dete- 
Qion, in a nick of time, of a Plot to deliver 
up the City z ſo that many of the Popiſh par- 
ty, being conſcious of their crimes, left the 
Gon: Theſe, with the like paſſiges, had ag 


influence to ſhake quite off the Popiſh yoak 


there, Thu the wicked is jnared in the work of 
bis om] hand. Higgaion Selab, Plal. 9. 16. 

3. What necd js there for men to acknow- 
ledg God in all their ways? For Furtherances 
pitched on, though free from obliquity, yet 
prove Hindrances ſometimes. Whilſt in an 
hone prudent ſort ſame labour. to m- 
nage Mairs with others, inſtead of plealing, 
they do diſpleaſe. Luther found his mild 


Com. lib, writing rather to exaſperate, than mitigate 
6. p. 24+ the ſpirits of Hexry the Eighth of England, 


Cardinal Cgjetan, George Duke of Saxony, E- 
reſmus of Roterdam. There is an over-ruling 
Providenge of God in turning the ſtream into 
what Channel he pleafeth, It is recorded, 
how one Oltaqs, having a Murderous De. 
ſign, would by all mcags ſpeak with Larul- 
Iu, who then was aſleep at mid-day, One 
Menedemw tells: Oltacu, That nothing ws 
more to be regarded than the * 


Sr 
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Luculu ; and therefore he was not to be a- 
wakened, Oliacus being jealous his treache- 
' ry might be diſeovered, fled ; and ſo Lac- 
lu his mid-day-nap was preſervative of his 
lifes Iſoboſhet's laying himſclf down an his 
bed at noon, was no ſuch preſervative, but 
rather an induRive to his murder, 2 Sam, 
4 5, 6,7. Learn We then .ta be. confident in 
nothing, and to eye God dependently in gve- 
ry thing; for he is the Soveraign Lord, to 
whom belongs the iſſues of Furtheraiices, 
according to His Infinite Wiſdom, 
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OBSERVATION XLV. 


There is a gradual proceſs of Provi- 
dence in bringing about of matters: 
or, Providence works things by 


degrees, 


CHAP. I. 


not withſtanding letts; and turns Hin- 
drances into Furtherances, and Furtherances 
into Hindrances, hath been ſhewed. A fur- 
ther Obſcrvation as to the manner of God's 
working, is here to be conſidered ; and that 
with reſpect, 

1. To Calamities, or wrathſul Diſpenſa- 
tions. 

2. Mercies, or ſmiling Diſpenſations. And 
in each of theſe a gradual proce(s is obſer- 
vable. 

Firfl, To begin then with the firſt; and that 
may be illuſtrated three ways: 

1, From Mctaphorical and Alluſive terms 
in Scriptures. Metzphors are contra Simi. 
litudes; and Scripture-Similitudes, in regard 
of their proper ſcope, do point. out the truth 
of the thing, whilſt they paint it out. In Hy, 
5.12. Therefore will I be xnto Ephraim as a moth, 


ond 10 the bonſe of Fudab rottenneſs, Both the 
Moth 


H? W the Lord brings about matters 
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Math and Worm do by degrees conſume the 
Garment and, Tree, whoſe corroding Tenants 
they are, In Rev. 16. the Angels there have 
the; vials of the wrath of God ; thele vials 
ue poured forth. not all at once, but gradual» 
hand each vial may have its degrees toas 
ſor ſo the ſorm of , a vial imports: What is 
contained in a vial, is not poured forth as wa- 
tex out of a Pail or Bucket, the brim whereof, 
in regard of its latitude, is commenſurate 
with its bottom. | n 
2. From Exemplifications. Before Iſrael um 
carni'd away captive by Salmaneſer, 2 King. 17. 
they had not wn warnings by the Prophets of 
the Lord, v. 13. but alſo knocks, before the 
killing- blow by Salmeneſer. We read of their 
inte ſiine broils, and torrcign ones too, 2 Kings 
15. That of Feremiabis full Iſral is 8 (cat+ 
tered ſheep, the liens. have driven bins away : 

the king of Aſſyris bath devoured him, and laſt this 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon hath brokgs bis 
bones, Jer. 30. 17. And not only. ſo of old, but 
inthe Calamity fore-told by Chriſt, Lake at. 
there were doleſul harbingets and forc-run- 
ners of the deſtruction of the; Jewifh peo- 
ple. Foſepbus, a Jew, hath written a Com- 
mentary on Chiiſi's Prophecy. Gamaliel tells 
of two by- blows, and they bloody ones, which 
happened to their State, 4d, 5. 36, 37. 

3. From the various wile cpds of God; as, 
(1.) To teſtific the patience and long-(uftcr; 
ing of God towards men. God doth not by 
and by fall in, he bears and forbcars, There 
ue Rods before, Scorpions. O Iſrael, thou haſt 

| | 2 ſinned 
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fined from the days of Gibeab, Hof. 10.9, H 
al 7 — Epbraim ! How ſpall I delivey 
bee, Kalt Hew fhal I make thee 4s Admab! 
Flow ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim, Hoſ. 11. 8. The 
. God waited in the days e 
, while the Ark was preparing, as is 
faid 1 Per; 3. 20. (2.) To render men without 
excuſe, who ͤnot withſtanding preambulatory 
Difpenfativns of ' Providente, are ſtill vile and 
npemtent. The people turneth not unto bim that 
ſmiteth them, neither do they ſeek the LAN 
A: therefore will the Lord em off from Ifradl 
bd aui fail, branch and raſh in one day, Il. 9 
27514. Set further, Lake 13.7, Rev. 16.9, 10. 


a the next place; There is 1 gradual pro- 
ceſs of Providence in Mercies: And this appears 
three ways: ä 
. From Promiſes which do ittiply ſo much, 
Thus 'Moſes tells the Iſraelites, faying , Th 
Lori thy God will Put ont thoſe nations before 
tber. by Ittle and little, Deut. 7. 22, And ſo in 
Hoſ. 2, 15. I will give ber videyards from thent, 
and the vallty of Acbor for 4 door of hope. 
2. From Inftances, and that in Temporal 
and Spirituals. (1.) In matters referting to 
this life, there is firſt the blade, then the eat, 
zfter that the full corn in the ear, toallude to 
that in Mark 4. 28. Riches are oftentimes g- 
ven in gradually. It is ſaid of Jacob, The mon 
ekcreaſed exceedingly, and bad much cattel, am 
maid-ſervants, and men-ſervants, aud camels, aui 
aſſet, Gen, 30. 43- Foſepb had two petty exal- 
dations beforethe great one. God did let = 
= under 
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underfland, that he who could exate him in 
Fotiphar's —.— and im the Prifon, could, 
when he pleaſed; give him ſavour in the fight 
of others. It is ndv&d how David-waxed ſtron- 
get und ſtronget, and the houſe of Sol wax- 
ed weaker and weaker, 2 Som; 3. 1. CAbrabam 
had 'firſt a promiſt of @ child ; after, Iſasel is 
born ö after, an 1/z2c;'ufter, a poſterity like the 
Starts for number. Hexe iab was fick unte 
death, Iſa 38.1. a promiſe he hath foe health, 
* 5. direction for the means, 5. 24. and the 
means prove ſuccesful. (2.) In Spirituals; 
TH kingdom of beat en (ſaith Chriſt) i like tos 
rain of muſtard ſred which a mum too and ſowed 
bis field, which indeed is the leaſt of al ſeeds; 


but when it i grown up, it ij the ger _— 
berbs, and . — tree, ſo dn bete, of the 
fir come and lodg in the branches thereof Mat. 1 3. 
$135 So mightily grew the word of God, and pre- 
ed, Acts 19. 20. 'I might here more particu- 
lirly ſhew the gradual-proceſs of Providence in 
Spivicuals : it ſhall ſuffice to point out the 
way, rather than travel on it. We may ob- 
the extent of this Obſervation 2 

1. In the converſion of man from the ſtate 
of nature to a ſtate of grace, There is a gra- 
dual procedure in nature, though not in time 
diftiriguiſhable : for as in the creation, Les there 
be light, and tbere wa light, Gen. 3. fo in the 
ritual creation God ſets up litzht in the un- 
ſtanding; ſee Ad 2. 37. Ad, 25. 18. Epb. 
. 8. Morcover, before the reception oſ grace 
in ihe heart, there is much of Providtxre in pro- 
viding the Spiritual Seeds - man, in the diſpoſal 
| of 
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of perſuus he re and there in order to their ac« 
—— with God, in; rowzing ſome by -of- 

ictive diſpeuſations, aud: the like precurſory 
dealings of Providence. But; * 
2. Ia the mortiticatian of fin. The Apoſtly 
ſets forth .this by Crucitixion, a lingriag 
death, Row, 6,6, We are willed by the ſame 
Apolile to mortifie the members, which are ah 
certh, Col. 3. 5. | p 

3. In growth of grace. The very term 
doth imply the thing. An Acorn is not by and 
by an Oak. The Muſtard : ſeed becomes a tres 
in time and the ſmoaking Flax, a flame. We 
read of children, young men, and fathers, 
Job 2. 13. The Trees are not all of equi 
height and bigoels in the Lord's Lebanon, 

4: In Victery over Satay, So in that lift 
Scriptute mentioned; that is ſaid there of 
young men, Te. bave overcome tbe wicked am 
which is not, at leaſt ig like degree, applied 
to childtcus and they who are the young wen 
in grace, are not ſo well vers'd in Satan's we- 
thods, as thy wile and ſage ſathers in grace are, 
We are yot-iguerant of | bis devices, ſaith Paal, 
2 Cor. 2. 11. The ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks of brui- 
ling or treading Satan under the Romans feet 
ſbortly, Rem, 16. 20. 

5. And laſily, In a perception, ſenſe, or ſpi- 
ritual feeling of. the love of God; and this 
may be conſidered with, reſpet to two forts 
of perſons: (I.) The ncw Convert, who late» 
ly of a ſlave to Satan, is made a tree fuhjetto 
Chriſt. The duſſ of fin raiſed by lite convicti- 


ons, do cover the copy of giacc ialciiveg on 
his 
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his heart, by che hand of his Spirit, {> that 
it & not by and by legible. A ſenſe of the 
tty's own vileneſs, makes him, or her, 
the head, till Chriſt re vive by ſome 
lage or other, as he did that poor Wo- 
tan, ſaying to her, Thy faith bath ſaved thee, 
is peace, Luke 7. 5o, with 44. (2,) The 
# Saint, but now in a deſert. Chriſt for 
wiſe ends ſtands aloof from the Saint's dores. 
The Lord is a chaſtizing-Father, or trying- 
One; and no wonder it the Child be not 
jet till the Father ſmile. Thus David, 
who had detiled his Conſcience by ſin, was 
not by and by ſetled. The holy Dove builds 
not the Neſt of Comfort amongft Thorns 
and Nettles; theſe mult down, ere Conſo- 
lations come from above. David cries out of 
broken bones, Pſal. 51.8. he is an humble 
lupplicant for the light of God's countenance, 
ud the joy of ſalvation, v. 8, 9, 10, 11. and 
w wonder, for broken bones are not by and 
by healed, and the nigh-ſhipwrack't veſſel by 
und by rigg'd. Fob's quiet and comfort was 
handed in by degrees; God anſweteth him 
out of a Whirlwind, chap. 38. and after vin- 
dicates him from the calumnics of his friends, 
cepts his performances, and turns his cap- 
tivity, as it is declared in cbap. 42. 

3. From the wiſe Ends of Godin the gra- 
dual proceſs of Mercies, What theſe are, may 
le touched. 

1. To correct for fin, The Chariot of 

i moves no ſaſter, becauſe men throw 
H h the 
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the logs of fin in the I There: 18. rei. 
ſon, fox tnen, to complain that God io wk 
delivering, when ey are (wift in We 
The band of tbe. Lord „ not ſporined, 1455 (1, 
cannot ſave, Oc. but your ſins. bave, ſepa? cie 
bezween you and your God; aud your ſiur 
bid bis face from you, Iſa. 59. 1, 2. The. J. 
raelites Wilderneſs: fins, made the wilderot. 
journey forty years, which might have be 
performed in forty days. 

2. To (xerciſe taith, prayer, patience, h 


det 
Wi 
cnc 
gic 
10 
ch. 
this gradual proceſs, Jacob is a Wre(tler, he. ie 
a 
dot 
Th 
del 


fore he is a Prevailer. Hannah prays, be. 
lie ves, and waits 4 ere ſhe hath a Sama 
Thereis a connexion of Dutits, with Mg: 
cies, though not fa connexion of Merit on 
our part. It P, vidence give in Mercics he. 
fore ſceking of them, these is ground to v7 
dote Soveraign Mercy, no reaſon to negech 
Duty tar time to come, 

3. To fit for Mcrcies. The Scabbard mull 
be fitted for the Sword; otherwise tha Th 
Sword, though it. have a golden Hilt, wil ple 
cut the Scabbard, or fall out of it, to the I] pri 
danger of him who girds it on. Theres wi 
the. Grong Wine of Mcrcies, which weak I ties 
heads ate not able to brar. It's hard fora M. 
man to go over, the high golden Bridg df tra 
Mercies, and not be giddy-headed. The J. the 

racliies were not by and by fitted for CG per 
naan, nor Foſcpb for Egypt's Dignity, nor Ds: | # 
vid for the Royal Diadem, not a Novice for Jar 
„e Minificy 3 let being lifted up with pr 4 jou 
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fall into the condemnation of the devil, as the A- 
ſaith, 1 Tim, 3. 6. | 
4. To teach the leſſon of thankſulneſs. For, 
(i.) The graqual proceſs of Providence in Mer- 
cies, doth lay forth the Mercy by piece-meal 
before the eye. God could have created the 
World in one day, but he took lux, t the 
and men might take the fullet view of the 
glorious work of Creation. The (ame method 
ia the work of Prouidence, ſerves to the like 
end. Moſes, when the Iſraclites are to take pol- 
{effion of Canaan, doth rehearſe the — ſta- 
ges of their: journey, Numb. 33. A Mercy in- 
geed'is better viewed in its walk, than in its 
hap. (2.) Gad's. beftowing thiogs gradually, 
doth igure to the exerciſe. of: the grace of 
Thankſulne ſs. Every little of mercy doth 
deſervedly call forth the Lord's praiſes, The 
diying ot Sib-» King of the Amorites, and Og 
King: of Baſban, was a preamble for further 
thankfulnc(s to the Iſraelites, Deut 3. 1, 2: 3. 
The very ley ing of the ſoundat ion of the Tem- 
ple, was ground for the Prieſis and Levites 
prbiſing and giving thanks unto the Lord, as 
s recorded Exra 3, 10, 11, ( 3.) H-reby Par- 
Hes are taught how to value the full crop of 
Mercy. The Husbandman's joy in the Harveſt, 
tranſcends this joy for pleaſant ſhowers betore 
the Harveſt. His waiting makes way for his 
prizing what he waits for. Bebold the buband- 
men. waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, 
James 3. 7. Canaan after a long Wilderne(s- 
journey, is the more valued by the Iſraelites; 
53 Hh 2 CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 


1. LROM the gradual {s of Provi- 
' & dence in Judgments, behold the folly 
and ſitupidity of finners. They are fecure, 
though Judgments have had their real s 
well as verbal Preface. God hath ſhewed 
the Rod, and ſmitten with. it, and yet the 
promiſe themſelves Golden Mountains, when 
they are aſcending” deſolate ones, like Arg, 
who ſaid, Szrely the bitterneſs of death is pd, 
1 Sam. 15. 33. It was (aid of Eporaim, Strange 
have devoured bis firengeb, and he knoweth it un; 
yea, gray-bairs are here and there upon bim, yet be 
knoweth it not, Ho. 9. Oh how (ad is the caſeof 
ſtupid finncrs , who conſider not how leſſet 
Judgments are but par-boilings for greater 
ones ! * 

2. From the gradual proceſs of Providexce 
in Mercies, learn, 

I, To obſerve the firſt foot - ſteps of Mer · 
cy. Men ſhould be as forward in their obſcr- 
vation, as Providence is in operation. The 
way to ſee the great things of Providence, is, 
not to deſpiſe the day of imall things, Zech. 

10. 
, 2. To watch againſt Pride and Impati- 
ency, if a Mercy come not by and by. Be- 
bold bis ſoul wbich is lifted up, is uot wpright 
in him; but tbe juft ſhall live by bis faith, Hab 
2.4 
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2 4. It's wiſdom for perſons to cruſh that 


I which may cruſh the Mercy. An head ſwol- 


len with pride and vanity, will not be recep- 
tive of the Crown of Mercy. 

3. To improve the firft-fruits of Mercy. 
ge that improves the dawnings of Mercy, 
may behold the glorious day ot Mercy, Je- 


ſw anſwered and ſaid unto Natbaniel, Becauſe 1 
ſaid wnto thee, 1 ſaw thee under the fig-tree, 


believeſt thou f Then ſhald ſee greater things, 
john 1. 50. | 
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PROVIDENCE doth make a ſudden || the 

change of the face of things : on, || the 

« There is a Leap, as well as a'ſoft A 

gentle Walk of Providence in mat: - 

ters. inf 

had 

CHAP. I. 4 

H A T hath been before (aid of the II 

VV. procels of Providence, is not a 

ſo to be underſtood, as contradictory to the and 

Liberty and Royal Prerogative of the Lord 2 

Cæterum in ſudden alterations, Moreover, the gra- Ey 
ſi reſpici- dual workings Gt” Providence are conliſtent Fle 
De: — with ſudden alterations made by Providewe. ra 
ſlium, A ſtrong wind unexpected comes; and the ff ©: 
nunquam Trecs tull of ripe fruit have their thin and mad 


moram [can face in a moment. Now that there arr wy 
2 ſuch ſudden alterations both as to Judgments . 
and Mercics, may be evidenced as followeth. 17 


omnes 

2 
tempo. 1 : 
rum articulos & in ips4 tarditate ſemper accelerat, utcunq; non WI 
apprehendat hoc cato. Calv, in Hab. c. 2. v. 23. | of | 


1. There is a ſudden change of the face of thi 
things in r<gard of a black and xuful ſace of 
things to take place: and this will appear, 
(1.) From the tull and elegant ſimilitudes by 

«4 G anak- which 
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whith'this ſudden change is painted forth in 
its genuine and proper colours. So in Ia. 30.13. 
Therefore this iniquity ſhall be to you as a breach 

to fal, ſwelling ent in 4 5 wall, whoſe 
leaking vomerth ſuddemly, at an inſtant. Other 
ll and pregnant allulions there are, as to 
the withering of the graſs when the ſpirit of 
the Lord blow. th on it, Iſs. 40. 7. the cutting 
like the foam on the waters, Hof, 7. 7. the 
myrl of a woman with child, whole panys are 
ſudden as well as ſure, 1 Theſ 5. 3. (2.) From 
loſtances and Exc mplificat ions. The old World 
hit a new face, though a'ſad ind weeping one, 
and that in the ſpace of forty days, Gen, 7. 17. 
The Sun was riſen upon the Earth, when Lot 


a entted Zoar; then tbe Lord rained upon Sodom 
V all Gomorrah brim lone and fire from the Lord 
4 | braven, as it is Gen. 19 23.24, There are 


ven ycars of Famine atter ſcven years of 
Plenty in Egypt, Gen, 41.'29, 30. The houſe of 
the Lord, and che King's houſc,and all the hou- 
ksof Jeruſalem, and all the houſ.s of the great 
men, are burnt with tire, Fer. $2.13. Ina mor- 
ting ill the king of Iſracl be cut off, Hol. 10. 
ly. Fir in an bony ſo great riches is come 10 
gbr, Rev. 18 17. 
2. There is a ſudden change in the face of 
things in regard of a pleaſant and ſmiling face 
of things to take place. And this will appear, 
1. From Predictions and Intimations on 
this wiſe in Scripture. Sd in Ia. 66. 8. Who 
bath beard ſuch a thing? Who bath ſeen ſuch 
things? Shall the earih be made to bring forth in 
We day? or ſball a nation be bore at once f For 
Hh 4 as 
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as ſoon 45 Zion travelled, ſhe brought forth ber chil. 
dren. This may refer to the Fews releaſe from 


the captivity; and Pſal. 126, may be a com- 
ment on it, If je ſhall be extended further; 
that phraſe of the Apoſtle in Row, 1 1. 15. doth 
give us to underſtand what a ſudden and gle 
rious change the Lord can make in the World 
by way of addition to his Church. And u 
God can and will encreaſe the number of his 
people z fo likewiſe decreaſe the number of 
their. adverſaries: ſo in Rev, 18 8. Therefon 
ſhall ber plagnes come in one day, death, and 
mourning, and famine : and ſhe hal be witah 
burns with fire. Again, 

2. From Inftanges or Exemplifications, ). 
ſepb becomes an embelliſh't Jewel, whoa lit- 
tle before lay neglected in the Prilon-rubbilh, 
Gen. 41. 14. Then Pharaoh ſent and called Joſeph, 
and they brought bim bajtily out of the dungen 
The Iſraclites are no longer Scavengers and 
Drudges in Egypt, when the Lord's time is come 
for their deliycry a ſudden change there is for 
their delivery, after ſome delays the Egyptian: 
were urgent upon the people, that they might 
{:nd them out of the Land in haſte 4 for thy 
ſaid Vie be all dead men, Exod. 1 2.33. The Month 
(in Ether's time) was turned untq them from 
ſorrow to joy, and from mourning into 2 good 
Gay. Eih 9. 22, The truly good people of God 
at \Damaſcys have no littie joy, when their ia. 
tended Perſecutot hecomes on a ſudden a good 
and Qrthodox Preacher, Ads g. 20. A ſudden 
change there was in Peter's cafe, they ſap hin 
greg mere Al ub. d, Acts 12. 16, 
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CHAP. 1. 


VV: AT little reaſon have finners to 

be bold and confident in their ways? 

How ſoon may all their Pomp, Policy — 

like a fiately Ship, be blown up, when Provi 

dence (hall ſend its fire-ball into the Gun-room? - 

Remarkable arc paſſages in Scripture to this Wow me- 
ſc. Hoſ.5.7. New ſhells montrIÞ devour them lis (qui 

with their portions. Plal. 64. 7. Bas God b 

ſhoot at them with an arrow, ſuddenly fhalls ; 

be wounded. Plal. 73. 18, 19. Surely thow aliis ter · 

_ in ſlippery places : thou caſted} them down rarum 

ar! yy Lge are they brought into deſola- —— 
— 7 in a — they are witerly conſumed — 
wub terrors, (erius, 


— 


rr, 59 


„ 


— — 


——— idem —— merceden lei fabi, gia 
ut eſt erga pios indulgentifimus pater ſic adv im — 
fimus — LA. lib. 1. Inf. 3 


2. As ſinners have no reaſon to be bold and 
wanton, having Providence for ſuch an Ene- 
my: So Saints have no reaſon to be hopeleſs 
and heartleſs, having Providence for (uch a 
Friend. What though there be loſs of Chil. 
dren, plunde rings by Chaldeans and Sobeans, 
a body ſmitten with ſore boils, a ſtate of elon- 
gation, or alicnation from friends in regard 
of love and fricodſhip 3 yea, the terrors of 
God too within in the conſcience, as t was Fob 
his caſe ? yet it is but the turn of the band 
gf Providence, and all is made up. The Lord 

turucd 
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turned the captivity of Fob, ch. 42. v. 10. And 
not only in pertqnal 75 [> the Aphoriſm or 
SES here uſeful z but in the publick 


2247557 75 232 of A 2 in * Ky 


4 ; 
1 is ear . And ſoup 
1h Withe fles axe lain , yet to the 
A F 115 layers, they revive again 
2 At from: God end into them, ver, 
iup 1 "i 1. Let. n he deſpondent 
i — th — Ie the glorious Sun of 
may quick y throw = its ſable mane 
R and. datt, forth its Meridian beams, to the 
. — of thoſt who have been N 
4 m "oe oy ayes. | 
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The Uſe of means in matters, is oy 
color the OY A 


God work, © 


CHAP. n 


V HAT hath been | before faid 28 
touching the Lord's bringing about 
of matters, his way or manner in working, 
'both gradually, and on a ſudden, is not to be 
yndertiood, as it therefore the uſe of means 
were in vain on man's part; the preſent 
1 is a check to ſuch a wrong Inſer- 
: And whereas here it is ſaid, 'The uſe of 
— is man work : this is not lo to be con- 
ceived, as to deny a work of Providence in the 
very uſe of the means; for there is a work of 
Providence in directing to the means, and abili- 
tating to uſe them. The meaning then is no- 
thing elle, but to point out man's duty, and ſo 
to leave the reſult of matters to Providence. 
And that the uſe of means is thus incumbent 
on man, appeareth; 

1, Man will otherwiſe be fourd a violater 
of the Lord's Command. Make thee an ark of 
G»pber-wood, ſaid God to Noab, Gen. 6. 14. Thus 
did Noah; according to all that God commanded bim, 
ſo did be, v. 22. Noah had been a * 

ha 


j A Proſpect of: - 
had he neglected Ark-work, and expected 
preſervation without the uſe of means to be 
made conſcience of by him, The uſe of mean: 
is commanded both for the outward and in- 
ward man, in reſpe& of temporais as well as 
ac z ſo teacheth the Apoſtle, 1 Tbeſ 4-11, 
that ye. fludy to be quiet, and 10 do your own 
buſineſs, and ta wark, with your. own bands, a we 
commanded yon. And in Phil. a. 22. Work ont 
own ſalvation with fear and trembling. 

2. It's an ill tequital of the Lord's kind- 
neſs, that when he honours man to be inſtru- 
mental in matters, this condeſcention of God 
is abuſed, ſlighted, and not eſieemed as it ought 
to be. The great God needeth not the choileſt 
Tool for any work, It is of his goodneſs, that 
as he works ju his Providence for man; fo by 
man, as an under- agent or inftrument 3 for we 
are labourers togetber with God, ſaith Paul, 1 Cor, 
3. 9. Inftruments and Means are ſo tar ho- 
noured, as God is pleaſed in and by them to 
make a conveyance of good to perſons. 

3. A man hath the more of quiet neſs of 
heart in uſing the means, albeit God. work 
ſome other way for help. Hezekiab had the 
greater ground for calmneſs of (pirit, having 
done his endeavour to check the Aſſyrian in- 
ſolency: he took counſel with his Princes and 
mighty men, to (top the waters of the Foun- 
tains Which were without the City 3 and they 
did help him, 2 Chron 32.3. The Aſyrians are 
not forced (it ſeems) to leave their ſicge by 
reaſon of this ſtratagem of Warr ; God helps 
another way z the Lord ſent an angel, which cut 
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low! 


Divine. 
of «ll the mighty men of valour, aud the leaders, 
and captains, in ube camp of | the king of Mis 
ſo be returned with ſhame of face into bis am 
land; and when be was come into the bouſe of bis 
242 that came forth of bis own bowtl;, ſlew 
him there with. tbe ſword, v. 21: | 
4. It's «tempting of God to throw - by the 
uſe of what means are to be uſed. God pro- 
miſeth the Iſraelites the Land of Canaan, and 
they do not fling away their Swords; for then 
they might be ſaid to tight againſt God, in not 
fighting the Enemy. And when they had Ca- 
xean for their poſſcſſion, they were to look a- 
ter Corn, and not expe& Manna, for Manna 
caſed, and the old Corn of the Land ſupplies 
them the firſt year, Jeſb. 5. 12. When the 
Devil ſaid to Chriſt, Ceſ thy ſelf down, Mat. 
46. Jeſw ſaid unto bim, It is written again, 
Theu ſhalt not #empt tbe Lord thy God, v. 7. It 
is Hell's Divinity, not what is taught in 
Chriſt's School, To run to Miracles when 
Means are to be uſed, 


In the next place, The ifſze of means is 
God's work, Four things are conſiderable: 

1. It belongs to God as his Prerogative- 
Royal, to iſſue matters as he ſecs fit, Dato God 
the Lord belong the iſſues from death, Plal. 68. 
20, The preparations of the heart in man, and the 
anſwer of the tongue, is from the Lord, Prov. 
16. 1. The borſe is prepared againſt the day of bat · 
tel; bus ſafety is of the Lord, Prov, 21. 31. 

2, Probable means take not, and improbable 
ones attain the End intended, as the Lord is 

pleaſed. 
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esche nf: 
picaſell. his Col led. oi 'Piiplicizns: che: 
:him not, 2 CM 16, 12. Some have bras 
:\ntcxable'.means been .recoverted of fickack, 
hen others; mnaewnthliandingi vaſt expence;, 
thavyallpe) into shicir gravrs;: It is obſervable, 
how an handful of men di ſometimes beit 4 
2aſt;-Army':! chd Army of the Syrians came 
- wit hb x {mlb company of men, and the Loud 
tdelivexedt @ very'grear Hoſt into their hand, 
i»Cbron. 24. 23 un: 
0, Means uird for matters lye dormant, an 
kd nor; till Gad ; be pie aſed eſſectually to gu · 
-dectoht in his / Nrwidene. Fuſeph was not 
oll Hardy as not to uſe means ſor his liber 
ie Bur think b me (faid he to Pharach?s' Bu- 
Ar) nbi bail be well with 3bee 3 and forw 
Nader, Þ proj iber, ata mes au, i- 
f mo ware. Pharaoh, andbring me ont of thi 
Houſe, Gem. g. 14. Foſepb"hove doth His duty, 
ryeo did not᷑ it he chiet Butler remember 
butrcforgatihian, v. 23. And though the Butler 
forgat Joſepb, yet God remembtrs Foſeph, ſcuds 
a dream into the King's head, a great noiſe 
ühore is at Coat htreapon; will this noiſe 2. 
wakem the:Burler:trom: his fl:epy torgetful- 
nals : I remember ( ſlith he) iy foults this tay, 
Gn; 41. and lo the od Rey:which lay a ratt- 
ing is no ο οꝓ,md upꝭ and opens the Pliſon- 
Savors tor*Foſeph. nt! N nen \ . 0 
4. Means uled have ſornetime a quite cho- 
frary iſſue to whar they are intended, or might 
in probabilicy wer ins Chrilits inmocency; bbs 
reply to the chargeabnur King: (hip, Jobi 18 36. 
the diſlwalive by Pilates Witc, Mate 27.19. the 
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NT. 5 Iy 47 
- t en 65. II. * TENTS {369 
TW 1-115; . 
E E. — Ae] thoſe. chor mare! as 
eſs caſt off, che. ule of , Ihere is 
temptation is % and a U lorglofurs 
ith the temptation, The drmaybaation of 
ſolly may here be in ſiſted on, and that two 
v, be ſides what hazh been daid,jand. may be 

Act Head. N '4 % 


a. How repugnapt is this to the. "Jifates of 1 
amm Re aſog Reaſon dichten ſot the uſes Va « 


the propaytioneble ule of meaus in matters, 
common, Praverbs da.cyidence;lgmughs as; 
wut not 72 the jo, ood 22 
0 Ci Ko atlingoves thy 4, zu ai 
ten the Ear 60 Kei Geeſe, , id courſe, 
here unc the IRD ot Rx SCD theſe A» 
e and it thers.hs not lig dt Enqugh from 
their lparklingg. gave to Solymen'y Proverhsy 
awd we m. y learg, there, bomifruphennels, 
nee Deowlineſs, ue to be abandoned, 


and 
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and the Virtues eontraty to theſe, to be follow- 
ed, in order to cothforralle livelihood in the 


world, Prov. 23.20,21, And in Prov. 42. 3. 4 
— . — the evil, end bideth bimſelf, 

the fimeple paſs on, Accor- 
ding then to the diate of à wiſe Solomon, the 
uſe of means to prevent evils, is according to 
the Rules of Prudence. 

2, How contradiQory is this courſe often- 
times to the parties own praQiſes. There wa 
one who had taken up a conceit, That if God 
would ſave him, he ſhould be ſaved 3 and if 
not, the uſe of all means were in vain. The 
party falls fick, ſends fot 4 Phyſician ; who 

the diſeaſe of the Patient's Mind, u 
well as the Diſeaſe of the Body, replics, That 
if God bave a purpoſe to recover you, you ſhallhe 
recovered; andif not, all my labour will be bf: 
And ſo, in this Glaſs, gave the party a view of 
the ugly error he had taken up in regard of 
the diſuſe of means for the Soul. Virel rehem 
ſeth a ſtory of a certain Noble-man, who ws 


— lib. on his march with a well accoutred Armyzand 


2. C. 2. 


it hapned, that he led his Army by the hoaſe of 
a faithful Paſtor, well known before to this 
Noble-man ; This honeſt man willeth him to 
look up to, and rely on God, to favour his war 
like Expeditions 2 he, by and by, enters his 
plea about Divine Providence; us if he had faid, 
God had decreed all Events, and therefore the 
Decree rr not be altered by - 
prayers. That Paſtor replies, I wou 
viſe you therefore, That you lay aſide the Hor- 
ſes and Arms as unprofitable, for as —— 
ue 


Divine Pꝛobidente. 

ſſue of Warr hangs on the Providente of Gods 
ſo that nothing can happen beſides what is de- 
creed by God. The Noble-man anſwereth, 
That Arms could not without raſhnels be laid 
aide by choſe who betake themſelves to Warr, 
inaſmuch as they are the Inſtruments by 
which God is wont to give victory, to whom 


he ſees fit to give it The (ame, ſaith that Pa- 


flor, I can affiim of Prayer, by which God is 
wont to beſto on us ſuch things as are nece ſſa- 
ry both for the uſe of this lite, and for eternal 
ſalvation 3 and therefore it is no leſs raſhneſs 
to neglect that, under pretence of Divixe Pro- 
vidence, whenas it is ſo often commended by 
God with innumerable Promiſes propounded 
to thoſe who frequently exerciſe themſelves 
therein : and the Son of God himſelt hath 
given us an cxample herein, from whom like- 
wiſe it is commanded, that we pray without cea- 


ng. With this anſwer, that Noble-man was 


hot a little edihed. 

2, Be encouraged to the uſe of means in 
matters, Jacob had his Prefents for Eſau; and 
there was an honeſt policy in the manner of or- 
dering the Preſents ſent, Gen, 3 2. 13, to v. 2. 
Jaemiah was earneſt with the King, laying, Let 
my ſupplication, I pray thee, be acc: pted before thee, 
that thou cauſe me not to return to the bouſe of Fo- 
mihan the Scribe, leſt I dye there, Jer. 37. 20. Be- 
ides the common practiſe of God's people in 
the uſe of means, there are two things obſer- 
vable ; That they have uſed means notwith- 
landing the promiſe of God for the effecting 
of matters 3 and alſo, notwithſtanding temark- 
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able Providence: diſplayed in their precedent 
preſervation. Jacob was under a particular pro. 
miſe as to the Lord's care over him in his te- 
turn to his Countrey, Gen. 32, 9, 12. and yet 
he uſeth the means, as before intimated. Pan 
had a promiſe tor the lives of all in the Ship 
with him, Ad, 27. 24. and yet they that could 
ſwim, caſt themſclves fitſt into the ſea, and gat 
to land; and the reſi, ſome on boards, and ſome 
on broken pieces of the ſhip; and ſo it came 
to pals, that they eſcaped all ſafe to land, 44 
yea, a paſlage there is, v. 31. Except theſe abide 
in the ſhip, ye cannot be ſaved, It ſcems then 
there is a | cannot ] where means are not uſed, 
or ſo uſed z notwithſtanding the Purpoſe and 
Promiſe of God, which are fo to be under- 
ſtood, as taking in the means to be uſed, And 
as for the other thing intimated, we have in- 
ſtances : Danicd had a good Cauſe, and good 
God, who did miraculouſly ſhut the Lions 
mouths; yet he is not pult up, to the ſlighting 
of the King's courttſie in his being taken up 
out of the Lions Den, Dan. 6. 21, 22,23. Pac 
had a miraculous delivery out of the Priſon, 
and yet withdraws for a ſcaſon; be deparic, 
and went into another place, Acts 12.17, To con- 
clude this, let two things be rcemembicd: 

1, See the means be regular, or right means, 
Means are regulars (1.) In regard of natural 


cauſality, or tendency to the end. He that will 


plow his land, muſt not beat his P:ow-ſhare 
into a Sword; and he that will go to battel, 
muſt not beat his Sword into a Pruning-ho9k 
It Fercxiiab muſt be had vp out of the Dungeon 
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he is not drawn up with a twine-thred, but 
with cords 3 and not only cords, but caſt-clouts 
and rags are to be put under his arm-holes, 
Fer. 38. 11, 12, 13. (2.) In regard of a moral 
or inſtituted caufality. Men muſt not under 
dificultics and diſtreſſes, with Saul away to an 
Endor-woman, 1 Sam. 28,7,8. To fall in with 
fin, is to fall out with God, his Word, which 
warrants no ſuch means to be uſed, Not only 
piety, but an holy Prudence, muſt guide in the 
uſe of means. The circumſtances of a caſe, 
may have very much influence on determi- 
nation what, and how to be done, as in Exra 8. 
21, 22. 

2. Eye God dependent ly and ſubmiſſively in 
the uſe of means, Jacob did mind prayer to 
God, as well as the Preſents ſent. There was 
conjunction of Piety and Policy, He was a 
wreſtler with God, Gen. 32--- With many, the 
Means is the ſpeaking-Figure, and God the 
dumb Cypher in a buſineſs; but with Facob 
it was not ſo. Let Jacob's God be thy God in 
the uſe of the means, if thou wilt have him 
be thy God in the good ſucceſs of the means. 
Eye him therefore in all; and ſay as David, Let 
lin do to me as ſcemerb him good, 2 Sam. 15. 26. 
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| 

| 

| 
A ſtack or ſtore of Prayers makes way | 
for a rich Income of Providence: 
Or, Graciows Prayers uſher in Glori- 7 
ows changes of Providence. | 
| 

| 

| 
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RAYER being an univerlal means to 
make uſe of in matters; a means to be 
coupled with other means; and a means, when 
no other means can be uſed; it may very well 
here fall under conlideration 3 and that, as it | 
hath reference to Divine Providence for help, 
Now that it hath a befriendivg-influence for | 
the good of perſons not only in Temporals, 
but in Spirituals, may be evidenced four 
| 
| 
| 


Ways, 

Firſt, From the Inſtitution of the Lord, 
Prayer is an inftituted means by God. It is 
Noab's Dove, which returns with an Olive- 
branch in her mouth, It it be asked, When 
and where Prayer was inſtituted by the Lord? 
I may bid the party fo demanding, to go to 
Paradiſe : for though Adam in the ſtate of in- 
nocency had no tin to confe ſs, yet he had a 
God to acknowledges A Directory for Devoti- 
on was engtaven on his heart, There was an | 


Atbour 
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- Arbour for Adam's Cloſet, as well as a Walk 


for his meditation in the Garden of Eden. He 
might not only be a thankſgiver for favours, 
but allo a petit ionet for the continuance of 
them. It may ſuffice then, That the Directory 
for Devotion was firlt publich't in Patadiſe, 
though it hath had various editions fince, 
with ſuch additions as the Lord hath made 


in his holy word: And ſceing then the Lord 


hath inſtituted this means for gracious ends, 
it's wiſdom to make uſe of this Battom or 


' Veſſel tor the tranſporting Commodities, this 


Receit for a Cure, this Shooing-horn to draw 

on the Velvet - hoo of Mercy. Sce 2 Chron. 7. 

14. Pſal. 50 15. Jer. 29.1 2. Phil. 4. 6. 
Secondly, From the nature, or at leaſt pro- 


perty of Prayer. Prayer honours Providence in 


an addreſs made to a Throne of Grace. When 
Mercies are begged, Providence is acknowledged. 
*T was good Divinity, though from a bad hand, 
2 King, 6,27, If the Lord do net belp thee, 
whence ſhall I help thee ? ſaid well that King, 
the fon of a Murdcrer, as the Prophet calls 
him, v. 32. And as Prayer doth honour God 
in acknowledging, his Providence; ſo Providence 
hath honoured Prayer, yea the (haduw of it, 
witneſs Abab's devotion, 1 King. 21.29. God's 
bounty, not Ahab's deſert, was the ſource or 
riſe of Abab's mercy. It God do then cali 
crumbs to Dogs who thus lye proſtrate before 
him; what encouragement have the children 
of the Kingdom tc go to their Father? Ak, 
and it ſhall be givex unto you ſeek, and ye ſhall 
find, ek, and it ſhall be opencd mnt» you : 
Ii 3 for 
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for what man is there of you, whom if bis ſon ak 
bread, will be give bim a (tone ? or if be ak 
fiſh, will be give bim a ſerpent ? If ye then, being 
evil, know bow to give good gifts unto your chil- 
dren, bow much more ſhall your father which is in 


beaven give good things to them that ak bim, Mat, 


7, Oc. 

r Thirdy, From the Experience of God's peo- 
ple. Prayer may well be termed the Royal 
Exchange, in a ſpiritual ſenſe ; Here is a bar- 
tering for choiſe Commodities, as Gold tried 
in the fire, white Rayment, Eye-ſalve, Rev. 3, 
18. Eftber, with the Jews, did labour hard at 
this Sicred Pumpot Prayer; and their labouy 
was not in vain : for their hands litted up to 
Heaven, did knock down Haman with his 
Complices, Eftb. 4. 16. with chao,9.,v,25. Peter 
was kept in priſon 3 but prayer was made with- 
out ceaſing of the Church unto God tor him, 
Afi 12.5. Though Peter be in priſon, yet the 
Spirit of Prayer was at liberty, and ſets Peter 
at liberty ; for the priſon, which like a Jou 
his Whale had ſwallowed him, gives up the 
priſoner at the prayers of the Church. To 
this teſtimony ot the Saints Experiences, add 
the teſtimony of God himſelf, Ia. 45. 19. I ſaid 
not unto the ſeed of Jacob, Scek ye me in vain, 

4. From the ſignal appearance of Providence 
at or nigh the very time that prayer is made, 


There ſcems to be ſomething in God's owning | 


perſons whilſt they are at their work. Abra- 
ban#s ſervant obſerves this ſaying, Before I bad 
done ſpeaking in my heart, bebold Rebeceab came 
forth with ber pitcber,&c.Gen 24-45, In Abijab's 

time 
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time they cried unto the Lord, and the prieſts ſound- 
ell with trumpets ; then the men of ar. 
ſhout : and as the men Fudab ſhouted, it came 
to paſs, that God ſmote Jeroboam, and all Iſrael, 
e eAbijab aud Fudab, 2 Chron, 13. 14, 15, 
And whiles (faith Danicl) I was ſpeaking and 
praying, and cinfeſing my fin, and tbe fm of my 


; Ijrael, and priſenting my ſupplication be- 
| * th 


e Lord my God, for the bely mountain of my 
God: yea,whiles I was a ſpeaking in prayer, even the 
man Gabricl, whom I had ſcen in ie viſion at the be- 
ginning bring canſed to flye ſwiftly, tonched me about 
the time of tbe evening oblation, G c. Dan, 9 20, 
21, So in 4d, 4.31, When they bad prayed, the 


place was ſhaken where they were aſſembled toge- 


ther, and they were all filed with the Holy Ghoſt. 
And fo, laſtly, io mention no more inſtances, 
That of Peter is pertinent 3 he was a priſoner, 
the people of God then knock at Heaven's 


door; and behold Peter knocks at the door of 


the houſe where many were gathered together 
praying, Ads 12. 12. 
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CHAP. II. 


i} EARN who are the men and women 
x ot gracious Providence; they are ſuch 
who make conſcience of ſerious prayer to God. 
They who go down into this Deep, ſee the 
wondrous works of God, Noab, Daniel, Fob, 
are the men who can do much with Providence, 
if any thing be to be done, as is intimated 
Ezek, 14. 14. And, the effectual, fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much, 
Fames 5. 16. 

2. How (id is the ſtate of thoſe, who in- 
ſtead of laying up a ſtock of Praycrs, lay up 
a treaſure of Guilts ! They curſe, blaſpheme, 
xevile, lye, oppteſs, perſecute thote who wiſh 
well to them, and pray for them, Theſe 
continuing the old trade of fin, cannot ex- 
pect that Providence ſhould look trom Mount 
Gerrizzim to bleſs them; but from Miunt E- 
bal, to curſe them. An heavy hand ot Provi- 
dence will meet with (uch who make light of 
Prayer; and trample, like Swine, this Pearl, 
with other Pearls, under their feet. Sce fob 
21.14z15. with 17,18,19,20,30. Rom, 2.44546, 
7,8, 9. 1 Cor. 6.9,10; 

3. Obſerve one ground amongſt others, 
why picus ones are ſo taken up in prayer to 
God. They well know their own Trade. A 
erchant, who often (ends his Ship to * 

an 
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and the ſame Port, hath reaſon for it, A 
— | Childis ever and anon in a room, and there is 
an Honey-comb. God's Children tind it good 
for them to draw near to God, Pſal,73.28. 
4. Know who are the beſt provident Pa- 
en rents for Children; they ate ſuch, who by 
ch their prayers to God, engage Providence to 
d he a Portion and Joynture for their Chil- 
ne dren, A little, with a bleſſing, left to ſome, 
, Vill out-laſt Farms, Mannors, yea Kingdoms, 
& | left to others with a curſe. Pious Parents, 
ed | in being praying Patents, are provident Pa- 


_—_— 


nt tents; they pray not in vain ; God may hear 
h, prayer for poſterity one way or other; Sce 

Gen. 17. 20. 1 i 
n= 5. Wicked men then are fools in their : f 


1p Rages and ſubtil Contrivances againlt pious 
e, praying-ones, How quickly may God hear 


h the groans of his people, and fo {weep away 
ſe the Bodies of wicked men to their Graves, 
(- and their Souls to Hell? There was a praycr 
tt made for Peter, and the delign agaiott him 
. was broken; and a prodigious death is the 


i. lot of an Herod who had dcligned the death of 

of Peter, Acts 12. 23, 

, 6. There is no reaſon to lay aſide Prayer, 

L no, not whillt in the world. We (hall thil 

„ | itand in necd of the Providence of God. Daily- 
Troviqence cal's for daily- Prayer. It's pride to 
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55 an height of it, to think that Prayer is be- 
0 low a grown Chtiſlian. When perſons ſtand 
\ vot in nerd of Providence to help, and con- 
e tinue its help, they may not ſo ttand in need 
q | | of 
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of prayer. But alas! where are the men, ot 
rather monſters, who owe no debt to Prem. 
dence ? The holy Scriptures do ſufficiently 
confute this fancy: ſee Fob 1. 5. Mat. 6. 14, 
Luke 11. 1. Col. 4.2. 

7. See, whence it is that the Devil makes 
oppoſition againſt prayer. Hz is a cunning pi. 
rate, and knows, that ſerious prayer is the 
Chriſtian's Plate-Fleet. He is ſenſible of the 
knocks and bruiſes which prayer gives his 
Serpent's head, H: hath been an obſerver of 
what great things God hath done on the 
prayers of his people, No-wonder then, if 
he throw dirt and tones into this Well; jogs 
the Chriſtian when he is ready to fire at the 
mark; and ſhakes his hand, when he is about 
to write down his humble p-tition to God, 
ſee Zech. 3. 1. As 16, 16,17, 18. | 

8, Look not on thoſe as enemies, who call 
on you to call on God with your Families. 


Shall a Phyſician be thanked for the Body? 2 


Lawyer for the Eſtate? And is the Body, 
Eſtate, Soul, and all, of no regard, as the 
concerns of all lye at ſtake in another way, 
and that the belt way too? Surely they are 
Friends who antidote you againſt the curſe of 
God: ſee Fer. 10. 25. Prov. 3. 33- 

Lafily, Obſcrve the incomes of Providence 
by way of return unto prayer. It it be (aid 
here, 

I bave prayed, and prayed, and yet no ſuch 
returns are made as the Meditation or Obſerva- 
tion on Providence imports. 

I might 
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Divine Pꝛobidente. 
micht at large reply, but that would be 
a digreſſion. In a few things, therefore, to 
flop the mouth from ſlandering the Obſer- 
vation, take notice of what follows, 


1. Is the particular thing thou prayeſt 
for, warranted for kind? Pride and Paſſion 
make wild petitions for the kind of them : 
ſee Luke 9. 54. Mat. 20. 21, 22. 

2, What is thy end in praying for things 
though warranted ? ſee Fames 4.3. 

3. Do you pray in Chriſt's Name, and af- 
ter a ſerious ſort? Sce Fobn 14. 13. Luke 18. 
13. James 16. 

4. Is not Prayer contradicted by an un- 
worthy walking? Some are like black clouds, 
fill black, and that notwithſtanding thunder 
ind lightning breaks from them: ſce Iſa. 1. 15. 
Iſs. 58. 4. 

5. Do you not lye under ſome miſtake 
about God's Providence in anſwer to prayer ? 
for hearing of prayer is nut to be detined 
by God's doing all we wiſh or; but what 
God fees beſt for us. God anſwers, when 
the thing may not be given in tor kind, 
Paz! was heard, when not heard, 2 Cor. 12. 
9,8, 9. The denial of one thing is the way 
that Providence may take for granting ano- 
ther, A man prays for Health, and Morti- 
hication to the World: God, by the want 
of Health, mortitics to the World. 

6. The qycſtion is, her Providence 
may not yet make a ſure ant full return of 
the 
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A Pꝛoſped of. 
the goods you have left in the hand o, 
— Wait then ſtill on God; let the 1 
Lord alone to anſwer when and how he 
pleaſeth. God hath anſwered ſome, when 
it's probable they gave off thinking, that an 
anſwer in fuch fort would have been given | # 
in: (cc Luke 1. 13. with 18. 


'*Y 


| 
4 
= —«©w Q@ © 


wy a rw < 


OBSER- 


1 . „* ( 1... i. — My cc 


| 


{ 
4 


5582, 


Dibine Pꝛobidente. 


F 


OBSERVATION XLIX. 


When God takes down the Scaffold of 
this World, the Sacred Play of Pro- 
vidence will be at az end. 


C HAP. I. 


HAT an Income of Providence attends 

Prayer, hath been (hewed; the full crop 
or harveſt, by way of return to prayer, will 
be in another world, as the Apoſtle intimates, 
2 Tim, 1.18, with Mit. 25. 34, 35. Here in 
this World there is a gracious diſplay of Pro- 
ridence; and when this World hath its period, 
Providence as ſuch, conſider it vis & modi, 
will have its period likewiſe : and this ap- 
pears, 

1, From the oppoſition of the day of God's 
judging the World, to the day,the long day of 
Providence which men had in the World. There 
is aday for labouring in the Vineyard after 
comes the Even when the labourers are called, 
Mat, 20. 8, The ſon of man ( faith Chriſt) ſhall 
ſend forth bis angels, and tbey ſhall gather out 
of bis kingdem all things that «feud, and them 
which do iniquity, and ſhall caft them into a fur- 


nace of fire, there ſhall be wailing and gnaſhing 


teeth; then ſhall the righteous ſhine forth - 
1 


A Pzoſpect of | 
the ſun in the kingdom of their father, Mat.1 1, 
41, 42, 43. And would we know when this 
ſhall be? The 4Otb verſe reſolves it; In the 
end of this world. Hence Paul inforceth 
the duty of not abuſing the day of Provj- 
dence, but right improving of it from this 
conſideration, becauſe God bath appointed a 
day in the which be will judg the world inrigh. 
reouſneſs, Acts 17. 31, with 30. 

2. From the Lord (the Fountain of Pro- 
vidential Diſpenſations) who hath purpoſed 
to ſend forth the ſtreams another way. This 
may be contidered, 


x. In regard of the godly. 
2. In regard of the wicked. 


1. In regard of the godly : They ſhall im- 
mediately, and without interruption, enjoy 
God in the Heavens; fo 1 Thef. 5. 17. In 
this world the godly ſee the Lord as in a 
glaſs, and that but darkly, 1 Cor. 13.12 There 
arc two glaſſes in which the godly behold 
the Lord here: (1.) The glaſs of their Civil 
Affairs: their food, liberty, relations, and the 
publick concerns of temporal life. This glals 
will be broken; for as Chriſt ſaith, Ir the re 
ſurredlion they neither marry, nor are given in mar- 
riage, bnt are as the angels of Godin beaven, Mat, 
22. 30. and as the Apoſtle faith, Meats for the 
belly, andthe belly for meat; but God ſhall deſtr y 
both it and them, 1 Cor, 6. 13. There will le 


no need of food, and conſequently of Proz - 
Mt 
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Divine Pꝛobidente. 
dence as a Caterer: The Belly, or Body, re- 
maineth in regard of ſubſtance, though fun- 


ions and offices of it, as in this life, ate ſer- 


'ved with an Eternal Writ of Eaſe. But, 


() There is another glaſs, and that is of 
Divine Ordinances, or Sacred Inſtitutions: 
theſe ate as the Gallerics to the Preſence- 
Chamber. A change there will be as to theſe; 
then cometh the end, when be ( Chriſt, as now 
be lets out himſelf , though he abide for ever 
s Lord and Head) ſball have delivered wp the 
kingdom o God, even the father, 1 Cor, 15. 24. 

2. In regard of the wicked; they are no 
longer now the Truſtees of outward good 
things, as formerly, They who thruſt from 
them the Providence of God wooing, and 
woing them to repentance, are now thruſt 
inta the priſon 3 and no coming from thence 
till the uttermoſt farthing be paid, Mat. 5. 26. 
Abrabam (aid to the impenitent rich man, 
(whether he were King, Prince, Duke, Earl, 
Lord, Knight, Eſquire, Gentleman, Mer- 
chant, it matters not- to determine, for all 
may be included, none excluded, if rich in 
the World's Goods, and not in Faith ) he 
faid, Son remember that thou in thy life-time 
receivedji thy good things, and likewiſe Lazarus 
evil things : but now be is comforted, and thou 
art tormented, Luke 16,25. 


CHAP. 


A Pyoſpect ot 
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CHA P. II. 


1. T EARN who they are who ſubmiſ- 

fively long after the change of chan. 
ges, or the great or laſt Change of Prai- 
dence; they are thole who have had expe. 
rience of a bleſſcd change of Providence on 
their hearts here, and who have profited by 
the various changes of Providence in this 
world, So the Apoſtle; While we look, not at 
the things which are ſeen, but at the things 
which are not ſeen: for the things which art 
ſeen, are temporal: but the things which are 
not ſeen, are eternal, 2 Cor, 4. 18. See alſo 
2 Cor. 5.1,2,3,4. Rey. 22. 20. 

2, It's wiſdom then to work before the 
night cometh when no man can work, as our 
Saviour Chrilt phraſeth it, John 9. 4. Two 
things arc here conſiderable: 

1. Secure we Spiritual Riches whilcſt the 
Goſpel-Mineis open. Be not fooliſh Virgins, 
who have their Bags and Coffe ts, but no Trea- 
ſure in them, They had their Lamps of 
Profeſſion, but no Oyl in their Veſſels; they 
may juſtly be ſhut out of Hraven, whoſe 
hearts were ſhut againſt the real admiſſion 
of Chriſt by his grace on earth, Mat, 25.3, 
11, 12. Oh! Eternity is no trifle! Men 
ſhould be in good earneſt for it; The king- 
dom «of beaven ſuffereth violence, and the = 
take 
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inte it by free, Mat. 1 1. 12. And now istlie 
ſeaſon, or never, to lock after the means of 

grace, and grace by the means: Abrabam 

tells the rich man, who would have a Press 

cher ſent from Hell, They have 'Moſes aud tht 
propbets, let them bear them, Luke 16. 29. 


* ? 


2 


2. Honour God with Temporal Riches, 
3 you have opportunity. Are there no Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel; poor Scholars, who may 
be ſerviceable for the Church of Chriſt ; di- 
ſirefſſed Widows, Orphans, to taſte of your 
bounty ? What a folly is there 
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in the moſt; who have their 
hands full of the World, 
and their hearts empty of 
love to Chriſt, his Intereſt, 
and conſt. quently their own 
good ! That rich Farmer was 
a fool to be a drudg for 
others; and neglect thoſe, 
who if they had not given 
him a lite to Heaven, might 
have pluckt ſome ſticks from 
his burning in Hell, Luke 


Cave, ne intra loculos 
tuos includas ſalutem in- 
opum, & tanquam in tu- 
mulis ſepelias vitam pau- 
perum. Ambroſ. lib. 2. de 
officio. e. 16. >; 
Præmittamus, fratres, 
Theſauros noſtros in Cœ- 
lum; ſint ve ctores paupe- 
peres, qui poſſunt ſinu ſuo, 
quz noſtra ſunt, ad ſuper- 
na portare. Petras Chryſd- 
legus Ser, 7. 


— — 


n. 20. Remember then that of Chriſt, Luke 
16.9. And I ſay unto you, Mike to your 
ſelves friends of the Mimmon of unrighteouſ- 
weſs , that, when ye fail, they may receive you 
into everlaſting babitations, And that of the 
Apoſtle as an expoſition on the former, 
Charge them that be rich in this world, that 
they be not bigh-minded, nor truſt in uncertain 
f KK riches, 


in 
rs 
r= 
| | 
| 
F 
jg 
| 
þ 
f 


— * „ r 6 WW TY 


Ne TL 


1 rden 


riches,” bat in tbe. - living Goc hey Go yok mM 
righly al bing: te Her. that [they 

that they be rich in good works, rea 9 to 
diftribute, willing to. communicate, laying up 
in \ ſtore for themſclves a good toundation 
againſt. the. time to come, that they may lay 
hold on eternal life, 1 Tim. 6. 17,18, 19. 
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FT FAVING iollied on the e 

. ous; referring to Divine Prouigemze d it 

remains now, in the laſt Part, «This 

+ Treatiſe, to fall in with. the Di G- 

aus general for the improtement of Provi- 

dential Diſpenſatiogs, ; The Directions are of 

two forts : 1. Cautionary. 2. Poſitixe. The 

— of theſe follow in their teſpectiße Se» 
ns, AN by 
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1. AK E not ſecond - cauſes ſole · cauſes 

| in matters, by denying the Agency of 

the Firſt and Supream Cauſe. They who kick 

off the Firſt-Cauſe in point of a controlling 

and over-ruling influencing on Second · Cau- 

fes, rob the Lord of his glory. Some there are( as 

a Reverend man faith) who will rather aſcribe p, 
VN Flood to an extraordinary Aſpect or con- Ser. on 

courſe of watery Planetsz or the drowning of Fl. 9. 19 

Pharsob's Hoſt, to the inconſiderate venturing h. 
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upop an high-tide, rather than to God's 
ES r\{ih, ho ſendeth ſuch Fudgmeats 
on ſome, to make all the reſt afraid; Now whats 
ever ſhifts and put-offs men have, to the dark- 
ning of the hand of Providence, the holy Scrip- 
tures learn us otherwiſe, The, deſtruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrab* is * atttibuted to God us 
the righteous Author thereof; and yet there 
are not wanting ſome, who impute that viſt 
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| ringeney of/Second-Caules d 
fon of * theirs is contrary to 1 
le: Which dorh in an eminent ſort: ( 

the hand of God as: falling heavy on the ſaid 
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{ 
forth | 
| 
BED Gen. 19. 2 — 2 Pet. LG. | 
BY worthy of obſervation, that there arc ter 
faps gigen by Authors, why there are frequent NF | 
and - Fihlent tempeſts in the Mediterranean · des 
where Fonab ſail'd, and yet there is no te- 
fon to turn Providence over-board with Jet 
in his voyage through theſe mighty waters; 
for it is (aid, the Lord ſent out a great wind ins 
tbe ſea, Jonah 1. 4. Aud not only doth the | 
Lord flie upon the wings of the wind, Fſal. 18. '1 
10. büt alſo rides in is Chariot of Providence, 1 
through the Corn-fields, where the Husband- I} | 
man drives with his Dung-cart 3 ſo teacheth 
the Scripture, H3fi!2."21, 22. And to this ac- | 
cords that of the above · named Author; The 
wonderful events which the ignorant attribute | 
to Fortune, the ſuperſtitious to Saints and 
Idols, the Politiciaus to their Plots, ſome to 
their own Worth, moſt to the means and the | 
"*Ntraorditzary concurrence of Sccond-caulcs 3 | 


the 
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the Pen-men of the Holy Ghoſt afcribe. ever 
unto the Lord: they held it the beſt Analy- 
tiques, to reſolve all ſuch Effects into theit firſt 
Principle. ; 5 


SECY IL 


* BUS E not Providence, by uſing it as a 

Shooing- horn to draw on ſin, or as a 
Shoo - huckle to faſten it on. Suppoſe ſome ex- 
travagant Rufhans did want a certain ſum of 
money, and on the road-way did leight on a 
man who had the exact ſum; which they ſcize 
on, and after thrive in robbery: Providence is 
in no wiſe a Patron to their fin, though the 
tabernacles of theſe robbers proſper, as it's (aid 
Job 13. 6. Abimelech tiads a filver-ſiirrop, and 
men to hold it, in order to his mounting up 
into the Saddle of an uſurped Government, 
Judg, 9. 4. They gave bim threeſcore and ten 
pieces of ſilver out of the bouſe of Baal-beruth, 
wberewith Abimelech bired vain men and light 
perſons wbich fallowed him. We read; That An- 
tichriſt's coming is after the working of Satan 
with all power, and ſigns and lying wonders, 
2 Theſ, 2. 9. Without queſtion, there multi be 
the Providence of God in ſending ſtrong de- 
luſions, tor ſo (v.11.). it's affirmed 3 and yet 


Providence is not to be charg'd with the fore- 


told deceits. I have read, how Pope Adrian 
confirmed (by a pretended revelation) the or- 
der of St. Gregory's Mals, whereas unto the 

KK 3 year 
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eat 985, the Liturgy of St. Ambroſe un ge 
neralty uſed ; it a ue to the Melde bf 
Providewee, whether that of Gregory, or the o- 
ther of Ambroſe, ſhould continue? The man- 
ner was this: Both were laid on the Altar, 
and the Church-doors ſhut; and reſol ved it 
was,that they ſhould give themſelves to prayer 
all night, That God would reveal ſome to- 
ken which of the two Services he would have 
uſed in Churches, In the morning they find 
Gregory's Maſs-book pluck*c aſunder, and ſcat- 
tered alt the Church over; but Ambroſe his 
Book laid open in the place where they laid 
it, This Adrian thus expounded the matter; 
That as the leaves were ſcattered, fo ſhould 
Gregory's Maſs-book' be uſed throughout the 
World; and that Ambroſe his Licurgy ſhould 
be obſerved only in his own Church at Medio- 
lanum, And fo upon this jugling - wonder Pro- 
vidence is abuſed to countenance the Komi 
Maſs-book, Far be it then from good Chriſti- 
ans to put tricks on Providence. It's wiſdom to 
diftinguiſh between a' Providence which may 
ſerve by way of probation, and a Providence by 
way of invitation. That Providence may be a 
Touchſtone, which ought not to be a Load- 
ſtone. Providence makes good the thing ſpoken 
by a falſe prophet, and yet this is no ground 


4 


to ſorſake the true 4 ſee Dent. 13. 1, 2, 3. 
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flop to ſin, diſmamt hes hot the rower of watch- 
fulnefſs zgattiff" fin. Corfſcievee muſt not boceme 
the Devil's Muck-heap ; though Providence” 
knows how to gither Roſes from the Dang» 
hill of men's Fatts,, The Doctrine of Pro- 
Aue hat h its good uſes; men ought to be- 
wate they put tot abuſes tor luck uſes. 
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8 E Cr. III. 


3. TAK E heed of impoſing on, or tempt- 

ing of Providence. There is a difference 
between a modeſt propoſat with -a ſubmiſſion 
to God's diſpbſal ; aud an impoſal or tempt- 
ing of the Lordl The former hath an Apo- 
logy for it ſelf, as in Gideon's cafe, Fudg, 6. 36, 
to the end of #be chapter, The later ſprings from 
mother root, as namely, diſtruſt of God, or 
preſumption on his Providence, or ſome other 
inordinate luſt, The Iſraelites lothe Manna, 
and fleſh (forſooth) they muſt have; they laſted 
exceedingly in the wilderneſs,and tempted God in the 
deſert, Plal. ro6. 14, How oft did they provoke 
bim in the wilderneſs, and grieve bim in the de- 
ſert ? yea, they turned back,, and tempted God, 
and limited the holy one of Iſrael, Pal, 78. 40, 


41. It was Satan's deſign to have drawn 


our Saviour to impoſe on Providence by à mi- 
raculous converſion of fiones into bread 
when he was an hungred, and to * tempt 


"Providence for- preſcrvation, by throwing 


K K 4 him- 
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A Putpea of 


- Jo tf himſelf down, from. the !pins | 
e de _ nacle of the Wu 5 

culo Tempk mittere ie I' : 4 
deorſum'? Non eſt via 6, 7. las not hocaming Chet 
hzc, ſed tuina: &, fi via, ; 
tua eſt, non illius- Fruſtra! ions with the Providence of 
3 2 God. That way of purgati: 
orſiſti, quod ſeriptum et on from infa! 20 

ad —ͤ— conſolatio- om ifm ..repor 
nem. Bern. in Pſal. Qui 
habitat. Ser. 15. | 


ſtians to try needleſs conclu; 


called by the name of Orde 

when the party was blind- 
folded, and glowing hot irons 
were laid in the way where the party ſuſpe&- 
ed was to go bare-footed z and the eſcapal of 
the hot irons was a teſtimony of jpgocency, 
may juſtly be reprehended as, a,, tempting 0f 
Providence. They, may do well theretore to con- 
ſider, how they: gratifie the Deyil, who ne. 
glect the due uſe of means, ox vcoture beyond 
Warrant from God, and ſo arc more bold than 
welcome to the houſe of Providence, he the il- 
ſue whatlocy:r it may be. An jnltance we 
have of the Iſraelites, who preſumed to go up 
to the topof the hill, and there had a b'oody 


repulſe, Numb. 14. 44, 45. I have read of 
Frauciſcus, who offeted the Sultan of Babylon, 


to try the truth'of - che Chriſtian Religion in 


.oppoGtiqn to falſe Religion , by venturing 


himſelf in the fire; and thopgh the Sultan 
wav'd the experiment, yet that was no ground 


ſor the Monk to wave repentance far his raſh- 


neſs. Let care then he had, men tempt not, or 
jmpaſc on Proyidence in regard (1, of what 


ſhell be donc. Min is not go preſcribe, but 
Haglerite to Provideuge.. Man's Wit aud Will 
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Dinh 15 ite, 
maſt Goop ta the Wiſdom and Pleaſure of God 
For ( as the Lord. ſaith ) my counſel ſhall and, 
0 J. will d- all my pleaſure, Iſa. 46. 10. (.) In 
regard how aud. when this or that ſhall be 
pane. Jo is a prevailer, yet he is not a cu» 


 Yious enquirerg'much leſs a peremptory preſcri> 


xr-how God (hall deliver him from the fury 

bf his brother Eſan: And as Jacob, now mort 
aged, and ſo wile, did act regularly herein; ſo 
was: he faulty in being too haſty with His Mo- 
ther for the bleſſing to be given him: for 
though the Father lay on his death-bed, yet 
he was not ſpeechleſs; and if fo, yet God 
could have open'd the Father's mouth to 
pronounce the bleſſing, without the Son's o- 
pening his mouth to tell alyc, 
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SECT. IV. 


VV AT CH againſt diſcontents at, 
or reflexive replies on, the Provi- 
dence of God. e former eyil of impoſing 


on Providence, doth make way tor undue te- 
plies againſt Providence, Fonabh would impoſe 


on Providence the deſtruction of Nineveb 3 and 


having not his humour gratified, how ſaucy 
and malcpert is he! Take heed then of a Fo- 

ab-like pettiſhne(s and frowardneſs under the 
88 of God, This reflexive froward- 
neſs puts forth it (elf, 1 x 
1. In the heart, the forge of the natural 
ſpirits, and morally evil ones too, The Deyn 
e ole 


593 


put it into the heart of Fafa tb betray Chiif 
aud ſo in eſſect to bid Providette to take, bat 
its Kindneſs in warden ſucti'a Matter, Fob, 
73.2. It was an heart evil that David wa 


guilty of, and it was an inteiptetative 'reply. 


againfit Providente in not checking Saul (rom 
Davids ithaginary falling by the hand of Suh, 
1 Sam, 27. 1. | 
1. In N or Language. Elipbax charges 
Jeb with this evil, ſaying, Vhy dot h thine beart 
curry thee away? And what do thine eyes wink, 
that tho turneft aby ſpirit again God, and lei- 
tet ſuch word; go out fb mouth? Job 15,14, 
13. The Lord tells them by the Prophet Mala. 
hy, that their words bad been flout againft bim: 
and what words they were, reflexive ones on 
the Providence of God, as is expreſt, Mal. 2. 
13, 14, 15. 

3. In Geſture, Converſation, or otherwiſe. 
Cain's diſconteht at the Providence of God 
in having reſpect unto Abel and his Offcring, 
„ in bis outward deportment, Gen. 4. 6, 

y art thou #roth ? aud why i, thy counie- 
warice fallen ? It may go tor no contradiction 
here, Men (peak aloud againſt Previdence whilſt 
they are lle ſilent, or teltifie their diſ- 
content ſome other way. Some pretend more 
manners than directly to flye our againſt 
God; and yer the ſtone which they dare not 
throw againſt Heaven, they are ready to 2 
at his ſervants on Earth. Thus dealt the If- 
raelites of old with Moſes, ſaying, Becauſe there 
were no graves in Egypt, haſt thou taken us away 10 
dhe in the wilderneſs, Exod, 14. 11. Good fb 
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wis of another ſrame and temper 3 he did tot 
pour forth a flood of cutſes on the plutidererh; 
neither did he fall into a ſmoaking-paffion with 
the let vants who eſcaped, blaming the tu for 
want-of fore-light, in regard of the enemies 
roach 3 no, ht eyes God in all, and ſo char · 
Hot God fooliſhly, Fob 1. 20, 21, 22. Lee 
be dur work then to watch the heart uni- 
retfally againſt reflexive replies on the Provi- 


dener of God. We are not to be hot and fiery 


igein(t Providence, though there be 'a Providence 
when iniquity dotb- abound, amd love of many 
waxtth cold, as it is fore-told Mat. 24. 12. It 
was Feremiab's fault in being tranſported be- 
— the bounds of Religion, when men were 

irteligious, Fer. 20. 14, to the end. To be 
diſcontented in way of fin, though for fin, is 
to add to the common heap of ſins. The Lord 


tep every good Chriftian from ſo doing ! 


SHS TT, Vi 
R ESIST not Providence, To reply 


. upon Providence from unſound princi- 
ples, is in a ſort a rc ſiſting ot Providence. Ac- 
cording to this latitude I take not the word 
\ reſiſt here; but for a daring contradiction 
to Providence, or a bold venturing on in ſin, not- 
withſtanding the vertual- wooings and warn- 
ing-knocks of Providence to the contrary, Pro- 
vidence may be conſidered, as having Corn, and 
Wine, and Oyl,in the one hand; and a ſmarting 
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in the other; and all to little puzpoſe, 
when men 1980 head - ſtrong in their ways. Ia · 
in Scripture there are of ſuch ho re. 
it. Providence ; aud ſad experience gives us to 
underſtand oi troops ol ſuch Toreys, and Op- 
pugners of. Providence. Feſarum had a conflu- 
ence of good things, and yet waxed fat and 
kicked, Deut. 32.14, 15. Saul was advanced to 
a Kingchip; he who was Farmer-Kiſh his ſon, 
is Lord of all the Farms in Iſrael; and he for- 
gets to do homage to the Lord of Lords, who 
had promoted, him, 1 Sam. 1 5. 11. 
And as there are Exemplitications .of, ſuch 
who reſiſt. Providence ſmiling: ſo there are, 
likewiſe, of ſuch, wha oppugn Providence 
frowning,... Pharaoh's. heart is hardacd, and 
that notwithitanding the (ſeveral plagues in- 


flicted. Aba in the time of his diſtreſs did 


treſpaſs yet more againſt the Lord, 2 Chron. 
28. 22, When the fourth «Angel poured forib hi 


vial, men were ſcorched with great heat, and blaſ- 


phemed tbe name of God which hath power over 
#bcſe plagues ;, and they repented not, to give him 
glory, Rev. 16. 9. Theſe Inſtances may ſuffice: 
Others of both ſorts of Rehitters, who wage 
wur againſt Heaven, might be added. Let it be 
our care to depart from the Tents of thelc 
men, as Moſes ſpake of Dathan and Abiram, 
who were Rebels againſt Providence, Numb. 16, 
26. And to the end we make no ſtay, but flye 
the Tents of ſuch fighters againſt God, re- 

member we two things: 
1. Other fins make men Beaſts, this fin 
makes men Devils, The Drunkard and Glut- 
con 
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on their necks) of* your father the Devil, and 


. What do men get by their gef 
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tom fill their -pagnches with the Creatures; 
but op pugners of Providence do more notori- 
buffy violate che Law of the Creator. Te are 
ſſaith Chriſt to the ſtubborn Feats for whom 
God had done much in giving them the Land 
of Canaan, and againſt whom Gd had. lifted 
up his hand, for now they had the: Roman yoak 


the Iufts of your fatber ye will do, Joh. . | 
P, 


Piovidence ? Balsam was very near deſtruction 
in his petvetſe Way us the Angel declares unto 
him, Numb, 22. 32 53. And though Providence 
do not by and by appear in its garment dipt 
in blood 4: yet ifs tolly for men to promiſe 
themſelves victory over Providemee; ſor they 
may ſooner fink, with Elder -· guns, an Armade 
of ſtrong · built Ships, and batter down Rocks 


of Adamant with Snow · balls, than be too hard 


for Providence. God i wiſe in heart, mand mighty in 
frength : who bath bardned bimſelf again bins, 
ad proſpered ?. Job 9. 4. ' 


| SECT. vi. . 
VV ATCH againſt an utimortified 


itch after excentrical or extraor- 

dinary Diſpenſations of Providence; As there 
is an ifch atter novelties in regard of Teachers, 
2Tim.4 3 ſo there is an itch after.this and that 
tranſcendent appearance of Providence. Provi- 
dence is not welcome, it it come not with a gold 
ring, 
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ring, in goadly appurel, 2 James ſpealts in 
nother cafe, James 2.2, The Jews ( ſailh 


require 4 ſigm 1 Cor. 1. 22. And faith Chrifito 
es 9 ye ſee ſigns and winders, 'y 
wil u believe; Jahn 4. 48. Some there are 
not unlikefthe ſews; they tegard not ro- 
vide nce in.the: plain garmeut; they would haxe 
it in ſuch a tobe, or elſe j3t*4.no-gueſt forthem, 
Lather was cf another mind: Tbe Dei ( faith 
— 2 tempied 2 — — 
&ft an Angel appear ta him lub 
IJ. Honld regmeſl ſome fign from God': but far beis 
Frome me, that I fon affent: to. thit genf ation, 
The Martyrs, witbeutthe qnparit iu of Angels, bt- 
ing coufirmed by the Word. . God alone, dyed fo 
thi Name of Chris z end why ſhould not we 46 
Mieſce ? A glear-enongh, audglariows apparitian, i 
Baptiſm, tht Sacrawent ehe Lord's Supper, the 
power of the Keys,” the Miniſtry of tbe Ward), all 
which: do not only equal, bak exceed all apparition 
of Angels, Thus Lather. And ke likewile ob- 
ſerveth, how the Devil hath greatly deluded 
parties who have been gaping after Viſions, 
end I know not what diſcoveries. Gregory the 
ut videre Great was a man toocredulous to fancies and 
eſt in e jus apparitions, as the ſame Author obſe rveth. I 
— >" find in a Spaniſh Writer, one Torreblauca Villl- 
Emplici- Pandi, a fiory of one Magdalene de Is Crug, who 
ter omni- 4 
bus apparitionibus, R&icut inter reliqua de feſto 8. Michels 
multa commenti ſuntz In monte Gere, Afichaclem templum 


conſecri fe, & bovem confodiſle , qui eo die feſto araverat. Ego 
dixiſſe m: quid tibi cum monte Gargoro, cujus Domi nus eſt Rex 
Apuliz ! ty non e Michael, fed Diabolu: 


would 
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would break Veſſels, and ſet them together a- 
gain b bring ſateh Roſes in the Winter, and 
Snow in thc dutumet ; yea, and that which is 
mars 49 be admiged, whilſt the Body of tho 
Lord (Meaning the autward Ed. ments uſed by 
them, ot rather abuſed alter the Popiſh man- 
net) was cat tied about in the ſtreets, ſhe would 
cleave into two parts the Walls of the Mona- 
fixy, that ſhe might worſhip the Hoſt; and 
then again would make them unite. And this 
(ſaich he, further dilating of the dis junction 
of the Monaſtry) might be done not only by a 
meer deluſion, or a deceit 3 but alſa by local 
motion: for the Devil could open the Walls 
whilſt the Body of the Lord did pals by, and 
for that time ſuſtain the pile, leſt the tones 
hould fall out; and after with the ſame cele- 
rity and dexterity return them into their place 
again. Thus Villalpandws in his {ſecond Book, 
(that of Operative Magick) cbzp. 10. He was 
Doctor of Law, and Advocate for the King of 
Spain in one of his Courts; and hath written 
tour Books of the invocation of the Devilzthe 
{cond of which hath this Narrative. 

To conclude then this ſixth Caution; Let 
men be ware of making leight of God's ordi- 
nary Diſpenſations of Providence. Saul, who 
neglects a living Samuel, is puniſhed with a 
deadly one. The Fews, who would have Pro- 
vidence go out of its road in Chriſt's coming 
down from the Croſs, arc juſtly denied; ſo that 
their itch aftet an extraordinary Providence, 
proy'd a Plague-ſ@&e to themſclves. It was the 
fault of Thomas, who (aid, Except I ſhallſee y - 
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bands the print of the nails, aud put my finge#' 
into · the — the nails, ond ibru air fury 
t6 hi fide, I will net believe; Joh. 20. 25. Let 
that tacit- check ol Chtiſt given to him, be 
thought upon by us, u. 29. Becauſe thou' ha 
ſeen me, thow baſt believed : bleſſed are they that 
dave mot. ſeen, aud yet haue believed. 
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RAKE heed of inferring an intereſt in 
1 the ſpecial favour of God, becauſe of 
fome remarkable preſervations and deliveran- 
ces. I deny not, but external preſervations to 
ſome are argumentative of God's love. By hit 
I know (faith David) thow. favoureſt me, becauſe 
mine enemy doth not triumph over me, Plal,q1.11. 
I dare not aſſert David to be out in the con- 
cluſion, when I conſidet the premiſes; for, be 
was 4 man after. God own heart, and had an in- 
tereſt in the Lord's Promiſes general, and pit · 
ticular made to himſelf. The waters theretore 
paſſing through ſuch a channel, are of another 
tang than other waters which flow into the 
ciſterns of men void of grace, and deſtitute of 
a right to Divine Promiſes. Providence 
good to thoſe who are bad, and continue ſo- 
Jeboaſh in his minority was wonderfully pres 
terved from the butchering-fury of Athaliah, 
2 Cbron. 22. 10, 11. and yet he who was ſo pre- 
{erved toa wonder, becomes an Apoſtate from 
God. and: Goodneſs, cven to an amazement, 
8 N 2 Gbron: 
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2 Chron, 24. 17, 18, I make no queſtion, but 
better men in point of moral goodneſs than 
Sbimei and Foab, dyed of the Plague in David's 
time. The 107: Pſalm is a Treatiſe of Divine 


. Providewce by way of preſervation and delivet- 


ance from: dangers. Judicious Calvin there ex- 
tends the — of God to men in common, 
bad as well as good; the bad are not excluded, 
though the good may be more eminently in- 
cluded, There are four forts of deep difficul- 
ties, out of which men are, when Providence (0 
pleaſcth, refcued by an eminent hand of Pro- 
vidence. 
1. Perilous journeys, ere men are returne 
to places of their habitation. from which they 
have been held by reaſon of captivity. This 
from v. 1, to 10. 6 

2. Grievoys impriſonments, ſo that little 
hope of life, as in Peter's caſe, Afs 12. This from 
v. 10, to 17. : 

3. Sore afflictive diſcaſes : from v.17, to 23. 
4. Dangerous ſtotrms and te mpeſts at ſea: 
ſrom v. 23, to 33. 

Now trom this diſtribution or diviſion of 
-davgers, it may be argued, If all ſuch who 

have had God's Providcnce propitious towards 
them iu Journeys, Priſons, Sickneſs, Tempeſts 
at Sea, ſhall he reupon inter a true and undoubt- 
ed right to the diſtinguiſhing · grace of God in 


- Jeſus Chriſt, they will build upon a Sandy- 


toundation, The beſt way then is, tolook to 
this, That we be truly good, and ſo all things 


ſhall work together for good, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Rom. 8, 26. 
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8.1 VE not.way to groundleſs and lu- 


perſtitious conoeits about ſome Diſpen- 
ſations of; Providence. Some are for obſerving a 
Providence as ſuch, or according to a gloſs or con- 
ſtruction of their fancy put on it. They are ſu- 


perſtitiouſly ſerious abuut triſles, and trifle about 


ſerious matters. Squibs and Crackers of theit 
own make, are more dreaded, than the thun- 
dering Artillery of Heaven. Mr. Perkins on 
the Third Commandment, faith thus of Su- 
perſtition: It is an opinion conceited of the works 
of God's Providence, the reaſon whereof can neither 
be drawn cut of the word of God, nor the whole 
courſe of Nature: As for example; That it is u. 
luckje for one in the morning to put on bis ſpos 
awry ; or, To put the tft ſpos on the right foot; 
To ſneeze in drawing on bis ſhoves ; To have Sal 
fall towards him; To bave @ Hare croſt bim; To 
bleed ſome few drops of blood; To burn on the 
right ear, Again, That it is contrarily good luck, To 
find old Iron, To have drink ſpilled on bim; For 
the left ear to burn; To pare our nails on ſome 
certain day of the week; To dream of ſome certain 
things. Thus that man of God (who is ſaid to 
be one of the men who taught Engliſh-meu 
how to worſhip God) adjudged fuch fancies to 
be far from true worſhipping of God, There is 
one valgar Obſervation which is not by the 
forenamed Author expreſly nominated z bat 
too freequently heeded by ſuch who are bet- 
ter vers d in the tranſmitted principles wen 
| in 
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kind of traditional Catechiſm, than in the 
Bible, and that is this, viz. A black concluſion 
inferred, from the Rats or Mice cating clothes, 
or wearing-apparel z no leſs than the death of 
the party is now concluded: And becauſe ſuch 
Principles as above-named are ſo rooted in the 
hearts of ſome; I ſhall in a little ſpeak to this 
laſt ; for a meer nomination of this erroneous 
conccit, is not accounted a confutation by ſuch 
Iynaro*s : Firſt then, It is not denied, but that 
the Providence of God reacheth to the Rats and 
the Mice: which creatures he doth uſe ſome- 
times as very remarkable ſcourges to the ſons 
of men. There is a received 
Rory of a Biſhop in Germany, Multis hæc quidem fabulofa 
who in a time of Famine ſhut — at turris on 
many poor Milcreants in a Mutlbrs namen of , un 
— and ſo cauſed the fire — * 3338 _ 
to be kindled about them, and tanta Epiſcopi immanitate 
pleaſed himſelf with their teſtimonium dicit. 44d. 
doleful cries, ſaying, Hark bow cent. 10. c. 10. 
theſe Mice do «ry; how after, 
this man of blood was purſued by Mice, inſo- 
much that he built an houſe in the River 
Rheine, to ſecure himſelf; yet there the Ver- 
mine followed him with an arreſt from Hea- 
ven, ſwimming through the water, and ſo de- 
youred the Devourer. In 2 Sam. 6.4. there is 
mention made of Golden Mice which the 
Prieſts and the Diviners ordered to be ſent 
with the Ark; and the reaſon we have in u, 54 
where it's ſaid, Ie hal make Images of your 
Emerods, and Images of your Mite, that marr the 
land. By this it appears, that God puniſhed 
Ll 2 them 
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them in their Barns and Fields by Mice, as 
well as in their Bodies by Diſeaſes. Providence 
by Mice doth tame the pride of the Philiftie- 
Lords. An Army of Mice doth more than an 
Army of Iſraelites. ( 2.) Though Providence 
extends to the Rats and Mice; yet marring 
and (pailing the Garment by ſuch, is not a 
prognotiick of death. For (1.) it's proper and 
commmon to theſe creatures to waſte and ſpoil, 
Hunger makes them bresk through ſuch (oft 
walls. Cato, When one made a doleſul com- 
plaint, that a Rat had gnawn his Hoſt; replied, 
It was no marvel; but much more, it his Hoſe 
had gnawo the Rat, (2.) Mey not that be 
ſometimes imputid tc the Rat and the Mice, 
which may cauſaliy be charg'd on the ſloveneſs, 
and negligence of pai ties in point of due cite 
had about their garn, ents? (3.) There may be 
a Catechizing- Providence for ſome fin in and 3. 
bout the very clothes eaten. As God prepared 
a Worm, and ate down the Guord with which 
Jonab too much pleaſed himſelf, Fonzb 4.6, 7. 
So it may hold Here by way of analogy and 
this caſualty may bring to remembrance Pride, 
Oppricſhon, or fame other ſin; or may be in- 
duct ve of Libcrality ; the Garment may ſerve 
ſome other: And thus an im roving ot the 
Providence may do good to the foal, and bring 
on God's bie ſſing the morcz yea, to the length- 
ning forth of lite, it Providence ſee fit; and 
theu its far from being a neceflary prognoſtick 
of death. (4) Whatever ſome urge as to the 
veritying of the thing trom experience, I have 
. krown the contrary in one, who is leſt only 
| alive 
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alive of the whole Family; and yet that party 
ſo left, had his Garment eaten, to the wonder- 
ing ot ſome, conſidering the circumſtances, 
when, where, and how, The beſt way then is 
to ſecure the Wedding-gatment, ſpoken of Mat. 
22. 12. No Rats, no, not the great Rat of Hell, 
ſhall gnaw this to pieces. He need not dread a 
Winding; ſheet, who is clothed with Chriſi's 
Right eouſneſs. 
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9. "ENSURE not raſh'y, or wickedly, 

the works of Providence, It's no leis 
dangerous, than fooliſh, to ſhoot arrows a- 
gainſt the Heavens. God's works call for 
man's veneration, not blaſphemous aſperſion, 
It was well ſpoken by Elibx ou God's behalt: 
Behold, God cxalteth by bis power : who teacheth 
hke bim? Wh» bath enjoined him bis way? Or 
who can ſay, Thon bait wrought iniquity * Re- 
member that thou magnifie his work which men 
bebold, Job 36. 22, 23, 24, Now, more parti · 
cularly, take heed ot cenſuring, 

1. The work of God's long-(uffering to- 
wards the Sons of Violence and Fraudulence. 
There arc, who break, in piece the Lord's pecple, 
afflic his heritage, ſlay the widow and the ſtranger, 
and murder the fatberleſs, Plal, 94. 5,6,7. and yet 
no rcaton to attaque Providence, as they in Mal. 
3.15. And now we call the proud bappy yea, 
they thit work wickedneſs, are ſet up; yea, they 
that t.mpt God are even delivered. 
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3. The work of God's diſtinguiſhing-Mercy 
towards ſome, let not this be branded as Inju- 
ſtice, Partiality, or Reſpect of perſons, The 
Lord is righteous in all bis ways, and boly in al bis 
works, Plal. 145. 17. That clauſe, Friend, Id 
bee no wrong, Mat. 20. 13s will be fully untid- 
led one day. 

3. The remarkable irradiations, or beamings 
forth of Providence in matters. Providence did 
notably own Nebemiab in that good work he 
was about; yet Samballat, Tobiab, and Geſhem, 
(faith he) laughed us to ſcorn, and deſpiſed us, and 
ſaid, What is this tbing that ye do? Will ye rebel 
againſt the king, Neh. 2. 19. How was Chriſt af+ 
fronted by the Phariſees? He caſtetb out ( ſay 
they) devils through the prince of the devils, Mat. 
9.34. Thus when the Apoſtles were full of the 
poo of the Holy Ghoſt, ſome mocked, ſaying, 
Theſe men are full of new wine, Acts 2.13. Men 
would do well therefore to remember that 
prohibition, Exod, 20. 16. Thon ſhalt not bear 
falſe witneſs againſt tby neighbour : If not againſt 
thy neighbour, then not againſt the God of 
thy neighbour, 5 
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SECT. X. 


L Beware of extreams about Provi- 
dence. Extreams are of two forts: (1.) In 
Opinion, (2.) Ia Practiſe. (1.). In Opinion; 
and ſo ſome deny the concourſe of the firſt 
Cauſe with ſecond Cauſes, And others, on the 
other hand, affitm the firſt Cauſe alone to work 
at 
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at the preſence of ſecond Cauſes. Both theſe 
Extreams ate -oppugned and expugned by 
thoſe learned men who write polemically of 
Providence. It's not my purpoſe to be contro- 


verſal. Beware then of Extreams in practiſe. 


Some come not up to duty, referring to this or 
that Diſpenſation of Providence. Others run be- 
yond their duty. Men keep not the King of 
Heaven's high-way, but go aſide on the right 
hand or on the leſt ; and ſo Providence hath not 
their company. A Providence very eminent there 
was, in the return of thoſe ſent to ſpy out the 
Land of Canaan : but how are the people affect - 
ed / One while, Let u makg us 8 Captain, and let 
w return into Egypt, ſaid they one to another, 
Numb.14 4, Another while ſay they, Lo we be 
here, and will go up unto the place which the Lord 
bath promiſed, v.40. God in his Providence ſets 
up Saul to be King; ſome deſpiſed him, and 
brought him no Preſents, 1 Sam. 10.27. Others 
were too hot and furious, and would have the 
King's robe dipt in blood; Bring the men, ſay 
they, that we may put them to death, 1 Sam, 
11. 12. Peter faith , Thow ſhalt never waſh my 
feet, Joh. 13. 7, 8. and after, Lord, not my feet 
only, but alſo my bands and my bead, v. 9. Men 
have ground therefore to be watchful againſt 
extreams in matters: for, lame feet in not go- 
ing after a Providence; and Hind's feet in out- 
running a Providence, become not judicious 
Chriſtians, | 
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Having ſpokgn to the Direfions cautionary ; I come 
in tbe next place to give a draught or ſummary 
of the DireCtions pofitive : And here, without 
4 large Preamble, take them as following iu their 
ſeveral SECTIONS, for the clearer under- 
ftanding of them. 


SECT. L 


I. ESOLVE to take a ſerious view of 
the Lord's Providential Diſpenſations. 
A well-biafſed Reſolution is the Spring of Adi: 
on. To the end therefore thou mayelt be in 
good earneſt, conſider of the Incentives or 
Motives, which are as followeth. 

1. To note and obſerve the Works of God's 
Providence, is a commanded duty. Men arc 
not left to a lake-warm indifferency, whe- 
ther they will oblerve or no, God hath other» 
wiſe diſcovered himſelf in his word. Fer.7.12. 
But go ye now unto my place which was in Shilob, 
where I did ſet my name at tbe firſt, and ſee what I 
did to it for the wickgdneſs of my people Iſrael. 
Here ate two things: (1.) What God did do, 
(2.) What they are to do. The Lord he works, 
and they are not to be idle, but to take a view 
of His work, by taking a journcy in their Me- 
ditat ions to Sbilob, In Rev. 6. when the Book 
tnete of the Lord's Secrets is tu be opened in a 
way of Providential Diſpenſation, there is 2 
{ Come and ſee ]; a light indeed not to be 
il-ghicd ; tor obſerve, the | Come and ſee ] is 
more than trebled, v. 1, 3,4, 7. R-petitions of 
- chings 
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things in Scripture, as they may intimate our 
dulneſs, ſo the weight or importance of things 


thus repeated, But, 


2. As it is commanded - work to obſerve the 
Lord's out · goings in his Provide nee; ſo it's com- 
mended, and that three ways : (1) By the 
variety of terms uſed to cxpreſs this duty. 
There ſeems to be a depth, when fo many fa- 
thom of Cordage go to the ſounding of this 
duty. An heap of words there are to tet forth 
the excellency and emphatical importance of 
it. Thus in IIa. 41, 10, That they may ſee, and 
Nom, and conſider, and underſtand togetber. ( 2. )It 


is coinmendcd to us from the Author, whole 


works we are to take a view of, Come and ſee 
the worky of God, ſaith the Pſalmij, Pal. 66. 5, 
What more in the World than the curious ar- 
tice of the Divine Atttibutes, ſhould court 
the eyes of men to dwell on? And laſtly, It's 
commended from the Practiſe of God's Saints. 
It is commendable to do, not as the molt do, 
but as the beſt do, By faith the elders obtained 
a good report, Hb. 11. 2. That faith there is 
comprehenſive of Providence for its object, as 
the Excmplitications given in the Chapter do 


give us to underſtand. It's recorded to the 


commendation of Mary, That (he had an ob- 
ſervant cye qa the Providence of God, Luke 2.19, 
3, In the third place, The ljogular advanta- 
ges which attend the due obſet vation of Divine 
Providence, do invite to this duty. If a man 
will conſult his own good, here is the way, 

and this is the dore: For, 
I, By a wile obſerving God's Providence, a 
man 
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man is the more furthered in the knowledg of 
God. Maxasſſeb in the School of Providence is 
taught what he learnt not before. Providence 
fetters him, and kicks him, as a Ball, as far as 
Babylon; and there he is catechiſed, ſo as it is 
faid of him, Then Manaſſeb knew that the Lord 
be was God, 2 Chron, 33.11,12,13, Holy Fob, 
though a knowing-man, hath his knowledg 
elevated, He learnt that on the Dung-hill, 
which he did not in his Mannor-houſe: I have 
beard ( faith he to God) by the bearing of the 
ear : but now mine eye ſeeth thee, Job 42. $, 

2, Hereby a man is the better armed againſt 
fin. Providence, in a way of mercy, is a good 
Rhetorician to diſſwade from fin. Did not thy fa- 
tber (it's ſpoken to Sballum) eat, and drink, and 
do judgment, and juſtice, aud then it wa well with 
bim? Jer. 22. 15. And Providence in way of 
wrath, may ſerve as a counter-poyſon againſt 
fin. He may weil be afraid of the black coal of 
fin, knowing how Providence hath made it a 
burning-coal to the finner, as to Sodom of old: 
fee 2 Pet. 2.6, ſec alſo Neb, 13.25, 26. 1 Cor. 10, 
7,8,9,10. Moreover, the obſerving of Provi- 
dence doth antidote againſt tin, as a man deſerts 
not ſinfully his appointed ſtat ion, knowing that 
there is a Providence of God watching over his 
people. Should ſuch a man as I flee, faith Nebe- 
miab, ch. 6. v.11? This good man's heart was 
not in his heels; for his eyes were fix't on God's 
Providence, ſec v. 9, and 14. A like inſtance we 
have in Luke 13.31, 32. But laſtly, A man learns 
not to venture on fin for releaſe from troubles, 
and for the obtaining of good things, _— 
ene 
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the variety of ways that Providence hath to hel 
without a man's fin. Thus David will not kil 
King for a Kingdom; the knowledg of the 
variety of ways which Providence had to ſend 
$axl out of the world, is a pull-back to David. 
The Lord (faith he) ſhall ſite bim, or bis day 
ſhell come to dye, or be ſhall deſcend into battel and 

i, 1 Sam. 26. 10, 

3. A third Advantage by obſerving Provi- 
dence, is, Calmneſs and quiet neſs of ſpirit in the 
midſt of an unquiet world, As he who can ſwim 
well, is in the midſt of curled waves; he is in 
them, but they are not in him: ſo he who 
hath an holy dexterity ia ſwimming in the ſeg 
ol Providenea, the better bears out, and bears up; 
he is in trouble, but trouble is not compara- 
tively in him, as in others. He may ſometimes 
take in a mouth · ſull of briniſn - water, but not 
a belly - full. In Fſal. 46. we have a deſcription 
of the Churches troubles; the beatben raged, the 
kingdoms were moved, v. 6. yet we will not fear, v. 
2. And what is the ground of this fearleſneſs, 
or compoſedneſs of ſpirit? That we have in 
v. 7, and 8. The Lord of Hoſts is with us : the God 
of Facob is our refuge, Selab. Come, bebold the 
works of the Lord, &c. It's (aid of David, when 
the people talk*t of ſtoning him, he enconraged 
bimſelf in the Lord bis God, 1 Sam. 30. 6, The 
fiery furnace of the zcalous King for his Image, 
ſets not the ſpirits of Sbadrach, Meſech, and A- 


beduego, into a combuſtion; they have a cool ſpi- 


rit, though warm towards God; and caſt them + 
ſelves on the Providence of God, being perſwa- 
ded that God would one way or other period 
: g | the 
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the controverſie, Dan. 3. 16, 17, 18. 
Laſtly, Hereby the way of going out of the 
world, is rendred the more eaſie and pleaſant, 
by obſerving the gracious out-goings of Provi- 
dence towards a man in the world. He may 
cheerfully go through death's dark Entry, who 
hath had experience before of the Lord's com · 
pany with him in the vale and ſhadow of death. 
Good Jacob on his death-bed. looks. back on 
the ſeries or chain of God*®s Providence towards 
him, and looks forward by faith to Providence, 
as the Trufice for his poſterity. He bleſſed bs 
ſepb, and ſaid, God before whom my fathers Abra- 
bam and Iſaac did walk, the God which fed me al 
my life long unto this day, the Angel which redeem- 
ed me from all evil, bleſs tbe lads, &c. Gen. 48. 
15,16. David being likewiſe to leave the 
world, hath an eye on what God had done for 
him, and on what he would do for his Family ; 
ſo in 2 Sam. 23. there is a recognition, or ac- 
count taken of what God had done for David, 
v. 1. and in 7,5, David caſts an eye on the Lord's 
Promile, à fruitful Sced plot of gracious Di- 
ſpenſations: Altbough (ſaith he) my bowſe be not 
ſa with God, yet be hath made with me an everlaſt- 
ing Covenant, ordered in all things, and ſure, al- 
thougb be make it not to grow. And thus the way 
to dye comtortab'y, as well as to live holily, is 
to obletve God's Providence jadicioully. 


SECT. 
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8 E C UR E an iatereſt or propriety in the 
0 God of Providence, as recondiled- to the 
| ſoul in and“ through eſus Chriſt. What the 
marrow of divine bleſſing is, Peter gives us to 
underſtand in that Sermon of his made to the 
Jews, 4d, 3. 26. Unto you firſt God baving rai- 
ſed up bis Son Feſus, ſent bim to bleſs you, in turu- 
ing away every one of yen from bis iniquities. All 
outward bleſſings (as they are commonly ter- 
med) ate but dry bones, if this marrow of 
pardoning- grace be wanting. Luther calls all 
the Turkiſh Magniticence, Wealth, Power, but 
a crumb caſt to a dog. Varniſh (they ſay) is no 
cofour, yet it ſets off colours, puts a beauty on 
them: a propriety in God, that varniſheth all 
the outward blefſings of God. This draws a 
golden thred through all thy Creature- com- 
forts, Thy food, thy health, thy rayment, thy 
relations, become double bleſſings this way; 
yea, thy wants, thy ſickneſs, thy reproaches, 
have loſt their ſtings 3 for if God be. thine, theſe 
are thine for thy good. The Covenant of 
Grace hath made an happy converſion of trou- 
'bles into Medicines; and Providence hath un- 
dertaken the Cure; a Phyſician able enough 
to perform what is fo undertaken, To ſum up 
all then, Good reaſon is there to look after this 
intereſt in God as reconciled: ſor, (1.) Chriſt- 
leſs ones have no ſolid ground of any comfor- 
table hopes in God, Epbeſ. 2.1 3. (.) They who 
have God for their God, have a filial right to 

the 
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the Promiſes, which have gracious Providenti · 


al diſpenſations in the belly of them: they can 
go to God the Fountain of Providence, and have 
their bottles filled. I will (faith David) coy «to 
God moſt bigh, unto God that performeth all things 
for me, He ſhall ſend from beaven, and ſave me, 
c. Pſal. 57. 2, 3. yea, they have a pledg given 
them, That their very ſtripes inflicted by Pro- 
vidence ſhall be healing ones: ſo much doth that 
intimate in Eſal. 89. 30, 31, 32. 


4 


SECT, III. 


3-C3 ET more and more acquaintance with 
the holy Scriptures, in order to protici+ 

ency in the School of Divine Providence, Let the 
word of Cbriſt dwell in you richly, in all wiſdom, 
is Pauls Doctrine, Col. 3. 16. If God's Word 
be received as our Inmate, we ſhall not be ſuch 
ers to Providence as others are; and that, 

(I.) Becauſe the Scripture hath a finger to unty 
the hard knots of Providence. A parallel or like 
Exemplification, or ſomething by way of im- 
plication, is contained in the Scriptures which 
gives light to a dark diſpenſation, and ſo gives 
72 to ſay in this pal, as is ſaid Eceleſ. 1,10, 
tbere any thing whereof it may be ſaid, See, 
this is new? It batb been of old time, &cc. (2.)The 
' reaſon why ome arc fo baffled and troubled 
about ſome Diſpenſations, is from not under- 
ſtanding the Werd of God aright. He that ſhall 
miſtake a Promiſe, will be upon a temptation 
to 
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to quarrel at a Providence. The promiſe to 
David's ſeed, had its primary reference to the 
Math the Son of David; and for lack of ſo 
conſidering of it, no wonder if trouble riſe 
high in an Iſraelite's breaſt, when David's Fa- 
mily in regard of external magnificence falls 
low : ſee Pſal. 89. 35. with tbe following verſes. 
The Prophet there, or Pen- man of that Pſalm, 
makes a ſad complaint, whilſt an eye is had 
upon deſolations there ſpoken of; not that he 
doth accuſe the Almighty of inconſtancy, but 
makes his moan to God by reaſon of a ſeeming 
claſhing of Providence with the Promiſe.Senſe 
and Reaſon do ſometimes raiſe a duſt, but Faith 
allays all; and the Prophet's ſtorm ends in a 
calm, v. 5 2. Bleſſed be the Lord for evermore, A- 
men, and Amen, (3.) For want of a ſound and 
ſavoury acquaintance with the Word, a Provi- 
dence is little improved, yea, miſimproved. That 
Diſpenſation that ſhould open the eyes, ſhuts 
them. Abab chargeth the troubles of Iſraet 
on Elijab; but by the light from the Word, 
he might have gone into Obadiab's hiding- 
hole, and ſeen there the ejected Prophets, and 
then concluded who did trou- 


ble Iſrael. The Heathen in the $1 Ibers aſcendit ad mo- 
nia, fi Nilus non aſcendit 


calamities which befel the rs, ES 
Empire, to the Chriſtians, and ſtatim Chriſtianos ad leo- 


primitive times attributed the 
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to the neglect of the worſhip- nes. Tert. in Apolog. 


ping their Idols, which the 

Chriſtian Religion did forbid, and ſo in a man- 
ner ſacrific'd their Heatheniſh Sacrifices. In 
Qucen Mary's days, the Hereticks, (as they 
ö wete 
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were termed ) were cry'd out on, as the cauſe 
why the Queen's Affairs did not proſper. have 
read ſomewhere, how the Princes in G 

at an Aſſembly, imputed the cauſe of their ca- 
lamities, to the not decking ot their Churches, 
and ſetting up of Images in them for excite- 
ments to devotion. A poor improvement of 
their calamities! as if the finger of Provi- 
dence. pointed at nothing but at Beſoms, Pen» 
* cils, and carving-tools! I may well therefore 
commend to men that of Solomon, Prov. 19, 2, 
Alſo, that the ſoul be without knowledg, it is not 


good. And that of David, in Plal.19.8. The com- 


mandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning the 
eyes. Sce then thy thoughts be regulated by 
the holy Scriptures for as the ſilvedg to the 
cloath keeps it from ravelling out; ſa inſttu- 
ction from the Word will be a ſacred ſilvedg 
to man's imaginations, as they reſpect the Pro- 
vidence of God; it will prevent the ravelling 
forth into vanity, error, emptineſs. 
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SECT. IV. 


4. IT AVE a ready car to hear the good 
warming-torics of Providence from 
experienced Saints, Come ( (aith the Pſalmiſt } 
all ye that. fear God, and I will declare what be 
bath done for my ſoul, Plal. 66, 16, When it 
was a ſtumbling - ſeaſon with ſome at the Diſ- 
pe nſations of Providence, then they who feared 
. the Lord, ſpake,often one to another z and the Lord 
bearkned 
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bear kued and heard, and a book of remembranee was 
written before him, for them that feared tbe Lord, 
and who thought upon bis uam, Mal. 3, 16. Hcre 
is a book of remembrance for ſuch; who ſtudy 
the book of Divine Providence, *T were well if 
they who profeſs to fear God, would more 
think on God, his Word, Providences, that ſo 
their tongues might be 4 choice filver, and their 
lips feed many, as Solomon hath it, Prov. 10. 20, 21. 
Away we then to the rich Mine of Divine Pro- 
vidence, thete is Gold- Ore there; take it thence, 


and uſe it to the honour aud glory of the Lord 
of the Mine, ; 


63. * — 


SECT: . i 
„EN Jun E into the Ends, les, or 


meanings of Providential Diſpenſat ions. 
It is laid of Rebeccab, when the children ſtrug- 
led together within her, that ſhe went to enquire 
bf the Lord, Gen. 25.22, Shew me whetefore thou 
emtendeſt with me, laith that good man under 
the Harhmer of Providence, Job 10. 2. The works 
of the Lord are great, ſought out of all them that 
bave pleaſure thercin, Plal. 111. 2. 
Now it it be asked here, What may be the 
ends or uſet which Providence intend, ? 
I map reply, That as there ate vatiety of 
Diſpenſations, ſo of Ends and Uſes attending 
ſuch; yea, there may be various ends in one 
und the ſame Providence ( anderftand the word 
[Ends] as vulgarly uſed; and in a ſubordinate 
Mm ſenſe 
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ſenſe to God's glory, the great and laſt End.) 
This of the various Aſpects of Providence hath 
been before treated ot. 
membred, that whatever be lid of the Ends 
or Uſes of Providence, is not by way of oppoki- 


tion to the Word. Providence doth co- witneſs 
with the Vord. To tix a meaning on a Prori- 


dence which the holy Scriptures do article @- 


gainſt, is to falſifie, or be-lye a Providence. God's 
Providential Diſpenſations then may be conſi- 

dered, as they may (crve divers ways. 
1. By way ot Corfutation of {ome errone- 
ous conccit taken up. Providence is wnductive 
this way. Junius was ſtartled 


pientiam Dei ad out of his Atheiſm by a great 


: Joptimam ſcho- terror, being in danger of his 


life; and ſo in his flight to 


paraverat. Ro- 


gat Ruſticus, &c. In vita preſerve himſelf, lighted on 
Funii, p. 10. an houeſt plain man, who did 


ſurther a convincing- work, 28 
he declaret h in the (tory of his life, Some, who 
would not belicve the exiſtency of Witches, 
have been laſh't into another belief, when God 
ina wiſe and righteous Diſpenſation hath let 
looſe ſuch Dogs on them, To hold a wrong 
conceit, as | that a godly man dyes not of the 
Plague}; what is it, but to reproach Providence 
as it it abetted a Tertulus cenſure of God's 
ſervants, That they who ſodyed, were peſli- 
Jent tcliows. It may be obſerved, how men 
have been ſo driven at a pinch by a wiſe Provi- 
dence,as that their conceits about ſome matters, 
have fallen to the ground as rotten · ripe fruit 
tiom the Tree. When there were ſeveral con- 
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tending for the Popedom-ſhip, what becomes 
—2 inſallible Supremacy ? Who ſhall 
determine the caſe now? What is now a Ge- 
neral · Council in point of Juriſdiction? Gerſon 
lieps forth, and aſſerts the Vicar-ſhip to be 
removable authoritatively and juridically, ag 
he phraſet h it in his Book written De auferibi. 
litate Pa e ab Ecelefia. þ 
2. By way of Information and Confirma- 
tion, Fobn is. informed and confirmed, That 
Jeſus the Son of Mary is the Chriſt; and that 
by a Providence, in the Spirit's deſcending and 
remaining on Chriſt, Sohm 1. 33. Jobs Diſci- 
ples arc more fully infotmed and confirmed by 
what they ſee and hear, Mat. 11. 4, 5. That 
Providence referring to Cornelius, with thoſe at 
his houſe 3 the way of Peter's coming to them; 
and the giſts of the Holy Spirit poured forth 
on them might well leſſon, the Gentiles ad- 
miſſion to Goſpel- priviledges with the Fews, 
ee Adr 10. 47. «Ads 11. 18. The doctrine of 
man's inability to ſelf-converſion, hath its con- 
firmation in che School of Providence. Let men 
ſtate Converſion-work aright, wherein it con- 
ſiſtet h oblerve the hardne(s of men's hearts, 
notwithitanding ſoftning means, which are 
ſo when and where the Lord bleſſeth the 
means; let them hear the ſavoury and cxpe- 
timental Narratives of found Converts z and 
they may well be induced to give more line, 
than ſome will allow, to that ot Chriſt in Joh. 
6. 44. No man can come unto me, excipt the Fa- 
ther which hab ſent me, draw him. 


3. By way of Convidtion of, ox rouſing Ex · 
| M m 2 citation 
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citation ſrom ſote ſin or other in point oſ 


Practiſe. Though it be not the glaſs, as the 
Word; yet it may, as an hand, hold up the 

lafs before the face of the guilty. F»ſepb his 
brethren met with an awakening: Providence; in 
Egypt, Gen. 42.21. That in Job 36, is very pers 
tinent here: And if #h:y be bound in fetters,and 
be bolden in cords of affliddion ; then be ſheweth them 
#beir work, and their tranſgreſſions, that they have 
exceeded , be ope neth alſo their ear to diſcipline,and 
commandeth tbat they return from iniquity, v 8, 
9, 10. Prot idence then hath a way for acceſs to 
the conſciences af men; and that not only by 
general alarums, but by more particular and 
Temark:ble infinuations or winding), it I may 
ſo phraſc it. An inſtance we have in God's 
Providential dealing with Fonab: Thou bat 
bad pity i ſaith the Lord to troward Jonab) on 
the guord, for the which thou haſt not Iaboured, nei - 
ther madiſt it grow; which came up in @ night, 
and periſhed in a night : and ſhould not I ſpare Ni. 


nevch, &c.? Fon. 4.10.11. God doth uſher in 


a conviction of Jonab's unrealonable paſſion, 
even from the guord, in and about which there 
was a remark. ble diſplay of Providence both as 
to its growth and withering. To this of Je- 
nah, I ſhall add a ſtory out of Lutber's Poſtills. 
We read ſſaith he) of a certain Father, who 
by reaſon of impatience aud diſcontent at 
the provocations which did occur in the place 
of his abode, did purpole to ger him gone, and 
alone in peace live to God in a Wilderneſs, 
Where when he lived ſolitary, it hapned once, 
that his eatthen drinking-cup did — 
whic 
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which he by and by (ce up again,: this cup in 
like fort falls again, which be ſera up right. a« 
gain: and whenas it fell the third time, he (be- 
ing all in a feud or. paſſion) daſh-th ic on the 
ground, and it brok- iuto {wall | i*ces : but by 
and by be thinzing himiclf, Ala (faith he) I 
cannot have peace with my ſelf 84 ſee I have ſiuncd: 
and ne etal bio to the place of 
his formcr abode, notwithſtanding temptati- 
ons therc aud.ſo made jt his work to watch 
againſt. evil dc hargs, by exerciſing ſelſ-denial, 
and not by deſerting his place and ſtation. 
4 By Exemplary Caution. The wrathful 
Diipenſations of. Providence ate Warning mo- 
bons. The Lord is terrible in his doings, to 
the end he may not be further terrible, We 
have the doctrine aſſerted once and again God 
is terrible in bis works or doings towards the chil- 
dren of men, Pſal. 66. 3, 5. We have alſo the uſe 
of this doctrine, v. 7. Let not the rebelliow ex 
themſelves. Sclib;, Remember Lots Wife, ſaith 
Chriti, Luke 19.32. God ſpared not (lait h Peter) 
the ola world, but ſaved Noab the eighth perſon, a 
preacher of righteou| "ſs, bringing in th? flood upon 
the world of the ungodly ;, and turning the Cities of 
Sodom and Gomorrab into aſhes, condemned them 
with an overthrow, making them examplcs unto 
thoſe that ſhould after live wegodly, 2 Pct. 2 55 6. 
. By way of. Prohibition. Therc is a mo- 
tal prohibition from the word, Gen. 2 17. and 
there is a phyſical or natural one, when there is 
an impediment more or leſs in the way,as Che- 
rubims, which forbid an acceſs tothe Tree of 
Lite, Gen. 3.24, There is a prohibition which 1s 
M 3 mix“, 
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mixt, partly moral, and partly otherwiſe, $5 
Balaum, his way was perverſe, and withal the 
Angel oppoſed in the way of his journey, Num. 
22.32, Now here it muſt be xemembred, That 
every ſeerhiing-prohibition of Providence, doth 
not by and by beſpeak the evil of a man's way, 
Jacob tnet with an Eſan coming forth armed a+ 
gainſt himz he was not prohibited from, but 
warranted a returning into his Countre y, Gen. 
32.5. However, where man meets with Pro 
pidence as checking 4 man's courkes, eſpecivily 
if a fignal check, ot ſeries and chain of checks, 
there is great reaſon to conſider of man 
ways, to gtfiſt from what appeats to be finfut; 
and tw give God thie glory of ſachs 'chetking? 
5 ena tion, which hath its dbuble confiders 
jon; (r.) As it looks With 2 ſtern and full 
countenance on the ſubſtange, matter, ot nas 
tute of the thing about which æ man is con- 
verſant ; ſo in Fonad's cafe, when he play's the 
patt'of a Runagate from his God that Tanßbiſp: 
voyage the very Heavens frown bn, and leave 
not trowing till the Ship is unloaded of its li- 
viog-burden, Jon. 1. 3,415. (2.) As it looks 
on the circumſtances attending the action. Ari 
inſtance for this in Dafs $864 intention t6 
bring again the Ark; the work was gobl 'and 
laudabte, yet a checking-Providence there” is in 
the Lord's ſmiting Vzz2b; and that checking- 
Providence reſpects the omiſſion of a weight 
circumltance, or an innovation in bringing u 
the Ark; for ſo it's ſaid to the chief of the 
fathers of the Levite : For becauſe ye did it not 
at the firſt, the Lord our God made a breach upon 
| FP 
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w, for that we ſought bim not after the due or- 
der, 1'Chroh. 15. 13. Thus, whether Provi- 
dence be prohibitive abſolately as to the mat- 
ter, or limitedly as to fome circumſtance or 
other 3 it concerns man, under ſuch frowning- 
aſpects of Providence, to take a ſurvey, and ac- 
cordingly to demean himſelf, 

6. By way of Encouragement. There are 
encouraging Providences to duty, Theſe may 
reſpeQ, (1.) Doing-work, which may be 
more common or ſpecial, When God calls to 
more than ordinary work, he vouchſafeth more 
than ordinary encouragement. So it was with 
Moſes, Exod, 4. 2, to g Joſhua had an encoura- 
ging Viſton by Jericho; Joſh. 5.13; So the Apo- 
tiles went forth, and preached every where, the 
Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with ſigns following, Mark 16.20. (2. ) Suffering - 
work. Much of God's Providence there is by 
way of preparation and corroboration to be 
obſerved ; ſo in Kev,2. 10, there is tore warning 
given, and conſequently a ſore arming. 

7, By way of Supportation and Conſolation 
under Ditfhcultics, Diſtreſſes, Aſflictions. There 
ate ſupporting · conſolations, or conſolatory- 
ſupportat ions. This bread is broken to the ſons 
and daughters of ſorrows. The Supports and 
Conlolations are of two forts (if 1 may ſo di- 
ſtinguiſh them), (1) Internal The Lord fcalts 
his children, whilſt wicked ones would Giarve 
them, ruin them. The Father of Spirits makes 
out Himſelf to their ſpirits. Chriſt hath his 
Banqueting-houſe for thoſe of His who are 
without a certain habitation, Cant. 2. 4. with 

Mm 4 2 Cor. 
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2 Cor. 4. 11. When men frown, God ſmiles, A 
joy there is, and no one taketb it from them, John 
16. 22. It is reported of Philip the Landſgrave, 
who was confined by the Emperor Charles the 
fifth, That being asked, What ſupported him, 
and cheered him in that condition? He an- 
ſwered, ſaying, I feel the divine comforts of the 
Martyrs, Bat, (2.) There are Supports and 
Comtorts External, as when the Lord in his 
Providence doth iſſue matters comfortably for 
them. So in the caſe of enemies, when God 
works, and ſo works, even to the amazement 
of wicked ones, {o as they may be ready to (ay 
to Providence, as the Devils to Chriſt, Art thou 
come to torment us before the time ? Mat.$.29. and 
this is that which is implied in David's praycr, 
Pſal.86,17. Sber a toben for good, that they which 
hate me, may ſee it, and be aſhamed, beczuſe thou, 
Lord, baſt bolpen me, and comforted me. 

8. By way of Direction. There axe the 
leadings of Providence; but theſe are ſubordi- 
nate tothe Word, not repugnant to it. The 
Word is the Rule ruling 3 Providence, as a Di- 
rectory, is the Rule ruled. As therefore the 
Rule of che Word is partly through the weak- 
neſs of ſome on the one hand, and partly 
through the perverſneſs of others on the other 
hand, too much neglected, and diſregarded ; 
ſo in like fort the light of Providence, partly 
through the weak apprehenſion of ſome, and 
the perverſe perception of others, is little heeds 
ed 45 it ought to be, We do not find that the 
chief Prictjs and S:ribes did make enquiry af- 
ey Ee though they Vers Yarumes by tos 

| 2 Wilc- 
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Wiſe - men's coming to Feruſalem, ſo to have 
done; they, being conſulted by Herod, point 
out the way to Bethlebem to the Wiſe-mea 
who. as they were awakened by the Starr they 
ſaw in the Eaſt z fo they are led by a Providence 
to Jeruſalem; there they have light from the 
Sacred Oracle, where Chriſt was to be born 
and after, going to Bethlebem, they have a fight 
of the Start again which they ſaw in the Eaſt. 
The leading of them by the Starr, had its ami- 
cable aſpect to, and with, the Sacred Oracle, 
reſolving where Chritt ſhould be born. And 
though the Lord do not now-a-days provide 
Starts to guide men in their ordinary Aﬀairs; 
yet there are the becks, indigitations, the 
twinkling - rays of Providence in matters to be 
heeded tor direction. I could enlarge here on 
this Head; but becauſe this Treatiſe ſwells, it 
may ſuffice to have pointed at the pointings of 
Providence, as holding a correſpondence with 
the Word, which is the Chriſtian · man's Dire- 
Rory tor his Affairs and Concernments. 
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6. N EE up an holy Communion with 
God in his Diſpenſations. If Providence 

have a tongue to ſpeak, and that divers ways, as 
hath been ſhewed in the fore-going Section; 
then men ſhould haye an ear to hear: So had 
Cornelius, as he declares to Peter, Acts 10, 33. 
Ii's the higheſt piece of incivility, to ſlight — 
* | Vilits 
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Vilits and Letters of Providence, As it is man's 
wiſdom to enquire into the ends of God's Diſ- 

tions; ſo it is his folly to go no farther 
than enquiry. An holy conformity ſhould be 
the reſult or iſſue of enquiry, To know this or 
#bat to be the End of God in a Diſpenſation, 
and yet to ſtand a-loof from a.conformity to, 
or compliance with ſuch an End, is double 
iniquity. Let it be thy care then, O man, ho- 
ever thou art, ſeriouſly to conſider what Ex- 
tand or Meſſage this or that Diſpenſation hath 
to thy ſoul , hear it awfully, and obey it fully; 
ſo ſhall God have the glory of his Falle 
* thy Soul the comfort of thy ſo · perſormed 
a duty. | 
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7. T Oo after encreaſe of Grace, in or- 
| Jer to the better bearing of Providen- 
tial Diſpenſations. The Apoſtle Paul calleth 
on the Epbefians, and in them on others, To 
be firong in the Lord, aud iu tbe power of bis might, 
Eph, 6. 10. And good reaſon is there to mind 
this: for weak Bottles are not fit for the new 


and ſttong Wine of Diyine Dilpenſations. A 


painted man bears not a real Burden , and a 
real Man- child can better hold a Rattle in his 
hand, than carry a Faggot on his back. Emi- 
nency, as well as reality of Grace, is the Chri- 
ſtian's concernment z and: this appears, if an 
eye be had, (i.) To the eminency or height of 


a Divine 
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a Divine Diſpenſation. There is ſometimes an 
Iſaae- trial, and a man fad hetd of an UAbra- 
bam's faith. A Gokiab-difficulty calls for the 
— and ſpirit of 2 Dari, e. 
longs have ad hard task to follow à Providence 
up the hill. (.) To the varitty of Diſpenſa- 
tions. Proſperity and Adverfity do often take 
their tarns, Ic NO eaſie matter to manage 
wiſcly variety of conditions. © Fob (peaks' of 
the ſceret f God om bis taber nacli, Job 2. 4. 
and again, He ( God) bath hoſed wy ord, ant 17> 
fied me, Job 30. 11. He hath need of a ** 
graces, wid may take # Fob by the hand in 
point of various diſpenfations! (3. To the fud- 
denncfs' or unexpectedneſt of a Diſpen ſation. 
Weak bodieFare not fo capacitated to bear fad- 
den changes in Diet, Air, Apparel, as thoſe that 
be ſtrong and vigorous. & ſudden Affliction 
may preis a man too low and an unexpected 
Mercy may fit 4 mat too High. He had need 

eyes, and ſitong bralns, who is taken 
out of a dark Dungeon, and ſet on the top of 
a” Pytimid or high Tower. Jonah had an un- 
expected guord 3 and that which came up ins 
night, periſhed hi a nigbi, Jonah 410. How is he 
tranſþ6tted beyond ſobriety under the guord- 
diſpenfation !- He who was exceeding glad, 
was excetding angry 3 his exceſſive joy is at- 
tended with inordinate ſorrow and diſcontent 
of heart: Let then the cbnfideration of the 
height, variety, ſuddenneſs, of Providential 
Diſpenſations, be an excitement to look after 
an encreaſe of grace the exerciſe of grace en- 
creaſed, and a further encreaſe of grate exerci- 
nd SECT. 
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K EE P a good Conſcience) in following 
the work of the place or ſtation where- 

in Providence hath ſet thee, It is fajd of Jacob, 
that he ſet pilled od before the ocks,and the 
flocks conceived . heſorg the gods, and brought. 
2 cattel ing · raked, ſpeckled, and ſpot ted, 
n. 30.38, 39 The application of. this is caſie; 
Set before thine eyes the good examples ot ſuch 
who have minded the work of their places; 
and imitate them; Above all exzmples, forget 
not that of Chtiſt, Tabu 17, 4. I haue glorified 
thee on earth, I bays finiſhed the work which tho 
gaveſt me 0 do, There. is. a work, which. every 
one is to make copſgicnge of, and ſo to gloritie 
Gqg ia minding that work -Megilratts are to 
$i, ling in the fear of the, Lara, 2 Sam. 23.3 


They who 5. ads in regard ot E. Places, 
are uot to be De dig in regard of their Admini- 
ſtrati i By not as others before him, 


becauſe of the ſear of the;Lord, Neb.5.i5, A- 
gain, Church-mey are to mind their work ; 


Poul had his , conperſation in ſunplxity and godly 
fencerity,a Cor. i wot ns jugs 12 the Lord's 
ninyard, i Cor. 11 10. He writ as well as preach's, 
though a priſoner, yet bis pen is at liberty for 
the ſct vice of the Church, G. . G. 3 2. he gives 
not off driving the G upel · N. il ono way, when 
there was no dtiving of it another. Laſtly, This 
concerns SN ſtexs, Children, Servants, 
to conſider, how they move in the Ack or 
Schu xe of their teſprctive ſtations - No p 
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ſo mean, but a perſon may gloriſie God in it. 
Obedience to God in the place where Providence 
hath fixcd a perſon, is better than Sacrifice out 
of it. Luther hath in his Poſtile what illufirgtes 
the matter in hand; with which, | conclide 
this Section. 4 certain Howſholder bath « Wife, 
Darghter, Son, Maid ſervant,” and. Man-ſervant: 
He commands bis Man to barneſs the borſes, to — 
bome wood, to plongh, and ſuch likg work, He wi 

bis Maid-ſervant to milk the Cows, make Butter, 
and ſuch likg. To his Wife be commits tbe care of 
the Family, and the ordering of proviſion, To bis 
daughter, the diſtaff, and 1 * of beds, All 


theſe arethe injundions of one and tbe ſame Ma- 


fler. But now if the Maid, leaving ber office and 
tak, required, ſhall harneſs the — and fetch 
bome wood from the Copſes : and, on the other 
band, the ſervant ſhall buſie bimſelf about the 
Cows and Milk;pails, which is not bis work; and 
the Daughter, leaving her Whorle, inflead of a Spin- 
ſter ſhall become a Carter : the Wife, or Mother, ſhall 
make the beds, and bandle the Difiaff, and forget ber 
Cookery for the Family: aud moreover, ſpould they 
all ſay, The Maſter bath commanded theſe things to 
be done; this is the will of bim who is lord of alh 
May not this Homſholder now, and that deſervedly 
too, take a Cudgel, and beat them all? and from 
thence reply unto them, Though this be my command, 
yet I gave it not to every one to be ſo done, but aſ- 
figned every one bis work, which ſhould haue been 
followed. 


SECT, 


$41 


— 


. 


— 


— — > — — 


— 


, 


—_— 
WS — 


<> Molpea of © 

, X $ E C To IX. z a 
9. LHIJus BAND well the: ſignal Oppar- 
tonities which Providence puts into thy 
+." for being ſetviceable: ſor thę Church of 
Chriſt, Jaſehb by the Pravidence-of. God is ad- 
— in the Corn- Count ey and he takes 
then, in time oi Famine, ſur his Father, and 
Relations, the Church then in Jacob his Family, 
Gen. 45. 9. 10, 11. Nebemiab was no ſelfiſh Cous 
tier; he is aflactod with the ſad caſe of his 
Countrey-men, and prudently petitions the 
Perfian- Monarch on the behalf af them, Neh. 
2. 5,6,7,3. Mordecai is plain. with his Couſin 
Efber, though now Queen; Think not ( ſaith 
he) with thy ſelf, that thou ſhalt eſcape in. the 
king's bouſe, more than all the — for if bon 
altogetber boldeft thy. peace at this time, then ſhall 
here enlargement aud deliverance ariſe to the Fews 
from another place; but thou and thy, fathers 
bavſe ſhall be defrayed: and who kyowethrwhether 
this art come to the hing dom for ſuch a time as thin 
EGh.q.12 1 3. Oneſpborus lets not ſlip the oppor- 
tunity of owning a Paul then, when others were 
frighted with the noiſc of the Apoſtleꝰs Chain. He 
oft (faith Paul) refrehed me, and was not aſhamed of 
my chain; but mhen he was in Rome, be ſought we 
ont very diligently, aud found me, 2 Tim. 1. 16, 17. 
Let it be our care then judiciouſly to obſerye, 
and accordingly to imptove the remarkable op- 
Mr. Vizes portunities tor doing good, Nothing (ſaith a 
"re" worthy man of our Iſrael ) more ſads and dull 
— m. 3. the heart, when one comes to dye, than bis ng of 
4-36 uch 


Divine Me. 
ſuch apportunizizs which God Providence or bis own 
Place bave put into bis band of receiving or doing 
geod-; nor 15 there 4 Harper correſme, than the re- 
fledion upon thoſe dayt and times thet bave paſſed 
over biw,| male,aliud,nihil agentem, ] 
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ASTLY, Live holily and thankfully 

the Providential Diſpenſations which 

have concentred or met in thy Perſon, Family, 

or Relations, To this end conſider the follow- 
ing Incentives : 

1. With what patheticalneſs, or holy ear- 
neſtneſs is the living of Providences preſſed in 
Scripture ? See Dent 8.6. with the precedent 
verſes: Foſh,24.14. 1 Sam. 12.24. Epbeſ.2.11, 
bk, 33. . 

2. The Law of Ingenuity tequireth holineſs 
and thankfulne(s for what God hath done in his 
Providence for men. Thox (ſaith David to God) 
baſt delivered my ſoul from death, mine eyes from 
tears, and my feet from falling : I will walk be- 
fore the Lord in the land of tbe living, Plal. 116. 
8, 9. See Luke 1.74, 75. 

3. Sin otherwilc is greatly aggravated. The 
Lord may lay for neglect of a reſponſable car- 
riage towards his Diſpenſations, as David of 
Nabal, Surely in vain bave I kept all that this fel- 
low bath in the wilderneſs, x Sam. 25. 21, It is 
made an aggravation of Hezekiab's fin, that 
be rendred not again according 10 the benefit dowe 

unto 


a 
art was liſted up; 1 Chron, 
3. 25. bg! n | 20241 
4, The thankful and holy living of Provi- 
dences, may invite the God of Providence to do 
more for perſons, If that bad been too little for 
thee ( Gith God by Nathan to David) I would 
woreover -bave given unto thee ſuch and ſuch 
things, 2 Sam. 12. 8. God hath a rich treaſure 
of kindneſs; he will not be a barren Wilder- 
neſs to thoſe who arc a Carmel for holy fruitful- 
AN | er- 
1 conclude alt with that of the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 15. 38. Therefore my beloved bret hren, be 
ye ſtechaſt, uumovable, always abounding in the work 
of the Lord, for as much as you know that your 

labour is not in vain in tbe Lord, 
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